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From the Editor

Welcome back & Happy New Year!
Items for March issue need to be
received no later than Monday 13th
February at 3pm please.
If you would like to advertise/send
an article please contact:
susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Items for typing need to be delivered to Julia
Grant, 34 St Mary’s Close, by 10th February
for March issue.
If you would like to have a K.LINKS magazine
delivered please call Kate Badger on 01905
820057.
Photograph on front cover John Hubble see
also page 9.
Susan Cawley
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Parish News

The Vicar Writes

F

irstly let me say a huge thank you to all
those who responded so generously
to our Christmas Gift Appeal. Your
donations totalling some £3880 have
enabled us to balance the books for 2016
and to start 2017 on the front foot!
It’s good to start the new year with hope
and your generosity has certainly given
me hope! In many ways it has given me
hope that the ministry of the Church is
appreciated and valued and that many
still believe that our community is
strengthened by its presence, that many
still believe!
A few short weeks ago we celebrated
Christmas, the birth of Jesus Christ the
light and hope of the world. In the
weeks following Christmas the Church
reflects on the bible stories which reveal
Jesus as the messiah that the world
has hoped and longed for, stories such
as the calling of James and John, Jesus
beginning his preaching ministry by
proclaiming the good news of God and
saying, ‘The time is fulfilled, and the
kingdom of God has come near, repent
and believe the good news.’ We also
hear how Jesus’ is revealed through his
miracles e.g. the story of the wedding
at Cana (water into wine) commonly
described as the ‘first of the signs’ as to
Jesus true identity.
Both of these passages make it clear
that the old world was disappearing
and a new world was coming. The
expectancy turned into fulfilment, the
hope into excitement. The world as
those around Jesus knew it was passing
away never to be the same again and
despite the disbelief of many, Jesus
preaching and his miraculous acts were
not in vain, they did not fall on the
ground without bearing fruit, because,
as we are told in Mark’s Gospel several
people hearing his voice and his message
leave everything they have to follow him.

That of course was two thousand years
ago, among totally different people in
a foreign culture, in a very small part
of the world’s population. And like the
story of the virgin birth we might well
read with suspicion and we will certainly
read within the framework of our own
culture, experience, knowledge and
society. But however we might approach
these stories, it is a fact that they hold
such power that the excitement of the
characters in them has travelled down
the centuries and spilled over into our
days. And it’s a fact that whatever
questions we might have about these
stories, we continue to tell them time
and time again.
But aren’t all fairy tales that way too?
Aren’t all nursery rhymes immortal?
Just as with many other ‘questions of
faith’ how can we take Jesus words or his
miracles seriously? How can we relate
to them in our world, a technological,
scientific world, where we put so much
faith in scholarly research and analyses
and proof is something where answers
and cold hard proof hold sway? How
can we take that simple message: ‘The
kingdom is at hand, repent and believe!’’
as a tool, for all the work that needs
to be and should be done, to solve our
social, medical, economic and scientific
problems. What can we do with these
words in view of food, water, security,
the population problems, refugees, and
the exploitation of people and nature all
around us? How can we have HOPE in
Jesus?
It’s nice to think about Jesus. It’s nice
to dream about Jesus, It’s nice to pray
to Jesus. It’s nice to have a fish on the
back of our car or a cross on our lapel, its
nice to sit in church and listen to stories
about him turning water into wine. But
isn’t all this at the same time rather
naïve and childish, and isn’t it really all
just a bit perplexing and bewildering?

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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The Vicar Writes

What did he mean? What can he mean
to us? What did he want? What does
he want from us in our modern day,
when we seem to be at the point of
solving all our problems rationally and
scientifically?
Isn’t that what we’re taught in school
and university, in the press and on the
television? Isn’t solving problems only
a question of better analysis, more
correct statistics, a more integrated
interdisciplinary approach, and a
few more seminars, workshops and
conferences, and of course a bit more
money in the research coffers? As
one scientist put it; ‘I am waiting for
a new world too, and it will come
when we have it all reasoned out and
computerised.’’
It’s all so very different now, what did
Jesus know about all this in his time,
in that tiny part of the world called
Galilee? It’s no wonder that we have so
many burning questions about our faith,
things that we can’t reconcile with our
experience and the world as we know
it and receive it. It’s no wonder that
people laugh at us as being naïve even
stupid, blind to the reality of the world
and the implausibility if not impossibility
of our faith.
AND YET, the more science progresses,
the more technology dazzles us with its
tremendous developments, the more
we might notice that something seems
to be lacking. All those developments
seem not only to be a blessing, but also
a curse. Moreover, the more questions
we answer, the more aware we become
of the plausibility of a divine creator
and the possibility of the seemingly
impossible. And it’s no coincidence that
perhaps more so than at any other time
in history, humanity as a whole is
seeking that which is beyond, that which
defies definition and analyses.
4

It is as if something is missing the right
direction, the right intention, the right
meaning, an underlying principal.
Last autumn Justin Welby told us that
research is telling us that the tide is
turning, that people are turning from the
self-centred, consumerist society and
beginning to search again for these right
intentions, you could say searching for
the meaning of life.
It is in that context that the message
of Jesus does count today and counts
very heavily! Isn’t it that in Jesus, in his
teaching, his living and in his loving that
the world can find HOPE?
The time has come, he said. The
kingdom of God is close at hand; repent
and believe the good news. This was the
start, later he showed what he meant.
And what matters is not whether or
not he actually turned water into wine
or two fish into two thousand. What
matters is that he showed us that it
is possible for human beings to live
with a changed heart, with outgoing
love, interested in the welfare of all life
around him. He showed that his kind of
love will bring healing and restoration,
fulfilment and invigoration. He showed
how God’s gifts to us, including science
and technology, should be used for
the benefit of all. He showed us how
we can break through the dark side of
human nature, the greed, ignorance and
stupidity, egotism and short sightedness.
He showed how the direction of the
human will can be changed through the
power of God.
He shows us life, life in all its fullness,
and the way we can all share in that life,
that is the good news, that is the miracle.
May God grant to you a blessed new year
and I pray that God, the source of hope,
will fill you completely with joy and
peace because you trust in him. Then
you will overflow with confident hope
through the power of the Holy Spirit.
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Severn Stoke & Croome
Severn Stoke with Croome d’Abitot,
& St DENYS’ Church

T

he KLINKS annual subscriptions of
£4.00 for the year commencing
September, 2016 are now overdue.
If previous subscribers have not paid,
their KLINKS magazine will not be
delivered. If you hear of anyone who
would like to receive a copy, please
contact John Henderson 01905 371 218
or email; johnandcara@hotmail.com

CHURCH CLEANING
SEVERN STOKE
FEBRUARY
3rd Mrs and Mr Cox
17th Mr & Mrs Humphrey
MARCH
3rd Mr & Mrs Everitt
Keep up to date with the
Kempsey, Croome and Severn
Stoke Parishes website at:
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk/stdenys click on Calendar

FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN
STOKE Raising funds to modernise
the church!

EASYFUNDRAISING

N

o:1083190 – Please sign up with
www.easyfundraising.org.uk to
support The Friends of St Denys.
Our organisation is registered with
‘easyfundraising’ and it can receive a
small percentage of the cost of the item
you are buying on line, at no extra cost
to you, if you are purchasing through
participating shops or sites, like Argos,
Public Utilities, John Lewis and many
more. Please Google and register to see
what a boost it would be to our funds,
without any added cost to you.

POPPY APPEAL
for THE EARL
HAIG FUND

Thank you for giving
generously to the
Poppy Appeal via the house to house
collection last November. The total
raised was £878.45, a really good total.

Croome

‘Capability’ Brown
landscape, mansion house,
Second World War museum,
playground, shop & restaurants
are open daily
Our NEW website is!
www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk

Restaurant & Shop 10am-4:30pm
House 11am-4.00pm
Park 10am-4.30pm

The Parish Hall at Severn Stoke is a
Great place to hold parities!

Access to the Park &Court is only through the
main Visitor Reception & Car Park

To Book Call

Trish Rowe on 01905 371339 or
Dave Thompson on 01905 371171
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Contact Details T: 01905 371 006
E:croome@nationaltrust.org.uk
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome
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Severn Stoke & Croome

Friends of St Deny's Calendar of
events for 2017 starts with....

SEVERN
STOKE &
KINNERSLEY
December's lucky £30 winner
Erin Daly
The Bumper £100 prize winner
Ian Daly, Severn Stoke
Both prizes were independently drawn
January's Winner
Helen Cox, Severn Stoke
New members, always welcome
£30 winner each month plus additional
£100 bonus prize in December.

Present Members

Subs of £15 each for 2017 are
due as of 1st January, 2017
Your continued support is essential!
Please let me know by phone or email
if you would prefer to pay by BACS or
alternatively send a cheque covering
£15.00 for each participant, payable in
favour of ‘Friends of St Denys‘, to:
John Henderson, 100 Club Secretary,
Meadow Hill House, Severn Stoke,
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel: 01905 371 218 or email
johnandcara@hotmail.com

St Denys Church Flowers
I would like to thank
everyone involved in decorating the
church for Christmas it looked lovely.
I'm sorry I couldn't do so much myself
due to illness. So a BIG 'thank you' to
Jane Ward for doing the pedestals
they were amazing.
Anyone interested in joining our flower
rota or any special dates they would like
to arrange flowers for please contact
Jane Hall
01684 592924

Coffee Morning!
From 10:30 am
Wednesday 7th February

Coach House, Severn Bank, Severn Stoke
Please Bring & Buy …. All Most Welcome...

kindly hosted by
Jane Sephton

Other dates for your diary!!!
21 March AGM
13 May Malvern Male Voice Choir
24 June Coffee Morning, Bring & Buy
August Village Fun Day
3 September Heartbreak Productions
October Harvest Lunch
18 November Christmas Craft
December Carols at The Nash

We are always looking for new
ideas for events.
So please let us know what you
would enjoy being part of/attending.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome

Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Representatives
Next Parish Council meeting at Severn Stoke Village Hall at 8pm is
Wednesday 15 March 2017 & Monday 15th May
(All meetings start with Public Question Time, residents please come along)

Parish Council Clerk
				
Mrs Lorna Gower
Clerk to Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council
C/o Syringa, Green Lane, Naunton, WR8 0PY
T: 01684 594346
E: severnstokeandcda@btinternet.com

Severn Stoke Representatives
Stephen Watkins
Sheepcote Farm, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JE
(Chairman)
Pat Preston (Vice
4 Orchard Close, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JJ
Chairman)
Pamela Addis
9 Stoke Gardens, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JW
Eileen Hadley
17 Knightshill, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JD
Rob Halling
10 Knightsill, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JD
Heather KeatingThe Hayloft, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JA
Nash
Bert Male
Claremount, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JA
Raymond Williams
Kinnersley House Barn, Kinnersley, WR8 9JR
Hugh Hanmer
8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, WR5 3PU
Croome Representatives
Royston Garrard
23 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS
Patricia Hodson
15 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS
Peter Talbot
29 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS

Severn Stoke & Croome
‘Severn Stoke Flood Action Group
(FLAG) raised £314.00 from the Fun
Quiz & Raffle held on Wednesday
30th November in the Rose and
Crown, Severn Stoke!
We would like to say A VERY BIG THANK YOU to Diane & Peter for hosting and
making the questions sound so easy.
And also to so many people who were able to come and support us on the night.
About 100 people took part in the Quiz.
Another THANK YOU to EVERYONE who donated some super Quiz and Raffle Prizes,
Sue and James who produced the Posters.
Everything is very much appreciated by us all in our quest to protect the village from
devastating floods.
Look out for our next Fund raising Events in 2017.
THANK YOU FROM THE TEAM

Photo above and extract on front
cover by local photographer John
Hubble. Thank you for allowing us to
use it - I love it!
8
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Croome House & Park

If you have an amazing photo which would
be suitable for our magazine cover please
send to; susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

CHURCH SERVICES FEBRUARY 2017
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Norton
Kempsey
Kempsey
Kempsey
Norton
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Norton
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Norton
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Norton
Kempsey

CHURCH SERVICES

5th February 4 Before Lent
9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.45 am Xcite - Family Service
11.00 am Morning Worship
6.00 pm Holy Communion
12th February 3rd before Lent
8.00 am Mattins
10:30 am Informal Communion
11.00 am Holy Communion
3.15 pm Evensong
19th February 2 Before Lent
9.00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Family Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
11.00 am Morning Worship
26th February Next Before Lent
8.00 am Mattins
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Informal Worship
11.00 am Holy Communion
1st March Ash Wednesday
7.00 pm Benefice Serivce
5th March Lent
9:00 am Holy Communion
10.30 am Holy Communion
10.45 am Xcite - Family Service
11.00 am Morning Worship
6.00 pm Holy Communion

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday
at 10.00 am at St Mary's followed by coffee.
10
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Local Businesses

Parish News

WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

W

omen's Fellowship members have
enjoyed two Christmassy treats
recently, the first, an amusing, seasonal
entertainment from "The Guilded Lilies"
followed by a delicious afternoon tea;
and the second, a chance to chat with
friends over a freshly-cooked and tasty
meal at our traditional Post-Christmas
luncheon, taken this year at the
Seaborne.
Our meeting on 9th February will be a
talk entitled, "Support for Women in
the Third World. This will be at 2.00pm
at the Community Centre. Our meeting
on 9th March will be our AGM and held
in Church, where Rev. Mark Badger will
speak to us about forthcoming changes
to the Church.
Women's Fellowship is an informal,
friendly group and welcomes ladies who
live and/or worship in the Kempsey,
Severn Stoke, Croome area.
New members are always welcome.
Wendy Coen

Toddler Group
St Mary’s Church Fridays
(School Term)
11.00 - 12.30

St Mary’s 100 Club

Winner for November
CHRIS GREEN

FRIDAYS
2:00 PM TO 4:00 PM
The Function Room@ The Crown
Main Road Kempsey
www.facebook.com/popuppopinteashop
12
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To take part please give your payment
to Sue Fitzjohn,
cheques payable to
‘The Friends of St Mary's'

For more information
contact Sue Fitzjohn
on 01905 820320

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish EVENTS!

Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01905 409710
07798 790913

•

Certificate issued

Andysweeps.com

•

Weekend/Evening sweeps available

•

Traditional brush/Power sweep

•

Stove maintenance

14

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

15

Local Businesses

Parish News
How to deal with
someone who is not
breathing, or a person
having a heart attack, was
the subject of Kempsey
WI’s November meeting.
Red Cross Adult Education Co-ordinator
Gabi Gogan spoke about Everyday First
Aid and showed some helpful videos.
Members were shocked to see the
extent of the ‘bystander effect’ – where
crowds of people pass by someone
in need of help, because that’s what
everyone else is doing.

t: 07710 531192

Yoga, Pilates, Piyo and Insanity
See morganchiropractic.co.uk for weekly classes

Face First
Anti-wrinkle
injections
Teeth whitening

Kate Pugh BDS
07771 547 626

Chronic muscular pain
Sports injuries
Limited flexibility
Postural problems
Bespoke treatment &
rehabilitiation
Ellen Woodley MISRM

07854 750 749
flexback.co.uk
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Several members had a go at giving
chest compressions to ‘Mr Blue’ and
found it surprisingly hard work. An
automated external defibrillator was
also demonstrated and passed around
for members to try out. It was reassuring
to hear the equipment’s detailed voice
instructions and know that the amateur
helper will be led through all the
processes. By the end of the evening,
everyone agreed they were more
confident about giving help in a first aid
emergency.

WI members joining in six of the festive
tunes. The music finished with a 1970s
Abba song, The Way Old Friends Do.
During business discussions, Andrea
Halford gave an update on a meeting
of the parish hall users’ committee and
reported that plans for a replacement
parish hall had been approved – now the
money needed to be sourced.
It was agreed to buy a library trolley for
the WI’s stock of second-hand books and
to enter teams in next April’s WI quiz
at Hanley Swan. It was reported that
Kempsey’s skittles team had won two
more matches, making the results so far,
three wins and one loss.
January’s meeting will take the form of a
New Year party.
Carole Levitt

Other items discussed included plans
for outings to an afternoon tea venue
and to the KAYS panto production of
Mother Goose. Sue Rimell reported that
Kempsey had opened the new WI skittles
season with a win against a team from
Hanley Swan.
In December, Community singers
The Elderly Brothers put members of
Kempsey WI in the Christmas mood with
a very entertaining selection of songs at
the Parish Hall.
After leading members in singing
Jerusalem, the trio – consisting of
vocalists Ken and Michael, with another
Michael on electric keyboard – went
into their repertoire of hits from the
60s, including Let It Be Me from nearnamesakes The Everly Brothers. Then it
was time for Christmas numbers, with
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Letter from the Bishop of Worcester

Feature Articles

A

ndreas Whittam Smith is best known as the man who
started the Independent newspaper. Equally significantly,
as First Estates Commissioner, he has effectively ‘run’ the
Church Commissioners for quite a few years – and done so
brilliantly. He’s stepping down soon and late last year he
addressed the House of Bishops. I was struck by what he said
– that he feels more hopeful about the Church of England now
than he has done for a long time.
That’s quite something coming from a seasoned old hack like Andreas and I found
it very encouraging. Why did he feel so hopeful? He felt the Church is at long last
waking up to the fact that ‘business as usual’ is no longer an option and, more than
that, is taking bold and innovative steps to reform and renew.
The scale of the challenge is enormous: The proportion of people in our country who
have much understanding of the Christian faith, let alone practise it, is declining fast.
What is needed is nothing less than the re-evangelisation of England. That’s not an
invitation to despair though, but a challenge to which, in the power of the living God,
we can rise.
One exciting development in our diocese is the Calling Young Disciples project. Ruth
Walker, its director, has already begun her ministry here and three Mission Enablers
have already been appointed and will be taking up their posts soon. I hope and pray
that their ministry will bear much fruit – not just to reverse the ‘institutional decline’
of the Church but bring people to a vibrant faith in the living God revealed in Jesus.
The renewal of the Church is not just up to them though; responsibility for it lies with
us all. Please pray that we may all, as Kingdom People, fulfil our vocation to witness
effectively to God’s great love for everyone in Christ. May He make us instruments of
his love, his compassion, his justice and His freedom.
+John

18
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Local Businesses

Parish EVENTS!

If you enjoyed our first of the month Xcite service, or the
Christingle and Crib services then we would like to invite you
to join us at our new all age communion service on the third
Sunday of the month.
This will take the form of an informal and interactive service
which will include Holy Communion for those who wish to
take part. The service will be maximum of an hour and we will
end with refreshments.
We do hope that you will join us and help us to develop this
new exciting opportunity for fun, fellowship and faith at St
Mary’s.
If you would like to know more please contact Mark @
vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk or on 07828 233049

Coffee Morning
Saturday 4th February
St. Mary’s Church, Kempsey
10 a.m - 12 noon

Come and join us for coffee and cake.
Various stalls including half price Christmas cards,
Cakes, Sweet and Chocolate Tombola and Crafts.
Further details: Julia Grant Tel: 820138 Heather Davies Tel: 821040
Save the Children Charity No. 213890

20
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District Councillor

District Councillor

District Councillor David Harrison (Kempsey Ward)
A brief update on District Council and other items that I have been involved with
recently. Produced on 13th January by David Harrison

Christmas 2016 - I hope
that you all had a Merry
Christmas and pleasant
New Year and am
pleased to say that I will
be making a donation
in lieu of sending
Christmas Cards to the Haven Breast
Cancer Centre in Worcester as soon
as I can get there.
Health - you may have seen Jan and
me out walking the pavements as we
have to walk at least one mile a day.
Unfortunately I had an accident and
am waiting for the results from the
Orthopaedic department at Malvern
Hospital and Jan has also had an
operation on her legs. For the time
being “sticks are keeping me from
falling over” but it is like walking
the “three legged race”. Even with
this problem, I have attended 21
meetings in the two months since
writing my last report in November.
A4440 Southern Link Closures Please be aware that there are still
going to be night works involving full
closure of the A4440 between the
Ketch and Whittington Roundabouts
between approx 9pm and 6am. The
closures are necessary to facilitate
extensive surfacing work which
wouldn’t be compatible with daytime
closures. Although closures will be
kept to a minimum, there will be
some noise from vehicles’ reversing
bleepers (which are mandatory)
and the use of heavy rollers. An
alternative route will be signposted.
Closures will include all roads joining
at Norton Roundabout and some
22

at the Whittington
Roundabout.
Road Closures further
afield - it looks
like there will be many night time
closures on the M5 between Junction
6 and the M42 between now and
the end of April – keep an eye on the
advanced notifications on the boards
on the motorway.
Sewage problems on the A38 -There
has been an on-going problem with
the sewage pipe between Post Office
Lane and Napleton Lane along the A38.
I would like to say that this has been

sorted but I cannot. This is ongoing
and will vary from day to day. I am
in contact with Severn Trent and

also Jon Fraiser from WCC and all
I can say is “look at my website”
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
for the latest details. If there are
to be diversions, then these will be
discussed with the County Council.
Drainage and footpaths –
Worcestershire County Council
have cleaned all the drains on the

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

A38 within Kempsey, and Malvern
have recently purchased a new
road sweeper for footpaths so I am
hopeful that the footpaths can be
swept in Kempsey within January and
also the roads swept in Kempsey and
Severn Stoke along the A38.
Bestmans Lane, Draycott Lane & A38
- I attended a meeting on Friday 13th
January with highways and it was
stated that a new drainage scheme is
probably to be implemented for this
area in the financial year 2017/2018
– it is in the County Council budget. I
am still pushing for the completion of
the drainage clearance in east part of
Bestmans Lane as soon as possible.
Community Grants - If you are a
community group in Kempsey or
Severn Stoke & Croome D’Abitot
and you have a worthwhile project
that could benefit with a small cash
handout then please forward details
urgently to either John Michael or
myself. We have £500 each to spread
about various groups.
Waste Collections in Malvern
Hills District - There have been
problems with both staff sickness,
lorry breakdowns and most of all
the amount of rubbish after the
Christmas break which have caused
problems with collections. This
also happened at this time in 2016.
Malvern are working hard to rectify
these problems.
Free Defibrillator training at Upton
Hill Centre - There will soon to be
3 defibrillators in Kempsey and a
free course is available at Upton Hill
Centre on Thursday 9th February
7pm to 9pm approx bookings
01684-592363

South Worcestershire Urban
Extension Planning Matters - There
are still ongoing discussions with
developers but I am sure that we will
hear about these applications soon.
Planning: Houses and New
Community Sports Centre for
Kempsey - A planning application has
been submitted (MH/16/01396/FUL)
for a new Sports Centre and land for
an extra playing field situated west of
Old Road South and north of Pixham
Ferry Lane together with 113 houses
east of Old Road South and north of
Pixham Ferry Lane. Passing places are
proposed for Pixham Ferry Lane with
a cycle and pedestrian path within
the housing development.
The Kempsey Neighbourhood Plan
- is out for consultation via Malvern
Hills District Council where comments
can be sent.
Planning: Croome Court and
Park - The planning application
(MH/16/01129/FUL) for a 4 mile
approx multi-purpose trail round the
grounds of Croome Court has been
withdrawn by the applicant.
Please feel free to
contact either of your
District Councillors
with any question or
problem.

Cllr John Michael

Contact details:

(Full details are on pg.25)

David Harrison
T: 01905828107
E:davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
w:davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
John Michael
T: 01905 820966
E:john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish Contacts
Kempsey Parish Council Representatives
Name

Contact #

Address

Mr K Blackwell

01905 820549

1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PN

Mr G Ferguson

01905 828006

147 Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3LH

Mr T Frazer-Cann

01905 828254

5 Bramblewood, Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3FL

Mr T Geens

01905 820997

16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE

Mrs P Gerrard

01905 820955

23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP

Mr H Hanmer

01905 821931

8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PU

Mr B Hodgkins

01905 828449

7 Napleton Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PT

Mr J Michael

01905 820966

18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL

Miss A Patrick

01905 828476

90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LH

Mr D Pugh

07419 120522

Durridge House, Kerswell Green, Worcester, WR5 3PF

Mrs A Smith

07807 777783

49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG

Dr C Waller

01905 828383

Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk & Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office
Community Centre, Main Road
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
T: 01905 828183
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Parish Office is located to the rear of
the Community Centre. Office is open
to the public between 10.00am & 14:00
Monday to Friday. Outside these hours,
messages may be left on the office
answering machine and will be dealt
with when the Clerk is next on duty.

Parish Council Meetings: Are held the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm
at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during
Democratic Half Hour at the start of each meeting. www.kempseyhub.co.uk
District Councillors
Mr J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close,
Mr D T Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 820966
T: 01905 828107
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net
County Councillor
Mr Roger Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green, Upton Upon Severn,
Worcs, WR8 0QQ - T: 01684 593282 - E: rsutton@worcestershire.gov.uk
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
Worcestershire Hub
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk T: 01684 862151
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF
Local Beat Officer
Tel: 101 ext. 67809
24
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Parish EVENTS!

The

Worcester Repertory Company

Saturday 8th April 7:30pm St Mary’s Kempsey

For more information & tickets
vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
01905 820057
26
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Ticket Price £12
£10 concession!

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

27

Severn Stoke & Croome

Local Businesses

ATTENTION!

IMPORTANT DATE FOR DIARIES!
ADVANCE NOTICE OF A FUN MUSICAL EVENING
PROMOTED BY
THE FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN STOKE
A CONCERT WITH SOMETHING FOR ALL AGE GROUPS
TO BE PERFORMED BY

THE MALVERN MALE VOICE
CHOIR

We have a full range of hourly, daily & live in services
Specialists in Dementia, MS & Alzheimer’s care

SATURDAY 13TH MAY 2017

Longstanding teams of dedicated local caregivers
Excellent reputation with Private Clients, Worcester
County Council and CQC (Care Quality Commission)
Eclipse Homecare has been operating in this area for
almost 10 years and is an Award winning local business.
Speak to us today to ﬁnd out more about how we can help.

Worcester

Malvern

01905
641 070

01684
869 432

28

JOBS
“Caregiving the most
rewarding job”

IN ST DENYS CHURCH

Call Shelley for a chat
07890 250 839

FURTHER DETAILS IN THE MARCH EDITION OF KLINKS

Kidderminster Bromsgrove Teme Valley

01562
535 420

01527
573 949

01584
812 594

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

2015 & 2016
Top Agency in
Worcestershire
Voted by homecare.co.uk

DO MAKE A NOTE OF THE DATE AND COME AND SUPPORT
THE FRIENDS!
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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The Price of Lead to Reach an all time High!

Feature Articles

I

n December 2016 the
Church Buildings Council
advised that the price of
lead is about to reach an
all-time high.

It was currently trading at
over £2,000 a tonne on the
London Metal Exchange, a
doubling of the price in just
over 6 months. This price
rise is an encouragement
for the metal theft gangs to increase or
resume their activities. Since the CBC
advice two churches in the Diocese have
had lead stolen.
PCCs and congregations need to be
vigilant and recruit the help of the
local community to keep an eye on the
church.
The ongoing
Operation
Crucible which is
targeting metal
theft nationwide
should mean
that police forces
are alert to the
seriousness of
this crime and
the damage
it causes to
valuable heritage
assets. However
CBC are anxious to know whether the
message about Operation Crucible is
getting through to the regions, so, if
your church is unfortunate to have the
lead stolen, please can you let Andrew
Mottram know what the response has
been like from local police.
Just before Christmas the Police
identified a code that lead thieves would
appear to be using on churches where
roof alarms have being disabled prior to
lead being stolen.
30
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Roof alarm engineers reported to the
Police that where the sensors had been
smashed or disabled but the lead not yet
stolen, they had found stones left resting
on the top of a stick directly under
the roof where the sensors had been
damaged or ripped off. The engineers
removed the stick and stone signs, but it
was subsequently reported that the signs
were replaced within days!
Please look out for such a code on your
church.
Where roof alarms are installed any
activations or problems should be
treated as serious and immediate threats
are immediately addressed.
Where properties are targeted we would
advise owners/occupiers to:
•contact the alarm company to check
the system
•contact the Police to tip them off about
any possibly suspicious alarm activations,
even where no obvious attacks on the
roof have been made (yet!)
•share with
other churches/
properties in the
area
Andrew Mottram
Heritage Buildings
& Community
Develpment Officer
@ Diocese of
Worcester

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish News

Spades, Forks trowels -bacon butties tea and cake!

Are you a keen gardener who would like to join with a few others to
help create and maintain some attractive flower beds and borders in the
churchyard?

We are looking to start a gardener’s breakfast and or tea club which would
bring people together to do a spit of light gardening and then be treated to
either breakfast or tea and cake.
If you are interested and would like to know more contact;
Mark Badger on 820057, email: vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk or sign the
list at the back of the church.

Worcester Heart Support Group

D

uring January we celebrated a
wonderful New Year meal at
Bransford Rd. Golf Club.
On Wednesday 8th February we have
a nurse from Brentknoll Veterinary
Surgery, talking about our pets, funny
incidents they have faced etc.
March 8th, ex Police Inspector keeping
us up to date with how important
“Neighbourhood Watch” and “Smart
Water” is. Both meetings are at Norton
Village Hall, 7.30 pm – 9.30 pm.
We support all who have heart
problems, help you through some
difficult times by listening and being a
friend.
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You can
bring a
member
of your
family or
a friend
with you
to these
meetings.
Also in March, Saturday 18th at Norton
Village Hall we have the Worcester Male
Voice Choir, 7.30 pm, plenty of parking.
Tickets: £8.00 open to all.
Just come along and meet us.
Pat Whitehead
Chairperson T: 820633

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Quiz Page

From the Curious Curate!
Find 10 principal
feasts and
holy days of the
Church of England!

December's Solution
December's winner was....

Colin Bursnell
congratulations!
Entries to Philippa at
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
or to 9, Plover’s Rise by 12th February!
The solution will be published in next month’s magazine and the prize winner
(Drawn from all correct entries) announced on the pew sheet.
34
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB
With the Christmas and New Year holidays
quickly becoming a distant memory, for the
Club this likely to be a busy month. As well
as our two regular meetings, we will also be
taking part in another of our sequence of
inter-club battles.
Of the formal meetings, the first is a
Members' Evening on Wednesday 8th
February. At the time of writing, the specific
agenda has not been decided, but it is
likely to either take the form of practical
photography (from behind the camera or in
using editing software) or an opportunity
for an informal critique session on chosen
images. The second is our first competition
evening of 2017, which will be held on
Wednesday 22nd February, will comprise
separate contests for projected images and
for prints on the hard-to-pindown subject of "Abstract" and
will be judged by Trevor Bell of
Malvern.

Feature Articles

Community Centre in Main Road, Kempsey.
We seek to encourage and inspire each other
by holding competitions, practical evenings
and outings, and by hosting talks and
demonstrations of photographic work, both
that of members and of guests.
Further details of all this is always available
to view on our website at
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you on the 8th
or 22nd February or, if this isn't possible, on
another future occasion.
In the meantime, the attractive image which
accompanies this article, titled "Peony
Dream", is by Judy Knights, a recent and very
able recruit to our membership, and was
placed First in our recent Open Colour Print
competition.
Malcolm A Hay, Secretary

On the following evening,
Thursday 23rd February, we will
be making our annual visit to the
Digibox CC of Worcester for our
longest-running inter-club battle.
In this contest 20 of their images
will be put against 20 of ours,
with Bob Train LRPS in the judge's
hot seat.
We are always delighted
to welcome visitors - those
interested in photography and
those in a specific subject or
speaker - at our meetings. While
we hope that some might become
involved in our thriving, sociable,
broadly-based and inclusive
Club, there is no obligation! Our
sixteen meeting schedule for
this season covers the second
and fourth Wednesdays of
each month from September
(excepting late December), with
all meetings commencing at 7.30
pm. We meet in the Kempsey
36
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Discussion &
Prayer Group
The Discussion &

Prayer Group
is now meeting
on Tuesday
at 2:00 pm
with plans to
hold another
at coffee time or
in the evening for
young parents
If you would like to
hear more
please, contact:
Mark, Philippa,
Mick or Mary
Tel. 07403553186

Our next meeting is in the Parish Hall on
Sunday 19th February at 10:30am, starting
with tea/coffee and biscuits.
We gather together to celebrate God’s
goodness and His love for us. Why don’t
you come along and join with us, you would
be most welcome. We will have a time of
worship and Dave Norton will be sharing
with us.
We have a shared
lunch at the end of the
meeting and you would
be most welcome to
stay and enjoy this and
some friendly chat.
For more information, please contact Dave
and Ann Norton on 01905 820401 or visit
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk
38
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St Deny’s, Severn Stoke,
St Mary Magdalen
Croome D’Abitot & St Mary the
Virgin, Kempsey

Baptisms
2 October
Neve Savannah Flower
St John the Baptist, Kerswell Green

30 October
Frankee Alexander Croft
11 December
Lewis Robert Burbidge

Parish Records
her lasting interest in discipleship of the
everyday.
Alison said: “I’m really excited about
starting this new post and further
exploring the theology behind good
stewardship. Discipleship in the everyday
has been a strong part of my ministry to
date and I’m looking forward to building
on this. The Church has been slow to
realise the changing nature of the world
and the need to re-engage with the
material as part of our worship. I have
really sensed God’s calling in this post
and I’m looking forward to getting out
and meeting people, finding out where
they are and hearing their stories.”
Stewardship is an important part of
the Kingdom People vision and the
Diocesan Synod committed to putting

Funerals
23 December 2016
Tannis Shelton

O

ur new Stewardship Officer started in
January.

The Revd Alison Maddocks has been
appointed as the new Stewardship
Officer for the Diocese. Alison will work
with parishes to help them think about
their financial giving as part of their
Christian discipleship.
Alison comes to Worcester from the
Diocese of Derby where for the past
five years she has been a Leadership
Development Officer in the diocesan
office and vicar of Breadsall, a village
two miles outside of Derby city centre.
Prior to this Alison was a workplace
chaplain in Nottingham and Birmingham
and before ordination had 18 years’
experience working in the head office
of Boots in Marketing and Personnel. It
was in this context that she developed

more resources into this area. Christian
discipleship entails not only commitment
to the life of prayer, to study of the
scriptures and to receiving the sacrament
in public worship, it also shapes what we
do with our time, talents and money.
Alison will move to the Diocese in
January with her two relatively grown-up
daughters, husband and aged dog! The
family love messing about in boats as
well as walking and are looking forward
to having a whole new area to explore.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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News from Hanley Castle High School

W

riting these New Year words,
when away from school on the
Geography Fieldtrip to Slapton Sands
is a novel experience. 104 year ten
students have descended upon the
superb Slapton Field Study Centre for a
short stay to observe coastal erosion and
the human geography of Plymouth. Not
only a great testimony to the enduring
popularity of geography, as a school
subject, but to the stunning beauty of
our coastal scenery.

Slapton, of course, was also the site of a
terrible loss of life ahead of D Day as the
allies practiced the planned Normandy
landings, in Start Bay and on the Slapton
Sands. A German E boat got amongst
the American ships and combined with
friendly fire, nearly 750 servicemen lost
their lives. A poignant war memorial
stands just outside Torcross and gave our
students a moment of reflection in their
busy field trip.
The new calendar year has seen our year
eleven pupils receive their GCSE mock

Best wishes
Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)

A

UPTON COMMUNITY CARE

But of course, every request which
is made for our service has to be
documented and arranged - usually, but
not always, a straightforward process all human life is here!
This all takes place between 9.30am
and 12midday each weekday with a
volunteer' manning the telephone' in the
office situated above The Map Shop.
All you need as a volunteer is to be
able to commit, on a flexible basis, to
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

results and their real
exams are now a mere
five months down the
road. Their plans are
also being made for their
further education be
that with us in our sixth
form or at other local
providers.
I was reading in the Slapton Village
magazine that their cricket club has
recently folded which is a great shame
as many village clubs are struggling. We
are fortunate at HCHS that we have a
very positive shared relationship with
Hanley Castle and Upton CC. Our new
net facilities are being constructed ahead
of the start of the season and we will be
looking forward to using them as part of
our cricket programme. The cricket club
will be starting their indoor net practises
on Tuesday 7th February from 7.00pm in
the school sports hall, all welcome.

s we settle down from Christmas and
look forward to the New Year ahead
, how about a new interest as well - with
Upton Community Care?
Much has been published about our
need for volunteer drivers and we
have had a good response from the
community for which we are most
grateful - so are our clients!
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probably one morning a fortnight, an
accurate and kind telephone manner,
and basic computer skills (although most
of the information we take from our
clients is hand-written).
In return you will be making a valuable
contribution to helping elderly people
living in Upton and the surrounding
areas to attend their medical and
health-related appointments - for which
they have no other reasonable means
of transport, and I'm sure you will
enjoy being involved with like-minded
colleagues as much or as little as you
wish. Upton Community Care is a unique
and excellent part of our community.
Think on it...I'd love to hear from you.

Margaret Overton - Office Manager
T: 01684 593633
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish News

Tools with a
Mission

W

e are still collecting
all sorts of tools, gardening
equipment, sewing machines, carpentry,
leather work, building, fabrics, anything
you may not need but others could use.
These
implements
are renovated
and sent out to
countries who
are in need.
Please,
contact: Julie
820789 for
collection.

Teddies for Tragedies

P

W

Coming Together
Fellowship

e meet in St. Mary’s church on
Monday, February 13th. Our
speaker for this month is Revd. Amy
Wearing.
We meet for coffee and a chat at 10-30,
we hear from our speaker at 11-00, then
enjoy a snack lunch around 12-00 noon.
Our meeting in March is the 13th, where
we welcome Ken Hart back to join us as
our speaker.
We would be very pleased if new people
came to our fellowship, ladies and
gentlemen of all ages will be made most
welcome.
Julia Grant 820138
Carol Shaw-Ling 821467

lease keep up the knitting for all the
children who are in need. I’m sure
the wonderful article in the December
magazine was a great encouragement to
all you knitters out there.

Our last meeting was at the Talbot Inn
where we all enjoyed a Christmas lunch.
A big thank you to Tom and all the staff
who put on a wonderful meal, we really
enjoyed ourselves.

We are always in
need of wool if
any one has any to
spare. Please leave
any items in church
where they will be
collected.

If you are a lady or gentleman over 60
years of age and would like to come and
join us you would be very welcome. We
have a range of speakers and musical
turns as well, so come along and see
what happens.
Sally Linsey 820476 Julia Grant 820138

Cornflower Club

ur first meeting is on Wednesday,
OFebruary
8th at 2-30 pm then on

Wednesday, Feb 22nd also at 2-30, The
club takes place in Kempsey Village Hall
right in the centre of the village.
Our events last December saw us
celebrating Mary’s 70th birthday with
afternoon tea and a lovely birthday cake.
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Spring Clean your
Finances

W

ith household costs such as petrol,
fuel bills and inflation expected to
rise in 2017, now is a good time to spring
clean your finances.
If you are worried about your bills or
simply want to get a better grip on your
finances, South Worcestershire Citizens
Advice offers a free, confidential Money
Advice Service which can help people
to sort their bills and work towards a
long-term sustainable plan to clear their
debts. In addition, we can help anyone
look at ways to boost their household
income and/or reduce expenditure such
as getting a better deal on their energy
supplier which can potentially save
several hundreds of pounds per year.
If bills are starting to be a problem, first
off, you should try and draw up a list of
who you owe money to, how much you
owe, and which of these are ‘priority
debts’.
Priority debts include your rent or
mortgage, gas and electric, and council
tax. These debts should always be
paid first as delaying payment can have
serious consequences such as having
your energy supply cut off, or losing your
home. You can use any spare income
to tackle your credit cards and personal
loans based on a personal budget.
Contact your local Citizens Advice office
for help working out how much you can
afford to repay, you’ll need to compare
your monthly income to your essential
outgoings and see how much money
you’ve got leftover to put towards your
debts. If you want to tackle this yourself,
Citizens Advice has an on-line budgeting
tool which can help.
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For more guidance on dealing with your
bills and budgeting, go to

Parish News
www.citizensadvice.org.uk or contact
your local office at;
South Worcestershire Citizens Advice
Chequers Close, Enigma Business Park,
Malvern, WR14 1BF. T: 01684 563611

Flower Report

T

he January meeting crept up on me
and I hadn't managed to organise a
meal, so a few of us met at St. Peter's for
a cuppa.
We decided to have the meal next
month, and will go to The Retreat on
February 14th. We will meet at 12.30 to
eat at 1pm.
We are getting very thin on the ground
and may have to decide soon whether
we can carry on as a club. But we will
postpone that decision until we see what
happens in the next few months.
Happy New Year to all members!

Joy Dale 820417

St Mary’s
Flowers Rota

FEBRUARY
Sunday 5th Nicola Dudley
Sunday 12th Sheila Cook
Sunday 19th Fiona Harrison
Sunday 26th Kath Padden
MARCH
Sunday 5th Lent No flowers
Sunday 12th Lent No flowers
Sunday 19th Lent No flowers
Sunday 26th Ann Blackwell Lent / Mothering Sunday

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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CHAMWINO PARISH DIOCESE OF MOROGORO TANZANIA
Dear Mark and the entire Christians of
Kempsey Parish
I am very happy to share with you the
updates of our works in the parish and
our lives here in Morogoro.
The School project is still going on, which
has delayed the opening of the school
as planned. We are almost there in
solving those challenges which delay us.
Hopefully, on the 1st February this year
the children will be in the class studying.
Thanks very much for your great support
which are unforgettable. So do pray for
us as we are nearly ready to open the
school.

Feature Articles

is possible but it can take long time to
get the funds because we depend on
contributions in the church so we need
your prayers brethren. I attach a picture
of the car so you can see it. Please do
pray for us so it can be renovated and
help me to serve these people easily.

I will send some photos of the children
who will be students in this school, once
open for you to see.
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The car I bought which helps me to travel
whilst doing pastoral care is without
problem. I can go to serve people even
if there is rain or sun shine. But I told
you that this car was manufactured
long time, so due to that it needs to
be renovated. The cost to renovate it

Also, do pray for the weather as it is not
good in our country. As I am writing this
many areas in our country have no rain
so life is very tough brethren because the
great number of Tanzanians depend on
rain. Not only for people but also animals
because there is no grass and water the
domestic animals are dying especial the
cows. Even the price of buying maize,
rice and beans which are the ordinary
food here is very high, many people
especially living in the villages cannot
afford the food, but also those who live
in urban setting are suffering as well.
Thanks very much brothers and sisters in
Christ we always pray for you too.
Rev. Capt. Enock Chibada
Vicar of Chamwino parish

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish EVENTS!
Worcester Operatic and Dramatic
Society Youth Section

WODYS 2016-17 CABARET

ST MARY'S CHURCH
KEMPSEY
Sunday, February 5th
3:00pm

Workshop Solutions for the Professional
www.emotivsales.co.uk
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A selection of songs from WODYS previous shows
from the last 25 years including...
Flash Bang Wallop You’re Never Fully Dressed
Man In The Mirror
Lambeth Walk
You’ll Never Walk Alone
Lil Abner
Fiddler On The Roof
Godspell
Annie
and many, many more
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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