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From the Editor

W

elcome back, hope that everyone
had an enjoyable summer!

Items for Octobers issue need to be
received no later than Monday 12th
September 3pm please.
If you would like to advertise or send an
article for the magazine send to;
susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Curate: Rev Philippa Sargent

Apple Tree Cottage
31 Napleton Lane Kempsey
01905 820057 Mob 07828233049
vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

John Henderson
Meadow Hill House
Severn Stoke, WR8 9JP
Tel. 01905 371218
Jim Spence
Tel. 01905 371351

Joyce Westwood
April Cottage
Severn Stoke, WR8 9JQ
01905 371351

Sally Linsey
1, Plover’s Rise
Kempsey, WR5 3SA
01905 820476
Items for typing need to be delivered to
Julia Grant, 34 St Mary’s Close, by 10th
September for the October issue, again it
would be appreciated in advance of the
deadline.
Call Kate Badger if you wish to have a
K.LINKS delivered 01905 820057.
Continued thanks to everyone who
supports our Parish magazine!
Susan Cawley
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The Vicar Writes

I

don’t know about you but over the
past weeks and months I have almost
been afraid to get up and switch on the
news? I have been concerned when my
children have been at any large gathering
or visiting a capital city and I have been
both sickened and brought to tears by the
acts of hatred and violence human beings
can inflict on each other. I have had to
explain to my small children why there
are people on the TV placing flowers and
lighting candles by the roadside and on
street corners and why people sometimes
hurt each other.

We close our eyes our ears, our minds,
even our hearts to the fact that the
injustice, the oppression and the
exploitation which have caused these
cycles of hate, still exist in our civilised,
caring, world AND THAT WE TOO ARE
PART OF THAT CYCLE!
We convince ourselves that our cause
is just and that we have the moral high
ground yet do we know what it is to hold
the limp bodies of our children in our
arms, to watch our homes burn, to be
the pawns in a power game for oil and
money.

In the midst of this I remembered myself
as a child watching a man on TV being
interviewed in the rubble of Beirut, he
had just been bombed out of his home.
He was holding his small boy in his arms.
He said: 'Now I shall fight to the death,
and I shall teach my child to do the same'.
As my life has changed, as I have held
my own children in my arms, as I have
feared and fear for their future in a hostile
world I become more and more struck
by the contrast between the tenderness
with which that man held his son and the
venom in his words. Another brand had
been burned into another family, scarred
for perhaps three or four generations.
I look back and I wonder where that boy
is today. I wonder if he is one of the many
masked gunmen who sow terror and
harvest tears in a world that speaks of
peace but seems to know only hate and
vengeance.

Some history of course does not refer to
injustice now. It is stale and is handed on
from generation to generation to keep
hate alive. I am not suggesting that we
should forget the past or ignore the perils
of the present but that we learn from the
past and open our eyes to what is really
going on around us now. The Holocaust,
the atomic bombs, must be remembered
as the most costly learning experience
of humankind, as a warning of what we
human beings can do to each other. We
must also realise that most of have never
felt the true horror and cost of terrorism
and war and we must wake up to the fact
that the terror, pain and death we see
as some kind of perverse entertainment
on our televisions, is real and bloody and
vile! We must also wake up to the sinister
fact that there is far more going on here
than what we are fed and cajoled to
believe!

Sometimes when we see these cycles
of violence we feel trapped by the past.
We can't believe why in our brave new
civilised world we cannot rise above
such base instincts and childish warring.
Worse, we sit in our ivory towers and we
look down on those who for centuries we
have exploited and oppressed, deceiving
ourselves that gone are the abominations
of our lust for empire wealth and
conquest, gone are the bad old days of
slavery, genocide and dictatorship.

None of this is new of course, and at
times like these people of faith do well
to return to their story. Some centuries
before Christ was born a man looked
out over his word and saw that the little
land in which he lived had proved to
be the place over which great powers
fought; his people were a kind of pawn
in the unscrupulous hands of competing
nations round about. What could that
man say or do or where could he find
confidence in a world like that?

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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The Vicar Writes

We don't know who this man was but
from the poem he wrote, we can deduce
that he was a man of the world, one who
kept his eyes open. But his vision was
not confined to what his physical eyes
saw or by the propaganda he was fed.
He was a man of faith and he had the
answer to the question of where to find
confidence in a world gone mad. 'God is
our hope and strength,' he said; 'a very
present help in time of trouble.
I speak, of course of the Psalmist, his and
other similar writings breathe a superb
confidence. 'GOD REIGNS,' they say, God
has not abdicated, despite what men
may do, GOD REIGNS, GOD LOVES, and
GOD CARES. Despite the distance in time
and space men like these can become a
means of hope and strength to us who
live in even more troubled days than
theirs.
There are many today who are appalled
by human insanity and man's inhumanity
to man, many who at this very moment
are desperate to bring to an end the
carnage of the hatred and violence that
is happening across the world. There are
many who weep because of atrocities
far from their own homes even nations.
Those of many faiths and indeed of
none who are enraged by the violence
perpetrated in the name of faith and of
God! Those who despise our willingness
to destroy to hurt and to kill, and all
who are all the more appalled because
they feel that they can do so little about
it. They are people like you and me
those who do not occupy the seats of
power; whose world perhaps avails little;
who seems to be very small cogs in a
vast impersonal machine. Those of us
who perhaps feel it futile to protest, to
try and make our voices heard. To all of
them and to myself, I want to say this:
Our voices are important, each voice
when joined with another and another
results in a clamour that cannot be
drowned out or ignored.
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Each small cog when interlocked with
another and another and another can
become the greatest machine an engine
for change that exerts such pressure that
it cannot be stopped.
I also want us to remember where the
Psalmists put their trust, in a greater
power! Remember too that a greater
Psalmist, Jesus Christ himself, dared, in
the face of all the terrors of his day, to
call God Father and King. In the face
of persecution, terror and perverted
notions of God he proclaimed God, A
Heavenly Father who seeks the love
of his children; WHO SEEKS LOVE AND
PEACE FOR HIS CHILDREN and WHO
COMMANDS HIS CHILDREN TO LOVE ONE
ANOTHER! Jesus dared to hold, in life
and in death that GOD REIGNS, that he
LOVES; that he CARES.
Jesus also proclaimed that God is not
dependent on the battalions, armies,
or even super powers to do his work.
He showed us that God has a way of
working through minority groups,
through individuals, through the weak
and powerless, through undistinguished
people, even through men and women
who are unconscious of being agents
of his power. God works through the
‘still voice of calm’ through the flickering
candle flames of love and hope, those
placed in compassion and defiance in the
face of acts of insanity and inhumanity!
God works through you and me, far
though we may be from what most
people conceive of as corridors of power,
we can be the a centre of serenity in a
world that seems to have gone mad. If
the room where we live becomes a place
of prayer and if our hearts are turned
towards our neighbour then we can be
more potent for good that the council
chambers of the nations.
I end with a quote from a singer I like
very much – Gordon Haskell who said
this:
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In extreme circumstances we see the
truth laid out before us. Just when we
had begun to accept cynicism as the
norm, our humanity runs to our rescue,
showing how plainly we all depend
on each other to survive in this world.
Showing us the grace and beauty in
unselfishness. Showing us the real
heroes in life are not celebrities grabbing
headlines, but those unseen all around
us, the humble man or woman in the
street. Stranger helping stranger united
by the most powerful force on Earth that
each and every one of us are blessed
with and sometimes forget, namely the
innate desire to love and be loved and
simply by following higher instincts we
can make that difference. Amen

St Mary’s Flowers Rota
September
Sunday 4th Joy Dale
Sunday 11th Pam Williams
Saturday 17th Wedding
Sunday 25th Nicola Dudley

October
Sunday 2nd Harvest Festival,
led by Ann Blackwell

Sunday 9th Marian Walters
Sunday 16th Flower Club
Saturday 22nd Wedding
Sunday 30th Sue Fitzjohn

Lord God of compassion,
whose will is for peace built on
righteousness,
we pray for all people in places
affected by terrorist attacks:
for an end to hostility and violence,
for comfort and help for all who
suffer,
and for reconciliation between
people of all faiths and none
through Jesus Christ, the Prince of
Peace.
Amen
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome

United Benefice of Kempsey and
Severn Stoke with Croome d’Abitot
Church St Denys’ Church, Severn
Stoke

A

few photos from the Art Exhibition

W

e are sad to report the death
of Bert Collins, late of Burcher’s
Farm Severn Stoke on 1st August.
We send sympathy to the relatives
and many friends of both Delphine
Steele and Bert Collins.
FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN
STOKE Raising funds to modernise
the church!

T

he open air play in June at Severn
Bank, ‘Murder on the Terrace’ was
great fun, the plot was not in the least
lost during a heavy shower in each Act!
It raised a fantastic £797.00
The three day Art Exhibition in July in St
Denys’ was really
worth a visit.
Glen Johnson’s
superb Raffle
raised £216 and
final figures for
the event are still
awaited.
The good news
story is that Mrs
Luck of Holly
Green won the
Raffle! (see image).

GRAPHIC/PHOTOGRAPHIC CHRISTMAS
CARD COMPETITION

T

hank you for the entries received by
the deadline of the end of July. The
committee will enjoy deciding a possible
winner.

CHURCH CLEANING SEVERN STOKE
SEPTEMBER
9th Mr Henderson & Friend
23rd Mrs & Mr Gittins
OCTOBER
7th Mrs & Mr Cox
21st Mrs & Mr Humphrey

The church and
all the items on
display looked
lovely and the cakes were a phenomenal
success.
We ran short of help and have
postponed the annual barbecue to
Sunday 4th September at 12:30 pm,
Penny Paul has kindly invited us all the
use of Wall Cottage for the event!
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Village Barbecue
Sunday 4th September
12.30 pm
at

WALL COTTAGE
Severn Stoke

U

P date on our
Christian Aid
Week in May, we
raised £474.42.
Thank YOU to
everyone who gave
so generously and
those who so kindly distributed &
collected the envelopes.
SEVERN STOKE & KINNERSLEY

(opposite)

The Parish Hall
Delicious food, salads & home
made puddings!

Entry by ticket only in
advance
from

John Henderson
01905 371218

Adults £10.00 each
10 to 16 year olds £5.00 each
under 10’s Free
Please bring a garden chair, a
picnic plate and cutlery for the
barbecue, (we will provide pudding
bowls and spoons), your own
wines or beersand of course, some
sunshine!
Please let the organisers know if you
are vegetarian

July’s lucky winner was Dave Thompson
Severn Stoke
August’s was Mrs Sandra Hill
Severn Stoke
New members, always welcome
£30 winner each month plus additional
£100 bonus prize in December
Your continued support is essential!
Cheques in favour of ‘Friends of St
Denys‘, please to: John Henderson, 100
Club Secretary, Meadow Hill House,
Severn Stoke, Worcester, WR8 9JP or
T: 01905 371218 for more information

Our NEW website is!
www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk
The Parish Hall at Severn Stoke is a
Great place to hold parities!
To Book Call
Trish Rowe on 01905 371339 or
Dave Thompson on 01905 371171

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome
Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Representatives
Forthcoming Parish Council meetings at Severn Stoke Village Hall at 8pm are on;
Wednesday 14th September 2016
Wednesday 16th November 2016
(All meetings start with Public Question Time, residents please come along)
Parish Council Clerk
				
Mrs Lorna Gower
Clerk to Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council
C/o Syringa, Green Lane, Naunton, WR8 0PY
T: 01684 594346
E: severnstokeandcda@btinternet.com
Severn Stoke Representatives
Stephen Watkins (Chairman)

Sheepcote Farm, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JE

Pat Preston (Vice Chairman)

4 Orchard Close, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JJ

Pamela Addis

9 Stoke Gardens, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JW

Eileen Hadley

17 Knightshill, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JD

Rob Halling

10 Knightsill, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JD

Heather Keating-Nash

The Hayloft, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JA

Bert Male

Claremount, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JA

Raymond Williams

Kinnersley House Barn, Kinnersley, WR8 9JR

Hugh Hanmer

8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, WR5 3PU

Croome Representatives
Royston Garrard

23 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS

Patricia Hodson

15 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS

Peter Talbot

29 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS

Croome
‘Capability’ Brown landscape, mansion
house, Second World War museum,
playground, shop & restaurants are open daily
Restaurant & Shop 10am-5pm
House 11am-4.30pm
Park 10am-5.30pm
Access to the Park and Court is only through
the main Visitor Reception and Car Park
For more details, contact 01905 371 006 or
e-mail: croome@nationaltrust.org.uk or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome
Facebook: NTCroome
Twitter: @NTCroome
8
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St Mary's Church Fete - THANK YOU TO EVERYONE!

Our Church Fete would not be possible
without YOU our volunteers, businesses
and community!
This year with your help we raised
approx. £6,865.00!

SO A BIG THANK YOU!

(apologies if we have missed your name of the list)

Mrs A Halford & family
FW Spilsbury
Edwards Motors
Wash-Tech
Mr & Mrs Godley
Mary & Michael Sargent
Mr & Mrs Shuker
John Worthington
Mr & Mrs B Smith
Mr & Mrs K Rimell
Mr & Mrs C Norman
Mrs Maureen Pioli
Mr & Mrs M Boast
Mr & Mrs E Meyers
Mrs C Davies
Mrs Ann Skerm
Mr Tony Hallford
Mr M Biddle
Mr & Mrs K Graham
Mr & Mrs Leach
Mr T Ward, Kempsey Bridge Club
Brent Knoll Veterinary Services
Messrs. EJ Gummery
W.H.C. Hire Services
Heritage Manor
G & C Travel Ltd
McColls
Volunteer ticket sellers/stall holders
Kempsey Community Centre
Kempsey School
Dave Norton
Colin Anstey
Ann & Ken Blackwell
Fete committee Team

It was blustery, we endured a little
precipitation. Such are the vagaries of a
British summer's day! But the sun also
shone, the people were with us and
everything went well.
This year our Draw made a total of
£1947.00!! None of this would be
possible without some special people.
First of all our ticket sellers. Thank you so
much for all your hard work and time!
Secondly a very big thank you to the
prize givers. Not only did we have very
kind individual donations (including the
Men's Group & the Bell Ringers), but
also several local businesses continue to
support us:

The Retreat Beauty Salon
The Hair Gallery
Sunnyside Garage
The Walter De Cantalupe Inn
The Talbot
The Anchor
From the wider area

Tesco St Peter's
Worcester CCC
Worcester Warriors
Worcester Racecourse
Worcester Live
Number8 Pershore
Gloucestershire Warwickshire Steam
Railway
Many thanks to our fellow committee
members; Alan, David, Henry, Mark and
Philippa. And a final, heartfelt thank you
to all those who actually bought tickets!
Just to leave you with something to
ponder. There will be three, new estates
in the village soon and we will be looking
for additional tickets sellers to cover
them. More on that at a later date....
Thank You Phil & Maggie

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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e had a lovely crowd
of people who came
to enjoy a strawberry tea at
John and Heather’s house back in July.

W

T

The weather was kind to us, so we could
sit outside and enjoy the garden.

£180.00 was raised
in aid of St. Richard’s
Hospice.

We raised a wonderful total of £256.71
which will go towards food programmes
in Ethiopia.
Julia Grant & Heather Davies B.E.M.

Discussion & Prayer Group
The Discussion and Prayer Group
is now meeting on Tuesday
at 2:00 pm with plans to
hold another at coffee time or
in the evening for young parents
If you would like to hear more
please, contact: Mark, Philippa,
Mick or Mary
Tel. 07403553186
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he Coffee Morning at Gill Warfields
was a great success, the sun shone
and lots of people came to enjoy Gill’s
garden.

Thank you to all
those who helped in
any way!

WANTED!
Handyman Gardner required
4 hours per week on a
regular basis in Kempsey
Work involves light straightforward
outdoor maintenance, pressure washing,
hedge cutting, fence painting, lawns
Must be Self motivated and reliable
Please apply to
M Pioli 01905 820355

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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4th September 15th Sunday After Trinity
Kempsey

9.00 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Family Gathering

Kempsey

6.00 pm

Holy Communion

11th September 16th Sunday After Trinity
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10:30 am

Informal Worship

Severn Stoke

3.15 pm

Evensong

18th September 17th Sunday After Trinity
Kempsey

9.00 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10:30 am

Informal Worship

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

25th September 18th Sunday After trinity
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Informal Worship

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 10.00 am
at St Mary's followed by coffee.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Flower Club

O

nly a few of us managed to meet
at Laylocks on 11th July. We
remembered Betty Brown who died
recently. Sadly our numbers are
dwindling. Members were thanked for
the table flowers they provided for
the teas at the fete.

Invites you to come and enjoy listening
in comfort to a variety of music on a
Thursday evening usually from
7.30 -9.30pm

We did the flowers for the church
that weekend. As the ones already there
were still in good condition, we didn't,
have to provide many extra, so we still
have £5 left towards our next turn which
is in October.

We meet fortnightly in the lounge on the
ground floor at The Firs, Old Road North

I will make enquiries about the annual
demonstration at the Swan Theatre
and book seats for that before our next
meeting.

Then audio presentations on October
13th and 27th both starting at 7.30pm

We decided not to meet in August, the
next meeting is on 12th Sept. at 2.30 my
house, 10 Lyf,s Lane.
Hope to see you there!
Joy Dale 820417

Our meetings from September will be on
15th - an audio presentation at 7.30pm
29th - an opera DVD, starting at 7.00pm

We are a very friendly group and
welcome any newcomers
Please do contact our secretary,
Mrs Ann Skerm on 01905 820153, for
further information

Toddler Group
St Mary’s Church Fridays
(School Term)

11.00 - 12.30
14
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Women’s Fellowship

F

or our July meeting, members
enjoyed a leisurely wander around
Whitlenge Gardens, near Kidderminster.
The gardens are full of interest and
for anybody wishing to install a water
feature, a feature gateway or even
perhaps a folly, this is the place to go
since the owner is a landscape gardener
and uses Whitlenge as his show garden.
On a smaller scale, there are fairy scenes
and hobbit villages mingling amongst
the plants which could be quite easily
recreated in one's own garden for added
interest.

the Community Centre, where we look
forward to hearing from Defna McColl
who will be speaking about "Working
with Wild Animals."
Any ladies who live or worship in the
Kempsey / Severn Stoke / Croome area
are very welcome to come along and join
us.
Wendy Coen

In August, we look forward to our
members' tea party, which always
promises to be a good, social occasion
with delicious goodies to eat and the
luxury of quality time to sit and chat with
friends.
On Thursday 8th September at 2 o'clock
we are back to our normal meetings at

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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‘YOUR PARISH COUNCIL
MATTERS’
Extract of Minutes for meetings of 13th
June, 11th July, and 8th August 2016

B

y the time that you are reading
this we will be in, or very close to,
September so I hope that everyone has
had a good summer and hopefully a
holiday to refresh themselves.
Many of you will be very aware of how
the summer weather has encouraged
very vigorous growth of hedges around
the parish. We are receiving very many
comments of hedges overhanging and
blocking footpaths and walkways. Our
Lengthsmen are trying to look after all
those in public ownership, but I would
ask that if you have a hedge adjacent to
a footpath or road, could you please
have a look to ensure it is not an
obstruction or hazard to other
parishioners. Whilst on the subject
of obstructions, you will notice that
we have had bollards installed on the
pavement edges adjacent to the shop
to prevent vehicles being parked on
pavements thus blocking the path of
pedestrians. We have also put up Parking
Notices at the shop to remind drivers of
the hazards for pedestrians. McColl’s are
very supportive of these measures for
which we are very grateful. They, like us,
do not want to see an accident outside
their premises.
With all the additional homes being
built in Kempsey, we are very keen to
help these new residents integrate
into our community. For this reason
we are currently creating welcome
packs to introduce these residents to
all the facilities and activities that go
on in Kempsey. We are working with
all organisations, but if you have an
activity or group that may not have been
consulted, please make the Parish Office
aware of it.
16

At the August Parish Council meeting
we had a presentation by Mr. David
Manning from the ‘Rural Communities
Programme’. This is something that is
already running in Wychavon area and is
now being extended to the Malvern Hills
area. Its aims are to ‘Implement a model
for strong rural communities’, ‘Focus
on building community capacity’, and
‘Maximise uptake and impact of existing
public, voluntary, and community
services’. This may sound rather like
official jargon, but we gave it our blessing
as we can see it being of benefit to
vulnerable people and areas. You should
find additional information about the
scheme elsewhere in this magazine.
Meeting held on 9th May 2016
The Environment committee reported
that they wish to put up information
boards in the Rocky area advising visitors
of the history and nature of this area.
They asked that if anyone had useful
information about this would they please
share it with the Parish Council.
The Commons and Hams committee
reported that they are drafting a letter
to horse owners on Kempsey Common
requesting identification of horses. They
also are to put out a reminder of the
obligations to cut the grass on the Lower
Ham prior to the start of the Lammas
Period.
The Community Centres committee
resolved to purchase another first aid kit
and some crockery for the Community
Youth Centre.
Meeting held on 11th July 2016
Mr Graham Ferguson was voted onto the
council to fill a vacancy. Appointments
were made and approved to all the
council’s committees. Discussion took
place regarding the possibility of a
pedestrian crossing at the north of
the village following a request by a
parishioner. Our County Councillor, Mr
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Roger Sutton, said he would pursue this
matter.
The Commons and Hams committee
reported that four Red Devon cattle
had been purchased to graze Ashmoor
Common to aid the management of this
SSSI.
The Community Centres committee
resolved to have the floor sealed at the
Community Youth Centre.
The Planning committee reported
that Taylor Wimpey would be holding
presentations of the plans for the
enabling development of 100 houses
and the sports complex.
Meeting held on 8th August 2016
The Community Centres committee
resolved to fell the tree at the front of
the Community Centre that is lifting the
tarmac drive.
The Full Council resolved to reinvest
money with Cambridge and Counties
Bank, and to set up a direct debit for
payment of electricity at the Youth
Centre
For detailed minutes of all meetings
please refer to one of the six Parish
Noticeboards or to the website
www.kempseyhub.co.uk
Trevor Geens, Chairman

The Rural Communities Programme
(RCP) is a new way of engaging with rural
communities, ensuring that services
are provided and taken up in the most
effective way. It falls within the remit
of the Rural Communities and Economy
Advisory Panel. Through the project
we are working with communities to
understand how issues such as rural
isolation and poverty impact on local
communities and supporting them to
tackle issues such as these.

The aims of the Rural Communities
Programme are:
• To support vulnerable individuals
and communities in rural South
Worcestershire including older people
and the socially isolated.
• To implement a model for strong rural
communities by developing existing
networks and establishing Community
Connectors.
• To focus on building community
capacity, thereby enabling professionals
to refer into community groups.
• To maximise uptake and impact of
existing public, voluntary and community
services in rural areas whilst not
increasing reliance on them.
We have started our door knock
programme, taking services into
people’s homes and making sure they
have everything they need to remain
independent within their communities.
So far we, with the help of our partners,
have made hundreds of referrals to
services, passed on information and
advice leaflets and identified many new
community volunteers.
We are now planning the next set of
door knocks and are looking forward
to visiting Kempsey in October and
November - look out for a postcard
coming through you door! If you would
like any information about the Rural
Communities Programme please contact
David Manning
david.manning@wychavon.gov.uk or
take a look at the website
www.malvernhills.gov.uk/rural

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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FREE TO A GOOD HOME
Lawnmower,
Macallister Hover
In good working
order, but may need
new blade
Tele 01905 820821
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T

he annual meeting of Kempsey
Women’s Institute was held at the
parish hall on June 15th. President
Melody Baker introduced Suzanne Owen,
from the Worcestershire Federation.
The treasurer’s annual report was given
out and adopted and Secretary Sharon
Joyce read out her annual report which
recorded activities over the year as
diverse as joining in the Moonwalk,
playing skittles, going on a river cruise
and holding a strawberry tea to mark
the centenary of the national federation
of Women’s Institutes and a fish
supper to celebrate Kempsey WI’s 50th
anniversary. Speakers at meetings had
given talks about subjects including pub
signs, Spetchley Gardens, the life of a
paramedic and understanding dementia.
She said Kempsey was a happy WI with
a membership that had increased over
the past 12 months. Programmes for the
next 12 months were given out.
Winner of the cup for the most points
in monthly competitions from May
2015-May 2016 was Doris Francis and
Janet Enoch was presented with the

Mary Pugh Rose Bowl for the best floral
arrangement with the theme of the
Queen’s 90th birthday.
Melody Baker and Sharon Joyce were
re-elected President and Secretary and
thanked for their work and Marion
Wheeler was welcomed as new
Treasurer. Four new members joined the
committee.

Andrea Halford gave
an update on the
ongoing plans for a
replacement parish
hall in Kempsey
and Suzanne Owen
gave a report on the national WI annual
meeting held at Brighton.
On what was undoubtedly the hottest
afternoon of the year with temperatures
well over 90 degrees, 22 members of
Kempsey W.I. met at the home of Hilary
Wallace in Post Office Lane for their
Summer Garden Party. Posh frocks had
originally been intended as the dress
code for the event but the weather soon
put paid to this with skimpy wear the
chosen option.
The only saving grace was the strong
wind but, unfortunately, it also lifted
the sun shades which were sheltering
members from the strong sun. At one
time it was feared that the ladies trying
to hold them down might become a
threat to air traffic by rapidly ascending
heavenwards whilst clutching a parasol.
The wind also did its best to blow into
the house where there were large tables
containing assorted elegant sandwiches,
a huge variety of fancy home-made
cakes and fresh strawberries. We solved
this problem by eating everything!
We are most grateful to Hilary and
her husband for allowing us to use
their home and beautiful garden. The
members also expressed their thanks to
the Committee who had worked hard to
make it such a successful afternoon.
The August meeting at the parish hall
on August 17 will discover the facts
and fiction behind some medical myths
and in September, members will visit St
Richard's Hospice in Worcester for a tour
and talk by Charlie Homer.
Carol Levitt

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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e don’t need to worry about harvesting
W
our food in the UK, and when harvest time
comes in church, we praise God for providing

all we need to eat. We share our plenty with our
neighbours in our local community who have
little. This harvest, Christian Aid is asking you
to turn your attention to your global neighbours
too.
As we celebrate God’s bountiful creation, we
stand with farmer Rodah and her community in
Kenya supporting them to grow plentiful food to
last through the leaner seasons.
Every day, Rodah walked up to 10 kilometres to
get water, just to try and keep her crops alive.
Her two jerry cans weighed 18 kilograms – the
same as two car tyres.
Yet, despite her backbreaking efforts, Rodah’s
harvest was never enough. Consequently, she
couldn’t afford to send her children to school.
But since Christian Aid and its Kenyan partner
organisation ADSE, a branch of the Anglican
Church in Kenya, started supporting poor
families in her village, everything has changed.
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ADSE built a sand dam, which
keeps precious water from the
river close to the community,
so they are able to nurture
their land, grow their crops and earn an income.
With her earnings, Rodah has been able to buy
water pipes and a pump, and now her farm is
flourishing. She is now able to send her children
to school.
£32 could provide drought-resistant seeds,
such as cowpeas and mung beans, for fourteen
farmers; £160 could provide a day’s essential
agricultural training for five people; and £490
could pay for a skilled
labourer to construct
a sand dam, providing
water for the whole
community.
For more information
and ways to get your
church involved this
harvest time, visit
www.christianaid.org.uk/harvest
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Parish Contacts
Kempsey Parish Council Representatives
Name

Contact #

Address

Mr M J Bannister

01905 820180

52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG

Mr K Blackwell

01905 820549

1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PN

Mr G Ferguson

01905 828006

147 Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3LH

Mr T Frazer-Cann

01905 828254

5 Bramblewood, Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3FL

Mr T Geens

01905 820997

16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE

Mrs P Gerrard

01905 820955

23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP

Mr H Hanmer

01905 821931

8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PU

Mr B Hodgkins

01905 828449

7 Napleton Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PT

Mr J Michael

01905 820966

18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL

Miss A Patrick

01905 828476

90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LH

Mr D Pugh

07419 120522

Durridge House, Kerswell Green, Worcester, WR5 3PF

Mrs A Smith

07807 777783

49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG

Dr C Waller

01905 828383

Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk & Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office
Community Centre, Main Road
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
T: 01905 828183
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Parish Office is located to the rear of
the Community Centre. Office is open
to the public between 10.00am & 14:00
Monday to Friday. Outside these hours,
messages may be left on the office
answering machine and will be dealt
with when the Clerk is next on duty.

Parish Council Meetings: Are held the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm
at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during
Democratic Half Hour at the start of each meeting. www.kempseyhub.co.uk
District Councillors
Mr J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close,
Mr D T Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 820966
T: 01905 828107
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net
County Councillor
Mr Roger Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green, Upton Upon Severn,
Worcs, WR8 0QQ - T: 01684 593282 - E: rsutton@worcestershire.gov.uk
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
Worcestershire Hub
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk T: 01684 862151
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF
Local Beat Officer
Susan Parr: Tel: 101 ext. 67809
WPC susan.parr@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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District Councillor

District Councillor David Harrison (Kempsey Ward)
A brief update on District Council and other items that I have been
involved with recently. Produced on 12th August 2016 by David Harrison

www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
and enforcement
Flower Tubs; The flower tubs outside
officers for Kempsey
Kempsey Community Centre have been
developments and
repeatedly watered and tendered over
also for Severn Stoke.
the summer by Hugh Hanmer who we
thank for all his hard work. They have
North of The Limes;
been a spectacle on the entrance to the
Planning application
village, also thanks to Paul Hartland and
15/01748/FUL for 21 dwellings/
Hartland Nurseries for all the plants and
bungalows east of the A38 and north of
compost donated by them.
The Limes has been dismissed at appeal
by the planning inspectorate.
Church Fete 2nd July; A great event for
all the family with wonderful weather.
SWUE Planning Matters; Cllr Michael
Special thanks must go to all the groups
and myself have been involved with
performing and also assisting on the
discussions on the South Worcestershire
stalls and for Andrea Halford and all
Urban Extension (13/00656 and
her helpers in donating all the takings
13/01617) with the Highways Agency
from the hamburger stall and also for
have now withdrawn their objections
supplying all the food for their stall, in
as Junction 7 is “working well” with
raising funds for the Church.
the traffic lights. This may result in this
application now progressing very soon to
committee stage and decision.
Pharmacy Kempsey; The village is not
expected to hear the results of, if a
pharmacy will be coming to Kemspey
until later in the year.
Drainage South of Kempsey; Work on
the drainage did not progress as I was
informed but I am assured (we will see)
that work will be completed on cleaning
all the drains in Bestmans Lane by the
end of August.
Severn Stoke; Fun Day took place on
Saturday 13th August and it was again
nice to see so many people as in 2016
and a lovely hot day..
Planning; Complaints with reference
to planning applications continue
and new planning applications also
continue to come forward. Enforcement
issues remain a high priority but these
are usually very complex. We have
had discussions with the planners
22
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Chairmans Charity; Hike for Heath &
Happyness, Wednesday 7th September
The chairman of Malvern Hills Council,
John Raine, will be walking all districts
within Malvern Hills to raise money and
awareness for health. He will be passing
through Kempsey at about 11.30am
to noon and then on to Severn Stoke
approx 1pm to 1.30pm, please support
him.

General; I attended a transport & S106
scrutiny panel at Worcestershire County
Council on the afternoon of Friday 1st
July after attending a presentation at
Worcester University in the morning
to be shown the proposed expansion
of the University facilities for both
accommodation and new sports
activities by Worcester Arena.
On Tuesday 12th June the planning
application for the expansion of Clifton
Quarry to the south and east of the
existing facilities (including east of the
A38) was discussed by Worcestershire
Planning Committee at the Council
Chamber of Worcestershire County
Council and approved. Full details are
available on the Worcestershire County
Council website. The next meeting of the
Clifton Quarry Liaison Committee is due
to be held on Tuesday 6th September at
Severn Stoke. An application to install an
all purpose cycle, walking and disabled
path around the perimeter of Croome
Court was discussed at a public meeting
on Wednesday 20th July prior to a
planning application being submitted
shortly.

Road Works and Road Closures; Over
the next few months, there will still be
traffic lights appearing in Kempsey for
the new developments and closures on
the M5 in both directions between the
M42 and Junction 6. There may also
be closures between Junctions 7 and 6
during various nights.
Please feel free
to contact either
of your District
Councillors David
Harrison & John
Michael with any
questions

Full contact details
are on page 21

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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23

Parish News

PACT Meeting 20th July 2016

T

here was a very full agenda and
wealth of information about activities
in the community. A report from the
Police confirmed that apart from a small
spike in anti-social behaviour (mainly
neighbour disputes) Kempsey remains a
low crime area.

A major overhaul of the Neighbourhood
Watch scheme is in progress. Anyone
can now sign up to receive messages for
a chosen area by logging in to the West
Mercia Police Community Messaging
Service.
The Neighbourhood Plan has been
updated to reflect the comments
received from the public consultation:
it is hoped that after a period of
consultation by MHDC, examination
by an independent inspector and a
referendum, the plan will be ratified
within a few months.
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The School facilities are being upgraded
to accommodate some additional pupils
and improve security. The process of
conversion to a Multi-Academy Trust
(MAT) has begun with Hanley Swan
and Upton on Severn primary schools
and Hanley Castle High School. It is
hoped that approval will be given by the
Department for Education by April 2017.
St Mary’s church the Vicar said that
plans are going forward under a
reconstituted working party to convert
the Church into a community building to
ensure its survival. Plans also envisage
the use of land near the church to create
a special area for the community and
to make the most of the views of the
Malvern Hills.
The Community Youth Centre is now
fully under the control of the Parish
Council. A rolling programme of
improvements is in hand. The building is
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in regular use and may be hired via the
Parish Office.
The Surgery discussion reflected the
deep concern about future services: no
decision on the application for a new
pharmacy is likely before September.
Road Closures details of imminent road
closures and the work being undertaken
can be found on District Councillor David
Harrison’s website.
Parking at the shop bollards have been
installed and notices will remind users to
park safely.
New Residents the PC is co-ordinating
the production of a Welcome Pack to
advise newcomers of the range and
diversity of activities in our community.

and his assistant to cope with rampant
vegetation have been much appreciated.
Keep an eye out over the next few
months for a young person undertaking
regular litter picking as part of her
qualification for a Duke of Edinburgh
Silver Award.
Our next Litter pick will be on Sunday
16th October at 2.00pm.
Next PACT meeting at 12 noon for
12.30 on Tuesday 18th October at the
Community
Centre.
Terry Ward,
Chairman,
Kempsey PACT

Litter Pick the recent event was very
successful despite so much rubbish
being concealed by uncut grass along
the A38. The efforts of the Lengthsman

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Upton Community Care

T

his summer has, sadly, seen us lose
two long standing stalwarts from our
committee, Eleanor Grigson from Upton
and Sue Spackman from Hanley Swan.
Eleanor volunteered as a driver in 1993,
before becoming Co-ordinator and
Chairman in 1995. In effect, then, she
ran the organisation until her retirement
as an officer in 2005 although she then
remained as a committee member until
this year.

We owe both of them a huge debt
of gratitude for their considerable
contribution to the successful running of
UCC.
The “Big Society” does exist and they are
shining examples of it.
As ever we need more drivers and office
staff, so if you would like to join that Big
Society please get in touch below.
Terry McGowran (UCC Driver)

Sue became a driver in 2002 and her
qualities were immediately recognised
as she was elected secretary that same
year. She then succeeded Eleanor as
Co-ordinator and Chairman in 2005 and
steered us through the more demanding
times as our association with the County
Council (from whom we rely for a
financial grant) became more formalised
and bureaucratic. Sue relinquished
the post of Co-ordinator in 2012, but
remained Chairman until 2016.
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Cornflower Club

T

Kempsey Garden
Walkabout 2017!

We welcome new members, ladies and
gentlemen over 60 years.

I

he next meeting after the summer
break is on Wednesday, September
7th at 2:30 in the Parish Hall.

Please, come along and see what goes
on.
Sally Linsey 820476 & Julia Grant 820138

Charity Bazaar

T

he yearly Bazaar in the Parish Hall
will be on Saturday 22nd October
between 12 noon and 4.00 p.m.
The charities taking part are St. Richards
Hospice, Save the Children, Cystic
Fibrosis, M.S. (Worcester Branch) and
Midlands Air Ambulance.
Please, come along and support all the
charities, thank you!

Jean Lewis

t was suggested to me that
maybe if I put the dates
out earlier that we might get
more people for the Garden
Walkabout, So here goes!!
The dates for next year are
Saturday 24th June and
Sunday 25th June 2017
please please… put it on your
calendar then give me a ring
to say that you are going to
open your garden next year…
The charities we will be
supporting are Cancer
Research and some Kempsey
organisations.
Thank you!

Gail Brookes, 01905 821823

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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From the Curious Curate!
This month is a Suguru –
fill the grid so that each
square in an outlined block
contains a digit.
A block of 2 squares
contains the digits 1 and
2, a block of 3 squares
contains the digits 1, 2 and
3, and so on.
No same digit appears in
neighbouring squares, not
even diagonally.

July/August Solution

Congratulations to Margaret
Childs winning the quiz in
July/August issue.
Entries to Philippa at
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
or to 9, Plover’s Rise by 21st September.
The solution will be published in next month’s magazine and the prize winner
(Drawn from all correct entries) announced on the pew sheet.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

W

e hope that you have had a great
summer and that a few of you
might pay us a visit during the season to
come.
This commences on Wednesday 14th
September when, in the first of two
visits during the season, we welcome
Carl Wright LRPS to give some practical
guidance on "Getting The Most From
Your Digital Camera".
This first talk is aimed
at all camera users, but
particularly those who
might consider themselves
relatively inexperienced, so
we hope that it will be of
interest to a wider audience
in the village and beyond;
a second (in March 2017)
will address more advanced
techniques.
Following this, on
Wednesday 28th, we will
hold our first "Members'
Evening" of the season.
This will take the form of
a "Show and Tell" on the
theme of "My Summer In A
Few Images". We hope that
this meeting will also be of
interest to new or potential
members and therefore
look forward to seeing some
of you at this one too.
As you will gather, we are always
delighted to welcome visitors - those
interested in photography and those
in a specific subject or speaker - at our
meetings. While we hope that some
might become involved in our thriving,
sociable, broadly-based and inclusive
Club, there is no obligation! Our sixteen
meeting schedule for this season will
cover the second and fourth Wednesdays
of each month from September

(excepting late December), with all
meetings commencing at 7.30 pm. We
meet in the Kempsey Community Centre
in Main Road, Kempsey. We seek to
encourage and inspire each other by
holding competitions, practical evenings
and outings, and by hosting talks and
demonstrations of photographic work,
both that of members and of guests.
Further details of all this is always
available to view on our website at
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk

We look forward to seeing you on the
14th or 28th or, if this isn't possible, on
another future occasion.
In the meantime, the image displayed
with this article is "Going To Work On An
Egg", a striking and amusing composition
by Shelagh Allen, which was placed 3rd
of the projected images in our "Food &
Drink" competition in April.

Malcolm A Hay, Secretary
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

31

Parish Records

St Deny’s, Severn Stoke, St Mary Magdalen Croome D’Abitot
& St Mary the Virgin, Kempsey

Funerals

5th July
Delphine Steele
6th July
Beatrice Betty O’Donnell
Weddings
18th July
5th August
Fay Helen Davis
Samantha Nicholas &
Baptisms
James Rimell
4th August
7th August
Sarah
Andolyn
(Andie) Price
6th
August
Joanna Chloe Pickup
Hannah
Barnett
&
Eleanor Davies
9th August
Lee Evans
William Davies
Edith Kitchener
14th August
11th August
Jacob Leonard Mark Boulton
George David Adam Hogan
28th August
19th August
Hattie Florence Catherine Smith
Bert Collins

St Mary’s
100 Club

Winners for July
1st - David Hassell
2nd - Hilda Hughes
3rd - Dennis Lee
If you would like to
join the
St Mary’s 100 club
for more information
please contact
Sue Fitzjohn on

07796134239
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BARRY COMLEY
Pat and Family would like to thank all
friends and neighbours for their kind
messages of
condolence
and donations
in memory of
Barry, a total of
£600 has been
shared between
St. Richard’s
Hospice and
Marie Currie
Nurses.

Parish News
James Rimell & Samantha Nicholas
5th August 2016

Lee Evans & Hannah Barnett
6th August 2016
Jason Cladish & Jessica Cook
2nd July 2016

Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01905 409710
07798 790913

•

Certificate issued

Andysweeps.com

•

Weekend/Evening sweeps available

•

Traditional brush/Power sweep

•

Stove maintenance
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Home Security Advice

M

any people often put security of
their home at the bottom of their
list of things to do! But the majority of
burglars can be deterred by a few simple
security measures. For a relatively small
outlay you can make your home more
secure and buy peace of mind into the
bargain.
As a locksmith, I offer a free, no
obligation home security survey and will
advise the homeowner on any areas
which may require improvement. I have
a wealth of knowledge about different
styles of security and handy tips for
homeowners that needn’t cost the earth.
Over time your locks may start to behave
badly, and may become harder to open
or the key may not turn first time. You
can arrange a service call out where locks
are stripped down, cleaned and any parts
replaced and realigned thus avoiding a
possible lock replacement.
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If you have you just moved into your new
home, congratulations! .....But have you
thought about how many people might
still have keys to your new property?
For peace of mind and security you
might think of replacing your locks.
If you require any further advice on
home security give me a call on
01905 570999/ 07871 442011 or take a
look at: www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk
Stewart Mugliett, SJM Locksmiths

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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Vicar of Chamwino Parish

interesting, I thank you again!

As I remember some of the places you
organised for me to visit which are very

In May I wrote an article concerning the
need of having a car so that I can serve
the people easily despite the weather
conditions, or even if I and my wife have
a lot to carry we can travel without any
problems.

Dear Rev. Mark, Rev. Phillipa and other
members of Kempsey parish,
I am so thankful for you as you are caring
for my parish needs both financially
and with your prayers. Some may think
that I am bothering you for repeating
our thankfulness many times, but I feel
it is good to mention it each and every
time because of what you are doing for
my parish it is unforgettable hospitality
and love. Indeed you have become
part of us, and if I am not mentioning
your hospitality to us I feel like I have a
burden in my heart.

I am writing this to inform you that I
have got a car (see image opp. pg) which
will be helping me to do this ministry
easily. The car itself is not new car it is an
old one it was manufactured in 1990. So
it has got 26 years since it was made. So I
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am having a challenge of renovating it.
We have decided to buy this car because
the price was affordable due to our
circumstances here and we thought that
it is better to have this one than having
nothing.
I strongly believe it is a good step for
starting; it is my hope that in the future
we will get a new car so it will be helping
to travel within Morogoro even outside
Morogoro for doing God’s ministry.

for this need because when I came to
visit you, I read your monthly magazine I
found my article was there.
Thus it meant that
many who read this
article from the
magazine prayed for it,
thank you very much
for your Christian love
may God bless you
abundantly.
So I am still asking
for your prayers so God may help us to
renovate this car quickly so it can be
used to travel for
serving His people.
I believe by His
power we get what
we need, for His
glory.

So I take this opportunity to thank you
for your prayers. I know many prayed

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

Thanks very much
Enock Chibada
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Thank you

Doris Francis wishes to thank everyone
who visited the Open Garden’s on July
9th.
Also thanks to John Webster, who
organised the walk. Janet and Henry
Morris who supplied refreshments and
John and Sue Harrison. John Harrison
had a vintage car display and John
Webster a model railway, which was
fantastic.
The grand total raised was a wonderful
amount of £300. This money is for
Worcestershire Breast Cancer Unit Haven
at the Worcester hospital.
Thanks again, as they say, every little
helps.

Our next meeting is in the Parish Hall
on Sunday 18th September at 10:30am,
starting with tea/coffee and biscuits.
We gather together to celebrate God’s
goodness and His love for us. Why don’t
you come along and join with us, you
would be most welcome. We will have a
time of worship and Dave Norton will be
sharing with us.
We have a shared lunch at the end of
the meeting and you would be most
welcome to stay and enjoy this and some
friendly chat.
For more
information
please contact
Dave & Ann
Norton on
01905 820401
or visit our
website

ww.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Our Quercus Ilex (Holly Oak)

I

gaze up in awe at Nature’s sculpted
boughs gently dancing in the breeze.
Branches, some as thick as a grown
mans trunk, heavier than four, strong
as steel but light of foot, move to a
natural rhythm. Myriads of tired leaves,
that have seen the year through,
jostle and rustle, while diaphanous
new growth, paints spiralling shafts of
yellow-green light across the swaying
boughs.
The show attracts all manner of
creatures. A butterfly flutters up and
brushes a sprig of leaves then gently
drifts away on a new trail. Several
young jackdaws alight on the highest
sprays then melt into the canopy, their
velvet grey hoods occasionally catching
the sun, giving away their presence. A
dragonfly whirrs across the boughs on
an even path, then erratically swerves
back in the opposite direction. Back
and forth it goes several times, as if
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on an elastic leash, its glassy wings
glistening, like jewels, in the morning
sun. Suddenly it deviates from this
regular pattern and veers off and out
of sight. A charm of finches shoot
across the view, only becoming visible
as such, when they alight in the tree;
hanging upside down, they cling to the
fine sprigs, pecking at the fresh leaves,
presumably after insects or maybe
dew. Suddenly! a cacophony breaks
the melodic rhythm as a squirrel stalks
a nest. The sound of furiously beating
wings, tells of a pigeon’s plight. Broken
shell falls from the boughs, like tiny
leaves in the fall. A pair of juvenile
squirrels, oblivious to the theft, defy
gravity, as they spiral up and down,
around the trunk, playing tag or so it
seems.
A few minutes in the life of a tree
spanning 200 years, just a glimpse of
the goodness and well being served by
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this great tree. Alas its time has been
overtaken by a darker side of nature:
the one that clears the dead, the dying
and diseased. Our beautiful tree was
slowly succumbing to disease. The
trunk was being slowly eaten away by
fungus and teeming hoards of ants and
beetles. The tree had hollowed to such
an extent, it was deemed dangerous by
those that know. It could have fallen
in high winds and smashed through
the house or crashed into the road,
maybe crushing cars, people...who
knows? Man had decided its fate and
down it came. Now, just a blank canvas
remains for nature to paint.
RPB

I

t was with great regret that we decided
to do the proper thing and have it
removed. During the felling process,
it became obvious that the disease
was even more wide spread than first

thought. It is with some consolation that
the decision was made when it was.
The consequences of any indecisiveness
could have been so much worse.
As far as fate concerned, if the road,
house and pub opposite, were not so
close, the tree would probably still be
here. It would have fallen eventually,
maybe sooner, maybe later. Mankind
determines things in the short term, but
nature wins eventually. The old oak still
has its roots and non-diseased shoots
springing from them. In a few years,
maybe a new oak will rise up in all its
glory?
All that remains, at present, apart from
the root & shoots, is a 6ft stump. As a
memento to the highly loved tree that
once adorned our garden, it will be
made temporarily into a fairy house for
our grandchildren.
Robert P Beales

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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After Normandy, we must open the church doors wide!
for themselves. They had seen Jesus
alive – not as a disembodied ghost, but
as a breathing, talking, living person. And
what’s more, the power that had made
this possible was available for them too.
Do we have the courage to resist the
tide of scapegoating of minorities that is
threatening to overwhelm our nation?

A

s we begin to absorb the horrifying
events that have taken place in France,
including the particularly evil attack on
Father Jacques Hamel, who was murdered
in the church of Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray
in Normandy , we are taken back to the
very heart of the Christian gospel.
The narrative that we are drawn into
and seek to build our lives upon as
Christians centres around a barbaric act
of murderous cruelty, against a man who,
by anyone’s standards, didn’t deserve
it. Jesus was a great blessing to his
community: he was wise, he was gentle,
and his life gave witness to God’s love and
mercy to the poorest and most vulnerable
of people. And yet he was tortured and
murdered in the most brutal way – and
publicly.
His followers felt much like the people of
the church of Saint-Etienne-du-Rouvray
could be forgiven for feeling today:
devastated and afraid. And the accounts
of the aftermath of Jesus’s death in the
gospels confirm that to be the case. They
hid themselves away in locked rooms,
fearful that the same fate would befall
them, because they were associated with
him.

As it is for us. And so we too must reject
the temptation to separate ourselves
from our Muslim neighbours; we must
decide to play our part in leading
our communities in mutual support,
welcome and love. But do we have the
courage to resist the tide of scapegoating
of minorities that is threatening to
overwhelm our nation?
If the church cannot halt this divisive
spirit, then who can? Only this week I
had a conversation with an employee of
a taxi firm, near to my church, St Mark’s
in Stoke-on-Trent, who is a Muslim of
Pakistani origin. He commented that
he had seen the video circulating on
Facebook of former Muslim asylum
seekers and refugees being baptised at
St Mark’s. There was a long pause as we
looked into each other’s eyes, and then
he said: “You are doing good work”.

I felt honoured and humbled in equal
measure. This man offered to me
something that even many other fellow
Christians are unable to offer, and that
is a recognition that we are on the same
side, that we want God and faith to be
a high priority in our city, that we want
refugees to feel that they are welcomed
and to know that they are valued,
and that the things that divide us are
And yet, remarkably, just a few short days nowhere near as important as the things
later, these very same terrified people had that unite us.
been transformed, and began to live out
their faith openly in their towns and cities. We have a choice to make in how we
will respond to the very real possibility
They were a blessing to those around
that our churches could become targets
them, and shared in the communal life
for radicalised or violent people, be they
of their diverse communities. They had
experienced the reality of the resurrection of a far-right persuasion, Isis affiliated,
42

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Rev Sally Smith baptises a group of refugees at
St Mark’s church in Stoke-on-Trent

or simply tormented in mind and spirit.
Should we build high walls around our
churches and lock our doors? Should we
install CCTV and remind one another to
be wary of strangers? Should we employ
stern-looking security guards to patrol
the perimeter of the churchyard? Should
we teach our children that all Muslims,
asylum seekers and refugees are to be
treated with suspicion? I don’t think so.
Of course we should exercise sensible
precautions each time our church

Feature Articles
buildings are open to the public for
worship and other events. That is
common sense and good practice. We
should do all that we can to ensure
that young people and the vulnerable
are safeguarded from those who wish
intentional harm.
But we must resist the temptation to
fear. We must remind ourselves that we
are people of hospitality, particularly to
the stranger and especially to the people
who look different from us and those
who may worship in a very different way
than we do. We must remind ourselves
that our churches are places to pray in
for all people, wherever they are from,
whatever clothes they wear and in
whatever position they choose to pray.
We need to tell our communities that
our churches are indeed open for all, and
that we have a good-news story to share,
which offers the only hope for our world.
Sally Smith

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Schools News
Hanley Castle High School News
n September 22nd we are eagerly
anticipating the formal opening of
our new sixth form centre, our students
have been occupying this state of the
art facility since the start of term but the
‘cutting of the ribbon’ will signal a new
chapter in the long history of our school
and offer a wonderful study facility to
our sixth formers.

O

If anyone has a bag of old clothes
that they have been meaning to get
rid of please can we have them? The
Bag2School charity offer us £400/tonne
for any garments that they can pass on
to sellers in Africa and Eastern Europe.
Any donations can be left at our front
office.
We are also busy preparing for our Open
Evening on Wednesday 5th October
from 6.00pm. Our show case evening
for prospective pupils and parents and
an opportunity for us to highlight those
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special qualities that we feel
are the key to our pupils’
success. If you would like
a tour of the school during
the day please contact the
headteacher’s secretary, Mrs Davidson
and we will be happy to meet you.
We were delighted to host a reunion get
together this summer of the 1979/80
leavers. About 60 of their year group
and 7 members of staff enjoyed some
brilliant reminiscences of their time at
the school and they were amazed by the
new buildings that have gone up since
their departure. In 1980 the school
population stood at about 400 with 40
staff whilst this year we head into the
new academic year with 1000 pupils and
over 100 members of staff, including
teaching and non teachers.
With best wishes,

Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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Parish News

Martin & his Tumours Mountain Marathon!

THANK YOU!

to everyone who made a donation
for my climb up Snowdonia!
Due to problems with my feet it
took me just over 7 1/2 hours to
climb up and get back down.
I'm very happy to Report that I
have raised £1050 for checkemlads
, this money will certainly help
save young men's lives and will
help those battling with this cruel
cancer.
I am enclosing a photo of myself
and my wife just as we are getting
to the summit without her fantastic
support I would have never been
able to make it.
Many thanks, Martin Allen
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Parish Contacts

More Useful Contacts
Wedding Enquiries

01905 820067

Fiona Harrison E:harrisonfiona@hotmail.com

Name

Number

Name

Number

Brownie Guides

01905 820901

2nd Brownie Guides

07825 786604

Scouts

01905 764168

Cub Scouts

01905 764168

Beaver Scouts

01905 764168

Craft Club

01905 828476

Kempsey Camera Club

01905 351041

Competition Club

01905 821462

Kempsey Angling Association

01905 821666

Pilates

07903 901956

Symphony Dance School

01886 833263

Dance Class

01905 424415

Kempsey Women’s Fellowship

01905 828096

Kempsey Men’s Fellowship

01905 820129

St Mary’s Church Bell-ringers

01905 820601

Cornflower Club

01905 820476

St Mary’s Flower Club

01905 820417

Women’s Institute (WI)

01905 821189

Mother’s Union (Upton Deanery)

01684 592309

Kempsey Cricket Club & Jnrs

07753 607979

Kempsey Sports Association

01905 821215

Kempsey Lawn Tennis Club

07960 002349

Kempsey Colts Football Club

01905 821994

Kempsey Uni Football Club

01905 821215

Dance Exercise Classes

01905 353052

Bridge Club

01905 820786

Kempsey Recorded Music Soc.

01905 820153

Art group

01905 820595

S.Worcs Ass. of Retired Persons

01905 27421

Yoga

01905 828404

Kempsey Doctors Surgery

01905 820466

Local Policing team

01905 338765

Tuesday Friendship Group

01905 820401

Coming Together Fellowship

01905 820138

Grace Community

01905 820120

Little Angels Toddler Group

01905 820401

Coming Together Fellowship

I

n July the fellowship met at the home of Ron and
Mavis’ in Storridge. The weather wasn’t to bad
and we were able to sit outside for a while before
coming home. Ron and Mavis made us very welcome
supplying us with drinks and a lovely lunch.
Our next meeting will be on Monday, September
12th at 10:30 for coffee in St. Mary’s Church. Our
speaker will be Libby James and we look forward
to her time with us. There will be a snack lunch
provided for everyone.
If you would like to come along and join us you
would be very welcome. Ladies and gentlemen of any
age are welcome.

Julia Grant 820138 &
Carol Shaw-Ling 821467
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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If you would like to attend the event below at
the Worcester Arena, please sign up for tickets
on the list at the back of St Mary's church

