June 2016

St Mary's Church

Summer Fair
Saturday 2nd July

2 - 4:30 pm

From the Editor
If you would like to advertise or send an
article for the magazine please forward
to; susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
NOTE NEW: Deadline for articles/adverts
is 5pm, 13th of each month. It would
help enormously if you could send
articles in advance of the deadline.
Items for typing need to be delivered
to Julia Grant, 34 St Mary’s Close, by

12th of each month, again it would be
appreciated in advance of the deadline.
Call Kate Badger if you wish to have a
K.LINKS delivered 01905 820057.
Our continued thanks to those who
give their time freely to help with our
Community magazine, we could not do it
without you!
Thank you, Susan Cawley

FRIDAYS
2:00pm to 4:00 pm
The Function Room
@ The Crown
Main Road Kempsey
www.facebook.com/popuppopinteashop
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The Curate Writes

I

can’t quite believe that in a few days it
will be a year since I moved to Kempsey.
It seems even more extraordinary
that, at the end of the month, I will
be celebrating the anniversary of my
ordination as deacon, the beginning of
my curacy in Kempsey and Severn Stoke
and will be back in the cathedral to be
ordained priest! Back in September, I
wrote on these pages to thank you all for
the welcome you have given me – this
month I want to go a step further.
I want to thank you all for making me
feel so much a part of the community so
quickly. Having now lived through a full
year of events, I’m starting to feel that I
might know a little bit about what makes
these places tick … but I’m also very
aware that it takes much longer than I
have had to really understand them.
Over the last year, I’ve had so many
new experiences. But there are two
that really stand out for me. The first
has been spending time in the schools.
Although my background includes
teaching, I trained adults in engineering
disciplines and had very little experience
of working with children. I had to think
back to the cub pack I helped out at
in my late teens to find the last time I
spent a substantial amount of time with
under-11s. So I was rather nervous
about being involved with assemblies
and after-school clubs. To be honest,
I feel a bit silly now, because it has
been an unalloyed delight! If you don’t
spend much time with children yourself,
ignore those who tell you that young
people today aren’t as motivated, selfdisciplined and well-mannered as they
used to be. The children I have engaged
with are enthusiastic; they join in; they
challenge me by asking the questions
that I have lost sight of; they offer
respect but expect it to be earned and
then reciprocated just as an adult would.

In late April, I took my first solo
assemblies in both schools. I wasn’t
as nervous as I might have been in
September, but it felt like a milestone
and I was anxious it should go well. I
started by telling them that I was all on
my own this week – that I didn’t have
any friends. When I asked if anyone
would like to volunteer to be my friend
I was overwhelmed – every single hand
went up! That is no reflection on me;
what it does reflect is the kindness and
inclusiveness of those communities.
So, if you haven’t spent time in school
for a long while, think seriously about
getting involved in one of the afterschool clubs or with the “Open the
Book” team. I suspect you will be as
delighted as I have been to encounter
a generation that may have different
interests to those you grew up with, may
lack the automatic deference that older
generations of children had drilled into
them, but who have values of generosity,
inclusion and friendship that we would
all do well to imitate.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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And, if you come to St Mary’s family
gathering regularly, you might be
interested in some findings of the
Scripture Union as part of their ‘Sticky
Faith’ research. One of the things that
keeps young people coming back to
church as they move into their teens
and early adulthood is a network of
significant relationships with older
people in church. In fact, they suggest
that the crucial number is 5: five older
individuals who take a specific and
sustained interest in their experience;
five older individuals who make an
effort to seek out the same child each
time they come and talk to them as an
equal about their life and engagement
with church. Did you have a good time
today? What did you learn that was
new? What did you enjoy most today?
It’s about SHOWING these young people
OUR Christian values – showing them,
through our interest, that they are loved
and valued in church, that we will not
put a stumbling block in the way of the
little ones coming to Christ.

The second experience was rather
different and more specific. It was
outside the parish boundaries and might
be thought to be beyond our immediate
concerns. But visiting St Paul’s Hostel
in Worcester showed me just how close
the problem of homelessness is to all of
us. I met people not unlike me – mostly
young(ish!), a few with military service
in their backgrounds, people who grew
up in country villages – but people who
life had dealt a different hand. People
who, through no fault of their own but
through bad luck, difficult choices and, in
almost all cases, trauma at an young age,
had found themselves with nowhere to
go. People who, like Jesus, had nowhere
to lay their heads.
I also met a team of incredibly focused
and dedicated people who have made
it their life’s work to give these men and
women another chance: to put a roof
over their heads, to give them a chance
to improve their skills, to lend a listening
ear and practical help when so many of
us would turn aside. The work that the
team at St Paul’s Hostel do makes a huge
difference in real lives – you only have to
visit Cheltenham to see the difference. I
was shocked to visit such a prosperous
town and find so many on the streets.
In Worcester, the work of St Paul’s in
conjunction with the City Council means
the problem here is far less visible. But,
make no mistake, there is a problem.
And changes to the way services like
those offered by St Paul’s are funded are
not helping. The economic downturn
and the cuts enforced by austerity
measures mean that programmes of
engagement with those who have no
home to go to, programmes with a
proven track record, are having to be
restructured.
Not everyone is cut out to work in such
a challenging environment, but we can
all help. We can pray for the work of
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St Paul’s and we can help them with
their fundraising. And, when we next
come to local elections, we can ensure
that we make our decision about how
to vote, not just on the basis of what a
particular party will do for us and our
personal circumstances, but for their
wider policies, including their intentions
for services to those who are homeless
in Worcester.
These experiences and the many others I
have had over the last year have changed
me in some ways. They have certainly
helped me to think more deeply about
what my ordination as priest will mean.
The vocation that God has called me
to is not all, or even mostly, about
ministering to those who come to church
on Sunday. I am called, with the whole
church, to preach the Gospel afresh in
every generation … and most of THIS
generation are NOT in church! It is
the daunting task of ALL of us who call
ourselves Christians to go out into the
metaphorical byways and hedgerows
and find a way of making the Good News
of Jesus Christ compelling to those we
meet. And that includes the children in
our schools and those who society has
rejected or disadvantaged.
No excuses … it is OUR task to hand on
to those who come after us a faith that is
joyful, relevant and life-changing, a faith
that Jesus Himself would recognise.
Philippa Sargent

St Mary's Church

Saturday 2nd July; 2 - 4:30 pm

D

onations of the following for the
summer fair would be fantastic!
Alcohol, Pimms, Ginger Beer,
wine etc. Plus... Homemade jams,
preserves, cakes, games prizes, more
cakes, raffle gifts, more cakes etc.
Good, clean toys, jigsaws, books for
toy tombola, perfume, body cream
for adult tombola., more cakes...

Love to help then contact;
susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
Donations can be left at the back
of the church, please mark for the
attention of the Summer Fair Team.
We also need people to sell raffle
tickets to friends, neighbours, at work
etc. if you can help please contact
Phil Adams on 01905 357491.
Many thanks!
Summer Fair Team

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Teddies for Tragedies

P

lease, put you donated bears, knitted
baby clothes, knitted blankets etc. in
the basket in church, where they will be
collected.
There is also some stuffing for the bears
when you need it, help yourselves to as
much as you need.
The knitted items are now taken by
Pat Wright who stores them ready for
collection.
I would like to
thank Mary Read,
who has done this
in the past and
has now handed
over to Pat.
Julia Grant
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T

he Anchor Inn in Kempsey has
arranged a 'community street party
at the pub' after regular customers
requested that the Landlord, Brynn
Hazlewood does something fun to mark
the 90th birthday of the Queen.
So to coincide with the official street
party being held in London - You are all
invited to attend on Sunday 12th June at
12 noon.
Brynn is aiming to make this a real village
community event, bringing together
local people of all ages and celebrating
the Queen's birthday in style!
There will be music in the garden, a
pig roast and BBQ, bouncy castle, face
painting, a number of stalls, tombola,
and lots more fun. The Anchor will be
raising funds for St. Richard's Hospice.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Church Services
5th June 2nd after Trinity
Kempsey

9.00 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Family Gathering

Kempsey

6.00 pm

Holy Communion

12th June St Barnabas
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10:30 am

Informal Communion

Severn Stoke

10:30 am

Informal Worship

19th June 4th Sunday after Trinity
Kempsey

9.00 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10:30 am

Informal Worship

Severn Stoke

10:30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey School 4.00 pm

Pop up Pop In Tea & Talk

26th June 5th after Trinity
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

5.00 pm

Holy Communion

3rd July St Thomas Apostle
Kempsey

9:00 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10:30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Family Gathering

Kempsey

6.00 pm

Holy Communion

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 10.00 am at St Mary's followed by coffee.
Discussion and Prayer Group
The Discussion and Prayer Group is now
meeting on Tuesday at 2:00 p.m. with
plans to hold another at coffee time or in
the evening for young parents.
If you would like to hear more please,
contact: Mark, Philippa, Mick or Mary.
Tel. 07403553186
8

A SPECIAL THANK YOU!
Margaret Childs is retiring in September
as Sacristan at St Mary’s and a regular
Server at the communion services. She
has been a busy and loyal helper at St
Mary’s; always greeting everyone with
her lovely smile and very willing hands.
She will still be part of the church family ,
but not in such an active role.
Ann & Henry, Church Wardens

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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The Churches of St Mary’s & St Denys’
Rector: Reverend Mark Badger

Apple Tree Cottage 31 Napleton Lane Kempsey
Tel. 01905 820057 Mob 07828233049
E: vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
Curate

PCC Secretary

Church Wardens Severn Stoke

Treasurer

Jim Spence
Tel. 01905 371351

Readers

Rev Philippa Sargent
9 Plovers Rise
Kempsey, WR5 3SA
01905 821012
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
John Henderson
Meadow Hill House
Severn Stoke
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel. 01905 371218

St Mary's
Church
Fair
Saturday
2nd July
2 - 4:30 pm

Marian Walters MBE
8 Old Vicarage Close
Kempsey, WR5 3ND
Tel. 01905 820558

Rev David Hassell
14 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 828096

Church Wardens Kempsey
Ann Blackwell
1 The Oaks
Kempsey, WR5 3PN
Tel. 01905 820549

Sheila Cook
32 Lower Ferry Lane
Callow End
Worcester, WR2 4UH
Tel. 01905 831829

Peter Fitzjohn
8 Post Office Lane
Kempsey,
Worcester WR5 3NS
Tel. 01905 820320

Henry Morris
10 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 820601

Paul Kemp
7 Byfields
Kempsey, WR5 3NN
Tel. 01905 821262

Libby James
7 Battenhall Avenue
Worcester, WR5 HN
Tel. 01905 353935

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Feature Articles

CHAMWINO PARISH DIOCESE OF MOROGORO TANZANIA

D

ear Rev. Mark Badger

I am very thankful for the support for
all the projects of our parish, and the
support for my visit to your Kempsey
Parish. Really I cannot take this for
granted.
On behalf of the whole parish I give
many thanks to you personally and other
members in Kempsey Parish. May God
bless you so very much.

transportation, not only to get to those
churches but also for pastoral care in
the whole parish.
Currently I
am using a
motorcycle
which is
limited when
it is raining.
I cannot
carry out
my ministry
because of
the rain at
times. Not
only when it
is raining is it
also difficult
to travel with
my wife when
she has lots of bags.

Therefore dear brethren, I need your
prayers so God willing we may get a car.
This will make travelling easier to visit
The Honda 110 bike belongs to Enock's
the churches and carry out my pastoral
care come rain or sun shine I can go
As mentioned previously to you,
Chamwino parish has four congregations, anywhere to serve God’s people easily.
St. Paul’s Church which is the centre of
Many thanks
the Parish where we are building the
Revd Captain
Nursery School, St. Stephen’s Church
Enock
Mafiga, St. Peter’s Church Kasanga and
Chibada
St. Philip’s Church.
The two
churches
which is St.
Paul’s and St.
Stephen’s are
near to where
I live. The
remaining
two are so
far away to
reach them I
need to have
Photos: Enock, wife & family
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A

t the April meeting of Kempsey WI,
members heard about the Kempsey
Neighbourhood Development Plan.
Parish councillor
Ann Smith spoke
clearly about
why the plan had
been drawn up,
its aims and limitations. She explained
the consultation process and answered
members’ questions.
Great concern was raised about the
plan’s suggested use of Pixham Ferry
Lane to access a proposed new sports
and community facility. Speakers felt this
exceedingly narrow lane with high verges
was already dangerous for pedestrians
and would be totally unsuitable to
take increased traffic. Cllr Smith urged
them to make their views known to the
council.
She was thanked by Secretary Sharon
Joyce and President Melody Baker.
The May meeting on Wed 18th will be
held at the function room of The Crown
pub in Main Road, with a chance to play
skittles.
June’s meeting is the annual meeting
when officers are due to be elected. A
treasurer is urgently needed.
Carole Levitt

Toddler Group
St Marys Church Fridays
(School Term)

11.00 - 12.30
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Kempsey Garden Walkabout 2016
am sorry to say that due to the
reduced amount of applicants willing
to open their gardens this year the
walkabout will not be going ahead
as it would not be possible to make a
weekend of it.

I

Apologies to those who were willing
to partake. We hope to try again next
year, 2017, and with some luck perhaps
some new gardens will be willing to
participate.
Best wishes,
Gail Brookes, (01905) 821823

Upton Community Care
On May 6th we held our AGM. Sadly
Sue Spackman our Chairman and leader
for many years stepped down from her
post. Sue joined UCC in 200 and over
the years has done many jobs within our
organisation including the Co-ordinator
role for seven years, I am pleased to say
however she will continue driving for us
until she reaches UCC retirement age.
Over the years Sue has invested so many,
many hours of her time to helping not
just the many clients who she has driven,
but also members of our team, and on
behalf of everyone I would like to thank
her for all she has done for UCC and the
general community and wish her good
health and happiness over the coming
years.
Eleanor Grigson has also retired from
our Committee, Eleanor held many
posts over a period of 25 years and we
thank her for all her time, guidance and
great support, again I am more than
pleased to say that she has agreed for
us to continue to hold our bi-monthly
Committee meetings and annual
summer party at her home in July.
With losing these two wonderful ladies
who have worked tirelessly and our most
recent Co-ordinator Roger Wildin who
12

Tools with a Mission
We continue to collect most types of tools,
carpentry, building, gardening, leatherwork,
sewing and knitting machines, cottons,
fabrics etc.
These items will now be stored at the home
of Joy Clee, 820317.
Also contact Julie on 820789 for collection.
Thank you again to Mary
Read for all her work and
effort into storing these
items at her home ready for
collection.
Julia Grant

left UCC late last year when he moved
down south, we have had great leaders,
and now very large shoes to fill and
reputations to live up to.
Last year our total number of journeys
was 2,172 and 50,250 miles driven.
These numbers break down to the
following - 760 to various hospitals in
and around the county, 1,096 to clinics
the majority being to Upton Health
Centre, 71 to Day Care Centres and 245
visits taking close relatives to visit their
loved ones in hospitals, and care homes.
Our time and care is underpinned by 33
drivers (3 of whom are unavailable at the
moment due to various reasons) and 12
office staff four of who also drive.
These journeys and mileage reflect an
amazing amount of driving hours and
office/admin support time gladly given
by all at UCC, but for us to continue
providing this service we do need your
help.
So if you could spare a few hours a
month and would like to drive for us
we would love to hear from you, please
leave you details on 01684 593255 or
email
uptoncommunitycare@hotmail.com and
one of us will get back to you.
Jan Bastick, UCC Co-odinator/Secretary

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Giant Garage Sale!

Parish News

Saturday 18th June
10 am - 4 pm
33 The Limes, Kempsey

Join us for a cuppa and cake £1.50
Proceeds to St. Richard’s Hospice

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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‘YOUR PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS’
Extract of Minutes for meeting of 9th May 2016

I

must start this month by thanking
everyone who ventured up to the
top of Kempsey Common on the
evening of 21st April for our Birthday
Beacon celebrations for the Queen’s
90th birthday. It was a wonderful
evening with clear skies and no rain,
and everyone I saw had a smile on
their face. I believe that our Queen,
Elizabeth II, will have been moved
by the celebrations like ours that
took place all across the country and
Commonwealth. Your Parish Council
are pleased to have staged the event
and are buoyed by your support.
We would like to thank all the people
who graze horses on the Common
for removing them for the duration
of the event, to ensure the safety
of all the parishioners attending the
Beacon evening.
As I mentioned last month, the
Neighbourhood Development Plan
consultation period has now come
to an end and we have received a
large number of comments from
parishioners. There has been a wide
range of comments on the Plan,
some of them very constructive
and helpful, which will be taken
forward in the revised plan prior
to submission to MHDC. We thank
everyone who responded.
You will have noticed that the
Environment Committee and the
Lengthsmen have been busy in the
village by clearing out scruffy areas
of old hedging along the Main Road,
widening footpaths by digging back
the soil and grass that creeps out
over the pathways, and bringing the
stone plinth and metal railings at the
16

Alban tree in Church Street back to
their former glory.
There is at present a vacancy for a
seat on the Parish Council. If you
think that you would like join, then
please contact the Parish Office
for further information. Being a
Parish Councillor is a voluntary
position but does have obligations
that are laid down by parliament
and administered by our Principle
Authority, which is Malvern Hills
District Council. Having said all that,
it is a rewarding and varied life being
a Parish Councillor, especially in a
parish the size of Kempsey.
Meeting held on 9th May 2016
There is not too much to report this
month as the above meeting, the
first after the start of the council
year, had an agenda that was mainly
committed to constitutional matters.
The Environment committee reported
that there have been instances of
vandalism to the litter bins that are
located throughout the village.
The Commons and Hams committee
reported that Ashmoor Common,
our only SSSI, has been assisted by
Natural England in developing a new
grazing plan for our cattle. This will
help the common develop without
being overrun by certain species.
They resolved to seek appropriate
evidence of infractions of Commons
Byelaws for referral to MHDC and
Trading Standards. They ask that

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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Coming Together Fellowship

should anyone see evidence of
this, would they please record it
photographically, if possible and
safe to do, and forward to the Parish
Office.
The Recreation committee reported
that the problems with the sports
pavilion roof had been found to
be worse than expected and more
quotes would have to be sought.
For detailed minutes of all meetings
please refer to one of the six Parish
Noticeboards or to the website
www.kempseyhub.co.uk
Trevor Geens, Chairman

W

e had a very good meeting with
Philippa our guest speaker in May,
thank you Philippa.
On Monday, June 13th, Peter Holzapfel
will join us as our speaker. We look
forward to seeing him at our meeting
which is held on the second Monday of
the month at 10-30.
We meet for coffee and a chat, our
meeting begins at 11-00 and finishes
with a light lunch and more fellowship at
12-00.
If you would like to join us please, come
along, you would be very welcome.
Ladies and gentlemen of any age are
welcome. We meet in St. Mary’s Church.

Julia Grant 820138
Carol Shaw-Ling 821467

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Kempsey Parish Council Contacts
Parish Council Representatives

Name
Contact #
Mr M J Bannister 01905
820180
Mr D Bevan
01905
820171
Mr K Blackwell
01905
820549

Address
52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG

Mr T Frazer-Cann 01905
828254
Mr T Geens
01905
820997
Mrs P Gerrard
01905
820955
Mr H Hanmer
01905
821931
Mr B Hodgkins
01905
828449
Mr J Michael
01905
820966
Miss A Patrick
01905
828476
Mr D Pugh
07419
120522
Mrs A Smith
07807
777783
Dr C Waller
01905
828383

5 Bramblewood, Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3FL

17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PN

16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE
23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PU
7 Napleton Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PT
18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL
90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LH
Durridge House, Kerswell Green, Worcester, WR5
3PF
49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG
Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer The Parish Office is located to the rear
Mrs S Baxter,
of The Community Centre. The office is
Parish Office
open to the public between 10.00am
Community Centre
and 14:00 Monday to Friday. Outside
Main Road
these hours, messages may be left on
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
the office answering machine and will
T: 01905 828183
be dealt with when the Clerk is next on
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
duty.
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community
Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during Democratic Half Hour at the
start of each monthly meeting. Kempsey Hub: www.kempseyhub.co.uk
18

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Parish Contacts
District Councillors
Mr D T Harrison
8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 828107
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net

Mr J. Michael,
18 Meadow Close,
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
T: 01905 820966
E: richardjmichael@btinternet.com

Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams
St Mary's
0300 333 3000
Fair
E-sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Saturday
Worcestershire Hub
2nd July
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
2 - 4:30 pm
T: 01684 862151 Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern,
Worcs, WR14 3AF
County Councillor
Mr Roger Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green, Upton Upon Severn,
Worcs, WR8 0QQ - T: 01684 593282
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
E-mail: rsutton@worcestershire.gov.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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District Councillor David Harrison Report (Kempsey Ward)
Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other
items that I have been involved with recently.

Celebrations Thursday 21st April for
Queens 90th Birthaday on Kempsey
Common: It was very nice to see so
many people celebrating this event and
our thanks must go to Kempsey Parish
Council and its members for organising
and running this event. I met so many
people who I have not seen for a few
years and I hope that it is not long before
a further function like this is organised. It
reminds me of the Carnivals that used to
be held on the Common.

Drainage South of
Kempsey: Work
is progressing
along the A38 to
the south of the
village to sort
out the flooding.
The culvert on
the West side
of the A38 to
the south of
Hartlands Nursery has been dug out
and a complete survey carried out from
Draycott Lane to Baynall bus stop. There
are still problems with south of the

Baynall bus stop to Ashmoor Common
and also many gully’s are blocked in
Bestmans Lane. Work will continue with
various lane closures.
Planning: Again there are several small
applications for amendments to property
but no new applications for houses
this month. Both Cllr John Michael and
myself have been busy dealing with
several complaints and possible breaches
of planning permissions and discussions
with officers at Malvern over these
queries. We have also been to see the
Planning Officers in Malvern regarding
the application for 21 dwellings to the
north of the village where letters of
objection had to be submitted to the
Planning Inspectorate by 18th May.
20

Drainage North of Kempsey: Various
works have been carried out and will
continue to clean the verge north of
the Saxon Fields development and
also cleaning of various gully’s up to
Clerkenleap.

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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31st Upton Jazz Festival 23rd to 26th
June: If you would like to assist either
before or during this year’s festival then
please contact 01684-593254 or
info@uptonjazz.co.uk or myself.
There are a variety of “jobs” available
(including stewards) which would reward
you with free tickets for the festival.
Councillor David Harrsion
Kempsey Ward

Pharmacy Kempsey: The village has
still not received a response regarding
a possible Pharmacy within Kempsey at
the time that this has gone to press.
Road Works and Road Closures: Over
the next few months, there will still be
traffic lights appearing in Kempsey for
the new developments and closures on
the M5 in both directions between the
M42 and Junction 7. Bestmans Lane
Closure: This is due to close 15th to
17th June for Severn Trent to connect
a water pipe. Old Road North Closure:
between 29th June and 7th July there
will be roadworks/closure for 1 or 2 days
expected for Water Main connection.
Post Office Lane: possible closure for
footpath re-instatement works between
no 6 and Oakfield with Traffic Lights or
closure in August. Kinnersley to Kerswell
Green and High Green: All surface
dressing and carriageway repairs should
be complete when you get this including
a new surface through the whole of
Clifton to try to alleviate the crashes!!!
Worcestershire County Council have also
installed chevrons.

My website;
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk is
now being regularly updated and has
full details of probable road closures
that may affect parishioners, details of
broadband, local planning application
and several other items happening
within the District Council and the
villages. Have a look if you can?
Please feel free to contact either of your
District Councillors with any questions or
problem. Contact Details;
John Michael Tel. 01905 820966
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

David Harrsion Tel. 01905 828107
E: davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, WR5 3LD
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
This has been produced on 13th May 2016.
Please Note that the contents of this article
are provided by David Harrison who is the
sole person responsible for the accuracy.
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Cornflower Club

O

n April 6th we welcomed our old
friend Brian Draper, who had slides
and a talk about where to find wildlife
along the river Severn.
Tony Hale then came to us on April 20th
and talked about his time at the BBC,
very interesting.
We had beautiful weather for our trip to
Ludlow where we had lunch and a look
around the shops, arriving home about
5-30 p.m.
A big thank you to Sally for arranging this
trip for us.
Our next meeting is Wednesday, June
1st at 2-30 p.m. in the Parish Hall with
Ray Sturdy and on June 15th Dr. Richard
Churchley. June 29th, Celia Hargrave.
We welcome new members ladies and
gentlemen over 60 years. Please, come
along and see what goes on.
Sally Linsey 820476
Julia Grant 820138

St Mary’s Flowers Rota
Sunday 5th June
Marian Walters
Saturday 11th June
Wedding
Sunday 19th June
Sue Fitzjohn
Sunday 26th June
Nicola Dudley
Sunday 3rd July
Fiona Harrison
Sunday 10th July
Flower Club
Sunday 17th July
Avril Kemp
Sunday 24th July
Glennis Woodward
Sunday 31st July
Andrea Halford

Women’s Fellowship

O

n a beautiful May afternoon,
members and three new visitors,
enjoyed a fascinating talk from Tom
Vaughan on the Saxon / Mediaeval
burial site just outside St Mary's
Churchyard. The archaeologists became
involved because of the disturbance
to possible historical evidence that the
new flood prevention works would
cause. Tom explained that burials were
rather haphazard in those days, with
subsequent burials often overlaying
earlier ones. The archaeologists were
only funded to dig to a certain depth
(the depth that the flood prevention
works would disturb) but they were very
aware that there were almost certainly
older burials beneath their level of
excavations.
Saturday 2nd July is the day of the
Church fete and Women's Fellowship
are once again running the cake stall.
Members were asked to bring their
donations of cakes on the day.
On Thursday 14th July, members are
visiting Webbs, Wychbold, where the
riverside walk has been extended to 5
acres of themed gardens. The coach
will be leaving Kempsey village at
approximately 10.00am and leaving
Webbs at 2.30pm. There are likely to be
spare seats on the coach and villagers
are welcome to phone Wendy Coen
(Secretary) on 820821 to book a seat.
On Thursday 9th June at 2.00pm in the
Community Centre, we look forward to
learning about the history of Worcester
from Richard Shaw. Any ladies living or
worshipping in the Kempsey / Severn
Stoke / Kerswell Green area who would
like to join us would be very welcome.
Wendy Coen

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Quiz Page

From the Curious Curate!

For June, a word wheel
sing only the
letters in the
wheel, find as
many words as
possible, none
of which may be
plurals, foreign
words or proper
nouns.

U

Each word must
be of three
letters or more
and all must
contain the
central letter.
The words must
include at least
one of nine
letters.
May's solution:

Congratulations to Colin Bursnell for
winning the quiz in April's issue.

Last month’s solution

Entries to Philippa at
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
or to 9, Plover’s Rise by 21st June.
The solution will be published in
next month’s magazine and the prize
winner (Drawn from all correct entries)
announced on the pew sheet.
28
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Feature Articles

KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

W

ith the weather looking
considerably more promising as
I write this, the days of summer might
just be around the corner. After a
busy season, and a successful Annual
General Meeting, the Club is now (at
least formally) in recess until early
September. As noted last month, during
the summer the membership does tend
to go their own separate ways. However
the Club will have its regular exhibition
of our work at the St Mary's Fete on
Saturday 2nd July, where we would be
delighted to see all who are interested in
photography (and most particularly any
who might be interested in joining us in
September!)
From our first meeting, which is on
Wednesday 14th September, we would
be delighted to welcome visitors,
whether primarily interested in
photography, or for a specific subject or
speaker, to any of our meetings. Many
previous visitors have subsequently
joined the Club which, although thriving,
remains sociable, broadly-based and

30

inclusive. We will again have a total of
sixteen meetings in the coming season,
which will be on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month from
September (excepting late December).
All meetings, which commence at 7.30
pm, are held in the Kempsey Community
Centre in Main Road.
We seek to encourage and inspire
each other by holding competitions,
practical evenings and outings, and by
hosting talks and demonstrations of
photographic work. Further details,
and many examples of our work, can be
found at:
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing a good
number of you at the Fete or, if this
isn't possible, then on another future
occasion.
Another summery image accompanies
this article. "Salad Days" is by Jayne
Winter ARPS and was placed sixth of
the top ten prints in our recent "Food &
Drink" competition.
Malcolm A Hay, Secretary
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KEMPSEY FLOOD ACTION GROUP
Notice of proposed closure of the Kempsey FLAG account
he flood defences have now been installed for some time, the EA are maintaining
them and there does not appear to be an obvious need for any financial support
for the future. Accordingly, Guy Maeers, as treasurer, and myself, as chairman, think
it is now time to close the Kempsey FLAG account. Rather than it just sitting there,
we are of the opinion that the money, £569.76p., ought to be put to an appropriate
community use.

T

St Mary's Church Fair
Saturday 2nd July; 2 - 4:30 pm

We have been in contact with Kempsey Parish Council and
they have suggested that a defibrillator situated in the
Community Centre, would be an asset for the whole village.
They are prepared to top up the amount for its purchase,
arrange to buy and install it and meet the costs of its ongoing
maintenance. We think that this is a very generous offer on
the part of the parish council, for which we thank them!

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

31

Parish Records

From the Parish Registers

St Deny’s, Severn Stoke, St Mary Magdalen Croome D’Abitot
& St Mary the Virgin, Kempsey

Weddings

1st May
Garry Witts & Henrietta Brown
14th May
Lauren Conybeer & Nicholas Taylor
28th May
Hannah Rastal & Stephen Gordon
Baptisms
24th April
Samuel Chiltern & Olivia Haye
8th May
Henry James Nicholas Hitchman
29th May
Sophie Emilia Hedges

32

Funerals
John Harold Roe
20th April
John Westmacott
10th May 2016
Barry Comley
16th May 2016
Dennis Clifford Hooker
17th May 2106
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St Mary’s 100 Club

Winners for April
1st - Peter Fitzjohn
2nd - Jennifer Romer
3rd - Joyce Westwood
If you would like to join the St Mary’s
100 club for more information please
contact Sue Fitzjohn on 07796134239.

O

Parish News

Our Beautiful Brides & Grooms!
Martin Fretwell & Rebecca Swift
2nd April

Garry Witts & Henrietta Brown
1st May

Flower Club
ur May meeting was at Wyevale
garden centre.

We remembered Bet Bashford who died
recently, a few of the members were
able to go to her funeral.

Nicholas Taylor & Lauren-Rose Conybeer
14th May

The members agreed to provide a
number of posies for the tea tables at
the fete on 4th June.
Our next meeting will be at Broomfields
Farm Shop. Holt Heath at 2.30 on
Monday 13th June.
Joy Dale 820417

Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01886 821933
07798 790913

•

Certificate issued

Andysweeps.com

•

Weekend/Evening sweeps available

•

Traditional brush/Power sweep

•

Stove maintenance
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Schools News

HANLEY CASTLE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

W

e were so delighted with the
success of our Grand Spring
Ball held at the end of April that we
wanted to thank once again all of our
many supporters.
We raised over £10.5K for our
new sixth form centre and this will
allow us to landscape the grounds
and develop the ICT suite. We are
eagerly awaiting the hand over
date as Speller Metcalf put the
finishing touches to our magnificent
new centre, which we are going to
name in memory of our late, recent
Headteacher Alan Johnston.
Of course, our beautiful black and
white, listed building that has housed
our sixth form so marvellously will
still be an important part of the fabric
of our school. We have decided to
move our ASPIRE unit over to this
separate building. This unit helps
to develop those pupils who need
that extra boost in terms of learning,
behaviour or confidence and we
hope that it will see this department
consolidate its reputation for quality
care that we offer to all of our pupils
irrespective of academic ability.
From one end of the school to the
other our thoughts turn to those
in our year thirteen who are sitting
their exams ahead of starting their
university careers in September.
Three students have Oxbridge offers:
Penny Brearley (Oxford, Architecture)
Jai Bolton (Oxford, Biology and
Katy Husband (Cambridge, History
and Economics). This continues
a fine tradition of Oxbridge
students coming from our school.
36

We currently
have 10 students
at the two
universities. Of
course we extend
to all of our sixth
formers and year
eleven pupils our
best wishes for
the coming exam season.
It’s not often that we can report of
HCHS taking part in a world final but
three year eight boys are doing just
that!
As part of our close relationship with
QinetiQ we have entered a team in
the Jaguar Cars Maths-In-Motion
Challenge and they have won through
to the World Final.
The pupils have fought off
competition from hundreds of
other schools around the world
using their mathematical and
problem solving skills. They have to
mathematically construct a car given
certain parameters and in the virtual
computer world race that car against
other teams. They finished in 4th
position in the semi-final race, only
20 seconds behind the overall winner
over a 73 lap race.
The World Final is on 22nd June in
Warwickshire and requires pupils
to set up their F1 car using only a
circuit plan plus the equipment of a
protractor, ruler, piece of string and a
pencil - given the work involved this
is quite a challenge!
Best wishes
Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)
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Severn Stoke & Croome
United Benefice of Kempsey and Severn Stoke with Croome d’Abitot Church
St Denys’ Church, Severn Stoke

ANNUAL VILLAGE BARBECUE
combines this year a
3 day EXHIBITION of ART & DESIGN
on the theme of SUMMERTIME

Friday 8th, Saturday 9th and Sunday 10th July
from 10.30 am - 4.30 pm

FREE Art Exhibition in St Denys’ Church

offering a wide variety of beautiful ceramics, fabrics, jewellery, paintings,
photography and other art and design work, all for sale, with a proportion of
income donated to the St Denys’ modernisation fund

Village Barbecue

Sunday 10th July at 12.30 pm
on The Rose & Crown Lawn, Severn Stoke

Delicious food, salads & home made puddings!
Entry by ticket only in advance from
John Henderson 01905 371218
Adults £10.00 each
10 to 16 year olds £5.00 each
under 10’s Free
Please bring a garden chair, a picnic plate and cutlery for the barbecue,
(we will provide pudding bowls and spoons), your own wines or beersand of
course, some sunshine! Please let the organisers know if you are vegetarian
40
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There has been another meeting with
the Environment Agency, the machinery
ploughs on slowly, but hopefully.
ADVANCE NOTICE
Saturday 13th August
THE VILLAGE FUN DAY
on the Rose & Crown Green
(please note the revised date)
Julia Snowball, Secretary Severn Stoke
Flood Action Group (FLAG) can be
contacted on 01905 371 371.
Anyone wishing to join the FLAG should
contact: Tim Weeks on 01905 371309 or
email him at;
timothy.weeks@btopenworld.com

St Mark's Gospel
In St Denys’ Church on Sunday,
3rd July at 2.30 pm

C

anon Alan Rowell of Truro Cathedral
presents his translation from the
Greek of St Mark’s Gospel in an original
and unique performance. This will be
a memorable and absorbing drama,
rendered in modern language in Alan’s
inimitable way.
He has taken his solo production all over
the country and has kindly volunteered
to perform this in aid of the St Denys’
Church modernisation project.
Free entrance with tea and biscuits
during the interval, donations will be
welcomed.
This is a must see and hear occasion
open to everyone, please come and
immerse yourselves in the remarkable
story!
Contact John Henderson 01905 371 218
for more information.

Severn Stoke & Croome
Christmas Card Competition!
Graphic or Photographic
he Friends would like to offer a new
Christmas Card for sale and invites
you to submit photographs/graphics of
suitable subjects, relating to St Denys
and its environs.

T

Here is what you do:
It’s open to all ages. Hard Copy Entries,
no larger than 6”x4” (150mmx100mm)
should be submitted to;
Sarah Watkins, Sheepcote Farm, Severn
Stoke, WR8 9JE. Open: 1st May 2016 and
by no later than 31st July, 2016.
Each Entry is to be accompanied by a
£1.00 payment and should have your
name, address and contact number
written clearly on the reverse. The
winning entry will attract a cash prize
and the honour of having your design
printed for Christmas Cards, to raise
funds for St Denys’ Church.
We regret that we cannot return your
original artwork to you, but where
possible we should like to have your
picture available as a ‘jpeg’ to enable
first class printing reproduction.
The Best of luck!!

as
Christm
Card
tion
Competi
1st
Closes 3
July!
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Severn Stoke & Croome

SEVERN STOKE & KINNERSLEY
100 Club

T

May's Lucky £30 winner was
Ron Johnson of Severn Stoke
Gentle reminder that your subs of £15
each for 2016 were due in January.
Your continued support is essential!
New members, always welcome
there is a £30 winner each month with
an additional £100 bonus
prize in December.
Cheques in favour of ‘Friends of St
Denys‘, please to: John Henderson, 100
Club Secretary, Meadow Hill House,
Severn Stoke, Worcester, WR8 9JP or
T: 01905 371218 for more information

Christian Aid Week

hank you to all those who gave
towards the house to house collection
last month (15th - 21st May) to aid those
suffering famine and disease, particularly
in war torn parts of the world, who are
in desperate need. The result of the
collection will be given in the next Issue.

SEVERN STOKE Parish Hall
Our NEW website is!
www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk
The Parish Hall at Severn Stoke is a
Great place to hold parities!
To Book Call
Trish Rowe on 01905 371339 or
Dave Thompson on 01905 371171

Murder on The Terrace
a lighthearted whodunnit!

Last Chance To
Get Tickets!
12th June 2016
At

Severn Bank House, Severn Stoke
Please bring garden chairs/picnic rugs and
why not bring a picnic, some wine or even
champagne to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday!
(Soft drinks and ices available on site)
Time: 2.30 pm – “doors” open at 1.45 pm
Tickets: £15.00 (groups of 10 for the price of 9) Under 10’s Free
Available from: 01905-371746 01905-371318 01684-560927
The Friends of St. Denys Church Fundraising Event!
For more details go to www.friendsextra.simplesite.com
42
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Severn Stoke & Croome
FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN STOKE
Raising funds to modernise the church!
e are searching for some kind
person to take on as Treasurer, as
Suzy Paddock, who has undertaken to
post for nearly the last decade wishes
to stand down. Please contact John
Henderson on 01905 371218 for more
details.

W
Croome
‘Capability’ Brown landscape, mansion
house, Second World War museum,
playground, shop and restaurants are
open daily.
Restaurant & Shop 10am-5pm
House 11am-4.30pm
Park 10am-5.30pm
Access to the Park and Court is only
through the main Visitor Reception and
Car Park.
For more details and events, contact
01905 371 006 or e-mail:
croome@nationaltrust.org.uk or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome
Facebook: NTCroome
Twitter: @NTCroome

‘Murder on the Terrace’ to be held at
Severn Bank House, Severn Stoke on
Sunday 12th June. Tickets are selling
fast, be sure to get yours!
Keep up to date with the Kempsey,
Croome and Severn Stoke Parishes
website;
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk/st-denys
and click on Calendar. Look us up!

SEVERN STOKE Church Cleaning
June 3rd
Mrs & Mr Gittins
June 17th
Mrs & Mr Cox
July 1st
Mrs & Mr Humphrey
July 15th
Mrs & Mr Everitt

SEVERN STOKE Church Flowers
5th & 12th June
Jane Hall
19th & 26th June
Jane Hall & Jane Ward
Photo by Andrew Butler

If you are interested in joining our rota
please contact Jane Hall
01684 592924 / 07917821608

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Kempsey Recorded Music Society

W

e started our new season
during May but are still putting
the ‘finishing touches’ to our new
programme.

Our next meeting is in the Parish Hall on
Sunday 19th June at 10:30am, starting
with tea/coffee and biscuits.

Our meeting dates for June will be all
audio presentations on 2nd, 16th and
30th. Typical presentations will be mostly
from the classical genre, supplemented
by the occasional screening of opera/
ballet performances on DVDs.

We gather together to celebrate God’s
goodness and His love for us. Why
don’t you come along and join with us,
you would be most welcome. We have
Richard Lewis with us who is a renowned
worship leader, who has led worship at
conferences in this country and abroad.
Richard, together with his family, will be
leading the worship and sharing with us.

New comers are always given a warm
welcome to our fortnightly meetings
starting at 7.30 pm, held in the very
comfortable lounge at the ‘Firs’.

We have a shared lunch at the end of
the meeting and you would be most
welcome to stay and enjoy this and some
friendly chat.

For further details please contact our
Secretary, Anne Skerm: 01905 820153
George Milton

For more information please contact
Dave and Ann Norton on 01905 820401
or visit our website
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

Workshop Solutions for the
Professional
www.emotivsales.co.uk
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PACT Meeting 26th April 2016

T

here was so much information
available on the key issues affecting
the community, much more than can
easily be summarised: please see the full
minutes on the Kempsey Parish website.

We covered the SWDP (now approved
with no need for a judicial review); the
police report of slightly higher crimes
and ASB incidents; the Neighbourhood
Plan for which the public consultation
is now completed; Roadworks, the A38
and the southern link road; Parking
and traffic at the shop and the need
for a traffic plan for Post Office Lane
developments; Planning, including road
naming; Grants: why MHDC do not pass
on certain funds to parishes. There were
comprehensive reports on the School, its
activities and plans; likewise for
St Mary’s Church. On Neighbourhood
Watch, there is a separate article by Paul
Leopold, of particular relevance to the
properties now being built.
Litter Picking, our small band of
stalwarts collected an heroic amount of
rubbish in just over an hour. It might be
said that “ Never was so much picked up
by so few dropped by so many” Come on
folks - we need many more volunteers
for the next event on Sunday 17th July.
Next PACT meeting July 20th 7.00 for
7.30pm.
Finally, we extend our thanks and best
wishes to PC Ransome-Williams who
is being seconded to a special project.
She has been a tower of strength to our
community.
Terry Ward, Chairman, Kempsey PACT

Neighbourhood Watch

K

emspey is growing fast: more than
400 homes are being added, while at
the same time traffic flowing through the
village is steadily increasing. With this
increase in population and associated
activity it is important that we pay added

Parish News
attention to the security of our homes
and possessions.
Neighbourhood Watch is an effective
way of doing this. In simple terms, you
look out for yourself, you look out for
your neighbours and the Police tell you
about things to look out for. There is
nothing more complicated about it than
that.
Information on crimes and incidents
that have occurred in the area can be
obtained by registering at:
https://www.westmercia.police.uk/
article/8200/Register-to-receive-watchmessages
(Do remember that not everybody has
email so if your neighbour does not have
a computer please keep them informed
about incidents in the area).
Neighbourhood Watch schemes
should be registered with National
Neighbourhood Watch on
www.ourwatch.org.uk Members of
registered schemes can often get a
discount on their home insurance.
A further aid to security is “Smartwater”,
a means of marking your valuable
possessions with a liquid that can only
be seen under ultraviolet light and
which contains a code that is registered
to you as the owner. Members
of Neighbourhood Watch can get
Smartwater at a highly discounted price.
Smartwater comes with a supply of
window stickers and these act as a great
deterrent as thieves know how effective
the product is. Again some insurance
companies will give a discount on home
insurance premiums to Smartwater
users.
Help to keep crime down in Kempsey by
adding to the existing Neighbourhood
Watch schemes in the village by
forming a scheme in your immediate
locality. More information can be
obtained if needed from Paul Leopold on
paulleopold@btinternet.com

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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The Vicar Writes
‘You are Peter, and on this rock I will
build my Church.’
t the end of June we celebrate
A
Petertide, and many Priests,
Deacons and Bishops will also be

remembering and celebrating their
Ordination at some Petertide of past
years. There are also those who will
be preparing for their Ordination
Petertide, and of course we have
special reason to celebrate this year
as Philippa will be priested in the
Cathedral on the morning of June
26th.

to welcome as our preacher the Revd
Canon Martin Poll Canon Chaplain of
St George's Chapel, Windsor Castle,
and Chaplain to the Great Park.
We will also be rejoicing to welcome
the Revd Captain Enock Chibada
from our link parish in Chamwino
Tannzania who will be with us from
21st June to 4th July and will be
taking part in the Ordination service.

Philippa, like many others, has been
and will be, preparing for this great
event in her life by praying, reflecting
and searching herself for a deeper
I hope that as many of you as possible sense of God’s presence and strength
will be able to join us in the Cathedral for both her priesting and indeed the
long years of priestly ministry that
on this her very special day. The
service begins at 10.30 am and there will follow. Likewise, I suspect that
Philippa and all her colleagues will
will be a coach leaving St Mary’s at
also be feeling a sense of inadequacy,
9.30 am (list at the back of church).
At 5.00 pm Philippa will celebrate her and fear. Inadequacy in that they may
feel unworthy of their calling and
first communion in a special service
have a distinct fear of failure; fear
at St Mary’s when we are delighted
that they will not be able to live up
to the demands of their ordination
vows.
I remember the days before my own
Ordination; particularly the days
before I was priested 20 Petertide’s
ago. I remember some of the words I
spoke at my last service as a deacon,
before being priested.
I said - as I move towards Sunday
and my Ordination I carry with me
the knowledge that it is not about
me, but about God and what God
can do even with someone like me.
I also come to Ordination with you
on my heart and the very real sense
of thanksgiving and privilege for
all that I have learnt and continue
to learn of life and of God from you
and with you. And it is that word
privilege that is uppermost on my
mind.
50
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The Vicar Writes
I always now say to Confirmation
candidates that Confirmation is
not the end of a journey but the
continuation, continuing to grow in
God through life and its experiences.
So too it is with all Christian calling,
whether it be to confirmation, the
many ministries in which you all
serve, or the priesthood.
I remember also sitting with my
fellow ordinands in the Crypt of the
Cathedral in the moments before
the Ordination service began and
the feelings that many of us shared
feelings of complete inadequacy
and fear. Holding on to one another,
some of us in tears, most of us
wanting to run!
Many who look back today and
reflect will recall similar feelings time
and they will probably experience
them every day of their life. Every
day a sense of great privilege and yet
also every day the intense feelings
of failure, failure to live up to what
is expected and demanded of us and
also fear of failure in what is still to
come.

All this comes at a time when the
Church celebrates the ‘rock’ on which
she was founded, and the greatest
evangelist she has ever known.
Two great apostles Peter and Paul
martyred on the same day under
Nero. Two great examples to all of
us, role models for us in the journey
of faith and ministry.

Peter is the ‘rock’ and we believe
that a rock should be dependable
and firm, unyielding, a strong base
for what is built upon it. Frightening
stuff isn’t it? The demands seem too
great. I look at such images and I
hear all those messages of what we
as Christians are supposed to be and I
only feel weak, afraid and a failure.
But when I stop to think about it, the
Peter we know from the gospel is
an unlikely rock too. He sank like a
rock when Jesus called him out onto
the water, and that he slept like a
rock in the garden of Gethsemene,
unable to stay awake to pray with
Jesus in his hour of need. Yet despite
all this, Jesus says, ‘On this rock I will
build my Church and the gates of the
underworld can never hold against it.’
We can probably all identify with
Peter with his impetuousness,
his betrayal, and his inability to
understand. But in that is our hope,
because failings, fear and inadequacy
are an essential part of the Peter
whom Jesus knew and on whom he
was prepared to build his church.
Far more important than this
inadequacy, is the relationship
between Peter and Jesus, the
profound love which Peter had for his
master, and far more important than
any our sins, denials and failures, is
the love we have for the Lord.
Jesus saw beyond Peter’s glaring
human frailty, he saw what Peter
could become that is our hope that
is the glorious grace of God. Just as
Jesus called Peter, he calls us, not
with our own strength, not in our
own power, but in the power him
who calls us to be his Church. To
whom be all glory and majesty this
Petertide and always.
Amen

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Utility Back Billing
“I’ve just received a £2,000 gas and
electricity bill for payments going back
two years. I’m not sure if I owe this
money - what should I do?”
The first thing you should do is work out
whether your energy supplier has made
a mistake. Your supplier may have the
wrong meter reading or your meter may
not be working properly. They may even
have sent you someone else’s bill. Take a
meter reading then call your supplier to
discuss your bill.
If your supplier hasn’t sent you an
accurate bill for more than a year, they
shouldn’t ask you to pay for more than
12 months’ usage. This is the ‘backbilling’ principle, which applies to all
suppliers.

For further information and advice,
contact your local Citizens Advice Bureau
or see www.adviceguide.org.uk
Your local Bureau South Worcestershire
Citizens Advice Bureau
Malvern Heights, Chequers Close,
Enigma Business Park,
Malvern, WR14 1BF
Open:
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10 am - 4 pm
Wed (Specialist Debt Advice
(by appointment). Tel: 01684 563611

If you think your supplier is at fault but
they are still trying to charge you for
energy used more than 12 months ago,
make a complaint. They should look into
your case and provide an explanation.
You may find that your supplier has billed
you for the right amount and they are
not at fault, particularly if you haven’t
provided regular or accurate meter
readings. In this case you will probably
have to pay some or all of the money.
If you don’t think you can afford to pay
all at once, ask for a repayment plan. Tell
your supplier how much you can afford
each month. Be ready to give details of
your income and regular spending. You
may find it helpful to send them this
information in writing too.
If you feel that you need further advice
or help negotiating with your supplier,
get in touch with the Citizens Advice
consumer service on 03454 040 506.
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Parish Contacts

More Useful Contacts
DR. Craig Morgan
Children & Youth Worker,
KreativKidz
Fiona Harrison
Wedding Enquiries

07837
128967

craig.morgan@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

01905
820067

harrisonfiona@hotmail.com

Ann Norton
01905
Little Angels Toddler Group 820401

annanddave12@hotmail.co.uk

Les Turner
Grace Community

01905
820120

www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

Name

Number

Name

Number

Brownie Guides

01905 820901

2nd Brownie Guides

07825 786604

Scouts

01905 764168

Cub Scouts

01905 764168

Beaver Scouts

01905 764168

Craft Club

01905 828476

Kempsey Camera Club

01905 351041

Competition Club

01905 821462

Kempsey Angling Association

01905 821666

Pilates

07903 901956

Symphony Dance School

01886 833263

Dance Class

01905 424415

Kempsey Women’s Fellowship

01905 828096

Kempsey Men’s
Fellowship

01905 820129

St Mary’s Church Bellringers

01905 820601

Cornflower Club

01905 820476

St Mary’s Flower Club

01905 820417

Women’s Institute (WI)

01905 821189

Mother’s Union (Upton Deanery)

01684 592309

Kempsey Cricket Club &
Juniors

07753 607979

Kempsey Sports Association

01905 821215

Kempsey Lawn Tennis Club

07960 002349

Kempsey Colts Football Club

01905 821994

Kempsey United Football
Club

01905 821215

Dance Exercise Classes

01905 353052

Bridge Club

01905 820786

Kempsey Recorded Music Soc.

01905 820153

Art group

01905 820595

S.Worcs Ass. of Retired Persons

01905 27421

Yoga

01905 828404

Kempsey Doctors Surgery

01905 820466

Local Policing team

01905 338765

St Mary's Church Fair
Saturday 2nd July; 2 - 4:30 pm
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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