February 2016

From the Editor
any thanks to Duncan Smith for
M
all his hard work in editing the
magazine previously! I hope that I
can continue his excellent work and
that you will continue to enjoy your
monthly Parish magazine.

Deadline for all articles is 12 noon on
the 14th of each month. Items for
typing need to be delivered to Julie
Grant, 34 St Mary’s Close, by 12th of
each month.
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For future enquiries for advertising
and/or articles please send to;
susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
We need more volunteers to help
with the distribution, if you have
a couple of hours each month we
would love to hear from you!
Thank you!

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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The Rector Writes

Candlemas is a Christian holiday
celebrated annually on February 2nd.
According to Christian belief it celebrates
three occasions: the presentation of
the child Jesus; Jesus’ first entry into
the temple; and it celebrates the Virgin
Mary’s purification (mainly in Catholic
churches).

W

hat Do People Do?
Many Christians consider Jesus
as the “light of the world” so it is fitting
that candles are blessed on this day and
that a candle-lit procession precedes the
mass. It is traditional to eat crepes on
Candlemas in some parts of Europe, such
as France. Each family member prepares
and cooks a crepe while holding a coin in
hand. This is believed to assure wealth
and happiness until the next Candlemas
celebration.
Candlemas is also known as Candelaria
in Spanish speaking countries. Whoever
finds baby figures hidden inside the
Rosca de Reyes (Kings Cake) on Epiphany
on January 6 is obliged to bring food to
a gathering held on February 2nd. Many
Orthodox Christians celebrate this event
by bringing beeswax candles to their
local church and requesting for these
candles to be blessed to be used in the
church or at home. Some Christians
observe the practice of leaving Christmas
decorations up until Candlemas.

A

ccording to some sources, Christians
began Candlemas in Jerusalem as
early as the fourth century and the
lighting of candles began in the fifth
century.

The feast is called Candlemas because
it is the day of the year on which the
candles to be used in the coming year
were brought to church to be blessed
and so it became the mass of the
candles.
In those days candles were important
not only because they brought light but
because some thought that they brought
protection against plague, illness and
famine. They were a symbol of the
power of light to banish darkness good
overcoming evil.

T

hroughout history the themes
of darkness and light have been
associated with good and evil, with joy
and pain, and with despair and hope.
These themes have become powerful
symbols even today in our modern
world where light is instantaneous and
available at our finger-tips and where
we understand much more of what
has previously been unknown and so
despatched to the realms of darkness
and even evil.
Just for a moment, think on how it must
have been only a few centuries ago to
be solely reliant on the flickering candle
flame for light, to have walked across
muddy fields and down narrow tracks in
the pitch dark to church and here to sit
with squinted eye peering at the small
pitch print of your prayer book.

Perhaps now we begin to understand
the power of these symbols, when the
darkness is not so easily overcome or
controlled!

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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S

till further I want us to feel and try to
understand something of the deeper
symbolism of darkness and light.
Think how it must be to live without
the benefit of modern medical
care - where the power of nature is
COMPLETELY irresistible where there
is little explanation for the way things
are and where technology and scientific
knowledge are not yet born. Feel now
the power of darkness and the wonder
of the light.
And now - yes here and now - try to feel
some of that same helplessness and
even fear in the place of the powerless
and frustrated the oppressed and
marginalised of this world. Those whose
lives are full of darkness and there is
little light or hope. You can feel that
right here right now in this village, in this

country and across the world.
That is what Jesus knew and felt in his
world, day and night he was surrounded
by, those who lived in the darkness
who were paralysed by their situation,
by political and religious ropes, strings,
shackles, fetters and manacles.
The feast of Candlemas (February 2nd)
is an ancient yet often forgotten feast
of the Christian year we celebrate Christ
the light of the world - the brilliant
light which bursts forth to shatter the
darkness and sinfulness of our lives.
We recall the story of Simeon and
Anna (Luke 2:21-38) - waiting in eager
anticipation - longing for the moment
when the light of the Christ child will
illuminate their lives. They waited
faithfully in the Temple representing

The Candlemas Bells, also known as Snowdrops, symbolize hope according to Christian belief

4

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Parish News

The Rector Writes

the faithful few who really saw in the
ancient prophecies the message that the
kingdom of God would be opened to all
by the coming Christ. Their faithfulness
is rewarded finally HE comes and the
moment they see him their faces radiate
with an indescribable glow and warmth
at last their wait is over - the new
beginning has come.
In a way in his earthly life Christ abided
in the darkness, and he confronted it!
When there was no food, he said divide
what you have it is enough for all , when
people said they could not pray he said
start praying like this, " Our Father" and
so it was that they ate and they prayed.

W

hat he did was to take on the
darkness of the situation and to
empower those around him to change
the situation. What I want us to
meditate upon is that Christ empowers
us as his disciples too, but that might
mean that we have to live abide in that
darkness and to battle with it believing
in that empowerment and have faith
enough to test it and test it again and
again. And we, living and acting in that
way may empower those around us too,
and thus begin to shed light in the dark
places and situations of this world.
In our baptism we receive a candle
with the words, "receive this light", this
is to show that you have passed from
darkness to light - Shine as a light in the
world, to the glory of God the Father.
At Candlemas we are given a candle,
that same symbol of Christ in Mediaeval
symbolism the pure wax is Christ’s body,

the wick his soul, and the flame his
divinity. The light from this holy symbol
illuminates the darkness of the night
and its heat warms the chill night air,
a symbol of the light and warmth that
Our Lord can bring to even the coldest
darkest places of our lives and the life of
the world.

E

ach candle is a symbol of LIFE, of the
NEW life offered in Christ. It carries
with it echoes of that baptismal prayer,
as we pray that we may advance along
the path of holiness - continue to grow
in the knowledge and love of God and
move ever closer to that Light which
never fails in heaven.
At Candlemas we turn from the season
of Christmas and the joyous celebration
of Christ coming as the light of the world
towards Christ’s Passion and death. We
see how the candle is both used up and
fulfilled in producing its flame to honour
God. We turn our thoughts to how Our
Lord gave of himself to the glory of his
father, and we think on how our lives
also are radiantly justified, when used up
in the adoration of God and in doing his
will.
So as we turn from the Christmas and
Epiphany celebrations
we pray that this Lent
be a blessing to us all
as we enter into the
deep and wonderful
mysteries of our Lord’s
passion.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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J

ohn Henderson, aged 74, of Severn
Stoke, near Worcester, has been
awarded the British Empire Medal
for services to the community after being
named in the New Year Honours List.
Mr Henderson, who has lived in Severn
Stoke for the last 45 years, is a warden
at the 12th century church of St Denys’
Church, a member of the parochial
church council and a former member of
the parish hall committee.
Mr Henderson said he remains part
of a team with a focus to restore and
modernise the church which has been
beset by flooding in recent years,
keeping it relevant to the community in
the future while retaining its medieval
heritage.
The aim is to raise £150,000. The
fundraising mission was launched at an
event at the end of last year (2014) with
the purpose of modernising the church,
adding heat lamp, new toilets and a
small kitchen.
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He said: “We have been working for
years towards keeping the church open
and keeping it used for community
events.”
With the work he hopes the church can
be brightened up and remain relevant
to the community for years to come,
hosting exhibitions and community
groups.
Mr Henderson said of the honour: “It
was a big surprise, I can tell you. Of
course one is honoured. The trouble is
that you also think of what you do and
think of what other people do and they
go unrecognised. I feel there are others
who have worked just as hard.”
The father and grandfather also said he
had been supported throughout his work
by his ‘tremendous’ wife of 47 years,
Cara.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Church Services
7th February - 1st Sunday before Lent
Kempsey

8.00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Family Service

10th February - Ash Wednesday
Severn Stoke

7.30 pm

Holy Communion with Imposition of Ashes

11th February - Thursday
Kempsey

10.00 am

Holy Communion

14th February - 1st Sunday of Lent
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10.30 am

Family Communion & Baptism

Severn Stoke

3.15 pm

Evensong

21st February - 2nd Sunday of Lent
Kempsey

8.00 am

Holy Communion (BCP)

Kempsey

10.30 am

Informal Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

6.00 pm

Holy Communion (BCP)

28th February - 3rd Sunday of Lent
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Informal Worship

6th March - 4th Sunday of Lent
Kempsey
Severn Stoke

8.00 am
10.30 am

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Family Service (Breakfast from 10.15)

NB. There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 10.00 am (new
time) at St Marys followed by coffee
8
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The Churches of St Mary’s & St Denys’

Parish Contacts

Rector: Reverend Mark Badger
Apple Tree Cottage 31 Napleton Lane Kempsey
Tel. 01905 820057 Mob 07828233049
E: vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Church Wardens

Curate

Readers

Kempsey
Ann Blackwell
1 The Oaks
Kempsey, WR5 3PN
Tel. 01905 820549

Rev Philippa Sargent
9 Plovers Rise
Kempsey, WR5 3SA
01905 821012
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Sheila Cook
32 Lower Ferry Lane
Callow End
Worcester, WR2 4UH
Tel. 01905 831829

Henry Morris
10 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 820601

Church Wardens Severn Stoke

Peter Fitzjohn
8 Post Office Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3NS
Tel. 01905 820320

PCC Secretary
Marian Walters MBE
8 Old Vicarage Close
Kempsey, WR5 3ND
Tel. 01905 820558
Treasurer
Rev David Hassell
14 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 828096

John Henderson
Meadow Hill House
Severn Stoke
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel. 01905 371218
Jim Spence
Tel. 01905 371351

Libby James
7 Battenhall Avenue
Worcester, WR5 HN
Tel. 01905 353935
Paul Kemp
7 Byfields
Kempsey, WR5 3NN
Tel. 01905 821262

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

9

Parish News

Kempsey Christingle Service Makes International Church News!
Pop-cultural appropriation: how the
church is using Star Wars to spread the
gospel Star Wars. In the build up to the
latest episode, The Force Awakens, the
world has gone mad for the sci-fi epic.
And so has the church.
What?
Yes, you heard right.

C

hurches around the nation, and the
world, are hosting Star Wars themed
Christmas services, making Star Wars
themed videos and dressing up as Star
Wars characters. Has the church gone
mad? At first sight I’d forgive you for
thinking so, but on closer inspection, this
apparent pop-cultural appropriation is
just a novel example of what the church
was born to do – take what is culturally
relevant to people and use it to talk
about Jesus. Even Jesus did it: many of
the parables he taught were well known
stories that he transformed to bring
fresh revelation.
All Hallows Bow.
This East-London church is led by selfprofessed Star Wars geek Rev Cris Rogers
and his wife Rev Beki Rogers. All Hallows
is home to a Jedi training school, has
a monthly Star-Wars themed family
service, and Rogers and his kids have
made a Star Wars spoof of the CofE
#JustPray

But no, this is not a Jedi Church. Rogers
takes his inspiration from the New
Testament.
Just as Paul would go into the GraecoRoman world and quote from Greek
theatre to engage with Ephesians,
Corinthians and Athenians, Rogers
has tapped into story that is culturally
relevant.
“Christians have forgotten that what
Paul did so beautifully is take culture and
redefine it for a Christian world,” Rogers
told Christian Today.
It’s not that Star Wars is an explicitly
Christian narrative, but more that “it is
a very good story and it grabs children’s
attention. They love it and they want to
know about it,” Rogers said. “For us as
the church to use a narrative that they
know to teach them about Jesus is a
good idea.”
Star Wars became a lens through which
to explore and engage with Jesus and the
Christian faith for kids (and adults!).

Youtube
Daisy, Cris and Beki’s
daughter in the Star Wars spoof of
#JustPray
10

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Parish News
During the “Jedi training school”, kids
are taught about what it looks like to
be the apprentice of a very particular
master, Jesus, asking the question
“who are you going to be a padawan
of?” Just like the Rebel Alliance, who
fight against the empire, kids are asked
how – as Christians – are we going to
live within the world and challenge
it. The force – though Rogers said “is
not a good analogy, because the Holy
Spirit is a person not a strange cosmic
thing” – gives a way in to thinking about
the person of the Spirit. It opens up
questions like “Who leads our life? Who
is controlling our destiny?”
Zion Church, Berlin.
One church in Berlin is dedicating
a Sunday morning to showing the
classic Episode VI: Return of the Jedi
accompanied by organ music inspired by
the film score and the chance to win a
prize for best costume.
This service is the brainchild of two
young trainee pastors, Ulrike Garve and
Lucas Ludewig, who was named by his
church as both a theologian and Star
Wars expert. Some might think it merely
a publicity stunt seeking to fill the pews
with Star Wars fanatics, but the thinking
behind it goes a little deeper; the pair
saw parallels between the George Lucas
films and their Christian faith:

“I

n the key scene of Episode VI, Luke
Skywalker is drawn onto the side of
the emperor, of evil,” Ludewig wrote on
the church site. “Luke resists with the

words: I will never belong to the dark
side.” That line reminded Ludewig –
described by his church as a theologian
and Star Wars expert – of a verse in
Romans 12: “Do no let evil conquer you,
but conquer evil by doing good.”
“The more we talked about it, the more
we saw parallels to Christian traditions
in the films. We want to make these
analogies clear to the congregation”,
Garve added.

St

Mary’s, Kempsey & Severn Stoke
with Croome D’Abitot
St Mary’s in Worcester decided to host a
Star Wars themed Christingle Service.
They saw the movie as “an ideal
opportunity” to engage and share the
gospel with families and children.
“It was so simple to relate the Star Wars
theme of good vs evil and ‘The Force’ to
Jesus the Light of the World (universe)”,
rector Rev Mark Badger told Christian
Today.
He pointed to a quote from George
Lucas, who said all he was “trying to
say in a very simple and straightforward
way... is that there is a God and there is a
Good and Bad side”.
Alongside St Mary’s Christingle service,
which was fancy dress themed and
involved theatre, the church created
a video trailer. Rev M Badger said this
experience “has given us lots of ideas
about how to use Star Wars and indeed
other films to share the good news of

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Kempsey Christingle Service Makes International Church News!

Jesus Christ with both children and
indeed adults!”

Liquid Church, Morristown, USA. As ever,
the Americans know how to do things
super sized. Liquid church, Morristown,
is expecting 7,000 people at their 14 Star
Wars themed Christmas services.
Tim Lucas, lead pastor and founder of
the church, acknowledges and embraces
the evangelical angle of his Star Wars

themed services, saying: “we want to
draw on the excitement surrounding Star
Wars in order to reach new people and
teach them about Jesus Christ.”
“There are no rules that says church
needs to be dry and boring. One of our
core values at Liquid is that ‘church
is fun.’ It’s OK to laugh and celebrate
together while talking about Christmas. If
that means having Star Wars characters
in costume and dancing storm troopers,
I’m all for it.” Again, a huge Star Wars fan,
Lucas admits that as a child he would
“take the family nativity and replace it
with ‘Star Wars’ action figurines.” This
12

has inspired a Star Wars nativity that is
now in Liquid Church. “At its core, Star
Wars reflects spiritual faith. It’s the battle
between good and evil, the light versus
the dark, and that’s something we can all
rally around.”

T

here will always be those who say
“we just do Jesus”, implying that
cultural engagement equates to cultural
appeasement, but as Rogers says, the
underlying truth in that statement is

“That means we don’t know culture so
we are going to cling onto the religious
world that we know.” Jesus engaged with
his culture, he wasn’t afraid of it and
he didn’t hide behind religion. So why
would we?
If donning a Darth Vader mask and
brandishing a Lightsaber helps spread
the good news, surely the only response
is to get involved.
Florence Taylor

JUNIOR STAFF WRITER
CHRISTIAN TODAY

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish Diary for St. Mary’s February 2016

Parish News

Monday Feb 1st
Friday Feb 5th 		
Monday Feb 8th
Monday Feb 8th
Wednesday Feb 10th
Wednesday Feb 10th
Wednesday Feb 10th
Friday Feb 12th 		
Wednesday Feb 17th
Friday Feb 19th 		
Wednesday Feb 24th
Wednesday Feb 24th
Friday Feb 26th 		

Men’s Group meet at 7.30pm in church
11am “Little Angels” Pram & toddler group meets in Church
10.30am “Coming Together” meets in Church
7.30pm Healing Prayer Group meets at Gill Warfield’s home
12.30pm Lent Lunches at the Firs
2.30pm Cornflower Club meets in the Parish Hall
7.30pm Women’s Fellowship at The Firs
11am “Little Angels” Pram & Toddler group meets in Church
12.30pm Lent Lunches at the Firs
11am “Little Angels” Pram & toddler group meets in Church
12.30pm Lent Lunches at the Firs
2.30pm Cornflower Club meets in the Parish Hall
11am “Little Angels” Pram & toddler group half term

Happy New Year

I was completely taken aback by the
unlimited nature of the care that was on
offer.”

s we enter a new
year, we cannot help
A
reflecting on the year just

closing; thinking about all
our successes and joyful
times as well as the times
that have been more
difficult and have challenged us.
Here at St Richard’s we strive each day to
offer compassionate care to those coping
with the challenges of their illness or
bereavement of a loved one.
Over this Christmas and New Year period
we have continued to offer specialist
care and support to patients and their
families at this very special time of year.
We are proud of all our staff and
volunteers who worked over the holiday
to ensure that our support is available 24
hours a day, every day of the year.
Many families tell us that our care makes
such a difference to them and even more
so over the festive period, a time when
families want to spend quality time
together.

We are able to care for patients at the
end of their lives thanks to the amazing
support we receive from our local
community, and we are very grateful to
everyone who has helped us be there for
those in need.
I would like to thank everyone who has
helped us during 2015; those that have
volunteered their time and skills to
support patients and carers, to help us
run our fundraising events, or to keep
our shops open.
Thank you to everyone who has donated
funds to help us ensure that we can
be here to provide care and support to
those who will need our services in 2016.
A peaceful New Year to you all!
June Patel, Care Director
St Richard's Hospice, Wildwood Drive,
Worcester, WR5 2QT
T: 01905 763963
W: www.strichards.org.uk

The husband of one patient told us;
“Without assistance from the hospice it
would have been a pretty dismal time.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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‘YOUR PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS’
Extract of Minutes for meeting of 14th
December 2015 & 11th January 2016
Well, here we are in a new year with
fresh challenges in front of us no doubt.
An ongoing issue, however, concerns
the three building developments at the
south of the village. Since Christmas we
have been addressing problems with
delivery lorries, mud on the road, and
the parking of contractor’s vehicles.
In fairness it has not been easy for the
builders returning to sites that have
been subjected to so much rain over the
holiday period. We are now working with
the police and MHDC to manage and
minimise this situation for you.
On the subject of rain, and I have
never known such a wet Christmas
and New Year period, the river levels
have been very high for most of the
time, but our flood defences have
performed admirably. We are grateful
to the members of the Kempsey FLAG
group who have regularly been out in
all weathers monitoring the ongoing
situations.
For those parishioners who spend time
on Kempsey Common, we would advise
you that a planned scheme for thinning
out the amount of gorse will soon be
taking place. If this was not done the
gorse would eventually take over. It will
improve the common for graziers and
walkers alike.
Meeting held on 14th December 2015
The Environment committee resolved
to; contact the Safer Roads Partnership
to see if the residents of Kerswell Green
could set up a voluntary Community
Speed Watch in an attempt to reduce
the excessive speed of vehicles through
that community; purchase two more
litter bins to be installed in Kempsey; to
purchase a petrol driven hedge trimmer
for use by the Lengthsman.
16

The Commons and Hams committee
reported that they are contacting
scientific technical bodies to assist with a
scheme to manage the flora, in particular
the reed beds, on Ashmoor Common,
which is a Site of Special Scientific
Interest (SSSI).
The Recreation committee reported
that the football stop netting has been
erected and appears to be effective.
The Community Centre committee
reported that the widening of the
driveway at the front of the building had
been completed as had the repairs to the
carpark surface.
The Council resolved to write a letter of
objection to NHS England regarding an
application to open a pharmacy store in
Kempsey. Whereas this could be of some
benefit, it would have a disastrous effect
on Kempsey Doctors Surgery which is
of great benefit to a large number of
residents.
The Council also resolved to undertake
some work at the Community Youth
Centre, namely to have the five year
fixed wiring test to the whole building
carried out, and the external floodlights
to be repaired.
Meeting held on 11th January 2016
The Recreation committee resolved to
have the trees behind the Community
Youth Centre pruned back from over the
roof of the Building.
The Planning committee reported that
inappropriate Street Names for the
new developments were being forced
upon us. The Council will be contacting
the developers and the department at
MHDC that deals with this with a view to
changing them.
The Council carried a proposal to engage
a Community Infrastructure Project

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Manager to oversee and deal with all
parties involved with the purchase and
building of a new community centre/
sports hall and playing field as outlined
in the forthcoming Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP).
Trevor Geens, Chairman

Bring and Buy
Coffee Morning
Saturday February 13th 2016
St Mary’s Church, Kempsey
10am – 12 noon

Nearly 30 members of Kempsey WI
enjoyed their Christmas party at the
parish hall on Wednesday December
16th. A feast of food provided by
everyone was eaten at tables decorated
by committee members.

CAKES, TOMBOLA
HALF-PRICE CHRISTMAS CARDS,
RAFFLE, CRAFTS,
KIDS ACTIVITIES, REFRESHMENTS

Julie Smith spoke about her trip to
Buckingham Palace for the garden party
held to mark the Women's Institute
Centenary in 2015. The event was hosted
by the Countess of Wessex, The Duchess
of Gloucester and Princess Alexandra.
During the evening there was a quiz and
entertaining poems were read out. A
Santa's Socks gifts exchange raised £54
for the Associated Country Women of
the World charity.

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 213890

Kempsey WI has also entered a team in
the Worcester Federation of WIs’ skittles
league and has a couple more matches
to play in the New Year. Although the
team has not managed to repeat the
winning ways of its first match of the
season, participants and spectators are
having great fun at the competitions.
The next WI meeting will be at the parish
hall on Wednesday February 17th.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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KEMPSEY PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS
Parish Council Representatives
Name
Contact #
Mr M J Bannister 01905
820180
Mr D Bevan
01905
820171
Mr K Blackwell
01905
820549
Mr T Frazer-Cann 01905
828254
Mr T Geens
01905
820997
Mrs P Gerrard
01905
820955
Mr H Hanmer
01905
821931
Mr B Hodgkins
01905
828449
Mr J Michael
01905
820966
Miss A Patrick
01905
828476
Mr D Pugh
07419
120522
Mrs A Smith
07807
777783
Dr C Waller
01905
828383

Address
52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG
17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PN
5 Bramblewood, Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3FL
16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE
23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PU
7 Napleton Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PT
18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL
90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LH
Durridge House, Kerswell Green, Worcester, WR5
3PF
49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG
Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter,
Parish Office
Community Centre
Main Road
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
T: 01905 828183
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
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The Parish Office is located to the rear
of The Community Centre. The office is
open to the public between 10.00am
and 6.00pm Monday to Friday. Outside
these hours, messages may be left on
the office answering machine and will
be dealt with when the Clerk is next on
duty.

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Parish Contacts
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community
Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during Democratic Half Hour at the
start of each monthly meeting.
District Councillors
Mr D T Harrison
Mr J. Michael,
18 Meadow Close,
8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 828107
T: 01905 820966
E: richardjmichael@btinternet.com
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net
Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams
0300 333 3000
E-sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Worcestershire Hub
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
T: 01684 862151 Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern,
Worcs, WR14 3AF

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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District Councillor David Harrison Report (Kempsey Ward)
Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other items
that I have been involved with recently.

M

y last report was up to 14th
November 2015 and a lot has
happened in the village and at Malvern
Hills since this time.
On 21st November Jan and I were
invited to attend the Xmas party for the
Worcester Breast Care Support Group
at Whittington. On 23rd November
Malvern Councillors were given a
detailed guided tour of the Envirosort
recycling facility at Norton – this was
an eye opener in that we witnessed
a bicycle inner tube in the recycling
amongst many other unusual items.
They recycle approx 80,000 tons of
paper, plastic and bottles at present.
Jan and I attended on 2nd December
the Kempsey Cornflower Club Xmas
Lunch at The Talbot which was very
enjoyable. On 14th December I went
to Pershore for a meeting regarding the
South Worcestershire Development Plan
which is due before Malvern Hills District
Council provisionally on Tuesday 23rd
February with possibly a plan and details
of Gypsy and Traveller Site Allocations
together with documents on Affordable
Housing. On 15th December Andrea
Halford prepared a wonderful Xmas
Lunch for the Day Care Club who meets
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at the Firs on Tuesdays.
She was helped by the
Kempsey “Keep Fat
Club (young) beauties”,
Kempsey singers
and of course Father
Christmas. On 6th
January I met with Paul Green for the
“Land Drainage Partnership” regarding
various flooding issues and then we
toured the area. In the evening I chaired
the Northern Area Planning Meeting at
Malvern which had two controversial
applications in the district but took
over 2½ hours but well debated. On 7th
January, John and I attended a meeting
with Tarmac (note that “Lafarge” has
been dropped from the name) regarding
the planning application for the
extension of the Clifton Quarry workings
to extract over 2 million tons of sand
and gravel over the next 7 to 10 years.
Although Tarmac require their Planning
Permission, 15/000006/CM from
Worcestershire County Council as soon
as possible, there are many questions
to get answers for and these are not yet
available. I have also attended 14 other
meetings during this time.

D

octors Kempsey – John Michael and
I met with James Foster from the
Kempsey Surgery regarding the possible
introduction of an outside body to run a
pharmacy in Kempsey and I wrote to the
NHS over this and have has a personal
reply. The deadline was 23rd December
and it is understood that many people
objected – we await the outcome. (It
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is understood that the doctors are also
trying to fix the flooding problem outside
the surgery – beware.)

P

lanning – On writing this report, there
has not been a decision on the 75
houses up Post Office Lane which went
to appeal by David Wilson Homes. The
application for the 21 dwellings to the
north of the houses being built on The
Limes has been submitted to Malvern
Hills District Council 15/01748/FUL but
it seems that notification of these to be
built has been sent to the wrong houses
(those under construction)
and not the nearby
properties. These new
dwellings are to be located
on the proposed “Community Area”.

F

looding – During the high water of
the River Severn and the exceptional
rainfall, I have visited Severn Stoke and
Kempsey areas and also surrounding
Hamlets to assess the situation. Without
the Flood Defence in Kempsey, then
several properties would have been
flooded but only 1 property that I know
about was flooded along with some
cars along Brookend Lane that could
not swim. You will see above that I have
been working with the Flood Officer
and hopefully will continue to improve
the situation. Severn Stoke desperately
needs their flood defence, as in the first
week of January it was very close to
flooding.

R

oad Works and Road Closures – the
“cut through” via Wadborough Road
to the Pershore Road will remain closed
until 12th February (provisional) for flood

alleviation work. Other lane closures
and traffic lights are proposed along
the Main Road particularly for the new
developments from Florence Close up
to Pixham Ferry Lane. Severn Stoke will
have closures along Madge Hill from the
A38 to Kinnersley, and from Kinnersley
to High Green and also to Kerswell Green
for various periods during February
and March. Advance notice that during
March there will be many lane and full
closures planned for the M5 and also
Junction 7. St Peters Drive will also be
closed between Tesco’s and the A4440
roundabout nearest St. Peters Garden
Centre.

O

ther Items – The sign and steps have
been replaced in Bestmans Lane
for footpath KP689 towards Kerswell
Green. Nice to see many people walking
during the nice weather over Christmas
and the New Year. A great Christmas
light display in St Mary’s Close – well
done to all. Broadband – a lot of areas
were connected to an improved access
in December – have a look and see if
you can get a better speed. Lengthsman
– I would like to pass my thanks to
Roy Clarke for all his hard work and
assistance that he has given to me
regarding his Lengthsman duties in
Kemspey and I am sure that the residents
of Kempsey and the surrounding hamlets
would also like to thank you Roy.
Thanking Roy has prompted me in that I
did not thank Hugh Hanmer for his work
in Severn Stoke when he retired last May.
Thank you to both.
Sadness – I was very sad to learn of the
sudden death of a great friend of mine,

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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District Councillor David Harrison Cont.
Steve Perrins, who worked for me many
years ago and then after my retirement, I
went to work for him. Deepest sympathy
to Lyn and all the family.
My website www.davidharrisonkempsey.
co.uk is now being regularly updated and
has full details of probable road closures
that may affect parishioners, details of
broadband, local planning application
and several other items happening
within the District Council and the
villages. Have a look if you can?
Christmas – I thank all those
who sent us Christmas Cards
but we again for 2015 made a
donation to “Worcester Breast
Support Group”.

Cystic Fibrosis
We would like to thank everyone who
braved the awful weather to support
us at our Christmas Bazaar on Saturday,
28th November.
A big thank you to the Thursday girls for
their help on the day and lovely things
they donated for the raffle and for us to
sell.
A grand total of £670.00 has been
donated from the bazaar, raffle and
donations kindly given.
Thank you everyone for your support
and help.
Happy New Year
Jenny and family

Please feel free to contact either of your
District Councillors with any questions or
problem. Contact Details;
John Michael Tel. 01905 820966
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

David Harrsion Tel. 01905 828107
E: davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, WR5 3LD
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
Please note that the contents of this
article are provided by David Harrison
who is the sole person responsible for the
accuracy.
22
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Women’s Fellowship

It seems a long time since the Christmas
Celebration but what a lovely evening
we enjoyed. The Gilded Lilies came to
entertain us with their interesting new
slant on traditional Carols, as well as
humorous readings and poems; and the
committee produced tasty nibbles and
hot mulled wine - a thoroughly pleasant
evening was had by all.
At the time of writing, we are looking
forward to our annual post-Christmas
luncheon at The Bluebell Inn, Ryall.
On 10th February 2016, we meet for
the first time in our new venue, The
Firs, at 7.30pm, where we will listen to
Denis Lee talking about “The Squire’s
House”. It may be that some new ladies,

Parish News
particularly those living in The Firs,
would like to join us, and they will be
very welcome.
In April, our meeting will be a Service of
Communion, followed by our AGM. This
will be held in the Church.
Wendy Coen

Our next meeting is in the Parish Hall
on Sunday 21st February, at 10:30am,
starting with tea/coffee and biscuits.
We gather together to celebrate God’s
goodness and His love for us. Why don’t
you come along and join with us, you
would be most welcome. We will have a
time of worship and Andy Biddlecombe
from Bristol who leads Wild Fire will be
sharing with us.
We have a shared lunch at the end of
the meeting and you would be most
welcome to stay and enjoy this and some
friendly chat.
For more information please contact
Dave and Ann Norton on 01905 820401
or visit our website;
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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St Mary’s 100 Club

Winners for December!
1st - Jennifer Gray
2nd - Iris Lucas
3rd - John Henderson
If you would like to join the St Mary’s
100 club for more information please
contact Sue Fitzjohn on 07796134239

St Mary’s

Church Flowers
For all those who have volunteered to be
part of the new Church Flowers Rota
Please attend a meeting on

Saturday 30th January
10.30am In Church

We will have a short business meeting
collecting contact details, explaining
what’s required and making the
important group decision of whether
the rota is to be run on a weekly or
fortnightly basis.
This will be followed by
the showing where the
necessary equipment is
now kept, and finally a
short flower arrangement
demonstration.
Thank you, Wendy Coen
26

Christian Aid
Christian Aid week is in May but
unfortunately I am unable to organise it
this year. If there is anyone willing to take
this on, I will help them with ordering
the collection material and the list of
roads that we cover.
We always do so well in Kempsey and
Kerswell Green in raising money for this
worthwhile cause, so I hope there is
someone out there willing to give it a go.
Thank you!
Julia Grant 820138

Teddies for Tragedies
Please, put your donated bears, knitted
baby clothes, knitted blankets etc. in
the baskets at the back of church, from
where they will be collected.
There is also some
stuffing for the bears
when you need it,
help yourselves to as
much as you need.
Thank you

Tools with a Mission
We continue to collect most types of
tools, carpentry, building, gardening,
leather work, sewing machines, knitting
machines, cottons, fabrics etc.
Thank you to everyone who has collected
and donated such useful articles for use
overseas.
Contact Mary Read 01905 820789
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From the Curate
Welcome to the Curate’s new puzzle
page. Every month, there will be a
different prize puzzle to test your
wits! Entries to Philippa at curate@
stmaryskempsey.org.uk or to 9, Plover’s
Rise by 21 February.
The solution will be published in
next month’s magazine and the prize
winner (Drawn from all correct entries)
announced on the pew sheet.
Clues across
3. Sacrificed by Abraham in place of
Isaac (3)
5. One of Noah's sons (4)
8. Function of a Rabbi (5)
9.Type of lighting used in ancient Israel
(3,5)
11.Hittite town between Aleppo and
Carchemish (5)
14. Feast also known as the Presentation
of Christ at the Temple (9)
16. Season preceding Easter (4)
18. Second husband of Tamar (4)
19. Summary of doctrine used for
teaching purposes (9)
22. Greek word for "forgetfulness" used
in 2 Peter 1:9 (5)
25. City that was described as
"lukewarm" in Revelation (8)
27. Smallest unit of text in the Bible (5)
28. Creatures found by Samson in the
carcase of a lion (4)
29. Another term for a diocese (3)
Clues down
1. Greek structure from which some of
the philosophers who disputed with Paul
in Athens took their name (4)
2. David's instrument (4)
3. Servant girl in Acts 12 (5)
4. The "tune" of a hymn (6)
6. One of Noah's sons (3)
7. Adoptive son of Pharoah (5)
10 Description of the overwhelmingness

of God (7)
12. One of Jesus's adoptive ancestors,
according to Luke (5)
13. Deed attributed to the Apostles by
Luke (3)
15. Founder of one of the schools of
Temple psalm singers (5)
17. Gathered under a hen's wings in
Jesus's metaphor for His concern for
Jerusalem (6)
19. One of the spies sent into Canaan by
Moses (5)
20. Word related to "Omega", as
"Beginning" is to "Alpha" (3)
21. Relationship of Onesimus to
Philemon (5)
23. Biblical word for a weed (4)
24 .The original garden (4)
26 .Description of God in the first
commandment (3)

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

As Christmas and the New Year recede
in the rear view mirror, the Club is going
to be busy in the coming month, in part
because, as in several recent seasons,
February is the month of inter-club
battles, as well as of our more regular
events.
The battles commence on the evening of
Monday 1st when at least some of us will
be heading for Redditch. There we will
be looking to take the lead (the score is
currently one-all) in our series of battles
with Webheath DPC, with Trevor Bell of
Malvern as the judge. After just over a
week's pause we will then be at home
on Wednesday 10th for our encounter
with Beacon CC, which will be judged
by Michael Krier of Cheltenham. We
hope that it might be possible for us to
win this contest for the first time, as the
gap between the scores has narrowed
substantially over the past few seasons.
Of broader public interest, on
Wednesday 17th (please note that this
is, for once, not the second or fourth
Wednesday* of the month), we are
much looking forward to another of Mick
Pugh's now famous photographic trips
down memory lane in "Old Worcester".
We hope that this event will appeal to
those in the village of a nostalgic bent you (and your reminiscences) will all be
made most welcome!
Our final appointment of February is on
the following night (18th), when we will
be with Digibox CC in their new home at
the Goodrest Tavern in Worcester where,
with Martin Fry as the judge, we will be
hoping to continue our recent string of
successes in this, our longest running
series of battles.
As ever, we would be delighted to
welcome visitors, whether primarily
interested in photography, or for a
specific subject or speaker, at our

meetings. Many previous visitors have
subsequently joined the Club which,
although thriving, remains sociable,
broadly-based and inclusive. Our
sixteen meetings in this season cover
the second and fourth Wednesdays*
of each month from September
(excepting late December), with all
meetings commencing at 7.30 pm in the
Kempsey Community Centre in Main
Road. We seek to encourage and inspire
each other by holding competitions,
practical evenings and outings, and by
hosting talks and demonstrations of
photographic work. You are invited
to see more on our website: www.
kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing some of you
on any of the above dates or, if this isn't
possible, then perhaps on another future
occasion.
In the meantime, the photograph of the
gentleman with the generous whiskers is
"That Look" by Alan Swainson, which was
the top-placed open monochrome print
in the competition held in November
2015.
Malcolm A Hay
Secretary

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Flower Club

Christingle may be over
But the work of the Children’s Society
goes on!

W

e met in
January for
our annual lunch,
which we enjoyed
at the Talbot,
Our next meeting will be on Monday 8th
February at 2:30pm, at the Wyevale
Garden Centre, Droitwich Rd.
Joy Dale 820417
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Workshop solutions for the Professional
www.emotivsales.co.uk

All profits from sales are spent on
projects run by the charity MotoV8
32
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Parish Records

From the Parish Registers

St Deny’s, Severn Stoke, St Mary Magdalen Croome D’Abitot
& St Mary the Virgin, Kempsey

Baptism

13th December 2015
Kizziah Jane Aldith Parker & Florence
Jane Parker

Weddings

12th December, 2015
Christopher Nicholas Brown & Clare
Margaret Hartland
We wish them every happiness

Funerals

1st December 2015
Cicely Lilian Barnes
1st December 2015

David Arthur Downton
11th December 2015
Ivor Taylor
31st December 2015
Derek Hitchens
23rd December 2015
Nicholas Drake Holland
7th January 2016
Amelia Metcalf
22nd January 2016
Mrs Joan Millisic
19th January 2016
Yvonne Blight Henton
We offer our sympathy to all family &
friends

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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HANLEY CASTLE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS
The Christmas period is always a time
of mixed emotions at school with the
excitement of the pupils in the run-up
to the festive season tempered with
the tension of our year eleven pupils
as they sit their GCSE mock exams. By
the last day of term we can all let our
hair down as we hold our ‘Heroes and
Villains’ dress up day, this year raising a
staggering £5,400 for the ‘Children with
Cancer’ charity.

The Friends of Hanley Castle High School
would like to invite you to attend a Grand
Spring Ball and Auction of Promises, on
Friday 22nd April from 7.30pm. Bucks
Fizz reception and canapes with dinner
and dancing in a luxury marquee, kindly
sponsored by ‘West Country Marquees’.
Tickets at £40 a head from the school’s
front office: 01684.593241.
Our new sixth form centre is taking
shape extremely quickly with the
contractors still hopeful of handing over
the centre well in time for our new, year
twelve cohort this summer. We are
trying to raise funds to enhance the ICT
facilities and landscape the surrounds
by offering friends of the school the

opportunity to buy an
engraved brick, which
will form part of the
entrance walkway to
the new centre. We are
asking for a donation of £30 to buy a
brick, full details from the front office.
The Upton surgery has kindly sponsored
a prize to encourage young artists at
the school with their work. The art
work is on display at the surgery with
this year’s winning piece being a canvas
from former pupil Beth Roberts, who
was recently presented with a cup and
cheque for £25.
Rehearsals are now well underway for
the school production of 'Our House'!
We are so pleased to have yet another
strong cast and representatives from
each year group involved in the show.
Although the story of the play will be
new to most of you, I am sure the music
won't be! The show is on from March
16th until March 19th and tickets will be
on sale soon.
With our best wishes for 2016.
Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)

Toddler Group
St Marys Church Fridays (School Term)
11.00 - 12.30
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Parish News
SEVERN STOKE AND CROOME D’ABITOT NEWS
HAPPENINGS in SEVERN STOKE and environs
February 2016
United Benefice of Kempsey and Severn
SEVERN STOKE & KINNERSLEY
Stoke with Croome d’Abitot Church
100 Club
St Denys’ Church, Severn Stoke

C

ome and see the proposed
Modernisation Plans for St Denys’
Church to provide services, lavatories
and a kitchen, so that a wider use can
be made of this superb building right
at the heart of the Village. The Church
Council would be pleased to hear
from individuals and organisations,
who would like to use the modernised
venue, for perhaps sport and keep fit,
music groups, evening classes, concerts
and so on. Contact John Henderson
01905 371218 with your ideas. It may
help us to attract grant aid to bring the
plans to fruition sooner.
SEVERN STOKE and AREA FLAG
(Flood Action Group)
Plans for the proposed Flood Bund are
still under discussion and there will
be renewed pressure for a decision,
when the present heavy work load of
the Environment Agency, due to the
flooding up north, has reduced.
A further meeting will be called, when
there is something positive to report.
Julia Snowball, Secretary Severn Stoke
Flood Action Group (FLAG) 01905
371371
Anyone wishing to join the FLAG should
contact: Tim Weeks on 01905 371309 or
email:
timothy.weeks@btopenworld.com

Winners for December!
Malcolm Walford of Strensham £30
Jon Sugden of Severn Stoke Bonus £100
Present Members, your subs of £15.00
each are due 1st January 2016. Your
continuing support is essential. Thank
you!
New members, always welcome there
is a £30 winner each month with
an additional £100 bonus prize in
December.
Cheques in favour of ‘Friends of St
Denys‘, please to: John Henderson, 100
Club Secretary, Meadow Hill House,
Severn Stoke, Worcester, WR8 9JP or
T: 01905 371218 for more information.

SEVERN STOKE PARISH HALL
The Parish Hall at Severn Stoke is a great
place to hold parities!
To Book Call
Trish Rowe on 01905 371339 or
Dave Thompson on 01905 371171
Web: www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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SEVERN STOKE AND CROOME D’ABITOT NEWS
FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN STOKE
he Event raised a fantastic £2,100, a
Raising funds to modernise the church!
great start towards attracting Grant
Aid, every penny of which will have to be
he Art Exhibition and Grand Draw at
won in competition with other schemes.
the end of November in St Denys’
The draft Plans can be seen in St Denys'
Church proved to be a great success.
costed at approximately £150,000 and
We enjoyed a regular flow of people
are designed to be flood resilient.
to see the superb exhibits of paintings,
photographs, prints and jewellery.
The events organised by the Friends of
St Denys' have a fundraising purpose,
The cake and drinks stall, arranged by
but an important part of our aim is to
some members of the committee was
maintain and increase the sense of
incredibly popular. The Grand Draw
community in our village. To this end we
Event on the Friday night with retired
would warmly welcome any suggestions
auctioneer, Charles Robinson, a former
for events that would be of interest
Severn Stoke resident, was fun. He
to you. And we would of course be
regaled us with stories of his career and
delighted to have more people take part
drew the winning tickets for the exciting
in the organising of an event!
prizes.

T

T

W

Contact our Secretary, Claire Lloyd 01905
371746 or any other committee member,
whom you may know. All comments
and suggestions on the calendar of
events, when issued, would be much
appreciated.

e had many positive comments
about how the Art Exhibition and
Café brought a welcoming and vibrant
atmosphere to the church - proving that,
with some important modernisations,
this lovely building works well for events
other than Church services. Many thanks
for your support.

OUR NEXT EVENT !
COFFEE MORNING & BRING AND BUY
at

SHEEPCOTE FARM, Severn Stoke
on

Tuesday 9th February at 10.30 a.m.
(at the kind invitation of Sarah Watkins)

Everyone is welcome and if you are new to the Parish, come along and meet your
neighbours. You can be assured that the cakes offered will be delicious!
42
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SEVERN STOKE
Church Flowers

February 2016
5th Mrs Opie
14th Lent, no flowers
Please could we have more volunteers
for the Church flowers. Perhaps you
would like to dedicate a week or two to
a loved one. We have reverted to pots
of evergreen plants in a large bowl.
Volunteers would be requested to fill one
pot only set in the middle with a spray
of cut flowers. Please contact Jane Hall
(07917821608) who has kindly agreed to
be responsible for the Flower rota.

The National Trust
Croome Park & Court

Access to the park and court is only
through the main visitor reception and
car park. From 14th February, the park,
shop and canteen will be open every
day from 10.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. The
house will open every weekday EXCEPT
TUESDAYS, from 11.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.

Cornflower Club

Parish News

W

e ended 2015 with our
Christmas Lunch at the Talbot,
where once again Tom and his staff
did us proud.
Thank you very much. I’m sure we
all enjoyed our meals in a warm
friendly atmosphere. We all received
a present from the “Secret Santa”
pile of presents and Mary and Nikki
dressed up for us once again as Mary
Christmas and her little helper, the
Elf.
The Cornflower Club meets
fortnightly on a Wednesday
afternoon at 2-30 p.m. in the Parish
Hall, our next meeting is on the 10th
of February.
If you would like to join us, ladies
and gentlemen, you would be very
welcome.
Julia Grant 01905 820138

For more details and events, contact
01905 371 006 or e-mail:
croome@nationaltrust.org.uk or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome

SEVERN STOKE

CHURCH CLEANING
February 2016
12th J Henderson & friend
26th Mrs Everitt & Mr Everitt
March 2016
11th Mrs Cox & Mr Cox
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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FIRST PACT MEETING IN 2016
The first PACT meeting of 2016
will take place at 7.00pm for 7.30pm
at the Community Centre, Kempsey,
on
Wednesday, February 24th, 2016.
Please note the change from the
previous practice of meeting on
Tuesdays.
This meeting will set the date and
arrangements for the next Litter Pick.
Terry Ward, Chairman
Kempsey PACT

Coming Together Fellowship

Save the Children

Our February meeting will take place
on Monday 8th in St. Mary’s church at
10-30 am

During 2015 Save the Children had
various events, which are always well
supported by Kempsey folk. Heather and
I are very pleased to announce that, with
your help, we raised £3415.88 which will
go a long way to help those who are in
dire need of our help.

We meet for coffee and a chat then at
11-00 we listen to our speaker who will
be Revd. Ken Hart.
We finish the morning with a snack
lunch.
We are an ecumenical fellowship and
welcome ladies and gentlemen to come
and join us.
Contact:
Julia Grant 820138 or Carol Shaw-Ling
821467
44

We are having a Bring and Buy on
Saturday, February 13th in St. Mary’s
church 10 pm until noon (please see
advert in magazine).
Thank you all very much for your support
during 2015.
Julia Grant 820138
& Heather Davies B.E.M. 821040
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CHAMWINO PARISH DIOCESE OF MOROGORO ANZANIA
Chamwino parish has four congregations,
two large which are St. Paul’s
church Chamwino and St. Stephen’s
Church Mafiga. The other two small
congregations are St. Peter’s Church
Kasanga and St.Philip’s Church Mafulu.

The church also took into consideration
the decision to build these schools
because the number of children is
increasing daily and the schools available

The following are the number of
Christians in each congregation and
some of the project/challenges facing
those congregations.
St. Paul church has 257 Christians both
attending church and not attending. This
church has two plots where the church
building plot is and the new plot for the
nursery School. We plan to construct
The first classroom building
currently are too few and are not
providing good education.

three classrooms for the nursery and
after finishing this task we will start
building the primary School. We have
started to build the first classroom for
the nursery school as you can see in
the above photo. The Church decided
to build this project because it is in the
world to minister to people both
spiritual and physical and it will help all
the people despite their religion, race,
and colour. This mean that those who
will benefit to study here are not only
Christians but also the non-Christians.
46

However many thanks go to Kempsey
parish under the leadership of Rev.
Mark Badger and his team who have
given so much support which made the
construction of the first building
possible. So many prayers are needed so
we can complete the first classroom and
the kids can start learning in this school.
Then we can start to build the other two!
St. Stephen’s Church has 116 Christians.
However they do not have a church
building whereby Christians can worship
God. So we are in the process of
constructing it. (photo 'new building').
Our purpose is to do evangelism by
constructing a house of prayer. The
Church is in the area where evangelism
is growing rapidly. We are in the area
where dwellers are small scale economic
earners. We want to build a church to
accommodate the people who receive

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Jesus through strong evangelism we are
engaged with. As the church, we hope
having a new church building that we will
expand our evangelism by inviting more
people to come to Jesus.
St. Peter’s church Kasanga has 18
Christians attending to church. It is a new
area of Christianity to reach there; many
people who are living in this area are
Muslims. So we have a big job to spread
the Gospel to this Muslim area. As all of
us we know that Muslims don’t believe
that Jesus is God, Jesus did not die on
the Cross, and Jesus is not the Saviour

traditionalists. These people are neither
Christians nor Muslims. Many people
believe in witchdoctors to solve their
problems. In real sense the witchdoctors
don’t solve their problems but only tell
them lies. So you can see we have a big
job to Spread the Gospel in this area so
they can believe in the true God through
Jesus Christ so they can be saved rather
than depending on false gods.
In short we are engaging with our
project of constructing the nursery
School building at St. Paul’s Church.
Constructing the church building at St.
Stephen’s Church. Spreading the Gospel
of Christ in the Muslim area at St. Peter’s
Church and Spreading the Gospel of
Christ at St. Philip’s Church Mafulu to
the traditionalists area so they can know
the true God thus they can have hope of
life both in this world and the world to
come.
Thank you very much for today let me
end here.
Revd Captain Enock Chibada

of the whole world. These people deny
all these beliefs which are essentials of
getting eternal life in
Christ. But we thank God that despite all
these difficulties that the church is still
surviving in this place. Many prayers are
needed so the Gospel can penetrate to
these people so they can accept Jesus as
many people believe in other.
St. Philip’s church Mafulu has 27
Christians. It is again a new area the
majority living in this place are

New building
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UPTON COMMUNITY CARE
Do you need help to manage your
finances or to budget or day to day
expenditure?
Are you struggling to pay bills or replace
essential household goods? If so,
Citizens Advice South Worcestershire can
help.
Our charity offers a free, independent,
confidential and impartial Money Advice
Service using trained advisors who
are authorised and regulated by the
Financial Conduct Authority.
The above photo was taken of the
committee of Upton Community Care
at a dinner to say goodbye to Roger
Wildin, who has been our coordinator
and energetic leader for the past 4 years.
(Please note that it was a splendid dinner
and that we paid for ourselves, not from
UCC funds!) Roger has moved to Dorset
and we all wish him well, and thank him
for his hard work and friendship since he
joined UCC.
As you will gather from the photo, most
of the committee are senior citizens,
as are most, but not all, of our drivers.
We have found that driving a variety
of characters to appointments is both
satisfying and enjoyable. There is a
need, and we are doing our best to meet
it. Are you a car-driving senior citizen
with a couple of hours a week to spare?
Give your ‘feel good factor’ a treat!
If you would like to know more, leave
your name and phone number on 01684
593633, and one of us will get back to
you.
Heather Newborough, UCC Treasurer

As well as help to draw up a budget,
we can look at ways you might increase
your income or reduce your outgoings
perhaps by getting a better deal on your
energy supplier. Where appropriate,
we can also help you to negotiate with
Creditors to set up Debt Management
plans and can advise on the various
types of Court based procedures that can
be used to help manage your debts.
In addition we can help you to get a
better deal on your energy supplies
which can ease pressure on household
budgets by freeing up money for other
things. Anyone interested in using our
service can drop in, phone or e-mail us
for help.”
For further information and advice,
contact your local Citizens Advice Bureau
or see www.adviceguide.org.uk
Your local Bureau – South Worcestershire
Citizens Advice Bureau at Malvern
Heights, Chequers Close, Enigma
Business Park, Malvern, WR14 1BF
Tel: 01684 563611
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Parish News

2016 LENT COURSE

A

new group study course is nearing
completion, ready for churches
across the Diocese to use in Lent 2016.
Its title is Living As Disciples. Our hope
is that it will help many of us grow as
disciples of Jesus – in our understanding,
our living and our character.
In five sessions it is not possible to
cover every aspect of discipleship.
Within the course, five different angles
on discipleship have been selected.
The hope is that each of these proves
illuminating, shedding fresh light on
what it means to live as a disciple of
Jesus Christ in the 21st century.
The five sessions are entitled:
1.
Disciples as learners
2.
Disciples as followers
3.
Disciples as friends
4.
Disciples as those who serve
5.
Gathering it together in the light
of the resurrection”

LENT LUNCHES

We are starting with Lent Lunches again
at the Firs, Old Rd North. They start
quite early this year as Ash Wednesday
is on 10th February. All are welcome
to come and enjoy homemade soup,
cheese and biscuits with a cup of tea or
coffee all for the cost of £4.00. We start
the lunch at 12-30 and aim to finish at
2-00. This will run for 6 weeks finishing
on March 16th, this is a lovely time to
get together with friends and have chat.
All money raised will go to feeding
programmes for refugees and areas of
drought and famine.
Julia Grant 820138

The sessions will be on Thursday
evenings Feb 11th, 18th, 25th, & March
3rd & 10th.
We would love you to join us for 1 or all
of the sessions which will begin with a
short form of Evening Prayer at 5.00 pm
and we will aim to finish the session by
6.15 pm

Age UK Coffee Morning
The coffee morning is now held in St. Mary’s Church at 10.45 a.m. on Thursday
mornings. New folk are always welcome to share a pleasant hour. Advice available to
access Age U.K. help and services.
Henry Morris 820601
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Parish Contacts

More Useful Contacts
DR. Craig Morgan Children &
Youth Worker, KreativKidz

07837
craig.morgan@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
128967

Fiona Harrison
Wedding Enquiries

01905
harrisonfiona@hotmail.com
820067

Ann Norton
Little Angels Toddler Group
Grace Community

01905
annanddave12@hotmail.co.uk
820401
www.gracecommunitychurch.org.uk

Name

Number

Name

Number

Brownie Guides

01905 820901 2nd Brownie Guides

07825 786604

Scouts

01905 764168 Cub Scouts

01905 764168

Beaver Scouts

01905 764168 Craft Club

01905 828476

Kempsey Camera Club

01905 351041 Competition Club

01905 821462

Kempsey Angling Association

01905 821666 Pilates

07903 901956

Symphony Dance School

01886 833263 Kempsey Handbell
Ringers

01905 820696

Kempsey Women’s Fellowship 01905 828096 Kempsey Men’s
Fellowship

01905 820129

St Mary’s Church Bellringers

01905 820601 Cornflower Club

01905 820476

St Mary’s Flower Club

01905 820417 Women’s Institute (WI)

01905 821189

Mother’s Union (Upton
Deanery)

01684 592309 Kempsey Cricket Club &
Juniors

07753 607979

Kempsey Sports Association

01905 821215 Kempsey Lawn Tennis
Club

07960 002349

Kempsey Colts Football Club

01905 821994 Kempsey United Football
Club

01905 821215

Dance Exercise Classes

01905 353052 Bridge Club

01905 820786

Dance Class

01905 424415 Art group

01905 820595

S.Worcs Ass. of Retired
Persons

01905 27421

01905 828404

Kempsey Doctors Surgery

01905 820466 Local Policing team

Yoga
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