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Alleluia Jesus is Risen.

This is the great greeting
used in the Church as we celebrate the Easter season which
will end on the 7th Sunday of Easter - 24th May Pentecost or Whit-Sunday. Although, we stop using these
acclamations of the Easter joy at Pentecost – the change of
season is no less a cause for joy or celebration!
Pentecost commemorates the descent of the Holy
Spirit upon the Apostles and other followers of Jesus (120
in all), as described in the Acts of the Apostles For this
reason, Pentecost is sometimes described by some
Christians today as the "Birthday of the Church".
As the first holiday of the summer Whitsun was one of the
favourite times in the traditional calendar and Whit Sunday
or the following week was a time for celebration. This took
the form of fêtes, fairs, pageants and parades with Whitsun
ales and Morris dancing and Whit walks .
Celebration is an important part of the life of the Church –
but something that perhaps gets lost in translation! Each
and every time we meet to worship it is supposed to be a
celebration, indeed when we say that we ‘celebrate’ Holy
Communion.’ I firmly believe that this sense of
celebration – joy – even exuberance should be at the heart
of all that the Church is and does!
It was wonderful over Easter to see so many new faces in
Church, to celebrate Easter Eve with so many people (over
100) in church singing and dancing along to Elvis songs
with Andy Kelso and hearing the testimony of both Andy
and Elvis’s faith. And then on Easter Day to proclaim
Alleluia Jesus is Risen with so many having fun in Church
and our now traditional Balloon Race – Congratulations
to Amy Wells and Hugo Wallis by the way who’s
balloons made it all the way to Dartmoor!

THANK YOU TO ALL WHO JOINED US
OVER EASTER!
It is my sincere hope and DETERMINATION that we
continue with that same sense of continual ‘celebration’ in
all that we do in the life of the Church in our community!
With that aim in mind we are looking at the ways we do
things and how we truly ‘celebrate life together’ not just as
Christians but as a community. To that end we have
recently started a group called ‘Riverside Friends’ with the
aim of organising village social events, activities and groups
– the Treasure Hunt and Bonfire being our first event (all
input most welcome). The children’s Easter Holiday Club
will be followed up with a new look KreativKidz on the last
Sunday afternoon of each month in Kempsey School where
we will celebrate together in a range of activities including a
live band and lots of fun! We also plan to run a summer
holiday club so get your name down early!

On 31st May we will come together with our
friends & neighbours in the neighbouring
Benefice of Norton et al - 10.30 am St James
Norton - and I strongly urge everyone to come to
support this service as we continue to strengthen
our links and partnerships! If you require a lift it
can be arranged!

When others saw
how excited and
joyful the Apostles
were after they had
received the Holy
Spirit they thought that they were drunk! Being drunk is
perhaps a good analogy for being full of the Holy Spirit.
Somebody who is drunk with wine or alcohol is controlled
by and consumed by alcohol. But somebody who is "drunk
in the Spirit" is controlled and consumed by the Spirit, who
helps us live
holy lives. It's impossible to follow God unless we are led
by the Spirit. And the only way to be led by the Spirit is to
follow God's command to be filled by the Spirit (Ephesians
5:18).
Christians believe that the Holy Spirit entered us when we
decided to become a Christian. But sometimes we forget
that we need to continually ask the Holy Spirit to lead us, to
guide us, to help us do the things God wants us to do.
When we're growing as Christians, we should allow the
Spirit to take control over more and more areas of our lives
and we should celebrate and be joyful in the Spirit!
We celebrate the Holy Spirit as the power of God among us
that heals, forgives, inspires, and unites. Images of wind and
fire describe the Spirit poured out on disciples of all nations.
In the one Spirit we were baptized into one body, and at the
Lord’s Table (Communion) the Spirit unites us for witness
in the world. The Spirit calls us to follow in the way and in
the pattern and in the shape of the life of Jesus. The
question for us as Christians is: How does the Spirit work
through me?
●
How is that same wind blowing in my life as I look
at the work I have been given to do?
●
What are the gifts that I see manifested in those
with whom I meet every day?
●
Where do I see the Spirit at work in the world
around me?
●
Do I live my life in a way that opens up space for
the Spirit in the midst of a world that wants to
forget God, or even rejects him in the name of a falsely
conceived freedom?

Let us be a church community that is full of the Holy Spirit
and celebrating life together!

S ERVICES for
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3rd May 5th Sunday of Easter
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey

8.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service

10th May 6th Sunday of Easter
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke

8.00 a.m.
10.30. a.m.
3.15 p.m.

Matins
Family Communion
Family Service

17th May Sunday After Ascension
Kempsey
8.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.30 a.m.

Contemporary Worship

Severn Stoke
Kempsey

10.30 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion

24th May PENTECOST
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke

8.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Matins
Holy Communion
Informal Worship

8.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

31st May TRINITY Sunday
Kempsey
Joint Benefices Service
NORTON

10.30 a.m.
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Wednesday 6th May

2.30pm

Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall.

Friday 8th May

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church.

Monday 11th May

10.30am
7.30pm

“Coming together” meets in St.Mary’s House.
Healing Prayer Group meets at Gill Warfield’s

Wednesday 13th May

7.30pm

Women’s Fellowship in St. Mary’s House

Friday 15th May

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church

Saturday 16th May

7.30pm

Powick Parish Community Choir in Church.

Wednesday 20th May

2.30pm

Cornflower Club meets in the Parish Hall.

Friday 22nd May

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church

Monday 25th May

8.00pm

Parish Prayer meeting at the Gill Warfield’s

Friday 29th May

Little Angels – Half Term

Joint Service
Sunday 31st May
St James Norton 10.30 am

Please make every effort to join us for
a celebration with our friends &
in our neighbouring Parish!
NB: NO SERVICE @ St Mary’s or St Denys’
Lifts can be arranged!
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HAPPENINGS in SEVERN STOKE and environs

St Denys’ Church, Severn Stoke
United Benefice of
Kempsey and Severn Stoke with
Croome d’Abitot Church

W

e now have approval to place a Portable Chemical
Lavatory discreetly in part of the churchyard, subject
to some screening plans being approved. This is intended
as a stop gap until the proposed lavatories, kitchenette and
storage inside the church come to fruition. The Parochial
Church Council have approved the appointment of
Architects to prepare a draft scheme for this modernisation.
As soon as it is available, a public meeting will be called to
allow everyone interested to comment. If approved, we can
then get into gear with fund raising.
United Benefice Prayer Meetings – Welcome to our
meetings (usually the last Monday of each month) for an
hour, from 8.00 p.m., next meeting is Monday 23rd May
at Gilly Walfield’s house. We give thought and prayer for
people and projects around us and for the health and
enhancement of the Churches’ work.
Contact John and Cara 371 218 if you would like to join us.

MAY 2105

Tickets will be available soon for

THE TEA PARTY

on Sunday 7th June at 3.30 p.m.
at Severn Bank House, Severn Stoke.
Tickets will be £10 each for this special fund raising event.
Accompanied twelve year olds and under, £3.00 each. Apart
from the glorious venue, you will be assured of a slap up
traditional afternoon tea. Everyone welcome.
Please apply for tickets to
Beverley Daly W/ 371 655 or John Henderson W/371 218.

SEVERN STOKE and KINNERSLEY 100 CLUB
April’s lucky £30 winner was Tony Cox of Severn Stoke.
New members always welcome: Cheques in favour of
‘Friends of St Denys‘, please to: John Henderson, 100
Club Secretary, Meadow Hill House, Severn Stoke,
Worcester, WR8 9JP or Telephone W/ 371 218 for more
information.

EARL’S CROOME WOMEN’S INSTITUTE

The Earl’s Croome WI Secretary, Mrs Sue Strang, has
St Denys’ Bible Study and Fellowship Group: confirmed that Earl’s Croome is amalgamating with the
Wednesday 13th May at 2.30 p.m. All welcome.
Ripple Group and that no further notices of meetings will be
We’re studying the Book of Daniel.
given in this Newsletter. We wish them a lively and
Just contact John Henderson (W 371 218) for the venue.
prosperous future

SEVERN STOKE and AREA FLAG
(Flood Action Group)
At a recent meeting of the Flood Action Group (FLAG) members
learnt that with the support of Harriet Baldwin MP, the
Environment Agency had now discussed the concept proposals for a
Flood Protection Scheme with all affected landowners. All landowners
have given their outline consent for the section of defence on their land
and are supportive of the scheme progressing. The detail will of course
need to be agreed and the EA are currently pulling together a
composite plan to show the scheme proposals for Severn Stoke. This is
great progress and now allows the EA to begin work on some of the
detail and also provides a good platform for the FLAG to commence
their fundraising. As far as the latter is concerned, fundraising
activity will initially focus on the Village Fun Day in early August
(8th). Further details will be circulated around the community in due
course.
Anyone wishing to join the FLAG should contact:
or email him at

FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN STOKE
Raising funds to modernise the church!
The Coffee Morning at Dunstall Farm House was a happy
event and raised over £274, which is terrific. Great thanks
to Ann and Maureen Rimell for their generous hospitality.

MOTHERS’ UNION
28th May – Evening Meeting at 7.00 p.m. at 12, Ham View,
Upton.

The National Trust - Croome Park and Court Access to the Park and Court is only through the main
Visitor Reception and Car Park. The Park, Shop and
Canteen will be open every day from 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
and the House will open every weekday EXCEPT
TUESDAYS, for Guided Tours only from 11.00 a.m. to 1.30
p.m. and open generally from 1.30 to 4.00 p.m. At
Weekends, House open from 11.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.
For more details and events, contact W/ 371 006 or e-mail:
croome@nationaltrust.org.uk or visit the website at
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome

CHURCH CLEANING, SEVERN STOKE
MAY
8th
22nd

Mr and Mrs Everitt
Mr and Mrs Joan Price

JUNE
5th
19th

Mr and Mrs Hanmer
Mrs Gaywood and Mrs Linsey

CHURCH FLOWERS – SEVERN STOKE
MAY
1st and 8th
Volunteers please
15th and 22nd
Volunteers please
29th and 5th June Volunteers please
JUNE
12th and 19th
Volunteers please
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After the success of our Easter Holiday Club we are re launching our monthly
children’s club KreativKidz with a new format and venue!
The sessions will now run in Kempsey Primary School on the LAST SUNDAY of each
month from 2.30 until 4.00 pm.
KreativeKidz exists to teach children about Jesus and have lots of fun and laughter
along the way!
Our activities are suited to children between the ages of 3 and 11, adults are welcome
to stay and participate, although only when accompanied by a responsible child!
We offer an exciting range of activities all based around a biblical theme. Each
session ends with a joyful celebration for the whole family.
Everything we do focuses on:

know the love of God through Jesus and develop new and lasting friendships

●

have fun with games, competitions, small groups, craft, sport, puppets, music

●
and drama

work out what living Gods way looks like

●

- learn more about God through biblical, creative and age appropriate talks and

●
worship.

We take child protection very seriously. All those who work with children have
undergone an enhanced CRB.
WHY NOT COME ALONG AND SEE WHAT WE GET UP TO?
For more information contact:
Craig Morgan
Mobile: 07837 128967
Email: craig.morgan@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
Email: vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.ukclosur
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Andie Price
On Sunday 19th April, Andie
Price celebrated her 90th
Birthday in St Mary’s Church
with her friends and pupils
who also provided a wonderful
musical concert. More photos
on page 9.

Public Announcement
Severn Stoke Parish Hall
AGM

O

n 19th May 2015 at 7.30pm we shall be holding the
our Severn Stoke Parish Hall Management
Committee Annual General Meeting at the Hall in
Severn Stoke.
This is a public meeting, with all interested parties are
invited to attend.

Cornflower Club

W

e had a very interesting talk with slides from Lesley
and Ken Blunt about Worcester Cathedral. Lots of
information about objects in the building that makes
one want to go and investigate to find out more.
We had a lovely lot of Easter Bonnets for our parade,
which Penny Paul from Severn Stoke came to judge,
thank you Penny for coming. We also had a quiz
which Mary came up with, quite a lot of difficult
questions, made us all think.
In May we have our outing to Stratford upon Avon,
hope we have good weather!
Our next meeting, in the Parish Hall, is on 20th May
at 2.30. Please come and join us if you are a lady or
gentleman over 60 years old and live in the parish,
you will be very welcome.
Julia Grant 820138

Powick
Parish
Community
Choir

Saturday
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Kempsey

16th May 7.30pm
Featuring
£ 8.00

Sacred Choral Classics
Songs from Stage & Screen

Tickets

including

glass of wine or fruit juice

From Libby James 353935
or Bev Smith 350138
Come and support this excellent
and popular local choir
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SPRING IS HERE AT LAST
WANTED

THE LADIES OF KEMPSEY
TO RAID YOUR CUPBOARDS
TO HELP THE CATHEDRAL: MAGGS PARTNERSHIP
WE NEED YOUR "OVER STOCKS" OF
HAND BAGS / SCARVES / AND COSTUME JEWELLERY
TO SELL AT A TABLE TOP SALE
SATURDAY 9TH MAY
AT
AVONCROFT MUSEUM
All proceeds of the Sale will go to
MAGGS DAY CENTRE
DEANSWAY
WORCESTER
contact : BARBARA DAVIES 01905 22522
for further details
or ANN BLACKWELL 01905 820549
DONATIONS CAN BE LEFT AT 1 THE OAKS, KEMPSEY

From the Editor
Front page photographs taken by Duncan Smith
Magazine compiled by Duncan Smith
Typing by Julia Grant
Proof reading by Bev Smith
Printing by Normal Long Printers Ltd
Distribution - Richard Tombs
If you would like your artwork or photograph to feature on a the front cover of a future copy, please contact me.
These should be in portrait format and in colour with no wording.
Please e mail your article direct to the editor

kempseynews@hotmail.co.uk
Please only use this e mail address
Deadline for June edition 14th May
Cd’s USB drives may be delivered direct to the editor
Duncan Smith, 8, Falcon Close, St Peters, 01905 350138

Items requiring typing for the June edition should be delivered to

Julia Grant 34 St Mary’s Close by 14th May.
Tips for contributors: If your article includes artwork (photographs, clipart, etc), please send the artwork as attachments.
If you don’t, and and it’s embedded, the artwork may not get printed.
If it is done on a computer, please send me the computer file and not a printed copy.

To get your copy delivered to your home,
please contact Kate Badger 01905 820057
ADVERTISING ENQUIRIES
Contact Kate Badger via www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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Andie Price’s

90th
Birthday Concert

19th April 2015
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KEMPSEY GARDEN WALKABOUT

2015
Saturday 27th June
10.00am to 5.00pm

Sunday 28th June
10.00am to 5.00pm

Grace Community

O

ur April meeting is in the Parish Hall on Sunday 19th
April, at 10:30am, starting with tea/coffee and
biscuits.

We gather together to celebrate God’s goodness and His
love for us. Why don’t you come along and join with us,
you would be most welcome. We will have a time of
worship and Andy Biddlecombe from Bristol who leads
Wild Fire will be sharing with us.
We have a shared lunch at the end of the meeting and you
would be most welcome to stay and enjoy this and some
friendly chat.
For more information please contact Dave and Ann
Norton on 01905 820401 or visit our website
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

Tickets

Adults £4.00 Senior Citizens £3.50
I am pleased to say that the garden walkabout will
go ahead This year and we are looking forward to
opening our gardens and in memory of Harry Lewis.
Proceeds from the walkabout will be going to
Kempsey Organisations and The Air Ambulance in
Memory of Harry Lewis.
If you have not been before there will be Sign posts
pointing to the first garden on the Lawns Nursing
Home Grounds.
If you need more information please do not hesitate
in contacting me

Lenten Giving

A

s well as the money raised from the Lent
Lunches, a further £212.00 was raised for
Syrian Refugees. Thank you to all those who
donated

Flower Club
O

ur April meeting was at St. Peter’s and quite a few
members were able to attend. The next meeting will
be on Monday 11th May at 2.30. and will be at Revills Farm
Shop, which is on Bourne Rd. Defford, WR8 9BS.
If you need a lift please let me know.
Joy Dale 820417

T

he fund raising dinner, in aid of the new
nursery school being built in Chamwhino
Parish, Morogoro Diocese, Tanzania proved to
be an outstanding success. A great time was had
by all 76 people who attended and judging by the noisy
chatter throughout the evening, fun and friendships were
developed as well as the satisfaction of making a very
worthwhile contribution to the new school.
It is too early to confirm how much was raised as certain
expenses still have to be settled but we hope that it might be
around £1000.
Sue and I offer our sincere thanks to everyone who attended
and also our thanks to those who made a contribution in
spite of being unable to attend. Our heavenly Father blessed
our combined efforts that we know will bring smiles to the
faces of our brothers and sisters in St Paul's Church,
Chamwhino and in particular to Reverend Enock Chimbada.
Blessings to you all. Peter Fitzjohn

KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB
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s I write, spring has definitely sprung and we have at last
wrote last month about one
got the sunshine and higher temperatures to prise us
way
in which the bells can
from our chairs! For (a hopefully similar) May, the Club
change
their tune - whereby
currently has two events which we hope may prove of
the Conductor calls out an instruction, for example, “2 to 3”
interest.
On Sunday 10th May (please note the late change of date, and the order of the bells changes from a descending
part-scale 1,2,3,4,5,6 to 1,3,2,4,5,6. In order to achieve this,
due to circumstance beyond our control) the Club will be
the ringer of no. 2 bell must pull a little harder to raise his
going to Cambridge. In view of the greater distance to be
/her bell a little higher in its swing, so that it chimes a little
covered we will depart slightly earlier and return
correspondingly later, so that we should have at least 5 hours later and after the no. 3 bell. The ringer of no. 3 bell must,
in this interesting city. The cost per head will be £20, payable at the same time, pull his/her bell in sharply to prevent it
from quite completing its full swing, and must now ring
in advance. We are always delighted to welcome nonmembers on these trips. If you are interested, Larry Gleaves directly after the treble. We say that the 3 is now ringing in
2nds place; and the 2 is in 3rds place. The ringer on bell no.
(821736; lawrence.gleaves@btinternet.com) may still have a
4 doesn’t change his/her timing, but must now follow bell
few seats remaining.
Almost immediately thereafter, on Wednesday 13th May, no. 2 where he/she had previously been following bell no. 3.
The treble and bells no. 5 and 6 would have been unaffected
we have our Annual General Meeting. Unlike many such
by this call. This is called “Rounds and Call Changes” and
meetings, this is usually very well attended, with members
the “round” of six bells, whatever their order, happens in
taking the opportunity to review the season which has
approximately 2 seconds, or 27 rounds per minute.
almost finished, including our on-going Lottery-funded
Interestingly, if 8 bells are ringing (or 10 or 12) there are still
community outreach project, to discuss ideas for future
developments, to congratulate the three overall competition approximately 27 rounds per minute - the individual bells
don’t ring faster, but the spaces between the “dongs”
winners and to launch our formal programme for Season
decreases.
2015-16. In order to spread our message as widely as
There is, however, another very important way of
possible we would particularly welcome any visitors who
changing the pattern of ringing. This is called, “Methods.”
might be interested in joining us in the autumn.
Potential members will also be welcome to take part in When ringing Methods, each ringer follows a pre-determined
pattern of moving places relative to the other bells. This has
one or more of the informal activities which we hope to
to be learnt in advance as there is no page of music to be
organise between May and mid-September. Please see
future articles in this magazine, or our website, for details in followed when actually ringing. The conductor may only
give one instruction “Go Grandsire Doubles” and each
due course.
ringer will know to pull his/her rope twice more in Rounds
As has been said many times before, we would be
(1,2,3,4,5,6) then start swapping places with the other bells
delighted to welcome visitors, whether primarily interested
according to the set order. If it all works out as hoped,
in photography, or for a specific subject or speaker, at our
eventually the Conductor will call “That’s All” and the bells
meetings. We hope that many might become involved in
will move easily back into Rounds - as I told you before,
the Club which, although thriving, remains sociable,
broadly-based and inclusive. Our sixteen meeting schedule traditionally, bells always begin and end with Rounds
(1,2,3,4,5,6 1,2,3,4,5,6). Methods have interesting names,
for this season has covered the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month from September (excepting late part of which is coded to tell the ringers how many bells are
December), with all meetings commencing at 7.30 pm. We to be swapping places - “Grandsire Doubles” (5 bells
swapping places); “Bob Minor” (6 bells swapping places);
continue to meet in the Kempsey Community Centre in
“Cambridge Surprise Minor” (6 bells swapping places);”Little
Main Road, Kempsey. We seek to encourage and inspire
Bob Major” (8 bells swapping places). But here is the
each other by holding competitions, practical evenings and
complication. In “Bob Doubles” - which instantly tells you
outings, and by hosting talks and demonstrations of
that there are 5 bells swapping places, you can have 5 bells
photographic work, both that of members and of guests.
ringing , or actually, it is more usual to have 6 bells ringing,
Further details of all this, plus a growing selection of our
images, is always available to view on our website at
because the 6th bell will be the tenor, adding the base “dong”
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
to the end of each round. The tenor will not be part of the
We look forward to seeing you on the 10th or 13th May place-swapping. This is often considered to be more
or, on another occasion. In the meantime, the (hopefully)
pleasing to the ear, rather than just 5 bells ringing.
seasonal image displayed with this article is “Seaside
The way to recognise “Methods” ringing when you are
Postcard” by Shelagh Allen. Malcolm A Hay Secretary
listening from ground level, is that whereas in “Rounds and
Call Changes” you are likely to hear several consecutive
repeats of any one pattern of notes; in “Methods” every
round is different - the pattern of notes is constantly
changing until, far above your head, the Conductor calls,
“That’s all” and the ringers finish in the same, traditional
manner that they started, with descending scales / part scales
(1,2,3,4,5,6,1,2,3,4,5,6)
Wendy Coen
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Pension Reforms

O

n 6 April, the Government’s pension
reforms come into force giving
people approaching retirement the freedom
to choose how they will use their defined
pension pots. To help people understand their options, the
Government has introduced Pension Wise, which will give
people free, impartial guidance either online, via telephone or
face to face.

UPTON COMMUNITY CARE

Y

ou're never alone with a ….......

Those of you who spent time in the cinema a while ago
will remember this slogan from the days of Pearl and Dean
and the other more expansive advertisements that used to
be shown before the main feature.
The meeting that Community Action in Malvern
organised recently at the Prospect View surgery was on a
subject that could be put as “You're always alone....”. The
More about the Pensions reforms can be found on the
subject was the isolation of the elderly. A number of
Pensions Wise website at www.pensionswise.gov.uk
charity organisations - mostly local - and representatives
from Malvern Police Force met to discuss what could be
Citizens Advice nationally will be delivering face to face
done to alleviate the growing problem of elderly people
Pension Wise guidance, with 50 delivery centres across
who spend a lot of time alone in their own homes, rarely
England and Wales working with over 500 sites to provide
going out and with no visitors. Community Action recently
appointments, Worcester CAB included. The delivery
won an award for their 'Stuck In – Get Out' campaign.
centres have been chosen to offer a geographical spread
They run lunch-clubs, shopping trips, cinema showings and
accessible to people approaching retirement.
a number of other activities aimed at isolated elderly people.
Age UK run a 'Home from Hospital' service to help reSouth Worcestershire Citizens Advice will help local people establish people in their own homes after a spell in hospital.
to access Pension Wise. People will be able to contact our
Churches Together run lunch clubs and shopping trips.
Bureau and we will work with them to see if they would
Onside Advocacy provide a range of services to help adults
benefit from online, telephone or face to face guidance, and who may be vulnerable, disadvantaged, discriminated
help them book an appointment with their nearest or
against or excluded. This includes mental and physical ill
preferred delivery centre if they are eligible to use the
health, sensory impairment, learning disability, drug and
service.
alcohol misuse and older people. There were a number of
other organisations.
The profile of the pension reforms means that we anticipate
It became apparent that many organisations were trying
more local people considering their finances in retirement,
to address the problem and even amongst those at the
and coming to us for general guidance on financial issues
meeting we found services that we did not know about. It
and concerns.
seems to me that although there are many web-sites and
umbrella organisations there is nothing to replace the 'Social
Citizens Advice are the experts in helping people make
Services' that used to be the first port of call if someone
sense of their circumstances, helping people with complex
needed help. The continuing cuts to County Council
financial queries from debt issues to pension scams.
budgets means that County Councils have increasingly been
looking to outside agencies to provide the actual services
We will be working with the Government and local people
but now they may be finding it difficult to run an advice
to do what we do best – giving guidance that helps people
centre to be the first port of call.
to make the right choices for them, and take control of
At Upton Community Care we do not have the
their lives.
resources to run services outside our medical remit but do
carry out visits to Day-Care and therapeutic classes at the
For further information and advice, contact your local
surgery and of course are always hoping for new drivers.
Citizens Advice Bureau or see www.adviceguide.org.uk.
If you see this article before 1 May may I invite you to our
AGM in the Church Rooms at 12:30.
Your local bureau –
Best Wishes Roger Wildin
South Worcestershire Citizens Advice Bureau at
UCC Office:
Malvern Heights, Chequers Close, Enigma Business Park,
15 High Street, Upton upon Severn, WR8 0HJ
Malvern, WR14 1BF
Office Number: 01684 593633
is open:
Email: uptoncommunitycare@hotmail.com
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10 00am - 4 00pm
Wed (Specialist Debt Advice - by appointment)
Tel: 01684 563611
We also have local CAB Community Liaison Voluteers in
rural areas around Malvern as follows:
Leigh, Bransford & Leigh Sinton – Lillian Somervaille –
01886 833526 – lillian@aubretiacottage.org.uk
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Coming Together Fellowship

W

e had a good meeting with our old friend Gordon
Hill in April and are now looking forward to greeting
Jeff Porter on Monday, 11th May. On 8th June Michael
Grima is our speaker.
We meet in St. Mary’s House on the second Monday in
the month. At 10.30am we have time for a coffee and a
chat, our meeting starts at 11.00a.m then around 12.00pm
we sit down for a snack lunch and get together.
We are an ecumenical group and welcome anyone who
would like to have Christian fellowship with others, please
feel free to join us.
Julia Grant 820138 Carol Shaw Ling 821467

100 Club Draw

C

ongratulation to the winners of
April’s 100 club draw.
Sue Loader won the first prize of £20,
Joyce Westwood won £11 and Graham
Inight won £7.
To join until the final draw in September will cost just £5.
New 100 club members will boost the prize money
distributed, in addition to supporting new initiatives in St.
Mary’s Church.
Contact Sue Fitzjohn on 820320 to join

Riverside Friends is a group of local people
who have come together with the aim of
organising village social events, activities
and groups. The Easter treasure Hun and
Bonfire was our first event and we hope to
be able to come up with a regular pattern
of events for the whole community. Who
knows we might even resurrect the
Carnival!
If you would like to know more or come
along to one of our get togethers please
contact

Christian Aid Week
This year Christian Aid Week is from 10th to the 16th of
May. After delivering a red envelope for your donations,
volunteers will be calling at your house to collect them
sometime during that week. Please give as much as you can
to this worthwhile charity, as each year Kempsey with
Kerswell Green always send a very good amount to
Christian Aid. Last year it was over £2,000.00.
We try and cover every road in the village, so if you can
spare a few hours to volunteer to collect these envelopes
please, contact Julia Grant on 820138, thank you.

Congratulations
to Amy Wells and Hugo Wallis who’s
Easter Day “Alleluia Balloons” were found
near Hound Tor on Dartmoor, Devon,
within a few minutes from the B3387
between Bovey Tracey and
Widecombe-in-the-Moor
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Come to
Bev’s
Cake Break
to help stop MS
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Multiple Sclerosis Society. Registered charity numbers 1139257 / SC041990. Registered as a limited company in England and Wales 07451571
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Church reaches out following
devastating floods in Malawi
Bishop Alinafe Kalemba, of Southern Malawi, writes
about flooding in January that claimed lives and
destroyed homes, crops and livelihoods.

I

met a family. The mother and the youngest daughter
saw the father and the eldest daughter washed away. It
was incredibly painful to hear their story. The mother
asked: "Is God really there? How can he allow my husband,
a breadwinner, and my beautiful daughter to go just like
that?"
These things are a great challenge to faith. I also have
two girls. When I put myself in the mother’s shoes I
wonder if I could still put on my dog collar.
As a church, we share the people’s tears. We explain
there are situations beyond our comprehension; that we can
only trust that God understands and knows why these
things happen. Even so, it is very difficult to make sense of.
Sometimes all we can do is be with the people and feel their
pain.
There were more than 200 fatalities and more than
200,000 were made homeless. It’s a terrible situation. There
are people with no food or clean water or proper sanitation.
People need shelter, and we are praying we do not have an
outbreak of cholera because then we would lose even more
lives.

Anxious
People in Malawi were anxious while waiting for the rains,
which came a little late.
When they finally arrived, they started well - just as normal and the crops came up healthy and beautiful. But then it
started pouring for days.
There are not many trees [which absorb water and
prevent flooding] - because they have been cut down for
fuel and other uses - so the rivers and marshes flooded. The
water ran into people’s homes. In some places the flooding
came up to window level.
Many houses are mud- construction, so they collapsed.
Crops were washed away. We lost human life, livestock,
roads, infrastructure.
Those who survived were left with nothing except for
being alive. We had floods some years ago, but they weren’t
as devastating as this.

because people have been traumatised. And we need to
plant trees and construct boreholes for clean water.
The church is asking communities to donate whatever they
can: food, plastic cups, buckets for storing food and water,
blankets, clothes. Whenever the church visits a community
we encourage the people to come together and support
each other. Also, just being with the people brings some
comfort and healing.

Climate change
When I was young the rains were consistent. Safe in this
knowledge, we could plant our crops and make
preparations. But now the rains are unpredictable, and
when they come they are not enough or they are too heavy and this is because of climate change.
The effect of climate change on poor nations is severe.
While there are a lot of contributing factors, I don’t think it
is caused by the poor nations, yet we are the ones who
suffer most, and we don’t have mechanisms to respond.
So whatever the nations of the world can do, it needs to be
done now if we are to save human lives. And we need to do
it together.

Please pray
An emergency grant from Us is being put to good use.
The support of Us is very important because locally we
cannot meet the magnitude of help needed.
Please pray for wisdom for how and what to say to the
people who have been traumatised.
We need to pray that those affected should be able to
see the love of God, difficult though that may be.
I think we can see God’s love in the support we are
receiving.
We need to pray that people of all nations would take
responsibility for how we use and preserve our God-given
resources, and for how we can take better care of Creation,
which means replenishing that which has been destroyed.
To find out more go to www.weareUs.org.uk malawi

Tools with a Mission

A

consignment of tools was sent to H.Q. in Ipswich, to
be prepared for shipment to a country where they will
be used to help grow food or build a dwelling. These tools,
which we no longer require, are a great help to people who
have no tools or money to buy them. Thank you very
much for your very useful donations of tools and materials.

Church response
Different churches and government agencies have
helped in different ways. A lot of people are living in
churches or schools, while others are living in tents. So the
biggest challenge is for proper sanitation because, with a lot
of people living together, we have a greater risk of disease
spreading.
The short-term need is for food, water and health
facilities.
For the long-term, people need to plant crops, so they
need farming materials, seed, fertilizer, and the like. We also
need to build new homes. We need to provide counselling

Teddies for Tragedies

T

hank you for knitting blankets, baby vests/jumpers and
such happy colourful bears. These were taken to the
distribution centre in Kidderminster. Soon they will be
comforting little children with no other toys and the
blankets and vests will keep them warm. Thank you very
much for all these knitted items.
Mary Read

District Councillor Report (Kempsey Ward) from David Harrison
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Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other items that I have been involved with recently.

Malvern Hills District Council Elections – 7th May 2015
You have two District Councillors so you have two votes
VOTE INDEPENDENT

DAVID HARRISON
AND

JOHN MICHAEL
We, David and John, are committed to work for the residents of the Kempsey Ward.
We have both been resident in Kempsey for many years (David 62 and John 34)
and believe that LOCAL INDEPENDENT candidates (living within the Ward), will
be the best for the area in the next 4 years. We have no affiliation to any political
party.
Please use your TWO votes, we BOTH need your support.

This month has been quite as we build up to the elections but I have again been to the South Worcestershire
Development Enquiry at the Warriors Rugby Ground and will have had discussions regarding the Gypsy
and Traveller site(s) proposed within the plan for Kempsey due on Thursday 16th April at 2pm..
ROAD CLOSURE – Advance Notice – The
Ketch Roundabout, and all roads leading to this
roundabout, will be completely closed to all traffic for
approximately 6 nights (8pm to 6.30am) probably from
26th April to facilitate carriageway resurfacing. Total
closures between Taylors Lane & St Peters Drive
(North/South) and Norton Road to Powick Roundabout
(East/West) via Southern Link and Carrington Bridge.

Broadband in Kempsey – at least two of the new
cabinets (Brookend Lane, Church Street) are installed
with Fibre broadband.

M5 Re-surfacing – There were many complaints
regarding this work and I have had a meeting with our
Independent County Councillor Roger Sutton, and the
contractors and hope to have some news for next months
magazine.

Kempsey Flood Defence – still being upgraded.
Planning – The Firs, Kempsey – this I believe
will go to Committee in June but I was wrong last
month!!!! as it was deferred.

South Worcestershire Development Plan –
I hope to attend as many sessions as I can, and will
hopefully be speaking on the expansion of the village of
Kempsey (2nd June all day), and also the “significant
gap” (not sure when yet), from 09.30 am each day at
Worcester Warriors Rugby Club, Sixways Stadium,
Worcester WR3 8ZE and open to the public for anyone
to attend and listen for any length of time and I would
be more than grateful for any support on the
Kempsey day of 2nd June.

14th April 2015 For further detail or help then please contact your District Councillor ... David Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey – 01905 828107
davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com website www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
Please note that the contents of this page are produced by David Harrison who is the sole person responsible for the accuracy and printed by KlickS.
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KEMPSEY PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Representatives
Mr M.J. Bannister, 52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 820180
Mr D Bevan, 17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP – Tel 820171
Mr. K Blackwell, 1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester. WR5 3PN – Tel. 820549
Mr B Bowley, 2 The Greens, Kerswell Green, Kempsey, Worc, WR5 3PE – Tel 371999
Mrs. C. Campbell, 7 Church Street, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JG – Tel. 828213
Mr T. Geens, 16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JE – 01905 820997
Mrs. P. Gerrard, 23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3PP – Tel. 820955
Mr A M Hay, Stanhurst, Fox Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3QD – Tel 820218
Mr. J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL - Tel. 820966
Miss A. Patrick, 90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3LH – Tel 828476
Mrs A Smith, 49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07807 777783
Mr M Stevens, 9 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07779 115264
Dr C Waller, Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ – Tel 828383
Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office, Community Centre, Main Road, Kempsey WR5 3LQ
Telephone 01905 828183 Email – kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
“The Parish Office is located to the rear of The Community Centre. Office hours for the receipt of telephone calls are
9.30am to 12 noon on Monday to Friday of each week. The office is open to the public between 9.30am to 12 noon on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Outside these hours, messages may be left on the office answering machine and will be dealt with when the Clerk is next
on duty.”
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners may address The
Council during Democratic Half Hour at the start of each monthly meeting.
District Councillors
Mr. D. T. Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, Worcester . WR5 3LD - Tel. 828107
E-mail: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net
Mr A C Rea, 56 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – 07980 233332
E-mail: adam.rea@malvernhillsdc.net
County Councillor
Mr R Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green , Upton Upon Severn, Worcs, WR8 0QQ – 01684 593282
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
E-mail: roger.sutton@malvernhillsdc.net
Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams – 0300 333 3000
E-mail sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Worcestershire Hub
E-mail: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
Telephone: 01684 862151 (Mon-Fri 8.00am to 6.00pm, Sat 9.00am to 1.00pm)
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF

The Churches of St Mary’s and St Denys’

Kempsey
Church Warden
Duncan Smith
8 Falcon Close, Worcester WR5 3HJ
Tel 10905 350138
Henry Morris
10 Napleton Lane Kempsey WR5 3PT
Tel 01905 820601
PCC Secretary
Marian Walters MBE
8 Old Vicarage Road Kempsey WR5 3
Tel 01905 820558
Treasurer
Rev David Hassell
14 Napleton Lane Kempsey WR5 3PT
Tel 0195 828096

Rector: Reverend Mark Badger
Apple Tree Cottage 31 Napleton Lane Kempsey
Tel 01905 820057 Mob 07828233049
Readers
Sheila Cook
32 Lower Ferry Lane Callow End Worcester WR2 4UH
Tel 01905 831829
Peter Fitzjohn
8 Post Office Lane Kempsey WR5 3NS
Tel 01905 820320
Libby James
7 Battenhall Avenue Worcester WR5 HN
Tel 01905 353935
Paul Kemp
7 Byfields Kempsey WR5 3NN
Tel 01905 821262

Severn Stoke
Church Warden
John Henderson
Meadow Hill House, Severn Stoke,
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel 01905 371218
Jim Spence
Tel 01905 371351

