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‘C

hristmas get earlier every each year’ who
hasn’t heard that from a complaining friend
or relative? There are those who blast the
onslaught of Christmas decorations that adorn
stores before as soon as the Harvest scarecrows
have been taken down. Others are only peeved
when candy canes and Santa-shaped chocolates start
working their way to the aisle next to the Haribo ‘Trick or
Treat’ special selection. But new analysis shows that the
Christmas mindset starts even earlier than these autumn
holidays.
While many people are thinking about final back-toschool preparations in August, the research by Nathan
Cunningham, who was selected by the U.K.’s Royal
Statistical Society as a runner-up in a statistics writing
competition, reveals that it’s also the month people start
thinking about Christmas.
“I gathered data on the volume of Web searches for a
number of Christmas related terms,” Cunningham wrote.
“The data shows the relative frequency of searches for a
particular term over time. The terms I chose were those
primarily associated with Christmas such as ‘Christmas’,
‘presents’, ‘Christmas tree’, ‘Santa Claus’, along with a
number of Christmas films and a selection of popular
Christmas songs. While these terms may be searched for
throughout the year (surely we all know someone who
listens to Christmas music year round) the search activity
for these terms will be vastly different once the festive
season is in full swing.”
“From a seemingly late beginning of November 11 in
2007, we had begun turning our minds to thoughts of the
festive season as early as August 25 in 2013,” he wrote.
“While this of course seems absurdly early, it should be
borne in mind that the beginning of the Christmas period
here merely reflects our thoughts turning towards
Christmas. Not the beginning of the full-blown holiday
season. Nevertheless, it would appear that the prevailing
notion is correct — Christmas is indeed coming earlier
every year.”
Well as a Christian I actually want to celebrate the fact
that people are looking to Christmas earlier and earlier,
because it says that Christmas is increasingly important to
people. Yes there are those who would say that it’s only the
feel good factor, only a chance for a good holiday blow out
and that we have lost the true meaning of Christmas. Yes,
there is some truth in that, however, in an increasingly
individualistic, 100 mile an hour, want ,want, want, secular
society isn’t it interesting that we are increasingly seeking
the Christmas spirit and the Christmas story as a source
perhaps of warmth and security in a cold world!
Perhaps rather than decrying the ‘seeking of Christmas’ we
need to ask ourselves why we are doing it and what that
familiar story offers to us. And so I offer you a Parable of
Christmas.
Once upon a time, there was a man who looked upon
Christmas as a lot of humbug. He wasn't a Scrooge. He was
a very kind and decent person, generous to his family,
upright in all his dealings with other men.
But he didn't believe all that stuff about God becoming
man, which churches proclaim at Christmas. Why would
God want to do anything like that?

So when his family left to attend midnight services
on Christmas Eve, he stayed home. Shortly after the
family drove away, snow began to fall. He went to the
window and watched the flurries getting heavier and
heavier. Some time later, as he was reading his
newspaper by the fire, he was startled by a thudding
sound that was quickly followed by another.
Then another.
When he went to investigate, he found a flock of
birds huddled miserably in the snow. They had been
caught in the storm, and in a desperate search for shelter
had tried to fly through the window. I can't let these poor
creatures lie there and freeze, he thought. But how can I help
them? Then he remembered the barn. It would provide a
warm shelter. He quickly put on his coat and boots and
tramped through the deepening snow to the barn. He
opened the doors wide and turned on the light.
But the birds didn't come in.
Food will bring them in, he thought. So he hurried back
to the house for breadcrumbs, which he sprinkled on the
snow to make a trail into the barn.
To his dismay, the birds ignored the breadcrumbs and
continued to flop around helplessly in the snow. He
tried shooing them into the barn by walking around and
waving his arms. They scattered in every direction —
except into the warm, lighted barn.
They find me a strange and terrifying creature, he said to
himself, and I can't seem to think of any way to let them know
they can trust me.
If only I could be a bird myself for a few minutes, perhaps I
could lead them to safety.
Just at that moment, the church bells began to ring.
He stood silently for a while, listening to the bells
pealing out the glad tidings of Christmas.
Then he sank to his knees in the snow. "Now I
understand," he whispered. "Now I see why You had to
do it."

M

ay God bless you and all those whom you love
this Christmas – and may you feel the truth of
the Christmas story not only this Christmas
but always.
Mark
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SERVICES for DECEMBER 2014 and
JANUARY 2015
Sunday 7th December
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Kempsey

8.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
4.00 p.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Christingle

Sunday 14th December
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kerswell Green

8.00 a.m.
10.30. a.m.
6.30 p.m.
4.00 p.m.

Matins
Family Communion
Carol Concert
Candlelight Family Carols

Sunday 21st December
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Kempsey

8.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Contemporary Worship
Carol Concert

(please note new time)

Wed 24th December CHRISTMAS EVE
Kempsey
4.00 p.m. Crib Service
Kempsey
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass
Severn Stoke
11.30 p.m. Midnight Mass
Thursday 25th December CHRISTMAS DAY
Kempsey
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion (with Carols)
Kempsey
10.30 a.m. Informal Family Service & Communion
Severn Stoke
10.30 a.m. Family Communion
Sunday 28th December HOLY INNOCENTS
Kempsey
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Kempsey
10.30 a.m. Benefice Service
Kempsey
6.00 p.m. Choral Evensong
JANUARY 2015
Sunday 4th January THE EPIPHANY
Kempsey
8.00 a.m. Holy Communion
Severn Stoke
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion
Kempsey
10.45 a.m. Family Service
Sunday 11th January
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke

8.00 a.m. Matins
10.30. a.m. Family Communion
3.15 pm
Family Service

Sunday 18th January
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Kempsey

8.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

Sunday 25th January
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke

8.00 a.m. Matins
10.30 a.m. Holy Communion (Formal)
10.30 a.m. Informal Worship

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Contemporary Worship
Holy Communion
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What’s On for December 2014 and January 2015
Monday 1st Dec

7.30pm Men’s group meet in St. Mary’s House.

Wednesday 3rd Dec

2.30pm Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall

Friday 5th Dec

11.00am “Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church

Monday 8th Dec

10.30am“ Coming Together” meets in St.Mary’s House.
7.30pm Healing Prayer Group at Gill Warfield’s.

Wednesday 10th Dec

7.30pm Women’s Fellowship Christmas Party in St. Mary’s House

Friday 12th Dec

11.00am“Little Angels” Christmas Party in Church.

Tuesday 16th Dec

7.30pm Carols at The Nash.

Wednesday 17th Dec

2.30pm Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall

Monday 29th Dec

8.00pm Parish Prayer meeting at the Hendersons.

January 2015
Monday 5th Jan

7.30pm Men’s group meet in St. Mary’s House

Friday 9th Jan

11.00am “Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church.

Monday 12th Jan

10.30am“ Coming together” meets in St.Mary’s House
7.30pm Healing Prayer Group at Gill Warfield’s.

Wednesday 14th Jan

12.30pm

Friday 16th Jan

11.00am“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church.

Friday 23rd Jan

11.00am“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church.

Monday 26th January

8.00pm Parish Prayer Meeting at Gill Warfield’s.

Wednesday 28th Jan

2.30pm Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall.

Women’s Fellowship lunch at The Bluebell.

Advance Notice
Lent lunches will start again on Ash Wednesday for six weeks next year.
More information in the February magazine

From the Parish Registers
and other important notices
Baptisms
26th October 2014
9th November 2014

Freddie George Mitchell
Sophie Alice Ansell

23rd October 2014
24th October 2014
31st October 2014
5th November 2014
6th November 2014
12th November 2014

Angela Mobberly.
Philip Holmes.
Michael Alfred Stephens.
Joy Audrey Cartwright.
Ann Meredith.
Donald Cullerne

Funerals
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Walkers
Carol Service

All Welcome
3.30pm

St Denys’ Church
Join local walkers at St Denys Church, Severn Stoke at 3.30 pm on Saturday 13th for a Service of
familiar carols and appropriate readings led by Mark and followed by hot soup, mince pies,
sausage rolls and tea or coffee. Hosted by St Denys Church and The Malvern Hills District
Footpath Society this is the 8th year that a number of local walking groups will have joined
together for an informal carol service after walking local footpaths. Non walkers are very welcome
and anyone who fancies a 10 mile or a 5 mile possibly muddy walk can join us at Severn Stoke
village hall at 0945 or 12.00 respectively.
Lyn & Mike Everitt 01684 560927 for more information

Severn Stoke & Croome D'Abitot
Parish Council news

A

seat has been installed in the new bus shelter at
Severn Stoke following requests from residents using
the bus service.
One of the parish council's recently purchased waste
bins disappeared from the layby at Sandford. This has
been replaced with one with a strong concrete base.
Three new notice boards have been purchased for
Clifton, Kinnersley and Severn Stoke, these will soon
replace the existing ones. The notice board in High
Green has been beautifully restored by High Green
residents.
The Parish Council is currently planning the budget
for the next financial year and will decide the precept for
2015/16 at their meeting on 14th January 2015.
All Parish Council meetings begin with Public
Question Time at 8.00pm at Severn Stoke Parish Hall,
members of the public are welcome to attend.
Please contact the Parish Clerk, Lorna Gower
Tel 01684 594346 for further information.

War Memorial

J

ohn Henderson is covering the restoration of the Severn
Stoke War Memorial which has been done with grant
money obtained by the Parish Council from Lafarge
Tarmac's Landfill Communities Fund and the War Memorial
Trust.
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The Philomusica

T

he Philomusica Choir and Soloists
will give their annual Christmas
concert in St Mary's on Saturday 13th
December at 4pm (please note early start
time). The title this year is 'Wildlife
Christmas'. So many of the carols will
have an animal theme, plus our usual
well-loved carols. Therefore very much a family concert.
Tickets £8 (accompanied children under 16 free)
available from Lyn Rimell - 01905 820140,
tickets@philomusica.org.uk or on the door.
Your ticket will included one free glass of wine/fruit
juice, mince pie, a warm welcome and carols to sing!
We look forward to seeing you there.
Lyn Rimell - on behalf of PHILOMUSICA

Christmas Hamper
Raffle for Morogoro School

B

ev and Duncan have put together a magnificent
hamper, which will be at the back of church. If you
would like the chance of winning it – fill in a square and
donate a pound

Women’s Fellowship

M

embers enjoyed an interesting talk from Rev. Anthea
Elston - a non-stipendiary priest and professional
landscape gardener - who spoke about the origins of the
Remembrance poppy - how the link between fallen
Servicemen and the wayside flower became established
when Lieutenant Colonel John McCrae of the Canadian
Medical Corps lost a good friend on the battlefield, and,
sorrowing, wrote his immortal poem “In Flanders Fields”
Next month’s meeting on 10th December, is our Christmas
celebration, with carols, drinks and nibbles.
Any ladies living or worshipping in the Kempsey /
Severn Stoke / Croome area who would like to join us
should, in the first place phone our Chairperson Kath,
on (01905) 820519

Tuesday Group

W

Advent Giving for Maggs Day Centre

F

rom Advent Sunday, there will be a box at the back of
church for items donated to Maggs Day Centre. This
year they have asked for general items of toiletries such as
Shower gel, toothpaste and brushes, shaving cream etc. The
box will be delivered to Maggs on the Tuesday before
Christmas.
There will also be pew envelopes to support the winter
night shelter. As we start our Christmas shopping, lets
remember those who, for whatever reason, have no
comfortable home to go to, and have few worldly
possessions. Envelopes can be put on the collection plate
on any Sunday during December

e meet every Tuesday from 10.00a.m till 3.00pm at The
Firs in Old Road North , we start with coffee or tea
and biscuits.
A home cooked lunch with a dessert is available. We
enjoy playing cards or board games, or some enjoy chatting
together or reading, everyone can choose its their day. We
have some form of entertainment each month. Last month
we all went to the Retreat for lunch which we enjoyed.
here was no meeting in November as we are going to
Transport can be arranged for anyone that would like it. If
the Swan Theatre for the demonstration “A Magical
you would like a day out of the house with company do call
Time of the Year”.
me. Ann Norton 01905 820401 or 07894792316 Look
At the time of my writing this report we haven’t been,
Forward to seeing some new faces and making new friends.
but I have no doubt that it will be a good evening as always.
In Dec. we are going to Laylocks Nursery at Cotheridge.
We shall meet there at 2.30 on Mon. 8th Dec.
I hope to arrange a lunch in January and will let members
know the venue nearer the time.
I have had a card from Doreen Pollak, who was a
member for many years and has now moved away to be
nearer her family. She sends her best wishes to members.
May I wish you all a very Happy and Peaceful Christmas.

Flow
Flo
wer Clu
Club

T

Joy Dale 820417
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CHARITY BAZAAR 25th OCTOBER

J

ean and Harry Lewis would like to thank all those who
helped to set up and clear away at their October Bazaar
and for all those who came and gave their support by giving
donations and buying cakes and goods. £525.08 will be sent
to Midlands Air Ambulance.
With Harry being poorly, a huge thank you goes to my
family, friends and neighbours who have been such a help
to myself as well as Harry.
Jean Lewis

ry
Jean and Har

Lewis at 2013

Bazaar

S

ave the Children would like to thank Harry and Jean
Lewis once again for inviting us to have a table at their
Charity Bazaar. It was good to see old faces and have a chat.
The charity raised £65.14 this money will be doubled by the
government and will go towards the Ebola crisis in Africa.
Any money raised between 1st October and 31st December
up to the value of £5 million will be doubled by the
government.
Julia Grant and Heather Davies

I

would like to thank all who came to Jean and Harry’s
Bazaar and spending money at the church stall raising
money to send to Morogoro in Tanzania. They are building
a school there and St. Mary’s is supporting their work.
£86.04 was raised to help fund this project. Thank you to
Bernice Hassell for helping me on the stall.
Mary Read

O

nce again we would like to thank
Harry & Jean for organising the
annual Charity Bazaar in the Kempsey
Parish Hall.
We raised: £81.19 for the CYSTIC FIBROSIS TRUST
Thank you to everyone who attended and supported this
wonderful event

O

n behalf of the Worcester and District
Branch of the MS Society, we wish to
thank Jean and Harry Lewis for inviting us
to have a table their Charity Bazaar on 25th
October and everyone who was kind enough to support
our stall. We raised £120 which will be used to help
someone locally who has MS. Thank you for your
friendship and generosity.
Mike and Kerry
Joint Chairmen

St Mary’s Church
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Kempsey
th

Saturday December 13 4:00 pm

A Wildlife Christmas
The Philomusica Chorus & Soloists
Conductor: Linda Parsons
Accompanist: Simon Bertram
Tickets: £8.00 (accompanied children under 16 free of charge)
are available to purchase from Lyn Rimell 01905 820140;
tickets@philomusica.org.uk or on the door

www.philomusica.org.uk
Philomusica of Gloucestershire & Worcestershire Registered Charity 1032335
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Village events in 2014
A few of the many

Alternative Halloween Celebration

Af

lubs
C
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Kempsey Primary School
Maypole Dancing

Kempsey British Legion Standard
laid up after 100 years
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Fete

ns

Kempsey wins the cup?
Sorry! It’s the Fete
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Wicked
Wednesday
At Kempsey primary School
toddler
&
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els
Little Ang
In church

Lent Lunches at the firs

Your Magazine Editor’s 70th

group
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Coming Together Fellowship

W

e were formed almost 11 years ago by
enthusiastic card makers who wanted to
socialise while crafting. Over the years we
have made many of new friends, learnt lots of
new techniques, and probably spent a small
fortune on kit and equipment! Our members
have a wide range of skills and interests,
although at Craft Club we still specialise in
making cards. We have a varied programme
each year through which we aim to widen our
skills, by using new techniques together with
those that we have gained over 11 years.
If you think that making cards is easy, come
and give it a try!
Our members come from all over the area,
but we would really like to welcome new
members from Kempsey. If you would like to
join us we meet at the Community Centre at
19.30 on the 2nd and 4th Tuesdays of each
month.
For more information please contact:
Ann Patrick on 828476 or Julie Smith on 821580

Cornflower Club
On October 22nd we all enjoyed a
talk and slides with Brian Draper on
where to watch wildlife along the
River Severn. On November 5th we
had a bring and buy, a quiz organised by
John Webster and a Save the Children stall
which raised £41-10, thank you
members. We are to have our
Christmas Dinner once again at the
Talbot on December 3rd, 12-30, where we always
enjoy good food and company at this lovely social
event.
We start our next year’s meeting on Wednesday
January 28th. We would very much like to invite
anyone, ladies and gentlemen, who live in the
parish and are over 60 years of age to come and join us,
you would be very welcome.
Julia Grant 820138

Littleworth and District
Royal British Legion
I now have the provisional figure for
the collection. The branch has
collected £5763.58 to date of
which £65.80 was donated by
Kempsey Church.
L J Bushell
Local Poppy Appeal Organiser

W

e enjoyed Jeff Saunder’s visit in November and the
last meeting of the year will be on Monday 8th
December. Our own Mark Badger will be our guest speaker
in December. On 12th January we look forward to hearing
from Libby James.
All meetings are held in St. Mary’s House, starting with
coffee or tea at 10-30 a.m. Our meeting is from 11-12 and a
snack lunch follows. Please come and join us we would love
to see you. Ring me if you want to know more on
820934. Eileen Hogan

We would like to thank everyone
who supported and helped at
the Christmas Fayre at St.
Mary’s House on the 15th of
November in aid of Cystic Fibrosis.
We raised £536-50 for this very
worthwhile charity.
Jane, Jenny and Rachel.

Grace Community

O

ur December meeting is in the Parish Hall on the 21st
December, starting at 10.30am with mince pies and
mulled wine. This will be followed by a family fun time and
the singing of carols. We will be celebrating the birth of
Jesus and thanking Him, remembering the words which he
spoke. Words which have become so relevant in our own
lives..........
"The Spirit of the Lord is on me, because he has
anointed me to proclaim good news to the poor. He has
sent me to proclaim freedom for the prisoners and recovery
of sight for the blind, to set the oppressed free."
You are welcome to come along. We would love to see
you! This is followed by a shared lunch, which you are very
welcome to stay for.
Our January meeting will be on the 18th, at 10.30am in
the Parish hall,when Paul Hunting will be the speaker. Again,
it will be followed by a shared lunch.
For more information please contact Dave and Ann
on 01905 820401 or see our website
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk
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Musical Concert

O

n Saturday 15th November, Andie Price, with the
help of others put on a very enjoyable concert in
church. About 80 people came on the evening which was
very encouraging for the performers. We had wonderful
singing and poetry by our local lady, Ivy Lee. We enjoyed a
glass of wine or juice and nibbles in the interval. We are so
privileged to have such talent in the village and that we can
come and enjoy their efforts in our beautiful church.
Thank you Andie for such a night.
Social committee.

Andie Price
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WORK WITH CHILDREN & YOUNG PEOPLE
As you may know the Church has an extensive programme of work with
Children & Young people in the local community this includes: a�er
school clubs, toddler groups and very soon, a skate park!
We are looking for help to run these ac�vi�es either on a voluntary or
paid basis for a few hours per week.

If you feel that you have the gi�s and talents to work with young people
Please contact: Mark Badger 07828 233049
vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

As the year draws to a close, it my pleasure on behalf of my
self and the magazine team, to thank everyone who has
his is the last magazine of 2014. It has been an
contributed to our magazine throughout the year: everyone
interesting year. In the last three editions, the
who has contributed articles and reports, the distribution and
Newsletter produced by John Henderson in Severn
delivery teams, our advertisers and to YOU our readers, over
Stoke which also covered news from Croome D’Abitot,
1100 of you! And to wish you a Very Happy and Peaceful
Kinnersley and surrounding areas has been incorporated
into a new magazine, which although covering a larger area Christmas and best wishes for the New Year.
but still identifiably YOUR local magazine. Do please send
Duncan Smith Editor
in articles about “What’s on” in your street, your local club,
send in reports on your clubs and associations; poems,
recipes; feel free to write a page or submit your favourite
photograph, drawing or painting. Maybe some of you might
like to prepare the artwork for the front page: The first
change in design in very many years and also in full colour.
We also have a new name aimed to reflect the LINK
between Severn Stoke, Croome D’ Abitot, Kinnersley and
Kempsey.

From the Editor

T

I know there is still a lot of work to get things right but
with your help, I’m sure we will!
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Then there’s the problem I have of you always trying to
Multiple Sclerosis Awareness
fix me as if I’m broken. I’m not broken. I’m simply living
For a number of years I have held a “Cake Break” to help raise funds with a chronic incurable disease. That means it’s not going
for the Multiple Sclerosis Society. Each one seems to be even more
away unless a cure is found…and no, there isn’t a cure yet.
successful than the last and I wish to thank everyone who helps and
All those supposed cures you read about online, they aren’t
supports us to raise funds for research into MS. Worcester and area
cures. They are either symptom management techniques,
seems to be a hot spot for this disease and I often wonder how many
wishful thinking, or money making schemes. Nothing has
people, including Doctors and Consultants have a proper
been found to completely remove MS from someone’s life.
understanding of Multiple Sclerosis?
Nothing aside from a miracle! So your great Aunt Sue’s
The following is an open letter by Penelope Conway that goes some way cousin’s friend who was cured using a combination of
suffer.
to try to explain what people diagnosed with MS
bumble bees, tin foil and baking soda…I’m not interested
Bev Smith
in the recipe. Accept me for who I am. I’m thankful you
care, but your remedies cause me more weariness than help.
To whom it may concern:
Something else I’d like to say…for some reason you have
here is an entire world filled with people who don’t
this need to ask me if I’m feeling better every time you see
understand Multiple Sclerosis. I know since you don’t
me. As I’ve said before, MS is progressive so that question
live with the disease yourself it is hard to comprehend, but I truly has no right answer. Feeling better than what or
hope what I have to say will help to open your eyes and
when? Yesterday? Ten minutes ago? Last year? Instead of
heart to what life is really like for me…hopefully giving you always asking me if I’m feeling better, treat me like
insight and understanding into the life of someone living
everyone else. There are more things to talk about in life
with MS.
than my having MS. I don’t want that to be the centre of
Firstly, I would like to say that Multiple Sclerosis is real, conversation every time we meet. I am more than my MS. I
it hurts, it is full of challenges and struggles, and if you
am still me and would much rather talk about gardening,
haven’t worked it out yet, it is invisible to the majority of
travelling, architecture or the next movie coming out. Don’t
the population since the destruction takes place inside the
ignore my struggle, but don’t make it a continual focus
body. The effects are seen in other ways as I walk, talk and
either.
go through my day with disabling symptoms, but if you
Please know that I have my bad days and at times
were able to see inside my body, you wouldn’t judge me so
terrible, horrible really awful days. Getting out doesn’t make
quickly. My insides are a wreck and filled with chaos.
them better either. In actuality, going out has the potential
Sure, I wear a smile much of the time, but that doesn’t
of making them worse. Me doing more will not make my
mean the disease isn’t there. It just means I’m doing a pretty MS symptoms less. Yes, exercise is important, but it has to
good job at covering it up. You see the mask I wear, but let be done carefully. That old saying “no pain, no gain” will
me pull off the mask for a moment. I get angry, fearful,
not work for me. If I get to the point of pain, I have
weepy and scared. Lingering in the back of my mind is the
pushed too far and my body is going to rebel for days, if
fact that one day my future will be drastically different than not weeks. I have to do everything carefully and with great
it is today. You see, MS is progressive. That means that
planning. Sometimes my bad days happen within minutes
although today I may be moving around okay, tomorrow I
of a good moment. That’s just how rebellious my body can
may not. It may take a year or 20 years, but my life is
be. So please don’t tell me I need to get out more or I just
changing every day.
need to lose weight to feel better. That’s not the cause of
Please know that it hurts when you so casually decide
my struggle and it is not the answer to my pain.
you know what’s best for me. MS has affected every part of So, the next time you decide you want to judge me for my
my life, but that doesn’t mean it’s made me incapable of
bad days, bad moods or even my bad responses to your
making decisions. Don’t exclude me from things just
insensitivity, keep these things in mind…
because you think I wouldn’t want to be a part or because
I am the same person I was before my MS diagnosis. I
you think it would be too hard for me to do. Let me make
am intelligent, caring, full of fun, loving, ready to laugh at
that decision. It hurts more to be left out than to give a
any given moment, and a great friend. I also have the
response of “no thank you” to an invitation. I would much potential to be angry, moody, and frustrated. All still part of
rather be given the option. Please don’t stop inviting me or who I am. I would like nothing more than for MS to be
including me even if you get a lot of “No” replies.
cured, but as of today that reality doesn’t exists. Please
Another thing that really hurts is when you tell me you
don’t look at my disability as if that’s all that I am. I am still
know how I feel. Really? You understand the fatigue that
me…MS and all. The only difference is that I need a lot
never goes away, the numbness in my body, the pain, the
more love, support, care and understanding. I would much
bladder problems, the vision struggles? I have major
rather have someone fighting alongside me than against me.
damage in my brain and spine causing continued chaos
throughout my body, and you want to try and compare your Signed,
An MS Warrior
flu symptoms to my MS? Please don’t do that. Unless you
(Penelope Conway, Positive Living with MS)
are living with MS yourself, don’t even try and tell me you
know how I feel. Support me, help me, console me if that’s P.S. Please share this with your friends, family, work
needed, but don’t make the assumption that you get it.
colleagues, and neighbours. Multiple Sclerosis awareness is
needed all around the world.

T
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

A MEDITATION

Our Father who art in Heaven, hallowed be thy name
hile the Christmas and New Year period will see
fewer Club activities, we are going to make up for the Bless all your children.
Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is
lull with several busy months thereafter. We hope that
in Heaven
something in our programme will catch your eye!
Bless all the countries in the world. Give them peace and
Before the break the Club will have its now traditional
good government.
pre-Christmas meeting on Wednesday 10th December. As
Give us this day our daily bread
in recent years this is intended to be more of a social
Feed the hungry, the starving, those out of work and all
occasion, with a single print competition, to be judged by
poor nations.
those present, on the subject of "The River Severn in
Forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who
Worcester between the Sabrina and Diglis footbridges", a
trespass against us
quiz (with a more or less photographic theme), an
Bless those we have hurt in body, mind or spirit knowingly
opportunity for members to show some of their recent
or unknowingly. Help us to make good the harm we have
work and a long interval for chat over festive nibbles.
In January 2015 we have two formal meetings. The first done.
of these, on Wednesday 14th, will take the form of projected Lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil
image and print competitions on the subject of "Landscape", Do not let the love of things separate us from the love of
God.
which will be judged by a guest, Mr Bob Train LRPS of
For Thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory for
Highnam, Gloucester, whom we will welcome for the first
forever and ever
time. The second, to be held on Wednesday 28th, will be
May the world be filled with your Goodness and Glory as
only our second ever home inter-club battle. We look
the waters cover
forward to welcoming Webheath DPC from Redditch for
the sea.
this event, which will be judged by Mr Brian Swinyard of
Amen
Gloucester, and to the opportunity to overturn the result of
So be it.
last year's contest with Webheath!
We are always delighted to welcome anybody interested
in photography to our meetings and to become involved in
e would like to thank
the club which, although thriving, remains sociable and
the villagers for their
inclusive . Our sixteen meeting schedule for this season
loyal custom and support
covers the second and fourth Wednesdays of each month
over the past nine and a
from September to early May (excepting late December),
half years. You have
with each meeting commencing at 7.30 pm. We meet in
made us feel very
the Kempsey Community Centre in Main Road, Kempsey.
welcome within the local
We seek to encourage and inspire each other by holding
village community.
competitions, practical evenings and outings, and by
May we also take this
hosting talks and demonstrations of photographic work,
opportunity to say a big thank you for
both that of members and of guests. Further details of all
your lovely cards, gifts and kind words for the future,
this, plus a selection of our images, is always available to
which were very much appreciated.
view on our website at www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you on the 10th December, Wishing you all the very best, Bob, Lynn and Kash.
14th or 28th January or, if this isn't possible, on another
future occasion.
In the meantime, the appropriate image displayed with
this article is "Winter's Grasp" taken by Jayne Winter ARPS.

W

W

With best wishes to you all for Christmas and the New Year.
Malcolm A Hay
Secretary

"Winter's Grasp" taken by Jayne Winter ARPS.
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Our new music & singing group is going great guns
we now have 4 guitarists a violinist & key board player
and an expanding group of singers!
The aim of the group is to introduce modern worship
songs and ‘adapted’ secular music into the Church .
If you enjoy singing or playing and would like to know
more please contact.
Mark Badger: 07828

233049

vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Acknowledgements:
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Kempsey PACT

Do you use Oil or LPG to heat your
home? If so there are some schemes that
you may benefit from
Litter Pick , Saturday, 18th October
that could save you money.
Again there was a good turnout, this time with some new
bout a third of Malvern Hills district
faces. An impressive amount of rubbish was collected in a
residents do not have access to mains
little over an hour and served as a reminder of just how
gas and have to rely on oil, solid fuel, electricity or LPG to
much litter there is lying around. Our thanks to the regulars, heat their homes. Between 800 and 1,000 households are
and warm welcome to the newcomers.
thought to use LPG.
Households who use heating oil or LPG can struggle to
Meeting on 21st October
cut their costs as they don’t have the same ability to shop
around as those who are on grid. But there is action that
SWDP
you can take to cut costs and save money, without having
There was a good deal of discussion about the revisions to to turn down the heating.
the South Worcestershire Development Plan: the numbers
Stocking up on oil now, before temperatures start to
and allocation of housing seem to be converging to an
drop, can help you to avoid the high costs of buying during
agreed total and a clearer picture is emerging of how many
the winter. The cost of oil is usually at its highest in
houses will be built in Kempsey.
December, January and February, as extra demand can push
up the cost. Make sure you shop around for the best price
The Kempsey Neighbourhood Plan
and ask suppliers about flexible payment options if you
This means that there is a firmer basis on which to produce struggle to pay the whole cost up front
the NDP and there are now detailed action groups tackling
Joining an oil club is also a great way of saving money
all the main components of the plan under the guidance of
as you can often get a better price by clubbing together with
external consultants. This is a challenging task and early in
others and buying in bulk. This will also cut down the
2015 public consultation will be taking place on the nature
number of trips the oil supplier needs to make, which could
and shape of Kempsey and the facilities required.
reduce delivery costs and is better for the environment.
To see if there’s an oil club in your local area, put your
FLAG
postcode into the oil club map at
It was reported that an emergency generator is to be
www.citizensadvice.org.uk/oilclubs.
installed and changes made to the operation of the
If you would like to set up your own club, CAB can
Penstock – these are positive moves based on the
help. Come into the bureau or visit the website to find out
operating experience to date.
everything you need to know.
In addition, Malvern Hills District Council (MHDC) has
been working with Liquefied Petroleum Gas (LPG)
Police matters
Suppliers, Lister Gases of Wednesbury, to achieve a bulk
The normal Police contingent was unable to attend, being
fuel price for its residents to help reduce fuel poverty in its
called to an incident as they were actually on their way to
largely rural area. To find out more, contact the District
our meeting. It was reported that there have been some
Council on 01684 862151.
instances of theft from vehicles.
It’s also worth checking whether there are any grants or
discounts
you are entitled to.
Traffic in Post office Lane
For
further
information and advice, contact your local
Great concern was expressed about the traffic in Post
Citizens
Advice
Bureau or see
office Lane at school times. There has been one collision,
www.adviceguide.org.uk.
fortunately without injury, which has served to underline
Your local bureau – South Worcestershire Citizens Advice
the unsuitability of the Lane and its junction with the A38
Bureau is open:
for any increase in vehicle movements.
Mon, Tues, Thurs, Fri 10am – 4pm
Wed
(Specialist Debt Advice – by appointment)
Next Events
Tel:
01684
563611
Litter Pick: Saturday 14th February 2015 10am. Meeting:
Tuesday 24th February 2015, Community Centre 12.30.

Autumn Report

A

Best wishes for Christmas and The New Year and sincere
thanks to all who turn out whatever the weather to support
PACT.
Terry Ward, Chairman, Kempsey PACT
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District Councillor Report (Kempsey Ward) from David Harrison
Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other items that I have been involved with recently.

Welcome to all residences in Kempsey, Severn Stoke and
Croome D’Abitot.
A Post Office in Kempsey – The Original Stores –
McColl’s – has applied for a Post Office and a full 6 week
consultation is ongoing and due to
finish early December.
Planning – Development to the
South and Rear of The Lawns –
14/00021/OUT and 13/01130/OUT
have now two separate T junctions
and other small amendments. These
have been approved but small
amendments and S106 agreement
almost completed for the total of 190
homes. I am still pressing for a
pedestrian crossing over the A38.
Planning – P14L0266 Land at Broomhall Way (car boot
field). An “outline planning application” has been
submitted for the erection of up to 103 dwellings with all
matters reserved, excluding access. Please note that this is in
Worcester City, NOT in Kempsey but adjacent.
Planning – The Firs, Kempsey – A planning application
for a 15 further bungalows has been received for behind The
Firs – 14/01225/FUL. There is support for these bungalows
and also objections to the access.
Planning – Post Office Lane, Kempsey – The Highways
department of Worcestershire County Council has more or
less withdrawn their objection to this application.
South Worcestershire Development Plan – The
consultation period for the amendments to the SWDP
finished at 5pm on Friday 14th November.
Clifton Quarry Extension – This month, I have had the
privilege to look around this quarry with the workings
coming to an end. This site is being “restored” to
ecological status. The quarry is due to be extended to
the East of the A38 at Clifton, and be operational for
approx a further 18 years. – Keep an eye out for the Planning
Application. This will be a WCC application as “mineral
extraction”.
New Bus Timetables from 1st September – I have been
informed that several busses are running sometimes over 40
minutes late and some not even turning up at all. Please
continue to report this problem to the Worcester Hub on
01905-765765.
Worcestershire Parkway – an “engagement exercise” has
been conducted during October and I hope that some of our
parishioners were able to go to see this. By going onto the
WCC Website www.worcestershire.gov.uk/parkway, further
details can be found. Please note that this is an “engagement
exercise” and not a “consultation exercise” but
Worcestershire County Council request feedback from the
public by 5pm on 30th November.

A4440 Southern Link Road – this is due to be widened
from the Ketch Roundabout to Whittington – full details
have been published. Further details can be got from
www.worcestershire.gov.uk/SLRphase3. You can also find
out about the present work and various updates from this
internet link. An evaluation is also being conducted on the
feasibility of widening the link road from The Ketch to the
Powick roundabout, including The Carrington Bridge.
Comments by 5pm on 31st December to WCC please.
First Aid Training – on 31st October, Jan and I attended
a St John Ambulance First Aid Course and believe that all
members of the public would find this beneficial – so go if
you get the chance!!
Sunday 9th November – I attended the Remembrance
Day service at 10.45am at St. Mary’s Church where a wreath
was laid by myself and my fellow District Councillor Adam
Rea. I have not seen so many in Kempsey Church –
standing room only, but it was also sad to see the Royal
British Legion Standard “laid-up” for the last time.
Free Parking in Malvern Hills District Council Car
Parks – Free parking is available for all Council car parks
within the Malvern Hills District (Malvern, Tenbury and
Upton) on Fridays and Saturdays from 28th November up
to Christmas Eve. Timed restriction for car parks will still
apply.
Christmas Refuse Collections – Kempsey, Severn
Stoke and Croome are usually collected on
Tuesdays and Wednesdays and this will
continue
every week through the Christmas and New Year period.
The Garden Waste Collection dates/days can be found on
the Malvern Hills website as, at the time of going to press,
they had not been fixed by MHDC.
Worcester Breast Cancer Support Group – Thanks to the
people who have donated fridges – a great help.
Father Christmas Outfits – Many thanks to the two local
residents that contacted us.
Flower Tubs at Kempsey Community Centre – Thanks
to Hartland’s Nurseries for the bulbs and hope that you all
like them in the Spring.
Christmas – I will not be delivering any Christmas Cards,
instead I will be making a donation to “Worcester Breast
Group”. On behalf of Jan and myself, we
would like to wish all friends and
parishioners a very Merry Christmas and a
Happy New Year.

14th November 2014 For further detail or help then please contact your District Councillor ...
David Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey – 01905 828107 davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
Please note that the contents of this page are provided by David Harrison who is the sole person responsible for the accuracy.
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Overseas Mission and Recycling page
Aluminium Foil and Cans

M

aheswari found a route out of poverty by learning
skills at the Us-supported Women Workers’ Training
Centre Centre, in Nagalapuram, South India.
I live with my parents and three children in a village called
Kadalkudi Duraisaamypuam, about five miles from the
Women Workers’ Training Centre. My husband works as a
mason in town, about two hours away, so he is only home
at weekends.
Our home is typical for this village: two rooms off a
narrow road, very close to our neighbours. We have one
bed, my large treadle sewing machine and a stool – we
don’t need any more furniture because we sit on the floor.
I heard about the centre while I was at school. The
centre was working with the village development
committee to set up self-help groups to address sanitation,
child protection and agricultural issues.
The centre ran a scheme to teach older people to read and
write, so I volunteered. I still feel a sense of pride when
older people say they can now sign for their pension
because of me.
I then discovered the centre taught tailoring and typing
to girls from poor backgrounds. So when I completed my A
Levels, I studied tailoring for a year. My parents bought me
a sewing machine and I started doing small sewing jobs for
my neighbours.
I do a lot of tailoring for people from local villages.
Today, there are clothes hanging around the house ready
for a wedding tomorrow. Some days I earn as much as my
husband!
Hope for children
hen the children come home from school I help them
with their home work. I went to a Tamil – speaking
school, but we send our children to an English-speaking
school. Speaking English is a valuable skill in India that
opens up opportunities for government jobs. My eldest
daughter Ramayalakshmi, aged 11, gets full marks in
English. In fact she came top of her class in her last exam,
so her father agreed to buy her a watch. She tells me she
wants to become a scientist.
Learning tailoring has meant I don’t need to depend on
others. It has made me feel strong and given me confidence.
It means I am able to work at home and still be around to
look after my family. It means we can talk about the future
and plan together. We really want our children to have a
good education that will give them hope and confidence. I
also went to bible studies while training at the centre. I
sometimes go to church with my husband. Aside from the
vocational skills, the spiritual teaching at the centre is
something I greatly value which keeps me motivated.
Taken from Transmission the magazine of Us (the new
name for USPG) founded in 1701, For more information,
please go to info@weareUs.org.uk

W

O

ver Christmas there will be extra foil and cans please,
keep collecting and put the foil and cans in the boxes
at the back of St. Mary’s church. The money will be used to
help train nurses in Africa. Thank you.

Teddies for Tragedies

W

e are still collecting teddies and blankets for little
children who are troubled through loss of parents,
brothers and sisters, illness, war or natural disasters. Thank
you very much for your colourful happy bears and blankets.

Tools with a Mission

W

e are still collecting all sorts of tools, sewing machines
etc. for people in other lands who are less fortunate
than ourselves. Thank you very much for your very useful
donations.
Mary Read

Postage Stamps

P

lease save your used
postage stamps .Duncan
and Bev Smith are collecting
stamps for Guide Dogs for
the Bind.
Stamps can be place in the
box in the Church porch or
delivered direct to Duncan and Bev (address and phone
number are on the back page)
Last year we were able to collect £140 by selling the stamps
for one of our special charities

A TextileBin is
available in the
car park of the

Talbot
Public House
to collect and recycle textiles, clothes, curtains,
sheets , blankets and shoes
for Melvyn’s Trust Registered Charity No 1129210
The clothes etc, which should be clean and in a
plastic bag, are very easy to deposit.

A full bin will yield approx £400
Half of which will come to St Mary’s Church
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Chairman’s Report November 2014
I am glad to report that the Parish Office is now back to
full strength with the appointment of Mrs Helen Emerick
to the post of clerical assistant to our Clerk, Mrs Sharon
Baxter, who has so ably managed all the considerable
workload alone since the resignation of Mrs Rose Cutler.
With more and more work being delegated to town and
parish councils it was imperative to fill the vacancy as soon
as possible and the office is already benefiting from
Helen’s input.
The Vice Chairman, Mr Trevor Geens and myself recently
attended the 11th Parish Conference held at County Hall.
This is a forum where the leaders and executive of
Worcestershire County Council can engage with town and
parish councils to inform them of developments and
aspirations for the coming years and report on outcomes
in the current year.
The main focus of the County Council is on their core
services of social care for both adult and children and the
maintenance of the entire county infrastructure from
highways to libraries. It is evident from the restrictions in
budgets imposed by Central Government that some
services considered non-essential will fall to District,
Town and Parish Councils to consider undertaking and
this will inevitably mean a rise in council taxes and
precepts for these additional responsibilities.
The Quality Parish Council Scheme is being re-launched
with the aim of encouraging more councils to engage in
this which will allow them additional delegated powers and
demonstrate their professionalism. Kempsey Parish
Council is already deemed a Quality Parish and will receive
this accreditation under the new scheme.
A new County Council website has been recently
introduced which should make navigation much more user
friendly and in particular Highways reported on a major
revision for the notifying of potholes and other issues
which will be much easier to complete than the previous
version. Highways also explained the introduction of
Operation Optimise which is a scheme to link all the
various agencies to avoid duplication of services and this is
being trialled in three areas within the county and if
successful will be employed throughout the county.
Concerns were raised in the Open Forum of our last
meeting about the modification in the views of Highways
in respect of the David Wilson proposed development in
Post Office Lane which seems to indicate that the accesses
may be suitable after all if some revisions are carried out.
Both our County and District Councillors have serious
concerns on the import of this revised submission by
Highways and will be seeking an explanation from them
regarding this. In the meantime our Planning Committee
will be making further representations to MHDC Planning
Dept. on the unsuitability of the accesses to this proposed
site and with 331 houses already designated for Kempsey
under the revised SWDP that this additional site is totally
unnecessary and constitutes an unwanted development in
open countryside.
It was also reported by Cllr Ann Patrick that the planning
application for housing development on the Inn at
Stonehall site had been refused and that an attempt to

market the Inn as a viable business venture should be
explored in the first instance.
The Post Office are carrying out a consultation exercise on
the installation of a facility within the local shop and if any
parishioners would like to participate then forms may be
obtained from either Martin Mc Colls shop or the Parish
Office.
The cattle on Ashmoor Common were cleared for sale
following them being tested for TB and will be sold within
the next few weeks.
Budgets from all the various committees will be considered
and a Finance and General Purposes Committee meeting
to be held on Monday 24th November. This will indicate
the Precept required to be set for the 2015/16 financial
year and will be presented to the full council for ratification
in the new year.
Finally as this will be the last opportunity to wish everyone
in our parish a very Happy Christmas and a Prosperous
New Year.
John Michael
Chairman
Kempsey Parish Council
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KEMPSEY PARISH COUNCIL

Parish Council Representatives
Mr M.J. Bannister, 52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 820180
Mr D Bevan, 17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP – Tel 820171
Mr. K Blackwell, 1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester. WR5 3PN – Tel. 820549
Mr B Bowley, 2 The Greens, Kerswell Green, Kempsey, Worc, WR5 3PE – Tel 371999
Mrs. C. Campbell, 7 Church Street, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JG – Tel. 828213
Mr T. Geens, 16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JE – 01905 820997
Mrs. P. Gerrard, 23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3PP – Tel. 820955
Mr A M Hay, Stanhurst, Fox Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3QD – Tel 820218
Mr. J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL - Tel. 820966
Miss A. Patrick, 90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3LH – Tel 828476
Mrs A Smith, 49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07807 777783
Mr M Stevens, 9 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07779 115264
Dr C Waller, Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ – Tel 828383
Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office, Community Centre, Main Road, Kempsey WR5 3LQ
Telephone 01905 828183 Email – kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
“The Parish Office is located to the rear of The Community Centre. Office hours for the receipt of telephone calls are
9.30am to 12 noon on Monday to Friday of each week. The office is open to the public between 9.30am to 12 noon on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Outside these hours, messages may be left on the office answering machine and will be dealt with when the Clerk is next
on duty.”
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners may address The
Council during Democratic Half Hour at the start of each monthly meeting.
District Councillors
Mr. D. T. Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, Worcester . WR5 3LD - Tel. 828107
E-mail: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net
Mr A C Rea, 56 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – 07980 233332
E-mail: adam.rea@malvernhillsdc.net
County Councillor
Mr R Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green , Upton Upon Severn, Worcs, WR8 0QQ – 01684 593282
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
E-mail: roger.sutton@malvernhillsdc.net
Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams – 0300 333 3000
E-mail sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Worcestershire Hub
E-mail: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
Telephone: 01684 862151 (Mon-Fri 8.00am to 6.00pm, Sat 9.00am to 1.00pm)
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF

The Churches of St Mary’s and St Denys’

Kempsey
Church Warden
Duncan Smith
8 Falcon Close, Worcester WR5 3HJ
Tel 10905 350138
Henry Morris
10 Napleton Lane Kempsey WR5 3PT
Tel 01905 82061
PCC Secretary
Marian Walters MBE
8 Old Vicarage Road Kempsey WR5 3
Tel 01905 820558
Treasurer
Rev David Hassell
14 Napleton Lane Kempsey WR5 3PT
Tel 0195 828096

Rector: Reverend Mark Badger
Apple Tree Cottage 31 Napleton Lane Kempsey
Tel 01905 820057 Mob 07828233049
Readers
Sheila Cook
32 Lower Ferry Lane Callow End Worcester WR2 4UH
Tel 01905 931829
Peter Fitzjohn
8 Post Office Lane Kempsey WR5 3NS
Tel 01905 820320
Libby James
7 Battenhall Avenue Worcester WR5 HN
Tel 01905 353935
Paul Kemp
7 Byfields Kempsey WR5 3NN
Tel 01905 821262

Severn Stoke
Church Warden
John Henderson
Meadow Hill House, Severn Stoke,
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel 0195 371 218
Jim Spence
Tel 01905 371218

