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n 6th May along with around 1000 others, I attended
the funeral of Denise Inge, Bishop John’s wife, in
Worcester Cathedral. The service was one of the most
deeply moving occasions I have ever had the privilege to
attend and I believe they will have a lasting effect on me
and many others who were there.
The service lead by the Archbishop’s of Canterbury
and York combined many elements of church tradition
both ancient and contemporary, from incense to a worship
band, choral anthems in Latin to modern worship songs.
It was the church at its best, a service full of true sincerity,
offering an outpouring of love and support for Bishop
John and his family and paying tribute to someone who
was full of faith right to the end – the church saying
goodbye to one of its own with cries of Alleluia!
As the Dean of Worcester pointed out in his
marvellous address, Denise’s illness and ultimately her
death has united people across the Diocese and across the
world in a truly extraordinary way as Bishop John and
Denise united and gathered us into their praying. The Dean
said: “The prayers in the cathedral and at her parish church of All
Saints have been but the tiny centre of an enormous web of praying
that has been worldwide, emailed and blogged and connected in all the
ways in which news can be shared and words exchanged. John, you
have led people in prayer in the past few months, far more than
perhaps you know; and many, in their affection and anxiety for you
and for Denise, have prayed in ways they have not done before.”
One of the readings at the funeral was taken from Denise’s
forthcoming book, A tour of Bones, words written as Denise
researched the history of charnel houses and at the same
time came to terms with her own mortality. They are
words which challenge all of us to think about what is
important in our life and to make the most and the best of
that life!
“I do not know how much more time I have to live my questions
out, but I am glad I started asking them even before the cancer came,
for, although they cannot be rushed, these are questions that must not
be avoided. This is true whether or not you have been diagnosed with
a frightening disease. The questions these charnel houses asked of me
stir me to life-enriching responses.
? Get rid of the bitterness. Mend the
bridges. Seek and receive forgiveness. Let yourself be loved.
Anchor yourself in the eternal and
abiding in God. Feed yourself something stronger than optimism.
You are in a constant state of growth and transition, so let change
transform you.
Cut the crap in your life. Do the things that matter.
Find and exercise your gifts.
Submit to a truth that is bigger than yourself. Become
part of it. Let it be your story. What I have been surprised to
discover, as these questions chase and wash over me, is that preparing
to live and preparing to die are in the end the same thing.”
Denise’s battle, moreover the faith she displayed and
shared throughout that battle, has indeed touched the
hearts of so many people and, I believe, has also galvanised
Christians in this Diocese (and beyond) into a greater sense
of belonging, even purpose. In Denise and Bishop John
we have been privileged to witness, a depth of faith and

dignity most of
us would find it difficult to maintain even in far less
traumatic circumstances, through them and by them we
have been, indeed we continue to be blessed!
May we continue to celebrate that blessing in the unity
we have found, in the love and respect we have for Bishop
John, and in and through our preparations not only for the
way we leave this world but more importantly, in the way
we LIVE whilst we are in it!
May we, like Denise be able to have the faith to say:
Whatever happens, Alleluia is our song.
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Services for June 2014
1st June Seventh Sunday of Easter (White)
Kempsey

9.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

Order 2

Severn Stoke

10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion

Order 1

Kempsey

10.45 a.m.

Family Service.

TBA

Kerswell Green

4.00 p.m.

8th June PENTECOST (Red)
Kempsey

9.00 a.m.

Matins

Order 2

Kempsey

10.30. a.m.

Family Communion

TBA

Severn Stoke

3.15 p.m.

Family Service

TBA

Thurs 12th June

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

15th June TRINITY (White)
Kempsey

9.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

Order 2

Kempsey

10.30 a.m.

Contemporary Worship

TBA

Severn Stoke

10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion

Order 2

Kempsey

6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion

Order 2

Thurs 19th June

10.15 a.m.

HolyCommunion, BCP
Order

22nd June First after Trinity (Green)
Kempsey
9.00 a.m.

Mattins

BCP

Kempsey

10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion

Order 1

Severn Stoke

10.30 a.m.

Informal Worship

TBA

Thurs 26th June

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

29th June PETERTIDE (White)

Order

Kempsey

9.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

BCP

CROOME

10.30 a.m.

BENEFICE SERVICE &
PICNIC

TBA

Kempsey

6.00 p.m.

Choral Evensong

BCP
Order

6th July Third Sunday After Trinity (Green)
Kempsey
9.00 a.m.

Holy Communion

Order 2

Severn Stoke

10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion

Order 1

Kempsey

10.45 a.m.

Family Service.

TBA

Kerswell Green

4.00 p.m.

Thursday 10 July

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion
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PARISH DIARY for JUNE 2014
Monday 2nd June

7.30pm

Institution of Church Wardens at St Martin’s London Road, Worcester

Wednesday 4th June

2.30pm

Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall

Friday 6th June

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and toddler group meets in Church

Monday 9th June

10.30am“

Coming together” Meets in St. Mary’s House.

Coffee Morning
11.30am
Every Thursday
In St Mary’s House
Wednesday 11th June

7.30pm

Women’s Fellowship meets at St. Mary’s House..

Friday 13th June

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and toddler group meets in Church

Sunday 15th June

12.00pm

Men’s Group Barbecue at St. Mary’s House.

Monday 16th June

7.30pm

Healing Prayer group at Gill Warfield’s.

Wednesday 18th June

2.30pm

Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall

Thursday 19th June

7.00pm

CPR training at Longdon Old School

Friday 20th June

11.00am“

Little Angels” Pram and Toddler group meet in Church

Friday 27th June

11.00am“

Little Angels” Pram and Toddler group in Church.

Monday 30th June

8.00pm

Parish Prayer meeting - venue to be announced.

From the Parish Registers
and other important notices
Baptism
11th May

Oscar Parker

10th May

David Coates and Honor Coates

Wedding

Funerals
22nd April 2014

Dorothy Sparkes

14th May 2014

Pam Webb
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News from Hanley Castle High School

S

imon Hill has been appointed as the new Youth Officer
for the Diocese of Worcester, working with parishes
and schools across Worcestershire and Dudley.

Simon, 38, is currently Youth and Children’s Work
Co-ordinator for St. Nicholas Church in Durham and will
be moving to Evesham with his wife Claire and two young
sons.
He will start his new role on 1 July, which will involve
supporting churches in their work with young people,
providing training and resources, working with chaplains in
secondary schools as well as Further and Higher Education
and also liaising with other youth organisations and
community groups.
Simon said: "When I saw the role advertised, it sounded
like a really exciting opportunity and when I came to
interview, the team that I will work with was absolutely
lovely.
I am looking forward to getting stuck in and getting to
know a new area and new people, although finding my way
around the villages in Worcestershire and the more urban
Dudley could be a challenge!
I hope to start by meeting as many people as possible and
get a good sense of the youth work that’s currently
happening in parishes.
I also want to listen to the young people to find out what
they’re hoping for and to pray with them."
Robert Jones, Director of Development for the Diocese
said:
"We’re very much looking forward to Simon joining our
team. He comes with a great deal of experience and in
interview he proved himself to be enthusiastic and a good
communicator, relating well to both young people and
adults.
I hope that his move South goes smoothly and that he and
his family settle well into Worcestershire life."
Simon will work alongside Children’s Officer, Emma
Pettifer to support churches as they nurture children,
young people and young adults in their faith.
He will be promoting an understanding of young people as
full and equal members of the church and look to improve
the Church’s mission among young people.
Simon replaces the current Diocesan Youth Officer, Sarah
Brush who will leave the post in June to be ordained and
become a curate at St. Peter’s, Cradley.

T

here are moments in a school’s history when powerful
messages cause us to stop, reconsider life and be
thankful.
At a recent assembly we
welcomed Mr John Dobai, who
came to speak to us of his family’s
bitter memories of the Holocaust
and the amazing heroism of Raoul
Wallenburg. He helped supply false
passports and safe houses for those
trying to flee from the Nazis in
Hungary during WW2.
His heartrending story of family
grief but ultimate triumph was laced
with poignancy and remembrance.
We will indeed long remember Mr Dobai’s testimony
and his plea for tolerance of others and the importance of
not making scapegoats of people or communities. He was
able to link this message directly with our freedom to vote,
if we wish to, and to discuss with our pupils the union that
exists across borders in our continent, particularly apt as we
all have been recently considering our European democracy
Our friends from the Suzhou Language College in
Shanghai (20 pupils and 2 staff) have safely arrived and are
busy enjoying the sights and sounds of our beautiful area
and beyond. They are living in our communities and are
contributing so positively to our school’s activities. They
return to China at the end of term (18th July).
We would welcome former pupils to tour the school
from 2.00pm, as part of the Friends Association’s event on
Saturday June 21st, with cream teas in the sixth form
garden and an archive display of times gone by. It was a
popular event last year and we advise booking with the
front office on 01684.593241
We are the proud owners of two new science labs and a
prep room, they were safely delivered to us by the builders
recently and will be up and running for students in
September.
Best wishes, Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)

Women's Fellowship

W

hat a delightful, light-hearted and fun evening was
enjoyed by all as Bernice kept us regaled with
humorous anecdotes from her own life. Has anyone else
ever melted the inside of a 'fridge whilst defrosting it?
Thank-you Bernice for making us all feel better about our
own little domestic disasters.
The 11th June meeting will be a re-run of the one
which had to be cancelled in February due to the thendreadful weather and associated power cut - gentle
exercises.
Members were asked to bake cakes for our stall at the
Church Fete on 5th July; and reminded that 9th July will be
the annual outing - destination yet to be announced.
Wendy Coen
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

New Parish Website

ollowing a more “spring” like spring this year, we look
forward to a reasonable summer too. However, while the
Club has now ceased its formal meetings for the “warmer”
months, we have no intention of being entirely inactive (either
individually or collectively)!
Our highest priority for the summer, following our
recently-announced successful bid for Lottery funds, is to
implement our project to take photography out into the
community. We hope particularly to reach those who, for
reasons of health, age or geography, are more isolated from
the day to day activities of their locality.
Meanwhile at our AGM on 14th May we unveiled an
interesting and challenging programme for the new season.
This commences (for the first time ever) on the second (10th)
rather than the fourth Wednesday of September. Please see
future articles for more details. In the meantime, our
principal public appearance of the summer will be on
Saturday 5th July, when we will be holding our usual
exhibition of the photography of the Club at the Church Fete.
We also hope to be represented at the Open Church
afternoons on six Sundays in July and August. We would be
delighted to see you at any of these events.
We would be pleased to welcome anybody interested,
as part of our efforts to encourage greater involvement in our
activities, attendance at our meetings and membership of the
club, which although thriving, remains sociable and inclusive .
Our regular meetings are held on most second Wednesdays
and the fourth Wednesday of each month (except December)
from September to May at 7.30 pm in the Kempsey
Community Centre in Main Road, Kempsey. We seek to
encourage and inspire each other by holding competitions,
practical evenings, outings, talks and demonstrations of our
photographic work. Further details of our activities and
samples of our work are always available to view on our website at www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We all look forward to seeing you on the 5th of July
or, if this isn’t possible, in the autumn.
In the meantime, the striking image which
accompanies this article is “Seed Head” by Clive Stanley.
Malcolm A Hay Secretary

Now Live!

F

O

n Fri 2nd May 2014 the new Parish website went
live. You can see it at the same address of
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
The old website had served its purpose since Oct
2007 but was much in need of a complete refresh to
update the look and functionality. In response to that
need the website has been completely re-designed and
rebuilt using the latest techniques to provide a brighter,
more up to date look and feel.
Whilst there are still elements of the new website to be
designed and finished, the basic site is now up and
running. This gives the Parish a much better website
platform going forward. The new Parish logo has also
been incorporated and you will start to see this pop up on
communications from letters to posters and beyond.
Again, the new logo brings an up to date feel with it.
We hope you like the new website and logo.
Our thanks go to the team who worked so hard to
bring the new website and logo to fruition.
Nigel Taylor

UPTON COMMUNITY CARE
Roll up.. Roll up...
n Monday 2nd June a celebration of volunteering is
taking place (or has taken place depending on when
you read this) at County Hall. The event will include the
naming of volunteer champions and organisations are
invited to produce videos of their organisations at work.
There will be music and a special poem. The flyer promises
many further events celebrating volunteer champions.
Now, let me say straight away that I have great respect
for the hard work and support for the Community
Transport sector by Worcestershire County Council but this
jamboree organised with Worcestershire Voices seems
rather frivolous to me. At UCC we do not need volunteer
champions' acclaimed with fanfares of trumpets and
spotlights as our volunteers are ALL champions, from the
team who handle the office to the driver who can only
manage one drive a month due to other commitments. We
are acclaimed champions by our clients who often and
unbidden tell us that our service is magnificent and that
they would be lost without us. We can be champions every
day without trying to find a parking space in County Hall.
We are not perfect of course. We strive to get better
and always have room for more champions so if you are
able to spare a few hours to drive for us please call the
office or send us an email.
Best Wishes
Roger Wildin
Office Number: 01684 593633
Email: uptoncommunitycare@hotmail.com

O
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Archdeacon of Worcester to become
Bishop of Colchester

D

owning Street has announced that the Venerable
Roger Morris, Archdeacon of Worcester, has been
nominated by Her Majesty the Queen as the new Bishop
of Colchester in succession to the Rt Revd Christopher
Morgan.
We will be very sad to lose Roger as our Archdeacon as
he been a great source of wisdom, exuberance and passion
within the Diocese. I know that Roger was a great support
to the Parish of Kempsey and Severn Stoke during the
interregnum as he has been to me since my appointment.
Our loss is the Diocese of Chelmsford’s gain and we wish
Roger and his family every blessing in their new life and
ministry in Essex.
It is anticipated that Roger will leave the Diocese of
Worcester in June. He will be consecrated as Bishop of
Colchester at St Paul's Cathedral on 25 July and will start
his ministry as bishop in the Autumn.

The Venerable Roger Morris, Archdeacon of Worcester

Kempsey Garden Walkabout

T

he garden walkabout will take place on the 12th and
13th July this year.
If you wish to participate in this to support local
charities, please contact;
Gail Brookes 821823 or John Webster 820848.
More details in the next Parish News.

Letter from the Archdeacon of
Worcester

I

must confess to feeling totally overwhelmed by the
flood of very kind messages that have poured in
following the announcement of my appointment as
Bishop of Colchester. My own sense of excitement about
the new role is very much tempered at the moment by the
sorrow of departure.
This is a diocese in which grace abounds, in which
love flourishes and in which the call to be a Kingdom
People is lived out in extraordinary ways in every context
of our life together. I will miss you all very much. When
Jesus prepared to leave his friends, he gave them some
advice to equip them for all that lay ahead. In Chapter 14
of John’s Gospel, he says three things that are worth
holding on to now. The first thing he said was ‘Do not let
your hearts be troubled. Believe in God.’
Jesus said this to the disciples just before he was
arrested, tried and crucified. It must have been hard for
his friends to trust God and to not be anxious. We need
to learn to trust God and, when if feels that God isn’t on
top of the situation, we need to remember that he is
trustworthy – and he knows what he is about. God is at
work even when we do not perceive it. God knows what
he is about. He holds this diocese in the palm of his hand
and his loving care is ever exercised upon you. So do not
be anxious. But trust in God. The second thing Jesus said
was ‘I am the way, and the truth, and the life.’ He didn’t
say – ‘I’ll tell you the way’ or ‘This is the way.’ He said ‘I
am the way.’
Christianity isn’t primarily about a set of rules and nor
is it primarily about a set of beliefs. It’s about a person.
It’s about a personal relationship with Jesus and the best
thing we can do is to stick close to him and he will then
lead us in the way we should go. The third thing Jesus said
was ‘Very truly, I tell you, the one who believes in me will
also do the works that I do and, in fact, will do greater
works than these.’ You are heirs to this promise. You are
a people who will do great things. Through your ministry
in this diocese, others will come to know Jesus for
themselves and their lives will be completely transformed.
Through you, people will hear a message of hope and that
will bring new life to them. Through your ministry,
children will hear the good news and they will grow as
disciples of Christ.
Through you and through your prayers, people will be
healed, restored to wholeness and given new energy.
Through you, people will experience love and will know
themselves to be valued. Through you the hungry will be
fed, the homeless will be sheltered and the poor will be
blessed. Through you God’s kingdom will be made
manifest. You will do great things. Thank you for an
amazing and inspiring six years in which I feel I have
received so much more than I have given. Thank you for
your love, grace and partnership in the work of the
Kingdom. Don’t worry, stick close to Jesus and you will
continue to do great things through the power of God
that is at work in you. And don’t forget to have fun along
the way.
Roger
Morris
Clive
Stanley
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Come and see a

Garden

That’s different!

It’s Gilly’s

Garden Party

y
a
d
r
21st
u
t
Sa 10.00 -12.00

June

28 The Limes Kempsey

Tel 820074

Upton Deanery Branch

O

ur April meeting
was held at Ruth's
home. Our guest speakers were Jo and Amanda from
Greenwoods Therapeutic Horticulture C I C, Bushley.
They explained that the work they are doing with disabled
children, the project has developed over the last 5 years.
They are now introducing animals to the children also a
young growers project on Saturday's, this includes growing
seeds into plants.
The members found it most interesting and were
amazed by how much they have put into the project to help
the children in so many ways.
On Tuesday 8th July at 7.00pm in Upton Upon Severn
Parish Church a service of thanksgiving for 25 years as the
Upton Deanery Mothers Union is being held. The
members have said it would be nice to see any lapsed or
previous members so we could find out if the Mothers
Union has changed much. One way it is changing is with
computers as there is so much information online at
www.mothersunion.org.
If you would like more information please contact
Mrs Pam Baker on 01684 592688
or email picklebaker@tiscali.co.uk

Flower Club

Where else can your see a

a fairy glade

Rabbits and ducks
Five water features

T

here was a good turnout for our meeting at The Fold on
12th May and we enjoyed the drinks and cakes there.
We were a little disappointed that there were so few craft or
other activities to see.
Our next meeting will be on 9th June and we will be going
to St Peter’s Garden Centre. If the weather is kind to us we
shall meet at the café by the lake at 2.30pm. (Otherwise in
the main building)
Hope to see you there, let me know if you need a lift.
Joy Dale 820417

Grace Community

O
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Come and help raise loads of money

For tickets please call Paul and Chris on 01905 820565
It’s sure to be a fun evening.
For further info Tel Dave and Ann on 01905 820401 or
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk
gi
ve

Everyone welcome

Quiz evening
Tickets are only £5.00
and they include
a fish and chip supper

Fo
r

URSUS BEAR says

ur next meeting at the parish hall is on Sunday 15th
June. We start with coffee at 10.30 am. Dave Norton,
our local carpet fitter is the preacher that day. this is
followed by a shared lunch for those who are able to stay.
Again at the parish hall on Saturday 7th June, at 7.15pm,
we are holding a
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St Mary’s Summer Fete
Saturday, July 5th at 2.00pm

Janet Enock
Invites you to join her for a
Coffee Morning
in aid of

We look forward to another wonderful fete again this year
with lots to see, to do, to eat and to enjoy – something for
all ages and fun for all the family
Please tell your neighbours, family and friends. Come and
have a really enjoyable afternoon – either taking part in all
the fun of the games, entertainment and stalls or just
relaxing to the sound of beautiful music while enjoying a
lovely cup of tea and a delicious cake or two. You might be
tempted by strawberries and Pimms, you might not be able
to resist the BBQ or you might prefer the mouth watering
taste of Indian snacks. You could have a ride in a pony and
trap, bounce on a castle, have your face painted, beat the
goalie, be delighted by Maypole Dancing and much, much
more or just sit and listen to the sounds of the choir and the
bands while waiting to hear your name being called for one
of the many and exciting prizes in the Grand Draw.
Please come – we really look forward to seeing you

British Heart Foundation

12 Court Gardens
Kempsey
Saturday, 28th June
10.30 a.m. – 12.30
pm
£1.00

Come and help us
raise funds for this
excellent charity

Tea, Coffee, Cakes,
Bring and Buy, Raffle
Cake Stall Bric-a Brac
For more information or to donate for the
stalls, please ring 821113.
Thank you
British Heart Foundation is a registered Charity No. 225971. Registered
as a Company limited by guarantee in England & Wales No. 699547.
Registered office at Greater London House, 180 Hampstead Road,
London NW1 7AW. Registered as a Charity in Scotland No. SC039426

St Mary’s Summer Fete
Saturday, July 5th at 2.00pm
We should be very grateful if you are able to help by
providing any of the following:
We need
* Cakes galore for the teas and for the Cakes Stall
* Plants and Herbs – all different sorts
* Lots and lots of bottles for the famous Bottle Stall
* Home-made pickles, jams and preserves
* CDs and DVD’s (please no videos)
* Children’s Toys and Games
* Special Items for the Silent Auction
Please could you bring them to the Church at any time or to
St Mary’s House at the following times:
Monday, June 30th: 5.00pm – 7.00pm
Tuesday, July 1st: 5.00pm – 7.00pm
Wednesday, July 2th: 5.00pm – 7.00pm
Thursday, July 3rd: 5.00pm – 7.00pm
Friday, July 4th: 5.00pm – 7.00pm
Saturday, July 5th: Any time after 9.00am
With very grateful thanks from the Fete Committee for all
your wonderful help and support. It is very much
appreciated.
(If you need anything collected please phone Alan (769214)
or Libby(353935)
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Neighbourhood Watch Update
from West Mercia Police

E

lderly residents are being warned about a phone fraud
where victims are being duped out of cash by people posing
as police.
West Mercia and Warwickshire Police have recorded 70 of
these offences across Worcestershire, Herefordshire, Shrophire
and Warwickshire since March this year with unsuspecting
victims falling for the scam.
The offenders are targeting older people across both Forces,
as part of a national scam which is commonly known as a
‘courier fraud’.
In many cases a person claiming to be a police officer will
contact an elderly or vulnerable victim by telephone and inform
them that their bank card has been used fraudulently.
The victim will then be tricked into thinking they are either
calling or being put through to their bank, but in fact they are
still speaking to the fraudsters.
The victim will then disclose banking information and will
be instructed to either place their bank cards in an envelope for a
courier to collect or attend the local branch of their bank to
withdraw a sum of money and pass it to a courier sent by
fraudsters. Sometimes the fraudsters use legitimate Taxi
companies to make the pick up.
Often elderly victims are unwittingly defrauded of their
entire life savings, being left distraught and traumatised in many
cases.
Over the last couple of months, the number of offences has
escalated, with West Mercia and Warwickshire Police receiving
numerous reports from victims across both Force areas.
Detectives are working with local banks/buildings societies
and taxi firms as part of the investigation into the fraud and are
urging anyone else who may have been a victim to come forward.
They are also repeating warnings to the public, particularly
older residents, not to go along with the scam and to report any
attempts to police.
This is a national problem which has reached West Mercia
& Warwickshire policing areas.
DCI Sean Paley said, “This is a heartless and callous fraud
with the offenders targeting elderly and vulnerable people who
are trusting and willing to help who they think are bona fide
police officers”.
“We are urging the public, particularly older people, to be
aware of this fraud and not to go along with it. Genuine police
would not phone members of the public in this way and
certainly would never ask you for your bank details or ask you to
send money.
“Because of the nature of the fraud and the vulnerable
victims involved it is believed this offence is currently underreported, therefore we would urge the public to come forward
and tell us if they have been contacted by these people.
“We appeal to members of the public, banks and taxi drivers
to be on their guard and report any suspicious activity of this
nature to the police immediately.”
If you receive a phone call of this nature, police advise you
to:
• Do not give out any information and end the phone call
immediately. Wait at least five minutes to clear the line from the
scammer before making any other calls, or use another phone.
Make sure you have a dialling tone.
• Report the offence as soon as possible to police by
telephoning 101.
Please remember:
• Your bank will never attend your home.
• Your bank and the police will never collect your bank card
or cash
• Your bank and the police will never ask for your PIN.
Anyone with any information about this fraud can
contact police on 101, quoting Operation Ardent.

Tax Credits renewals – important
reminder
If you are claiming Tax Credits then the
time is approaching when you will need
to renew your award and the deadline
for doing this is 31st July.
laimants should expect to receive a renewal pack
between 19th April and 28th June. They’re not all
sent out at once, so different people will get them at
different times. If you haven't received your renewal pack
by 28th June, then contact the Tax Credits helpline on
0345 300 3900.
It’s very important to respond to your renewal
pack before the 31st July deadline. If you’ve received an
Annual Declaration and you fail to reply by the deadline,
your tax credits payments will stop and you will have to
pay money back. HMRC call Centre’s become especially
busy the week before the deadline, so don't delay or you
may have difficulty getting through.
Your pack may include:
●
an Annual Declaration form (TC603D or
TC603D2) plus an Annual Review notice (TC603R) both sent out in one A4 size white envelope, or
●
just an Annual Review notice (TC603R) - sent out
in an A5 size brown envelope.
If you receive both an Annual Declaration form and an
Annual Review notice, you must reply by the deadline. It’s
important to reply even if you don’t want to renew
your claim. This is because the renewal process is also a
check that you have received the right amount of tax
credits for the previous year.
If you only receive an Annual Review notice, your claim
will be renewed automatically and you don’t need to reply.
However you still need to tell the Tax Credit Office
straightaway if:
●
you have had any changes in circumstances
●
your income is different to what's shown in the
Annual Review notice
●
there are mistakes or details missing from the
notice.
You can find more information about tax credit renewals
on the HMRC website at www.hmrc.gov.uk. This website
has information on how to make a claim if you do not
currently have an existing one but want to know if you
qualify.
For further information and advice, contact your local
Citizens Advice Bureau or see www.adviceguide.org.uk.

C

Your local bureau – South Worcestershire Citizens Advice
Bureau is open:
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10 am - 4 00pm
Wed (Specialist Debt Advice - by appointment)
Tel: 01684 563611

Library Closure

T

he library closed in April until further notice, so is no
longer based in the Parish Hall on Tuesdays. Users of
the library have already been given information about the
mobile library service in Kempsey.
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THE LAWNS
NURSING HOME

SUMMER
CREAM TEA
Sunday 6th JULY
3.00pm
Please join us to raise funds for
The Lawns Residents Welfare Fund
We shall be having fun outside,
a Tombola & Raffle, Music from the ever
popular Sarah Amery and her Viola.
Refreshments & Cream Teas
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Kempsey PACT Meeting
29th April 2014
The Neighbourhood Plan (NDP)
y far the greater part of the meeting was concerned
with the issues arising from the amount of new
housing likely to be built in Kempsey, and the imperative
need to create a Neighbourhood Plan to maximise the
benefit of enlarging Kempsey. In a nutshell: what do we
want and where do we want it? The needs of the
community are wide and cover all age groups, their needs,
aspirations, education, well-being, recreation, employment,
housing, quality of life and the supporting infrastructure.
The community is being asked through surveys and open
days to make its wishes on these matters known. An open
day on Saturday 7th June at the Community Centre
(11.00am to 3.00pm) and a questionnaire sent to every
household deserve and need the attention of everybody
in Kempsey.
A survey is also being conducted by St Mary’s as it
contemplates a changing role for Church buildings.

B

Police Update and Neighbourhood Watch
There has been a slight increase in anti-social behaviour
recently and the police are working with the families
concerned. A number of people have taken up the offer of
Smart Water at a favourable price to provide an invisible
marker on valuable possessions.
Litter Picking
Taking advantage of a temporary break in the appalling
weather in February, 23 people turned out to clear the
centre of the village of litter. Well done, to all, young and
old!
It is very gratifying to note that the Cubs are planning to do
a litter pick on 8th July.
The next community litter pick will be on Saturday, 19th
July starting at the Community Centre at 10.00am.
Next meeting
Our next meeting will on Tuesday 22nd July at 12.00 noon
for 12.30pm at the Community Centre.
Terry Ward, Chairman

Apology

T

he PCC would like to apologise for the condition of the
churchyard over recent weeks and any anxiety that this
may have caused.
Initially we had not cut the around graves as when
strimmed, the wet grass adheres to grave stones. However,
our attempt to alleviate this problem backfired due to a run
of adverse weather.
The graveyard requires continued upkeep and although we
employ a contractor to cut the grass we need to carry out
various other maintenance tasks. Therefore we are
planning to raise a working party and would ask that anyone
who is willing to spare a few hours to help , pleasecontact:
Henry Morris 820601
Regards
Mark Badger Rector

Coming Together Fellowship

W

e thoroughly enjoyed Jeff Porter’s visit in April when
he showed slides of a recent visit to Malawi. We
weren’t so keen on seeing the food the locals ate!
Speakers for the next two months are:
9th JUNE
Revd. Peter Judd.
14th JULY
Revd. Gordon Hill.
Do come and join us, we would love to see you at St.
Mary’s House, starting at 10-30 a.m. with tea/coffee. Our
meeting is from 11-12 and this is followed by a welcome
snack lunch from 12 onwards. Further details from
Eileen Hogan. Tel. 820934

Cornflower Club

O

n 23rd April we had our Bring and Buy, Easter
Bonnet Parade and Bingo. There were a number of
members who decorated their bonnets and showed them
off. It was a difficult job to judge them as they were all so
beautiful. A big thank you to Mary Day who came that
afternoon to be our judge and had the difficult task of
choosing. We had 4 winners who each had an Easter Egg as
a prize.
On the 7th May we had a half day trip to Webb’s
Garden Centre at Wychbold.
We meet on a Wednesday every fortnight in the village
hall at 2-30. The next meeting is on June 4th. If you are a
lady or gentleman over 60 and live in the Parish, please
come along and see what we do, you will be very welcome.
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and more information
Heather Davies BEM (01905) 821040

Save the Children Fund is a registered company limited by guarantee
(Company No. 178159) | Registered Charity No. 213890 (England & Wales)
and SC039570 (Scotland) | Registered office: 1 St John's Lane, London EC1M 4AR
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it's fun
it's cool
it's logic
it's magical :)

Youth Cafe
St Mary’s House on
Thursday evenings

Starts May 22nd 6.30

Magazine Subscription

I

t is the time of year when the annual subscription is due
for the Parish News. This will still be at £4 for the year.
If you could have your money ready when your distributor
calls it will help them greatly.
All the distributors are volunteers who deliver your
magazine in all weathers every month, so a huge thank you
to them all. The Magazine Team
Message from the Editor
n over 20 years of producing Kempsey Parish Magazine I
have always endeavoured to meet the printers deadline
even taking it on holiday and into hospital having major
surgery for cancer. I have (I think) been generous with
application of the deadline. Last month, I advised all our
regular contributors that copy received after the deadline
would not be published. I thought I had better explain that
it was no more sinister than that I had been invited abroad
to celebrate my 70th Birthday and had much less time to do
the mag. Thank you to everyone who rose to the occasion
and submitted your copy in plenty of time enabling me to
have the May copy nearing completion on the evening of
the 14th. Several items arrived late that night, the latest at
11.47pm. It took several hours to revamp the magazine to
accommodate them, leaving Bev to finish the packing.
Items received later did not get published and the authors
have duly vented their feelings.
If it is impossible for you to meet the deadline, please
let me know and I will try and reserve some space, other
wise you may be disappointed. Thank you. Duncan Smith

I
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Acknowledgements:
Editor & Compiling
Typing
Front Cover
Advertising
Distribution

Duncan Smith
Julia Grant & Bev Smith
Dennis Lee
Colin Bursnall
Trevor Geens

e mail your article direct to the editor

kempseynews@hotmail.co.uk
Copy requiring typing for the

July/August
Parish News must reach
Julia Grant, 34 St Mary’s Close
NO LATER THAN 14th June
PLEASE NOTE THAT COPY RECEIVED AFTER
5.00pm ON THE DEADLINE MAY NOT BE
PUBLISHED

CD’s and USB drives may be sent the editor
Duncan Smith 8 Falcon Close St Peters.
Tel 01905 350138
Commercial advertising enquiries to
Colin Bursnall via the web-site please

Kempsey Parish News is a magazine published by St Mary’s Church on behalf of the village of Kempsey. The views contained therein are not necessarily
the views of St Mary’s Church or the editor. We have no control over, or responsibility for, content provided by others but we support reasonable
comment by the public, at the editors sole discretion. The editor cannot guarantee accuracy. The responsibility of each article lies with the author.
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Overseas Mission and Recycling page
Overseas Mission

M

orogoro School which the church is supporting,
benefited from £ 200 as a result of Lenten giving.
This will go towards the building of a classroom for their
new school at Chimwino.

F

amily Fun Day with a Tanzanian theme and meal, is
being planned for Saturday 2nd August. Those of you
who will not be away on holiday may like to put that date
in your diaries. There will be full details in the July
magazine. Again, any money raised will go towards their
building project.
The following charities will be supported this year:

T

he two Anglican overseas charities - CMS and US, and
two Anglican charities in this country, namely the
Church Army and Church Urban Fund. Also , money will
go to Tear Fund to provide a Latrine in a village and to the
Charity Children in Distress. This is the Charity working in
Romania with children and young adults suffering from
AIDS. The money will be used towards the building of a
sheltered, independent living accommodation for those
teenagers that have survived AIDS, and grew up in St.
Laurence Hospice.

Tools with a Mission

T

wo large bags of hand tools together with three
sewing machines and sewing materials were taken to
Coventry last month. These will be forwarded to Ipswich
and then onto a ship to a destination in a country in Africa,
or another part of the world where these things are used by
people who have lost everything and have to start again to
build a life for themselves and their family. Thank you very
much for your donations of tools and other materials.

Teddies for Tragedies

S

everal bags of blankets together with knitted teddies
and a large box of almost new, used baby clothes
were sent to Kidderminster last month. They will then be
sent out to countries where they are most needed. Baby
clothes were sent to Syria where they much needed. Thank
you very much for your wonderful knitting and donations
of clothes.

Aluminium Foil and Cans

E

ight sacks of foil and cans were taken by Julia Grant to
be processed. The money collected will be used to help
train a nurse in Africa. Thank you very much. Please
continue to collect foil and cans but please, do not include
plastic foil or medical pill, capsule packs.
M.Read

Sheila Cook

Sunday, 22nd June at 7.30 p.m. in St Denys’ Church
Following The Friends of St Denys Special Service at 6.30 p.m. to which everyone is welcome.

JAZZ IN CHURCH
with our favourite
Sauce City Jazz Band
20th anniversary Concert

Do join us for this happy, toe-tapping event
Entrance by ticket and on the door, £8.00 each and children under 15, £1.00 each.

Available from John Henderson01905 371 218
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District Councillor Report (Kempsey Ward) from David Harrison
Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other items that I have been involved with recently.

Civic Service – Jan and I were very pleased to be
invited to Cllr Roger Sutton (Chairman of
Malvern Hills District Council) and his wife
Gillian’s Civil Service on Sunday 27th April at
Ripple Parish Church, and also to Cllr Peter Webb (Mayor
of Upton-Upon Severn) and his wife Cllr Rosemary Webb’s
Civil Service on 11th May at Upton Parish Church. Both
were very well attended and enjoyable services.

Severn Trent Water Ltd that there will be adequate sewerage
capacity for this development, securing a controlled
pedestrian type crossing across the A38 (subject to technical
assessment on feasibility by WCC highways), securing a
traffic calming feature at the south entrance to the village
such as a “gateway” feature, amendments and/or additional
conditions to properly control the development including a
robust condition relating to external lighting.

Widening of the Southern Link Road and enlargement
of the Ketch Roundabout –Please note that as all
contractors vehicles are using the farm entrance opposite the
ex DVLA offices – PLEASE TAKE CARE with these large
vehicles moving around this the whole of this area and along
the Southern Link.

Planning – Proposed Development of Land adjacent to
Post Office Lane, Kempsey – Although I attended a public
meeting by “David Wilson Homes” on Friday 7th March at
Kempsey Community Centre regarding a development for a
maximum of 90 homes, no application has yet been
submitted to MHDC – keep an eye out!

Road Closures – Due to work on the M5 over-night there
will be closures from 9.30pm till 5.00am for a while. There
will also be closure of the Southern Link between the Ketch
Roundabout and Norton Roundabout from 7.00pm to
6.30pm from 9th June. Hope the motorway is not closed
when the Southern Link is closed???

Planning – Proposed Development of Land to the West
of Kings Hill – I have been notified of up to 25 houses at a
development to the West of Kings Hill by “Lionscourt
Developments” and I am sure that a public meeting will be
held by the developer soon – keep an eye out!

Planning – Kempsey Ward – Development to the South
Water from Wells, etc. – I am not sure on the wells in of The Southern Link Road – Further to the original
Kempsey but some of the wells at Malvern are still “deemed application (13/00656/OUT) submitted in June 2013 for up
to 2204 houses plus other works, a further application has
contaminated”. – Please be aware.
been validated (13/01617/OUT) for a further 255 houses
MHDC e-mails – MHDC are changing the emails for all and other works including a pedestrian/cycle bridge over the
councillors from sometime around the end of April. Well Southern Link road. Again comments can still be made to
that is what they told us! Due to the uncertainty at present, Malvern Hills District Council on these two applications. A
I have included my personal contact details below until this further application (14/00079) for “new residential
development on existing residential curtilage - 5 units and
is up and working properly.
altered vehicular access” at Little Acre, Bath Road has been
Planning – Kempsey Ward – Development to the North submitted.
of The Limes – The “reserved matters” have been
submitted showing the layout for the houses to the north of Kempsey Garden Walk-a-bout – if you would like to take
the Limes – 14/00286/REM – comments can still be part by opening your garden for the garden walk-a-bout on
received. Have a look at the plans and what is proposed. 12th/13th July to “assist in raising money for local Charities”
then please contact John Webster 820848 or Gail Brooks
Discussions are still on-going, and you can still comment.
821823.
South Worcestershire Development Plan – No further
Road Works on A38 and Post Office Lane junction in
news this month.
Kempsey – The A38 has had various patchwork repairs
Planning – Kempsey Ward – Development to the South completed and is due to be “surface dressed” in the near future.
of The Lawns. – The two Outline applications
(13/01130/OUT) and (14/00021/OUT) with “All Matters Kempsey Flooding You may have seen an article in the
Reserved except for access”, for the erection of up to 80 Worcester News regarding a sign erected at Broomhall by St
dwellings and up to 110 dwellings respectively, have both Peters Garden Centre in the ditch and the post concreted.
been approved at the public meeting on Wednesday 7th May. There has also been approximately 50 meters of ditch filled
There are some on-going discussions with the developers to in with waste from the close by roundabout alterations. This
make sure that the roads of the two sites are inter- is being “monitored”!
connecting to make the finished site look like one, for the
developments to be accessed off the A38 via priority Clifton Quarry Extension – for the Kempsey Residents the
junctions (not roundabouts), requirement to submit Tarmac quarry is due to be extended to the East of the A38
additional details to ensure protected/retained trees are and possibly up to the Kempsey Boundary and be
appropriately protected, the affordable housing to be made operational for approx 18 years. – Keep an eye out for the
available to people in local need with a local connection for consultation and Planning Application. This will be a
a limited period post construction, improvements to local Worcestershire County Council application as “mineral
footpaths, Planning Services seeking further assurance from extraction”.
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Chairman’s Report May 2014

T

he formalities of the May Parish Council meeting saw
some changes in roles as Mr Trevor Geens was voted
in as Vice Chairman and I thank the outgoing holder Mr
Mike Stevens for all the support he offered me and hope
he will continue with the fine work his environment
committee have achieved in the previous year. We welcome
onto the council Dr Chris Waller, a resident of Stonehall
Common, who fills the vacancy left following the
resignation of Cllr Ann Hart who served the community as
a parish councillor for nineteen years and with other calls
on her time decided the time was right to go. We are sad to
lose her with her deep knowledge of the parish and its
recent history but thank her for all the hard work she has
put in over these many years for the benefit of the
community she represented.
Hopefully everyone has received their Annual
Newsletter including a flyer relating to the proposed
housing developments in and around the village and a
survey form trawling for the views of parishioners on the
future development of the parish and what they would like
to see included in the plan funded from the proceeds
developers are obliged to provide for community facilities.
All information received will be collated and presented at a
Neighbourhood Plan event scheduled for Saturday 7th
June which will be open to all parishioners. If you haven’t
had a copy please let our Clerk know and one will be got to
you as promptly as possible as your views are important.
The responses to the Graveyard Extension proposals
mentioned in the March report indicate that there is a large
majority in favour of keeping the graveyard open and
extended and the necessary funding requirements will be
discussed by the Parish Council along with the Parochial
Church Council in due course.

The Council recently purchased seven head of cattle to
assist in the management of Ashmoor Common.
Unfortunately one was deemed visually impaired by our vet
and has been returned to its original owner. The Council
anticipate that this purchase will prove to be both
financially and environmentally beneficial as last year’s
exercise turned out to be.
Sometime ago the council commissioned University of
Worcester art students to design a new logo for the parish
and the artwork produced by Ms Maddie Pegrum was duly
endorsed unanimously as representational of the parish and
will shortly be seen adorning our letterheads, street
furniture and other community assets.
In light of the upcoming centenary of the
commencement of World War 1 the council supplied
details of the Kempsey War Memorial to the War
Memorial Trust to obtain their opinion on the current
condition of the monument. The War Memorial trust
considered the memorial to be in good condition and that
the annual light clean was all that was required as
maintenance at present.
It was reported that due to lack of volunteers the
Kempsey Library situated in the Parish Hall would close.
This is a valuable facility and if anyone can assist in keeping
the library open please contact the Clerk in the first
instance.
Following the receding of the flood waters we have had
conducted an arboriculture survey of the trees in The
Rocky and many have been found to be in need of
attention and this work is planned to be carried out as soon
as possible to ensure the safety of all those parishioners
who enjoy this tranquil area.
John Michael
Chairman
Kempsey Parish Council
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KEMPSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Representatives

Mr M.J. Bannister, 52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 820180
Mr D Bevan, 17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP – Tel 820171
Mr. K Blackwell, 1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester. WR5 3PN – Tel. 820549
Mr B Bowley, 2 The Greens, Kerswell Green, Kempsey, Worc, WR5 3PE – Tel 371999
Mrs. C. Campbell, 7 Church Street, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JG – Tel. 828213
Mr T. Geens, 16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JE – 01905 820997
Mrs. P. Gerrard, 23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3PP – Tel. 820955
Mrs. A.E. Hart, 12A Ellsdon, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3NT - Tel. 820097
Mr A M Hay, Stanhurst, Fox Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3QD – Tel 820218
Mr. J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL - Tel. 820966
Miss A. Patrick, 90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3LH – Tel 828476
Mr A.C Rea, 56 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07980 233332
Mr M Stevens, 9 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07779 115264
Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office, Community Centre, Main Road, Kempsey WR5 3LQ
Telephone 01905 828183 Email – kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
“The Parish Office is located to the rear of The Community Centre. Office hours for the receipt of telephone calls are
9.30am to 12 noon on Monday to Friday of each week. The office is open to the public between 9.30am to 12 noon on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Outside these hours, messages may be left on the office answering machine and will be dealt with when the Clerk is next
on duty.”
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners may address The
Council during Democratic Half Hour at the start of each monthly meeting.
District Councillors
Mr. D. T. Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, Worcester . WR5 3LD - Tel. 828107
E-mail: david.harrison@malvernhills.gov.uk
Mr A C Rea, 56 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – 07980 233332
E-mail: adam.rea@malvernhills.gov.uk
County Councillor
Mr R Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green , Upton Upon Severn, Worcs, WR8 0QQ – 01684 593282
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
E-mail: roger.sutton@malvernhills.gov.uk
Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams – 0300 333 3000
E-mail sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Worcestershire Hub
E-mail: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
Telephone: 01684 862151 (Mon-Fri 8.00am to 6.00pm, Sat 9.00am to 1.00pm)
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF

