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From the Editor

Articles for March please to be received no later than Tuesday 11th February 3pm.

You can contact me at; susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

Please send articles of interest or any photographs you would like to share!
Missed an issue? then check our webpage below - under 'parish magazine'

www.severnsideparishes.co.uk

Front cover image - Ross Photographic Society, Ross-on-Wye
It seems such a long time since the Winter Fair, but I need to thank special people
John Watkinson, who you can see in the image below with Cathy Preen!
Apoloigies you were missed out previoulsy....

Advertise with us
Prices from £55
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Feature Articles

The Vicar Writes ..... Rev Mark Badger
On February 2nd the Church celebrates
the ancient festival of Candlemas and
we remember the story of when Jesus
was taken to the Temple in Jerusalem 40
days after he was born so that Mary and
Joseph could say thanks to God for their
Son.

Candlemas falls exactly half way between
winter and spring and in times before
people believed in pre Christian times
this day was known as The Festival of
Lights when they celebrated the increase
in strength of life the giving Sun and
that winter was turning to spring. The
Romans also had a tradition of lighting
candles to scare away evil spirits in the
winter.
It also became the day of the year when
all the candles that were going to be
used in church in the next year were
brought to church to have a special
prayer said over them – and that’s how
it became CANDLE – MAS – The Mass of
the Candles.
Centuries ago candles were important
not only because there were no electric
lights but because some people thought
that they gave protection against plague
and illness and famine.
One of the most interesting customs
took place in Scotland when in times
gone by, Candlemas was a time when
children brought candles to school so
that the classrooms could have light in
the dull days. As time moved on and gas
took over from candlelight, the children
brought money to the teacher who was
supposed to spend it on sweets and
cakes for the children. The boy or girl
taking the most money was declared the
Candlemas King or Queen and they ruled
for six weeks. They had power to make
one whole afternoon a week playtime
and they could let anyone they wished
off punishment!
Throughout history the themes of

darkness and light have been associated
with good and evil, with joy and pain,
and with despair and hope. These
themes have become powerful symbols
even today in our modern world where
light is instantaneous and available at
our finger-tips and where we understand
much more of what has previously been
unknown and so despatched to the
realms of darkness and even evil.
Just for a moment, think on how it must
have been only a few centuries ago to
be solely reliant on the flickering candle
flame for light - to have walked across
muddy fields and down narrow tracks in
the pitch dark to church - and here to sit
with squinted eye - peering at the small
pitch print of your prayer book.
Perhaps now we begin to understand
the power of these symbols - when the
darkness is not so easily overcome or
controlled!
Still further I want us to feel and try to
understand something of the deeper
symbolism of darkness and light.
Think how it must be - to live without
the benefit of modern medical
care - where the power of nature is
COMPLETELY irresistible - where there
is little explanation for the way things
are and where technology and scientific
knowledge are not yet born. Feel now
the power of darkness and the wonder
of the light.
And now - yes here and now - try to feel
some of that same helplessness and
even fear - in the place of the powerless
and frustrated - the oppressed and
marginalised of this world. Those whose
lives are full of darkness and there is
little light or hope - You can feel that
right here - right now in this village, in
this country and across the world.
That is what Jesus knew and felt in his
world, Day and night he was surrounded
by those who lived in the darkness -

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Church Services

2nd February

St Marys Kempsey 9.00am Holy Communion
St James, Norton 10.15am Morning Worship
St Denys Severn Stoke 10.30am Holy Communion
St Marys Kempsey 10.45am Xcite
St Marys Kempsey 6.00pm Holy Communion

9th February

St Marys Kempsey 8.00am Mattins
St James Norton 10.15am Holy Communion
St Marys Kempsey 10.45am Communion
St Denys Severn Stoke 3.15pm Evensong

16th February

St Marys Kempsey 9.00am Holy Communion
Norton Chapel 10.00am Joint Worship
St Marys Kempsey 10.30am Communion
St Denys Severn Stoke 10.30am Holy Communion

23rd February

St Marys Kempsey 8.00am Mattins
St James Norton 10.15am Holy Commuion
St Denys Severn Stoke 10.30am Morning Worship
St Marys Kempsey 10.30am Holy Communion
St James Norton 4pm Messy Cafe

1st March

St Marys Kempsey 9.00am Holy Communion
St James Norton 10.15am Morning Worship
St Denys Severn Stoke 10.30am Holy Communion
St Marys Kempsey 10.45am Xcite
St Marys Kempsey 6.00pm Holy Communion

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday
at 10.00 am at St Mary's followed by coffee
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The Vicar Writes ..... Cont..........

who were paralysed by their situation,
cocooneed by political and religious ropes,
strings, shackles, fetters and manacles.
At Candlemas the Church celebrates Christ
the light of the world - the brilliant light
which bursts forth to shatter the darkness
and sinfulness of our lives. In a way in his
earthly life Jesus abided in the darkness - and
he confronted it- when there was no food he said divide what you have it is enough for
all , when people said they could not pray
- he said - start praying like this Our Fatherand so it was that they ate and they prayed.

What Jesus did in his time was to take on the
darkness of the situation - and to empower
those around him to change the situation.
What I want us to meditate upon - is that
Christ empowers us as his disciples too but that might mean that we have to live
abide in that darkness - and to battle with
it - believing in that empowerment and have
faith enough to test it and test it again and
again. And we, living and acting in that way
may empower those around us too - and
thus begin to shed light in the dark places
and situations of this world.

All-you-can-eat

PANCAKE
SUNDAY
Come join us at St Marys Kempsey
for all the FREE pancakes you can
eat at our Xcite Family Service!

WHERE?
St Marys Kempsey

WHEN?

Flavours wil include:
Lemon, honey,
chocolate spread,
strawberry jam and
cream (all while
supplies last)

Sunday 2nd February
10:45am
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish Records

St Deny’s, Severn Stoke, St Mary Magdalen
Croome D’Abitot & St Mary the Virgin, Kempsey
Baptisim
Pippa Rose Bell
1st December 2019
Arlo Faull-Brown
15th December 2019
Simeon Joiner
19th December 2019
Edward & Caitlin Chapman
2nd February 2020
Mila Griffiths
23rd February 2020

Funerals
12th Nov
Winifred Holden
26th Nov
Mildred Harris
22nd Nov
John Grant

Tribute to John Grant

The family and I would like to express our grateful thanks to everyone who attended
John’s funeral last November at the crematorium. I was overwhelmed at the amount
of people there, around 150 we think.
We had a good time back at the Huntsman Inn, John’s local, chatting with family and
old friends. Thank you to Sean and Pauline for opening up the pub and to Sue who
put on a splendid buffet.
Thank you to everyone who helped me during John’s illness with cancer especially
Sue and John G.
Donations were collected and were divided between St. Richards Hospice and St.
Mary’s Church here in Kempsey the total being £741-00.
I also want to say thank you to the people who decorated their houses for Christmas
in St. Mary’s Close and donating the money raised for Cancer Research.
John and I lived happily in St. Mary’s Close for 46 years and raised our two children
plus dogs there. Thank you all once again.
Julia Grant

Thank you

St. Mary’s Flower Group

Carole and Larry Robins would like to
say a very big thank you to the good
Samaritans who stopped their cars and
came to our aid when Larry fell in Old
Rd North on Friday 13th December.
Fortunately we were on our way to
see Nurse Jane at the surgery. She
checked him over, cleaned him up and
tended the cuts, no serious injury was
sustained and he is healing well.
Thank you once again
Carole
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Thank-you to our team of Flower Arrangers
who have quietly and unobtrusively
enhanced the beauty of our Church over
the past year, with their lovely flower
arrangements. Particular thanks to those
who decorated the Church including the
porch, and the Christmas tree, over the
festive season. It all looked so welcoming
and attractive for worshippers and visitors
alike. Thank-you to all of our Flower
Arrangers who give of their time, resources
and skills so freely.
Wendy Coen

www.severnsideparishes.co.uk
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Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses
www.computerservicesworcester.co.uk

Computer Issues?
Then we can help!

Home Computer Services that include:
• Data recovery
• Repairs
• Virus & Spyware
removal

• Hardware &
Software supply

• Training

• Backups

For free initial assessment, please get in touch:

T: 07724 743 861
E: enquiries@computerservicesworcester.co.uk

Charlotte’s Silks & Cashmere







Bedspreads
Scarves
Ponchos
Pillow Cases
Eye Masks
Socks

www.silksandcashmere.co.uk
charlotte@silksandcashmere.co.uk
07769 903719 Stonehall Common

PROFESSIONAL CLOTHING ALTERATION
SERVICE BASED IN KEMPSEY
EXPERIENCED SEAMSTRESS WITH 30
YEARS IN INDUSTRY
CASUAL & EVENING, PROM, WEDDING,
BRIDESMAIDS DRESSES, MENSWEAR
MADE TO MEASURE CURTAINS, ROMAN
BLINDS AND SOFT FURNISHINGS
WORK ON SMALL REPAIRS, SIMPLE
TAILORING AND COMPLICATED
SEWING PROJECTS
QUICK TURNAROUND AND
COMPETITIVE PRICES
CALL ANGELICA 07825730001

• Hourly Care
• Daily Care
• Live in Care
Making a Difference Across Worcestershire

Join one of our ‘Award Winning’
teams rated by the Care Quality Commission
as Good, Good and Outstanding

01905 641 070
www.eclipsehomecare.co.uk
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Feature Articles

God in the Sciences
Fearfully and Wonderfully Made
Every person who ever lived was once
a sperm and an egg. Those two cells
fused together, and in nine months they
turned into a living, breathing, human
being. Each of us emerged from this
same embryonic development process,
which is highly complex and organised,
but variable enough to turn out a unique
individual every time.
If you like order – such as neat piles of
stationery, or tidy colour-coded files
– you will enjoy this story. One of the
most important stages of an embryo’s
development is when each section of the
body, from head to rump, takes on its
identity. Each part is told what shape to
take, and which limbs or internal organs
to grow: legs or arms, lungs or kidneys,
and so on.
The most beautiful part of this bodypatterning process is that it brings the
dimensions of time and space together
in such a neat way. The DNA instructions
for the procedure, known as genes, are
organised in the order in which they
are needed during development which
is also the order in which they appear
on the body. No other sets of genes are
known to be arranged in such a tidy
pattern.
So, as the embryo develops, the tissues
near the head end activate the first sets
of genes. Those active genes then make
all the proteins needed for that part of
the body to grow and develop in the
right way. The tissues just below the
head then switch on the second set of
genes, and so on. A wave of activation
passes down the embryo, specifying
each section of the trunk in turn.
The Wisconsin-based developmental
biologist Jeff Hardin often quotes Psalm
139 to express the wonder of embryonic

development. The Psalmist did not
understand how this process happened,
but he knew that it was a marvellous
thing. “For you created my inmost being;
you knit me together in my mother’s
womb…your works are wonderful, I
know that full well. My frame was not
hidden from you when I was made in the
secret place, when I was woven together
in the depths of the earth.”
The story of the tidy genes brings out the
hidden beauty in the very early stages
of embryonic development. The more
biologists get to find out about how we
came to be born, the more we can say,
“I am fearfully and wonderfully made”!
Written by Dr Ruth M. Bancewicz,
who is Church Engagement Director at
The Faraday Institute for Science and
Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes
on the positive relationship between
Science and Christian faith.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish Council Contacts
Name

Contact #

Address

Mr M Allen

01905 828196

Hollygate, Ellsdon, Kempsey, WR5 3NT

Mrs S Bott

01905 828408

18 Sallowbed Way, Kempsey, WR5 3WP

Mr R Bowley

01905 371999

2 The Greens, Kerswell Green, WR5 3PE

Mr S Clamp

0777 0922992

Sunnyside Farm, Old Road South, Kempsey, WR5 3NJ

Mr G Ferguson

01905 828006

147 Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3LH

Mr R Gardener

0772 916 9980 West Royd, 35 Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3NF

Mr T Geens

01905 820997

16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE

Mrs M Hemmings 0759 5897715

Colne House, 65 Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3NB

Mr N Stevens

01905 821100

1 Darwin Close, Kempsey, WR5 3SD

Mr R Thompson

01905 820370

Flat Holm, Stonehall Common Kempsey, WR5 3QG

Mr H Travers

01905 820572

Eastern Lodge, Old Road, Kempsey, WR5 3JZ

Dr C Waller

01905 828383

Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk & Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office
Community Centre, Main Road
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
T: 01905 828183
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Parish Office is located to the rear of
the Community Centre. Office is open
to the public between 10.00am & 14:00
Monday to Friday. Outside these hours,
messages may be left on the office
answering machine and will be dealt with
when the Clerk is next on duty.
Parish Council Meetings: Are held the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm
at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during
Democratic Half Hour at the start of each meeting. www.kempseyhub.co.uk
District Councillors
Mr D T Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 828107
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net

Mr J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close,
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
T: 01905 820966
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

County Councillor
Mr P Middlebrough, The Forge, Church Lane, Norton-juxta, Kempsey, WR5 2PS
T: 01905 821732 M: 07803437480 - E: pmiddlebrough@worcestershire.gov.uk
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
Worcestershire Hub
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk T: 01684 862151
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF
Local Beat Officer
PC Paul Kennedy T: 0300 333 3000 E: paul.kennedy@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome

FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS,
SEVERN STOKE

21st February 10.30 am
Severn Stoke Village Hall

Cheer yourselves up with delicious cakes and Coffee, a Bring and
Buy, including any surplus Christmas presents. This year we are
planning a Clothes Rail, so bring your clean pre-loved clothes,
coats, scarves and gloves etc.. Shoes too, although we haven’t
appointed a Prince Charming to ensure they will fit you!
Entry by Donations in aid of the Friends of St Denys funds.
SEVERN STOKE & KINNERSLEY
100 CLUB
December’s lucky winners were £30 to
Gwen Johnson and the Bumper Prize of
£100 went to Megan Daly, both of Severn
Stoke. January’s winner was Angie
Sawyer of Severn Stoke.
100 Club subs are due NOW (January
2020) from regular supporters. New
members always welcome. There is a
£30 winner each month with an
additional £100 bonus prize in December.
Cheques in favour of ‘Friends of St
Denys‘, please to:
John Henderson, 100 Club Secretary,
Meadow Hill House, Severn Stoke,
Worcester, WR8 9JP or Telephone
01905 371218 for more information
12

EASYFUNDRAISING
for The Friends of St Denys,
registered charity No: 1083190
Please sign up with

www.easyfundraising.org.uk to support
The Friends of St Denys

Please click the link as it is so easy to give
a donation to The Friends as you do your
everyday shopping. Our organisation is
registered with ‘easyfundraising’ and it
can receive a small percentage of the cost
of the item you are buying on line, at no
extra cost to you, if you are purchasing
through participating shops or sites, like
Argos, Public Utilities, John Lewis and
many more. Please Google and register to
see what a boost it would be to our funds,
without any added cost to you.

www.severnsideparishes.co.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome

Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Representatives
NEXT MEETING Wednesday 15th January 2020 & Wed 11th March
ANNUAL MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL @ 8PM
Severn Stoke & Croome Representatives
Stephen Watkins (Chairman)

Raymond Williams

Pat Preston (Vice Chairman)

Nikki Cox

Paul Sturgess

Graham Seward

Eileen Hadley

Royston Garrard

Rob Halling

Patricia Hodson

Heather Keating-Nash

VACANCY - please contact Lorna if
interested in role as Parish councillor

Mrs Lorna Gower, Clerk to -Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council
c/o Syringa, Green Lane, Naunton, WR8 0PY
T: 0772 5078156 E: severnstokeandcda@btinternet.com

KLINKS Subs: For the Severn Stoke,

Clifton, Kinnersley and High Green area.
Your subscriptions for next year’s KLINKS
Magazine of £4.00 (40p for 10 Issues)
became due on 1st September, 2019.
Please let your distributor have your sub
as soon as possible or send it by cash or
cheque in favour of ‘The Friends of St
Denys’ to John Henderson at Meadow
Hill House, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JP.
Any queries, please call John on 01905
371218. Many thanks

Tools with a Mission
If you have any unwanted tools we still
need lots of different types. Fully working
IT equipment, sewing machines, knitting
machines, haberdashery, power tools,
plumbers tools, children’s educational
books, carpentry tools, motor mechanic
tools, agricultural tools, builders tools.
Please contact Julie Brook on 820789

The Parish Hall at
Severn Stoke is a
Great place to hold parities!
To Book Call
Trish Rowe on
01905 371339
www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk

Kempsey Badminton Club
If you are an experienced badminton
player and you fancy a friendly game of
badminton we would love to welcome
you to our group.
We play all year round on Wednesday
and every third Tuesday, starting at 7pm.
As a social member it costs just £3 an
evening.....
Contact Jack Broomfield
01905 821330 or
07583619748
for more information!

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

PRO DRIVEWAYS

Professional Service
Quality Materials
Experienced Team
Driveway Design

Professional Driveway Installations

Specialist in block paving, tarmac driveways & driveway cleaning
Professional & friendly service guaranteed

Contact Sam today for a free no-obligation quote!
01905 887867 - 07903 774 171 - info@prodriveways.uk
2 The Paddocks, Broughton Hackett, Worcester, WR7 4BG

Opening hours:

Mon to Frid 8am - 5:30pm
Saturday 8pm - 4pm
A comprehensive range of Animal Feeds always in stock

Our Country Store is packed full of Rural Essentials Plenty of parking with carry to your car service!

Safety Footwear
Electric Fencing,
Ratchets and Straps
Sealey Tools
Power Tools
Worklights
Oil, Fluids/ Lubricants

Dashcams
Strimmer Cord
Battery Chargers
Welding Supplies
Toolboxes
Generators
Overalls & Clothing

Model Tractors
Logsplitters
ATV Quad Locks
Towing Accessories
Water Fittings
Pressure Washers
Fuel Containers

Tractor Paint
Cutting & Grinding
Discs
BOC Gas
Lawnmowers
Robotic Mowers
Chainsaws

Hedgecutters &
Lithium power
hedgecutters
Compact Tractors
ATV Quads
…and much much
more !

FLEET LANE, BREDON, TEWKESBURY GLOS. GL20 7EF
We are on B4080/Tewkesbury Road just by the Motorway Bridge
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Feature Articles
Make Time to Explore the
Forest of Dean and
Wye Valley in 2020
f you’ve not yet ventured to this
beautiful area, there is plenty for
everyone to see and do in this ancient
forest and wild river valley. Spanning
the three counties of Gloucestershire,
Herefordshire and Monmouthshire,
there are breath-taking views, acres of
forest, history, culture, art, great local
food and drink and of course plenty of
outdoor activities suitable for all ages
and abilities.

I

Amongst the unique landscape of
forested hillsides, rocky outcrops and
unspoilt villages you will find castles,
museums and cathedrals aplenty, foodie
spots to satisfy all tastes, and gorgeous
places to stay from log cabins, cute
cottages to stylish boutique hotels and
quirky glamping spots.
Discover a host of great activities and
entertainment too, for adventureseekers, there’s mountain biking, zipwires and kayaking, for explorers there’s
a great range of attractions, from the
magical Puzzlewood featured in many
films and TV programmes to caves and

steam trains, and for something more
relaxing, why not enjoy the sculpture
trail, a castle or ruin such as the
spectacular Tintern Abbey, a museum or
perhaps a cathedral! This rich and varied
area caters for all tastes.
There are market towns and characterful
villages too, ideal for sightseeing and
shopping, theatres and dining. Ross-onWye makes for a lovely day out with its
historic buildings and tea rooms. Or why
not venture to Monmouth, Coleford or
Chepstow to explore somewhere new
and make a day of it.
For places to
eat there are
Michelin starred
restaurants,
historic pubs,
cafes, tearooms
and a wonderful
range of awardwinning local
food and drink.
Stock up in one
of the farm
shops or delis,
full of locally
sourced produce
from cheese to
meat, cider to
gin.

Cont.......

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

Wild Contracts
Tree Surgeons

All aspects of tree work undertaken
Crown work, dismantling, felling,
waste removal, stump grinding,
woodland management &
general advice

Fruit Tree Management:

Re-establish of shape, vigour & fruiting

Hedge Management:

Trimming, leylandii control,
restoration & topiary
Dry, seasoned firewood
always available
NTPC Qualified * £10m Public Liability
Based in Kempsey

www.wildcontracts.co.uk
01905 425181 - 07847 272005
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W

alking is one of the main
pastimes in the Forest of
Dean, with miles of footpaths
including those suitable for
pushchairs and wheelchairs
and even off road trampers
available to hire. There are cycle
routes and dedicated mountain
biking tracks too and a circular
family cycle track with bike hire
available from several locations.
There are adventure activities
from high ropes and archery to
zip wires and zorbing. There are
golf courses and spas, cookery
schools and museums too.
History and heritage plays a key
role with the area known for its
strong mining history and a range
of caves and mines to visit as
well.
With spring just around the
corner, the area is one of the
best places in the UK to see
bluebells, plus there are world
famous daffodil displays,
foraging opportunities, wildlife
experiences, birdwatching
and the great outdoors which
offers a wide range of activities
throughout the year.

The Forest of Dean and
Wye Valley is a fabulous
place to visit at any time
of year, so what are you
waiting for?
For more information,
including events, news
and inspiration for your
visit go to:
www.wyedeantourism.co.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses
Mobile Hairdresser &
Supporting
Independence

60
Plus

Meals
Transport
Shopping
Local Appointments

Contact Jane on
Mob: 07917 821608

Hen
Duck
Bantham

T� � C����
G���� S�� ���, K������
W�������� �� 5 3 ��
T��: 01905 820795

Mobile Massage Therapist
Swedish ~ Deep Tissue ~ Aromatherapy &
Pregnancy Massage

Book Now with Sophie
07496 300072
S.gmassage@outlook.com
Fully Qualified & Insured

Lisa’s

Mobile Hairdressing
For all ages
Ladies & Gents
Special OAP Rates

T: 07990 641862

Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01905 409710
07798 790913

•

Certificate issued

Andysweeps.com

•

Weekend/Evening sweeps available

•

Traditional brush/Power sweep

•

Stove maintenance
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Parish Council

‘FROM YOUR PARISH
COUNCIL’
Chris Waller, Chairman

I

am pleased to report that
Cllr Susan Bott joined the Parish
Council in January, reducing the
number of vacancies by one and
going some small way to address the
imbalance between men and women
on the Council. We still have a vacancy
for one Councillor and applications
would be very welcome; application
forms can be obtained from the Parish
Office.
Also at that meeting an increase in the
parish precept for 2020-2021 of 4.4%
was agreed. This is the first significant
increase for several years and will
mean an increase in the precept for an
average household in the parish of £3.
A proposal at the meeting for the
Parish Council to declare a Climate
Emergency was however deferred
to allow time for consideration of
the action plan being developed by
the District Council which is due to
be published by the end of March.
As well as seeking to reduce carbon
emissions generated by the District
Council's own activities, the plan
will also look at what can be done
to support businesses and inspire
residents to go carbon neutral too.
However, in anticipation that the
Parish Council will adopt at least
part of the plan, the Council agreed
on a 1% increase in the budget to
support measures to promote and
implement the reduction of carbon
emissions in the parish in the coming
year. We are also waiting to see what
climate change related initiatives
the County Council, who have not
declared a climate emergency, and
the government, who have, will be
proposing.

On a related topic, we shall be
seeking a grant from EU funds
already allocated to Worcestershire
to encourage wildlife, pollinators
and increased biodiversity across the
Parish’s green spaces, principally the
commons. Enhancing biodiversity
is a policy established in the
Neighbourhood Plan. If successful
in obtaining funding, we anticipate
starting work in September. The
participation of the community in
deciding where and how to best use
this funding would be most welcome.
Please contact the Parish Office if you
would like to be involved.
The current Neighbourhood Plan
was adopted in November 2017 and
will be reviewed this year to see how
effective our policies are and whether
changes need to be made to the
Plan. If you would like to participate
in this process or have comments,
please contact Cllr Rob Gardener
at the contact number given in this
magazine.
Our thanks to whoever cleaned the
graffiti from the Kempsey road sign
at the top of Post Office Lane on the
13th January, your efforts are much
appreciated. Some psychologists
apparently attribute this kind of
vandalism to a need for social
inclusion. In other cases it is evidently
used to mark territory. Whatever the
reason, anyone seeing this kind of
anti-social behaviour is requested to
report it to the police.
For information regarding the
activities of the Parish council,
please refer to one of the six Parish
Noticeboards or to the website

www.kempseyhub.co.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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ANDREW’S BUILDING SERVICES

Footprints
Footcare

General Construction, Refurbishment & Maintenance
I cover many aspects of the building trade, so get in touch
to discuss your needs.
Call me now on: 07794402356
Email: abs.wr2@gmail.com

Home visits for:
Nail cutting & care
Corn removal
Callus reduction
Verrucae treatments
Routine diabetic footcare
Rachel Maycroft DipCFHP, MPSPract
FOOT HEALTH PRACTITIONER

Phone: 01905 820078
mobile: 07972 248646

Email: rmaycroft21@btinternet.com
Member of the Accredited Register of Foot Health Practitioners
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Windows, Doors
Conservatories
Repairs & Sealed
Units
01905 841900
glassier.co.uk

Parish News
Members of Kempsey WI were
transported thousands of miles away
when Jackie Oakley described part of her
adventures across the globe.
What had started out as a few weeks’
sailing holiday with a man she had been
introduced to through a dating agency
turned into a 9½ year journey – and an
even longer lasting relationship. The
success of gentle trips along the Turkish
coast led the pair to consider crossing the
Atlantic. Even this was only supposed to
last 3 weeks, but the tougher challenges
of the ocean prolonged the voyage.
Although Jackie’s talk only covered the
start of their mammoth trip, the couple
eventually progressed on to the Pacific
and beyond, after having spent many
months in South and Central America.
During this time, they dodged hurricanes,
were mugged and their boat suffered
engine failure. Experiences included
the dubious wonders of Venezuelan
transport by buses and dugout canoes.
Jackie brought examples of intricately
designed colourful molas to the meeting
hand sewn by members of the Cuna
people on the Panama San Blas Islands.
Hilary Wallace won the monthly
competition for an interesting tea towel.
Kempsey’s team made a great start
to the WI skittles season – winning
both of their first two matches in the
Worcestershire Federation competition.
In an away match at Hanley Swan British
Legion Club, they beat Hanley Swan by
194 points to 170, with Kempsey’s Penny
Warren being top scorer of the night.
The second match was at The Crown
pub in Kempsey, against Guarlford. In a
close-fought match, Kempsey triumphed
by 185 points to 179. Sue Fitzjohn was
Kempsey’s highest scorer.
The December meeting at Kempsey
Parish Hall was a Christmas party, with
a splendid array of food supplied by

members and table
decorations made
by Janet Enock
and Janet Jeynes.
Entertainment
was in the form of
a quiz and game
of pass the parcel
– where forfeits provided an energetic
demonstration of dancing The Twist!

Mark Salmon

39 Years’ Experience

Carpentry & Joinery

Kitchens, Doors, Windows, Laminate
& Solid Oak Flooring
Property Maintenance
Commercial & Domestic

Tel: 01905 820 373
Mob: 07970 504 106

R.S.B. DECORATIONS
Local Kempsey
Professional Decorator
All aspects of Decorating
undertaken
• Interiors & Exteriors
• Kitchen units hand painted
• Wooden flooring renovation
• Granite work top repairs
• Sash windows
• End of Tenancy freshen-up
• Apply Epoxy floor paint for garages,
cellars, sheds etc.
• Specialists in Black + White, Historic
& Listed Buildings

Est. 34 years
01905 821453 / 0785 1225277
E: roger.bent@btinternet.com

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Sandie Davis Physiotherapy

Are you suffering from
Back or Neck Pain,
Sciatica, Knee Pain, Joint
Strain, Muscle Ache or
Arthritis?
From Sports Injuries to
Gardening Pains…

At Kempsey we tailor our physiotherapy
services to suit you and your requirements

CHARTERED PHYSIOTHERAPIST
MEMBER OF THE HEALTH PROFESSIONAL COUNCIL
REGISTERED FOR ACUPUNCTURE & PAIN RELIEF
REGISTERED WITH MOST INSURANCE PROVIDERS

Contact me to book your Appointment on

07930 162546

Kempsey Treatment Room
6 Windmill Lane
Kempsey

Your Local, Independent Funeral Directors
24hr personal service
Qualified and experienced
Private chapel of rest

Home visits available
Pre Paid Funeral Plans
Green Funerals
Hanley Road

Pershore

WR8 0PA

WR10 1DU

01684 594971
www.jacksonfamilyfunerals.com

01386 552724
office@jacksonfamilyfunerals.com

Award Winning Funeral Directors
Our Family Serving Yours

www.sandiedavisphysiotherapist.co.uk
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County Councillor

KEMPSEY NEWS FROM
YOUR COUNTY COUNCILLOR

PAUL
MIDDLEBROUGH
County Councillor
Croome Division

The New Year has arrived and I hope you had a happy and joyous

Serving the parishes
and town councils of
Earls Croome,
Hill Croome, Kempsey,
Ripple,
Severn Stoke &
Croome d’Abitot,
Upton-upon-Severn

Worcestershire County Council has now set the framework for its

Christmas. Thank goodness the political uncertainties of the last few
years seem to be over. One very practical point that struck me during
this election campaign was how difficult it is identify some individual
houses. You would be surprised how many houses do not have clearly
visible numbers or name plates. Just take a moment to see if your
house number or name is easy to see and identifiable from the edge of
your property. Ask yourself the question, if you called an ambulance
would they readily find your house from just the post code or would
they have to waste time seeking out the name or number?

budget in the coming year on which it is to consult. The key points are
1.99% to provide financial support for the delivery of outcomes in line
with the Corporate Plan Shaping Worcestershire's Future and the
priorities identified by the public and business community together
with 2.00% for Adult Social Care services in order to contribute to
existing cost pressures due to Worcestershire's ageing population.

Contact Details
01905 821 732
07803 437 480

The Forge,
Church Lane,
Norton-juxta-Kempsey.
Worcester WR5 2PS

As a result, the Council projects it will have an additional £14.5 million

income in 2020/21 to spend on Council revenue services. However,
whilst income is growing, it is not increasing fast enough to keep pace
with the complexity and demand of all our services, inflation, and the
National Living Wage. In 2020/21 we need to invest £13.2 million in
Adults Social Care and £4.7 million in Children's Social Care and
Transport (following investment already of £14.1 million and £7.7
Pmiddlebrough@
million in 2019/20 respectively). That comes on top of £10.5 million
worcestershire.gov.uk
reprioritised to Children's safeguarding and placements in 2018/19,
making a total investment in Adults and Children’s over the last three
years of £30.9 million and £22.9 million respectively. This reflects a
significant increase in the volume, complexity and cost of care. Whilst
the additional funding for 2020/21 is welcomed it needs to be
confirmed as ongoing, and it only addresses the pressures of today,
demand and costs are forecast to continue to increase so a permanent
national funding/policy solution is still needed.

Much of the work of the County Council is about looking after vulnerable people. It is a horrible fact that nearly 10
domestic abuse notifications have been referred to schools since the launch of Operation Encompass 12 months
ago. Operation Encompass, operating in partnership with West Mercia Police, Worcestershire Children First and
schools, first started in November 2018 and aims to support children and young people exposed to domestic abuse.
It ensures that a member of the school staff is trained to enable them to work with the police and children’s
services in receiving and using the information that has been shared in confidence.
FINALLY, ONCE AGAIN I WILL ASK, HAVE YOU USED THE BUSES TO GO INTO
WORCESTER?
REMEMBER IF THEY ARE NOT USED THEIR FUTURE CANNOT BE GUARANTEED.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Your local specialist in:

Deep tissue or sports massage
Oncology massage
Scar reduction work
Kinesiology taping

Helping you to relieve tension,
aid recovery and restore mobility.

Ellen Woodley MISRM

NEW LOCATION
Church Lane, Norton
WR5 2PS

07854 750 749
flexback.co.uk

Bringing Fibre Broadband
DIRECTLY TO EVERY HOME
& BUSINESS IN KEMPSEY

ited
Lim offer
e
m
i
t
UP

N

SIG

WODE
NO
ER C
O F F LT R A

U S E M P-U
KE

ULTRAFAST UNLIMITED

150Mbps*

Download Speed

50Mbps*
Upload speed

RRP £38/MONTH
Oﬀer £24.99†/MONTH

 : 01905 953 819
 : hello@airband.co.uk
airband.co.uk/kempsey

✔ Leased Lines Available
✔ Service Level Agreement
(SLA) Available

ULTRAFAST UNLIMITED+

250Mbps*

Download Speed

75Mbps*
Upload speed

RRP £47/MONTH
Oﬀer £34.99†/MONTH

✔ Various packages available
up to 1Gbps* (1000Mbps)
download speed

*Median speed. †This is a 12 month contract. Oﬀer ends 31/10/2019.
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Saying Yes to Life The Archbishop of
Canterbury's
Lent Book 2020
By Ruth Valerio
£7.99 SPCK
Saying Yes to Life lifts our focus from
natural, everyday concerns to issues
that are having an impact on millions of
lives around the world. As people made
in the image of God, we are entrusted
to look after what He has created: to
share in God’s joy and ingenuity in
making a difference for good. Ruth
Valerio imaginatively draws on the Days
of Creation (Genesis 1) as she relates
themes of light, water, land, the seasons,
other creatures, humankind, Sabbath
rest and resurrection hope to matters
of environmental, ethical and social
concern.
Reflections for Lent
2020, By Steven Croft,
Christopher Herbert
and John Pritchard,
CHP, £4.99
Reflections for
Lent is designed to
enhance your spiritual
journey through the forty days from
Ash Wednesday to Holy Saturday (26
February - 11 April 2020). Covering
Monday to Saturday each week, it
offers reflections on readings from the
Common Worship Lectionary, written
by some of today's leading spiritual and
theological writers.
It is ideal for individuals and groups
seeking Lectionary-based reflections
for use during Lent and Holy Week, or
for anyone wishing to try Reflections
for Daily Prayer before committing to a
year's worth of material. It also features
a simple form of morning and night
prayer and a guide to Lent by David
Hoyle.

Book Review
The Heart Of It All - the Bible's Big
Picture, By Samuel Wells, BRF, £9.99
As a collection of
66 books spanning
thousands of years, the
Bible can be daunting
in size and scope. In
The Heart of It All, the
Canterbury Press Lent
book for 2020, Samuel
Wells simplifies the
Bible's complexity and presents the
entire sweep of its narrative in 18 key
themes.
Although its contents range from history
to poetry, law, narrative, letters and
even apocalyptic literature, at the Bible's
heart are relationships between God,
creation, Jesus, the Church, the Spirit
and the Kingdom.
Samuel Wells argues that this provides
a lens through which the whole Bible
can be understood. Rooted in the best
of contemporary biblical theology and
scholarship, The Heart of It All will
deepen understanding of the Bible and
increase confidence in reading it.
You Are Mine: Daily
Bible readings from
Ash Wednesday to
Easter Day
By David Walker,
BRF, £8.99
At this time of
Lent, David Walker
explores different
aspects of human
belonging through
the medium of scripture and story, in
order to help us recognise the different
ways in which we are God’s beloved.
And as we recognise ourselves and
our own lives in the narrative of God’s
engagement with humanity and his
creation, he gently challenges us to
engage for God’s sake with God’s world.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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M.O.T. Only £35.00
Passenger Cars & Light Commercials - Class 4
Free Re-test within 10 days
service & repairs to all makes & models

WE STOCK AN EXCELLENT RANGE OF QUALITY USED VEHICLES ALL OF WHICH
WILL BE SERVICED & GIVEN A FULL MOT TEST PRIOR TO DELIVERY
ALL CARS CARRY A FULL 3 MONTHS WRITTEN WARRANTY
PART EXCHANGE POSSIBLE
* QUALITY USED VEHICLES SOURCED TO ORDER *
* MECHANICAL & ELECTRIAL REPAIRS & SERVICE TO ALL
MAKES & MODELS *
* COMPUTERISED ENGINE DIAGNOSTICS ON ALL
MAKES & MODELS FOR ONLY £35 *
* TYRES, EXHAUSTS & BATTERIES SUPPLIED & FITTED AT COMPETITIVE PRICES
PLUS COMPUTERISED FOUR WHEEL ALIGNMENT *
* AIR CONDITIONING SERVICE, RE-GASSING, & REPAIRS BY
QUALIFIED ENGINEERS *
* PAINTWORK & BODY REPAIRS, SMART REPAIRS & SCUFFS ETC.
AT COMPETITIVE RATES *

OLD ROAD SOUTH,

KEMPSEY, WORCESTER WR5 3NJ

T: 01905 828100
www.sunnyside-garage.co.uk / E: mark@sunnysidecars.co.uk
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For our Younger readers!

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

The Complete
Property Improvement Package
Free Quotations
*Carpentry & Painting
*Bespoke Furniture & Joinery
Manufacturing
*Fitted Bedrooms &
Kitchens Installations
*Garden & Property Maintenance

T:01905 670637

www.rp-joinery.com
www.rpjoineryshop.com
28
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Fundraising Goals for 2020 at The Lawns
As you know, at The Lawns we like to move forwards
as well as remember back; so this year we have set
ourselves a fundraising goal. Throughout 2020, we will be raising funds to purchase a
“Tiny Tablet” to further our person-centred care through technology.
Quite why it is called a “Tiny Tablet” is a mystery to us! It is in fact a fully interactive,
large touch table, which is used the same way as a smart phone or iPad. It provides
CQC and Care Inspectorate Compliant software, with sensory and game Apps and
internet access. The tablet is battery powered with no flexes – so no trip hazard
risk - and residents would be able to sit around the tablet table for interactive group
activities. It is also fully portable and would link into the Wi-Fi throughout our home.
It could easily be moved to each resident’s room and angled, for use one-to-one, for
individual hobbies or to Skype friends and families.
Research strongly suggests that mental stimulation reduces the chances of
Alzheimer’s and dementia developing. With a range of sensory, learning and game
Apps there are many options with the Tiny Tablet to stimulate, challenge and spark
those brain synapses.
We have seen first-hand how listening to music on an iPad can spark memories and
bring so much joy. We believe that
opening up the world of technology
in an interactive tablet way,
helps our residents feel in touch
with the world and can reduce
feelings of isolation. Showing our
residents how to browse the web
and the internet’s possibilities, is
an excellent way of helping them
retain engagement with things that
interest them. Forging links across
the world – for example, with our
care home pen-pals in Minnesota,
and closer to home to keep in
touch with family and friends
through Skype and email.
As you can imagine, with any
technology the costs are huge, but
we have raised over 50% so far and
we have lots of fundraising events
lined up for 2020.
We look forward to welcoming
you. Please call 01905 821 388 or
check our Facebook page for more
information.
The Lawns, 33 Main Road,
Kempsey Worcester WR5 3NF
Joy Hoskins,
The Lawns Activities Co-ordinator
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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• NEW & USED SALES • SERVICING & MOT
• PARTS & ACCESSORIES • MECHANICAL & BODY REPAIR
Your local, one-stop, independent, family-owned destination for
new and used Kia and Mazda cars. VISIT US IN KEMPSEY!
EMAIL enquiries@edwardsmotors.co.uk WEBSITE edwardsmotors.co.uk

KIA 01905 828828

MAZDA 01905 828800

TM

MOTORHOMES

NEW & USED SALES
DEDICATED TEAM
OF SPECIALISTS
HABITATION
SERVICING
PAINT, BODY
AND FIBREGLASS REPAIRS

CALL 01905 829000 EMAIL enquiries@edwardsmotorhomes.co.uk
WEBSITE edwardsmotorhomes.co.uk

19 MAIN ROAD, KEMPSEY, WORCESTER WR5 3PA
30EDW-009 Edwards Kempsey Magazine 195x134mm.indd
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Parish News
I’ve seen a new property advertised which
I’d like to rent and am thinking about
putting a holding deposit down.
However, the rent is really cheap - should I
be worried it’s a scam?
You’re right to be cautious if the rent is a lot cheaper than the market rate. Don’t be
hurried into paying a deposit before you view the property and look at your tenancy
agreement.
Viewing the property is important - not least so that you can see if it’s as advertised.
If the landlord refuses, or is evasive, take this as a possible warning sign they are
not legitimate. Even if you have seen the property, it’s still important to check your
tenancy agreement carefully.
You should expect your tenancy agreement to give the name and address of the
landlord, along with their contact details. Ask for this information to be added if it’s
not already included.
If no contract is provided, or information on your landlord is missing, this is another
red flag that the letting could be a scam.
Finally, it’s a good idea to see if the landlord is a member of a professional landlord
association or is accredited by the local council. Membership isn’t compulsory, but it
will mean they are legitimate and will operate to a minimum standard.
Trust your instincts and if in any doubt, don’t part with your money. For further help
on identifying possible scams contact your local Citizens Advice, or call the Citizens
Advice consumer service on 03454 04 05 06.
For further information and advice, contact your local Citizens Advice Bureau or see
www.adviceguide.org.uk - Your local Bureau 01684 563611

The very first Valentine card: a legend
The Roman Emperor Claudius II needed soldiers.
He suspected that marriage made men want to stay
at home with their wives, instead of fighting wars,
so he outlawed marriage.
A kind-hearted young priest named Valentine felt
sorry for all the couples who wanted to marry, but
couldn’t. So secretly he married as many couples
as he could - until the Emperor found out and
condemned him to death. While he was in prison
awaiting execution, Valentine showed love and
compassion to everyone around him, including
his jailer. The jailer had a young daughter who was blind, but through Valentine’s
prayers, she was healed. Just before his death in Rome on 14 February, he wrote her
a farewell message signed ‘From your Valentine.’
So, the very first Valentine card was not between lovers, but between a priest about
to die, and a little girl, healed through his prayers.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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The Hair Gallery

Gutter cleaning

Unisex Hair Salon
01905 821532

up to three stories

Block pave drives

R/O Community Centre
Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3LQ

cleaned, sanded &
sealed as required
Plus
All styles of plastic
guttering fitted
half round, square line,
deep flow and O’gee!

For a local friendly service
call Tim Davis for a free quote

Open Wednesday to Saturday
Late night Thursdays
TheHairGalleryKempsey
Gary Jarvis
HANDYMAN SERVICES

01905 820137 / 07889 445353

12A Old Road South, Kempsey, WR5 3NJ
I live in Kempsey & available to undertake most jobs at very
competitive rates. The types of jobs which you or your
family can’t or won’t do - I will DO IT!
FENCING - GARDENING
LANDSCAPING - LAWN MOWING
HEDGE & TREE CUTTING
PATIO LAYING - BLOCK PAVING
PLUMBING & MUCH MORE JUST ASK!
I’m totally Reliable, Fully Insured & my sense of humour is
completely free of charge as are my quotes….
So, if you need a job doing - Call GARY

07988 455899

The missing piece of your
retirement plan
A Lifetime Mortgage
could help fill the gap in your
finances, allowing the comfortable
retirement you deserve
Contact us
for qualified and impartial advice

Call us on 0333 443 9171 or 07815 541614
email: nchessman@accessequityrelease.com
or find us at www.accessequityrelease.com
This is a lifetime mortgage. To understand the features and risks please ask for a personalised
illustration. Our fixed advice fee is £1,495.
A lifetime mortgage may impact your entitlement to means tested benefits and the
inheritance you may leave.

78-80 Portsmouth Road, Surbiton, KT6 5PT

FCA Registered address, 78-80 Portsmouth Road, Surbiton, KT6 5PT. FCA number 459763.
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Feature Articles

KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB - Malcolm Hay, Secretary
Belated New Year greetings! January having
already disappeared in a flash, we may see
February go much the same way (if not
faster). This is in part because the Club
has a very busy schedule, which will keep
us (and we hope some of you!) suitably
occupied.
Our month commences with the first of
our regular inter-club photographic battles,
this based on 25 images per club and to be
held on Monday 10th at Webheath DPC in
Redditch. Our first formal meeting will be
on Wednesday 12th, when our Members'
Evening is to take the form of a "choice of
image" session. This will involve members
submitting images for scrutiny and comment
by a panel of four of our more experienced
and successful photographers, with a view
to helping all to pick their best shots for
competitive situations.

Following this we then have our second
(and longest-standing) inter-club battle, this
on Wednesday 19th when our visitors will
be Digibox CC of Worcester and the result
will depend on 20 images per club. To end
the month we will have our second regular
meeting, which will be on Wednesday 26th February. At this Tal Chohan will give an
illustrated talk entitled: "From Sandwell To India".
We are always delighted to welcome visitors - those interested in photography and
those in a specific subject or speaker - at our meetings. While we hope that some
might become involved in our thriving, sociable, broadly-based and inclusive Club,
there is no obligation! Our sixteen meeting schedule for this season will cover the
second and fourth Wednesdays of each month from September (excepting late
December), with all meetings commencing at 7.30 pm. We meet in the Kempsey
Community Centre in Main Road, Kempsey. We seek to encourage and inspire each
other by holding competitions, practical evenings and outings, and by hosting talks
and demonstrations of photographic work, both that of members and of guests.
Membership of the Club is available at what we consider a very reasonable rate of
£30 for the season (for all 16 meetings, including refreshments). Further details of
all this is always available to view on our website at www.kempseycameraclub.uk
We look forward to seeing you on 12th, 19th or 26th February. Or, if this isn't
possible, on another future occasion.
In the meantime, the colourful image displayed with this article is "English Meadow"
by Terry Barnett, which was placed 7th in our Open Prints (Colour) competition in
November 2019.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Feature Articles

Teddies for Tragedies.....
Thank you for all the Teddies... Please keep knitting
as they bring so much joy... see images below!

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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John Owens (LLB) is the trusted advisor
for Age UK Worcester and Malvern.
Specialist advice on:

Wills
Trusts

Care Fee Funding
Funeral Plans
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Free, no obligation home visits
available, call John for a chat.

T 01905 695450
M 07807 869486
W www.owensestateplanning.co.uk

The Garden Guru
John D. Sinclair

Plantsman – Woodsman
Gardener – Coach
Renovations, New Plantings
Pruning, Produce,
Propagation & Maintenance
Much more than just lawns & hedges!

Mobile Dog Shop
We can come to you at home so you can
choose from our huge range of items
Only healthy, tasty food & treats
Large range of equipment
Advice on food & equipment, with free
fitting available at various class venues

Kennel Club Accredited Dog Trainer
For more details of classes & venues
contact us at.....
Lisa Jacksons Dog Training Services Ltd

07743 16 44 22
jdsinclair2013@gmail.com
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T: 01905 828398
M: 07817 887319
W.lisajacksondogtraining.co.uk
E:lisa@lisadogs.co.uk

District Councillor
District Councillor David Harrison “February 2020” Report
Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other items that I have been
th
involved with recently. Produced on 14 January 2020. Please note that the contents of this
page are provided by David Harrison who is the sole person responsible for the contents.

Jan and I hope that you all had a good Christmas
and we wish you all the best in this new decade.
We must also thank all those friends who
th
attended our “jolly” on 11 January at Seaborne
Leisure. The food was outstanding and the
company and “John Bray” disco great. A total of just over
£400 was raised for the Worcester Breast Haven Cancer
Group.
Events – I have attended 24 meetings in the two months
th
since the last report on 18 November, a conference in
Bromsgrove and also a visit to the new facilities for the
changing rooms, conference facilities and new 4G artificial
playing surface at Malvern Town Football Club. This now
has fantastic facilities. Jan and I attended a wonderful Christmas Lunch with
Kempsey Cornflower group at Seaborne’s in December.
Kempsey Flood Defences – The Environment Agency are patrolling the flood
defence as and when needed and keeping the village safe. Still no news on Severn
Stoke Flood Defences but I have a meeting in February with the EA over this. Road
flooding has been reduces (but not eliminated) since had discussions and site visits
with Jack Adams (Drainage Officer at Malvern Hills). Problems in Taylors Lane and
Draycott Lane and part of Bestmans Lane with gully’s blocked and just waiting for
the equipment to become available to clear these. Taylors Lane was cleared on the
weekend before Christmas to stop properties flooding.
Kempsey Buses – I have to thank everybody who has
contacted me saying that they are so pleased that we have
these buses (service 332). The service between Worcester
and Kempsey seems fine – not as many passengers as
required but there are very few passengers going to and
from Severn Stoke, other villages towards Upton and then on
to Hanley Castle.

Use the buses or lose them

Ketch Roundabout and Southern Link Road – The work
has started to widen the A38 from the Ketch pub to the
roundabout which will mean altering the pedestrian crossing,
moving the street lights and widening the carriageway. This
will mean that there will be lane closures and full closures –
look out for the on-site signs. The same is due to happen on the Kempsey side of the
roundabout but I am not sure when this is due to commence or exactly what is to happen.
Delays will occur. Clerkenleap Garage opened just before Christmas – a wonderful effort to
make the opening date. Various lane and possible night time closures will occur over the next
three months on the Southern Link Road.
Cont......

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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T. 01905 928173

www.mylittleprincessparties.co.uk/jandk

Mobile Servicing & Repair of
Domestic Petrol Powered
Garden Equipment
Call Rach on 07597579565
or Mark 07760476538
email: mobilemowerfix@gmail.com
to book a visit or get a quote
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District Councillor
SWDPR (South Worcestershire Development Plan Review) – The SWDPR
consultation has closed and there were over 10,000 responses to this. Full details
will be passed on as to where these can be viewed, when available.
https://www.swdevelopmentplan.org
Worcester Parkway Station – This was due to open on 16th December but has
been delayed. Still not exactly sure of the opening date but could and should be
sometime soon.
Other Works – The footpath between the A38 through to Meadow Close has finally
be re-surfaced and what a great job it now looks. There are a couple of problems
and hopefully these will be addressed by the County
Council. This was negotiated by
Adam Rea and myself when he
was my co-councillor and has
taken 6 years to be completed.
But we are there and it should
last many years. Old Road
South will be closed for
drainage works close to the
junction with Pixham Ferry Lane
for the new development and
this will be a complete closure
including pedestrians. No dates
yet available. There are to be various roadwork’s on the
Southern Link towards Powick and also on the A38 by
the Ketch Roundabout – take care.
House in Church Street – works are progressing and this important landmark has not
been forgotten
Village Broadband – Airband have started installing Super fast fibre broadband to
the village which will have speeds up to 1Gbps. This is Fibre to the property and they
were as promised operational in some parts of Kempsey by Christmas. Airband UK
(www.airband.co.uk) is based in Worcester 01905-950471. A new distribution
system has been set up for the village.
Rubbish Collections within the District – Over Christmas, this is the first year for 9
years that I have not had any complaints so the Council must be improving. The only
problem with the collections was that somebody pinched a lot
of the “Christmas Tips” left out for the Council staff. – need to
think about how you do this for next year.
Kempsey Parish Council should be the first “port of call” with any
problems within the Kempsey Parish – 01905 828183 or email
kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com.
This report is written by David Harrison. Please feel free to contact
either of your District Councillors with any question.

David Harrison, 01905 828107 – 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
John Michael – 01905 820966 – 18 Meadow Close, Kempsey john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

ROOF MOSS
REMOVAL
Roof scraped
& treated with
moss killer
For a local friendly
service call
Tim Davis for a free
quote & advice on

01905 820137
07889 445353

40

www.severnsideparishes.co.uk

Parish Events

Coffee Morning
Saturday
February 8th 2020

St Mary’s Church, Kempsey

10am – 12 noon
All welcome

FREE ENTRY!

RAFFLE

REFRESHMENTS

CAKES

HALF-PRICE
CHRISTMAS
CARDS

MINI-TOMBOLA

Monies raised will go to the Save the Children Emergency Fund supporting
those caught up in natural disasters.

REGISTERED CHARITY NO. 213890

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

Home.

There’s no place like it.
Hourly, Overnight or Live-In Care from Worcestershire’s
only CQC ‘Outstanding’ registered agency

Are you looking for care for a loved one or friend? Home Instead is
Worcestershire’s only Care Quality Commission ‘Outstanding’ registered
Home Care Agency. We are proud to hold the Queen’s Award for Enterprise
for Innovation in Care and have been ranked as the UK’s No1 for quality by
industry watchdog LaingBuisson.

Home Instead is different, we don’t do the short calls others do, and our
Caregivers go back all the time to the same clients, promoting trust and
friendship. Our staff are intensively trained and we specialise in dementia care
with City and Guilds qualified Caregivers. Our staff don’t wear uniform and are
all able to take clients out and about.

For more information or to arrange a no obligation chat
call Laura on 01905 420404 or look us up online at
www.homeinstead.co.uk/worcester

Contact Us
01905 420404 | 01684 438501
01386 300801
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Call us now for a free no obligation consultation
01905 420404
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Parish News

100 Years of Save the Children 1919-2019
Many people in the village and further afield supported the ‘Spirit of
Childhood’ anniversary wall-hanging marking a centenary of this wonderful
charity in helping the world’s poorest children in this country and abroad.
Look out for the wall-hanging which will be displayed in the shop window of
‘House of Haby’ (The Shambles) from mid-February 2020.

KEMPSEY RECORDED
MUSIC SOCIETY
We would like to
invite you to join us
at Kempsey Recorded
Music Society and enjoy listening in
comfort to a variety of music on a
Thursday evening usually from 7.30 –
9.30pm.
We meet fortnightly in the comfortable
lounge on the ground floor at
The Firs, Old Road North., Kempsey.
Our next meeting is on February 6th
then fortnightly thereafter.
We are a friendly group and newcomers
would be most welcome.
You don’t have to live in Kempsey.
For further information, please contact
Mrs Ann Skerm 01905 820153

UPTON UPON SEVERN
COUNTRYSIDE GROUP

In essence we are a group
of like-minded individuals who meet
informally once a month to listen to
presentations on a wide range of topics.
Please feel free to call in to any of our
meetings. It is quite informal and we
normally have attendances of around
25 people. If you like what you see, you
are welcome to join for a nominal fee
(£15yr). Look forward to seeing you in
the future.
Next meeting: 3rd Feb & 2nd March
8pm at The Blue Bell Inn, Ryall, WR8 0PP
For more information contact Ray
Ray Williams
E: Ray_williams@live.co.uk
T: 07889 988883

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

Red Kite Pest Control
Combining Tradition and Innovation
For all your Pest Control requirements ~ BPCA Qualified, NPTA Member
Individual Treatments ~ Flexible Contracts

All Insect, Rodent and Wildlife pests
Free Advice Free no obligation Quotations
===========================ALSO ============================

TAXIDERMY
I’m Interested in purchasing unwanted pieces of taxidermy (for private collection)

Telephone Andy Staples on: 07977 044987 / 01886 832730

Are Your Locks Behaving Badly ?

All Types of Door & Window Lock Problems
Locks Opened, Serviced, Repaired, Supplied & Fitted
UPVC-Composite Multi-Point Lock Repair Specialist
Door & Window Adjustment & Realignment Service
Additional Home Security Inc Garages, Sheds, Gates
Upgrade With Insurance Approved Anti-Snap Locks
Emergency Same day Service available*
• No Call out Charge • Free On-site Estimates •
For More Information Contact Stewart

THE LOCKSMITH

01905 570 999 www.locksmithworcestershire.co.uk 07871 44 20 11
Your Local Reliable Independent Locksmith Service
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Parish News

Parish Hall Activities

Cornflower Club

We had our
Christmas lunch at
the Seaborne once
again and very good
it was to. Thank
Monday
you to Jo and her
Belly Dancing (fortnightly) 2.00pm
staff who made
Tae-Kwan-Do 6.30 pm
us welcome and
Tuesday
Solo Dancing-Brian Supersounds 10.00 am looked after us very
well.
Badminton (3rd Tuesday only) 7.00 pm
Scottish Dancing (not 3rd Tuesday) 8.00 pm Our first meeting
started on
Wednesday
Wednesday January 22nd so our
Slimming World 9.00 am
meetings in February will be on
Cornflower Club (every 2 weeks) 2.30 pm
Wednesday the 5th at 2-30 p.m. then the
Badminton (not 3rd Wed) 7.00 pm
19th. We meet in the Parish hall where
W.I. (3rd Wed only) 7.30 pm
we have a wide range of speakers on a
Thursday
range of topics. We welcome any lady or
Keep fit 11.00 am
gentleman over 60 years of age to join
Private Dance Classes 7.00 pm
us. Please come along and see what we
Friday
do.
Art Club 10.00 am
Ballet (term time only) 3-45 pm
Sally Linsey 820476 Julia Grant 820138

For more information contact
Joan Chambers on 01905
820130

Psalm 23 Garden coming to RHS Chelsea

The Bible Society has announced that “We’re absolutely thrilled to be working with
award-winning garden designer Sarah Eberle, to bring Psalm 23 to life at the RHS
Chelsea Flower Show in May 2020!” The Psalm 23 Garden at RHS Chelsea Flower
Show 2020, designed by Sarah Eberle, will offer visitors the chance “to stop, reflect,
and feel refreshed”.
The Bible Society said: “This
powerful psalm, with its visual
imagery of green pastures, still
waters and the valley of the
shadow of death, just cries out
to be turned into a garden. “We
hope you’ll love it. And after
the Chelsea Flower Show, the
garden will find a permanent
home at the Winchester
Hospice in Hampshire, where
it will be a blessing to patients
and families.”
The Bible Society says it is also hoping that people will “join us in creating community
gardens across the country inspired by the Psalm 23 Garden. You can do this outside
your office, in your school grounds, or in your churchyard. Let’s get gardening!”
You can follow the project on Facebook, Twitter and Instagram and join us on the
road to Chelsea.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Businesses

Ben Horwood BA Hons

GCSE Maths Tutor
Higher Tier only

23 Grundys Lane, Malvern WR14 4HS

01684 574724
07845 590729
abhorwood@gmail.com

Tewkesbury Pest Solutions
All Pest Control Work

Rabbits-Moles-Squirrels-Rodents-Wasps-Insects

Safe & Discreet
*Commercial *Domestic *Paddocks
*Gardens *Orchards
Fully Insured with 5 Million Public Liability
Please call MARK on 07867 117275 /
01684 850562 or visit
www.tewkesburypestsolutions.co.uk

(Please leave a message if I don’t answer & I will get back to you)
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Youth Club & Play Groups

"Tuesday Friendship Group"
We meet at "The Firs" Old Road
North, Kempsey every Tuesday
from 10.am till 3pm.
We provide a home cooked
meal with a dessert, tea/coffee
and biscuits on arrival, hot and
cold drinks through the day
also.
We have a raffle each week,
entertainment once a month,
and trips out.
Transport available if required
all for a payment of £10!
Lots of company and friendship,
don't be lonely come and join
us.
For more information call Ann
Norton 01905 820401 or 07894
792316.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

47

Stonemasons of Quality
Personal Service Assured
Memorials in

Marble, Slate, Granite

Andrew devereux

& stone

Unit 86j blackpole t.e. west

Additional Inscriptions

Off hindlip lane, worcetser

Stone renovation
Cleaning services

01905 759191

Wr3 8tj
0r 07774 198968 (24 hours)

Continuing to offer the high standard of
Funerals and cremations provided by
24 Hour Complete & Courteous Service
Private Chapel of Rest
Golden Charter Pre-Payment Plans
Member of The Society of Allied Funeral Directors

