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The Vicar Writes

W

inter, with its short, often
grey and wet days can make
us even the most upbeat of
us somewhat weary. Weary of the
long dark nights. Weary of the bone
chilling cold. Weary of the dangerous
drudgery of commuting on slippery
roads, walking the dog in the mud
and the rain and simply having to get
out of our warm beds to greet the
dank dark mornings!
But at last spring seems to have
sprung and all around us are the
signs of new life, how our hearts
are cheered by the warm rays of
the sun and the sight of new green
shoots rising from the earth! March
heralds the coming of the spring but
it also sees us at the very heart of the
season of Lent which in church terms
is a barren and stark season focussed
on penitence and fasting!
BUT DID YOU KNOW that the
English word Lent comes from the
Old English word Lencten, meaning
spring?
The word “spring.” Along with the
seasonal connotation, “spring” has
an energetic, positive sense that
“Lent,” with lingering mental ties to
the idea of “having temporarily given
away something” doesn’t. " Spring
is a youthful season; it comes forth
in a rush of life and promise, hope
and possibility. At the heart of spring
there is a great inner longing.
So what would I do differently if I
thought of this season as “Spring?”
For starters, I’d be more enthusiastic
because I like spring. Longer days,
flowers, warmer weather. What’s not

to like? If I thought of this liturgical
season the way I think of the annual
season, my excitement that winter
is over and summer is coming would
translate into a greater anticipation
that the winter of sin has been
vanquished and the new spring of
hope is within my reach.
Next, I’d see these days, not as a time
to berate myself for all my faults,
but as a period of getting ready for
something wonderful—spiritual
spring housecleaning, as it were.
Rather than “giving up for Lent”
(there’s that sense of “letting go of
something on the condition it will
eventually be returned” again), I’d be
scrubbing the windows of my soul to
let the bright light of the Easter Son
shine in. I’d be looking forward to
Easter rather than just trying to get
through the 40 days without a failure
in discipline.
Finally, if I thought of this time as
“Spring,” I’d look for opportunities to
get outside of myself. Just as I grab
any chance to get outdoors once the
weather improves, thinking of the
season as “Spring” would encourage
me to move beyond my closed ideas
and breathe some fresh spiritual air.
I’d be taking metaphorical walks and
picking symbolic bouquets instead of
brooding by my mental fireplace.
Although Shakespeare said, “that
which we call a rose by any other
name would smell as sweet,”
sometimes giving familiar things
a new name bestows insights we
might not get any other way. So what
would you do differently during these
40 days if you thought of them as

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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“Spring” instead of “Lent?”
Lent is therefore our springtime with
God, a time for new life and growth,
for opening up and basking in the
warmth and light of God. It is a time
for joining nature in responding to
the invitation to "look towards him
and be radiant". (Ps 34.6)

many folks from the local community
join us as possible, particularly
children. We are really fortunate to
have the team from iSingPOP leading
our worship, it’s always a treat, and
if you haven’t experienced them, just
ask someone at school how brilliant
they are!

Springtime in our spirit is a wonderful
time to undertake some new
adventure, some new project. If we
undertake this when it is Springtime
in our spirit, then the rhythm, the
energy and the hidden light of our
own spirit works within us."

Our Easter holiday club this year
at school will be MESSY Easter and
will run from Tuesday 11th April to
Friday 14th April – booking forms will
be available soon via school or by
contacting me
@ vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

It has been wonderful to be involved
in the new life which is blossoming
in our parishes recently. Our Xcite
service at St Mary’s on the first
Sunday of the month is averaging
some 25 children in attendance and
Kempsey Messy Church on the fourth
Sunday in KPS continues to go from
strength to strength! We now also
have Messy Church in Norton on the
second Sunday and it was wonderful
to see 35 children having great fun
there in February!

Why not join us at one of these
events and see how much fun Church
can be!

The March session of Norton Messy
Church will be the beginning of a
new project for me and will be a
little bit different as we welcome
the Bishop of Dudley who will
License me as Curate in charge of
the Parish. A ‘Messy Licensing’ is
somewhat unusual to say the least,
but it is a statement of how we
much importance we place on work
with children and families and how
accessible we want the Church to
be! As usual we will begin at 4.00 pm
and it would be wonderful to have as
4
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Revision of St. Mary’s, Kempsey2017
The AGM of the PCC will be held on Monday April 24th.
The Church Electoral Roll (CER) will be revised prior to that date by
updating it with the names of those who wish to be added
and also by the removal of names where appropriate.
If you wish to be added please read the notice on the board at
the back of St. Mary’s Church, The notice will be on the board
between February 14th and March 20th.
If you are NOT currently on the CER and wish to be put on it
please complete an application form. Forms will be in a purple
binder at the back of Church.
If you are currently on the CER and wish to remain on it you
DO NOT NEED to take any action.
If you have any questions please contact Kate Badger (Electoral
Roll Officer) on 01905 820057.
There is an application form on the following page for those
in the parish who do not attend regularly but who wish
to be put on the ER.
Applications will have to be handed in by Sunday 26th March at
the latest. There will be a box in Church for them to be put in,
after completion.
The revised ER will be available in St Mary’s, from Sunday
2nd April along with a list of names removed from the
previous ER. During the following week amendments can be
made to the ER where the information on it is considered to be
incorrect.
From Sunday 9th April no further changes can be made to the ER.
The ER will be available for the AGM on Monday 24th April 2017.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Notes on revision of St Mary's
PARISH OF : _______________________________________________

Full name

___________________________________________

Preferred title (if any)
Full address

*Those who become
16 in the next twelve
months may complete the form and
become eligible to be
entered on the roll
on their sixteenth
birthday.

_________________________________

_________________________________________

1

I am baptized and am aged 16 or over (or, become
16* on _______________________)

2A

I am a member of the Church of England
(or of a Church in communion with the Church of
England) and am a resident in the parish.

2B

I am a member of the Church of England (or a Church in
communion with the Church of England) and, not being
resident in the parish, I have habitually attended public
worship in the parish during the period of six months
prior to enrolment.

2C

I am a member in good standing of a Church (not in
communion with the Church of England) which
subscribes to the doctrine of the Holy Trinity and also
declare myself to be a member of the Church of
England and I have habitually attended public worship
in the parish during the period of six months prior to
enrolment.
I declare that the above answers are true and I apply for inclusion
on the church electoral roll of the parish.
Signed: ______________________________ Date:
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The only churches at present in communion with the Church of England are other
Anglican Churches and certain foreign Churches.
Membership of the Electoral Roll is also open to members in good standing of a
Church not in communion with the Church of England which subscribes to the
doctrine of the Holy Trinity where those members are also prepared to declare
themselves to be members of the Church of England.
Every six years a new roll is prepared and those on the previous roll are informed so
that they can re-apply. If you are not resident in the parish but were on the roll as
an habitual worshipper and have been prevented by sickness or absence or other
essential reason from worshipping for the past six months, you may write “would”
before “have habitually attended” on the form and add “but was prevented from
doing so because” and then state the reason.
If you have any problems over this form, please approach the clergy or lay people
responsible for the parish, who will be pleased to help you.
In this form, “parish” means ecclesiastical parish.

FLOWER CLUB

We had our belated New Year
lunch today at The Retreat. 6 of
us attended and we all enjoyed
it.
Our next meeting will be on 13th
March at 2.30 and we are going
to Worcester Garden Centre
on Droitwich Road. The April
meeting on 10th April will be at
St. Peter's and the May one on
8th will be at David's Nursery.
The Flower Club is due to do the
flowers in Church for Sunday May
7th. I shall not be available to
help so if there are any problems
please let Wendy Coen know
and maybe swap the date with
somebody.
On a personal note, I have
recently lost my driving licence
due to poor eyesight and will not
be able to offer lifts in future.
I shall also be unavailable to put
the report in the magazine for
the next few issues.
Joy Dale 820417

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome

Severn Stoke with Croome d’Abitot,
Parochial Church Council

Vestry & Annual Meeting

Sunday 19th March
St Denys’ Church, Severn Stoke
approx. 11.30am
The Vestry Meeting at which the
Churchwardens are elected and
Annual Meeting at which Officers are
nominated and reports on progress
submitted will following the 10.30 am
Holy Communion Service.

FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN
STOKE Raising funds to
modernise the church!

The Friends
Annual General Meeting
21st March
The Rose & Crown, Severn Stoke
The business to hear reports and to elect
the Committee starts at 7.30pm followed
by a talk by Revd. Philippa Sargent, our
Curate and ex Naval Officer, with some
thought provoking tales to tell.
Do make a note of this in your diaries
and support the work of the Friends,
who by their efforts maintain the
church fabric and churchyard and
enhance community spirit with events
for all throughout the year.

The Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
at the Coach House, Severn Stoke on 7th
February raised over £125.00

Please think about offering yourself and
talents to the Committee.

Many thanks to Jane Sephton, our
hostess and to all those who helped and
attended!

Croome Church Photo by: Andrew Butler

CHURCH CLEANING SEVERN STOKE
MARCH
3rd Mr & Mrs Everitt
17th Mrs Joan Price & friend
31st Mrs & Mr Hanmer
APRIL
14th Mrs Gaywood & Mrs Linsey

EASYFUNDRAISING

No:1083190 – Please sign up with
www.easyfundraising.org.uk
to support The Friends of St Deny's
Our organisation is registered with
‘easyfundraising’ and it can receive a
small percentage of the cost of the item
you are buying on line, at no extra cost
to you, if you are purchasing through
participating shops or sites, like Argos,
Public Utilities, John Lewis and many
more. Please Google and register to see
what a boost it would be to our funds,
without any added cost to you.
8

Croome

‘Capability’ Brown landscape, mansion
house, Second World War museum,
playground, shop &
restaurants are open daily
Restaurant & Shop 10am-4:30pm
House 11am-4.00pm
Park 10am-4.30pm
Access to the Park &Court is only through the
main Visitor Reception & Car Park
Contact Details
T: 01905 371 006
E:croome@nationaltrust.org.uk
W: www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

PIXHAM FERRY LANE

We have been discussing how best to
ensure that the Community as a whole
will benefit permanently from the
inevitable residential developments
within the village.
In recent times Kempsey Parish have
carried out several consultations
with the village as a whole, including
questionnaires and displays, the
overwhelming result of which is the
desire for improved and extended
Community facilities.
The present Community Hall is dated,
small and cramped and can only
accommodate very small numbers
of people, and no ability to hold any
functions. Sports facilities are cramped
into the sports ground at Plovers Rise
with various sports sharing space and
overlapping with each other. The Land
at Pixham Ferry Lane has become
available and is highly suitable for the
development of some new and much
needed Community facilities.
The proposal currently before the
planners is an Outline Planning
Application only in order to establish the
principle that this land can be used for
this purpose. The final design will only
be settled at a later date after further
consultations with all interested parties
but will be modelled on established
lines for Community Halls and Sports
Grounds. There will be sufficient space,
on good quality land at the site to
provide a Community Centre adequate
for the enlarged village, a proper and
permanent home for the thriving football
club, a cricket pitch which can be used
by the Kempsey second team, or indeed
other local teams who require access
to facilities. We are also considering
an Access for All trim trail, all weather
training facilities and play area.
The building itself will be able to provide
a large hall for meetings, social functions,
fitness classes etc., and to act as a social

Severn Stoke & Croome
centre and hub for community wide
activities and the Parish Council are open
to approaches from any organisation
wishing to engage with the development
of this exciting development for the
village.
In the meantime we are awaiting
the outcome of the current planning
negotiations.
Peter Griffiths
Kempsey Community Infrastructure Project
Manager

Keep up to date with the
Kempsey, Croome and Severn Stoke
Parishes website at:
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk/st-denys

click on Calendar

SEVERN
STOKE &
KINNERSLEY
February's lucky £30 winner
Beryl Salisbury of Clifton

Present Members

Subs of £15 each for 2017 are
due as of 1st January, 2017
Your continued support is essential!
New members, always welcome
£30 winner each month plus additional
£100 bonus prize in December.
Please let me know by phone or email
if you would prefer to pay by BACS or
alternatively send a cheque covering
£15.00 for each participant, payable in
favour of ‘Friends of St Denys‘, to:
John Henderson, 100 Club Secretary,
Meadow Hill House, Severn Stoke,
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel: 01905 371 218 or email
johnandcara@hotmail.com

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council Representatives
Next Parish Council meeting at Severn Stoke Village Hall at 8pm is
Wednesday 15 March 2017 & Monday 15th May

(All meetings start with Public Question Time, residents please come along)
Parish Council Clerk
				
Mrs Lorna Gower
Clerk to Severn Stoke & Croome d’Abitot Parish Council
C/o Syringa, Green Lane, Naunton, WR8 0PY
T: 01684 594346
E: severnstokeandcda@btinternet.com

Severn Stoke & Croome

THE MALVERN
MALE VOICE CHOIR
(Musical Director: Charles Pavey)

Severn Stoke Representatives
Stephen Watkins (Chairman)

Sheepcote Farm, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JE

Pat Preston (Vice Chairman)
Pamela Addis

4 Orchard Close, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JJ
9 Stoke Gardens, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JW

Eileen Hadley
Rob Halling
Heather Keating-Nash
Raymond Williams
Hugh Hanmer

17 Knightshill, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JD
10 Knightsill, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JD
The Hayloft, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JA
Kinnersley House Barn, Kinnersley, WR8 9JR
8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, WR5 3PU

Croome Representatives
Royston Garrard
Patricia Hodson

23 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS
15 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS

Peter Talbot

29 High Green, Severn Stoke, WR8 9JS

Jane Hall
01684 592924

John Henderson 01905 371218
Julia Grant 01905 820138
Lyn Everitt 01684 560927

Our NEW website is!

www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk
The Parish Hall at Severn Stoke is a
Great place to hold parities!

To Book Call

Trish Rowe on 01905 371339 or
Dave Thompson on 01905 371171
10

St. Denys Church Severn Stoke
Saturday, 13th May 2017 at 7.30 pm
Tickets available from:

St Deny's
Church Flowers
Anyone interested in joining
our flower rota or any special
dates they would like to arrange
flowers for please contact

MUSICAL NUMBERS FOR ALL
AGES TO ENJOY

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Prices: Adults £10 Under 12’s £5
To include glass wine or soft drink

An enjoyable musical evening organised by
The Friends of St. Denys, Severn Stoke to continue fundraising
to provide much needed facilities in the church to enable
a wider use of the building by the community.

DO COME AND SUPPORT US!
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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CHURCH SERVICES MARCH 2017
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Norton
Kempsey
Kempsey
Kempsey
Norton
Severn Stoke
Norton
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Norton
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Norton
Kempsey

CHURCH SERVICES

1st March Ash Wednesday
7:00 pm
Benefice Service
5th March Lent 1
9:00 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Holy Communion
10:45 am
Xcite
11:00 am
Morning Worship
6:00 pm
Holy Communion
12th March Lent 2
8:00 am
Mattins
10:30 am
Holy Communion
10:00 am
Joint Service Methodist Chapel
3:15 am
Evensong
4:00 pm
Messy Licensing
19th March Lent 3
9:00 am
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Family Communion
10:30 am
Holy Communion
11:00 am
Morning Worship
2nd April Passion Sunday
9:00 pm
Holy Communion
10:30 am
Holy Communion
10:45 am
Xcite
11:00 am
w Worship
6: 00 pm
Holy Communion

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday
at 10.00 am at St Mary's followed by coffee
12
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Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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WOMEN'S FELLOWSHIP

Members enjoyed a fascinating and
inspirational talk from Sharon Multani
on how she has spearheaded support for
women in the Third World. Talk about
how mighty oaks from little acorns grow!
Our 9th March meeting will be our AGM
and will be in Church at 2.00pm. We
will share Communion together and
afterwards listen to Rev. Mark telling
us about the proposed changes in the
Church.
26th March is Mothering Sunday and
members are reminded to bring their
posies of Spring flowers.

FRIDAYS
2:00 PM TO 4:00 PM
The Function Room@ The Crown
Main Road Kempsey
www.facebook.com/popuppopinteashop

New members are always welcome.
Wendy Coen

LENTEN GIVING

This year we shall be focusing our
giving on supporting our Link Parish of
Morogoro in Tanzania. Its an area of
immense poverty, and now a drought
is causing further hardship. See page
44 in this magazine for an article about
the situation, from their vicar, Enoch
Chibada.
Envelopes will be available in church for
your gifts. At a time when many people
think about giving up something for Lent,
it is good to dwell on all that we enjoy
and take for granted here in England and
perhaps put a little extra aside for those
who are less fortunate.
Sadly we are unable to put on
our regular Lent lunches at the
Firs this year. However, we plan
to have a Ploughman’s lunch
later in the Spring in order
to raise money, as we have
done in the past, for feeding
programmes run through
Barnabas fund.
Sheila Cook
14
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A service will take place in
St Mary's Kempsey at 2.00pm
Friday 3 March
The service has been prepared by the
women of the Philippines
EVERYONE is welcome to attend!

St Mary’s 100 Club

Winner for December
Philippa Sargent - £30
Winner for January
Duncan Smith- £30
To take part please give your payment
to Sue Fitzjohn,
cheques payable to
‘The Friends of St Mary's'

For more information
Sue Fitzjohn 01905 820320

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish EVENTS!

Saturday 8th April 2017
Start between 10:00am – 2:00pm
Start venue: The Pavilion

Save the Children, British Red Cross and Christian Aid are
organizing a Worcester river walk, starting and
finishing from The Pavilion in Cripplegate Park and
crossing the three bridges within the city.
Distance: 3 miles (approx.)

Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01905 409710
07798 790913

•

Certificate issued

Andysweeps.com

•

Weekend/Evening sweeps available

•

Traditional brush/Power sweep

•

Stove maintenance

16
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An easy flat walk, with access for wheelchairs and pushchairs. Open to
families, individuals and groups. Monies raised will be shared between
the three charities to support the lives of the most vulnerable.
Tickets: £5.00 family - £3.00 adult - £1.00 child
Contact Owain dowainbell@yahoo.co.uk
Contact Julia 820138 or Heather 821040
Registered Charity No. 213890

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Kempsey WI opened 2017
with a delayed Christmas/
New Year party at the
parish hall, which involved
much food and fun.
Members made a
variety of savoury and sweet dishes
for a delicious spread enjoyed by all,
eaten at tables decorated with floral
arrangements made by Janet Enock and
Janet Jeynes.

t: 07710 531192

Yoga, Pilates, Piyo and Insanity

Entertainment was provided by
President Melody Baker-Joyce and
Secretary Sharon Baker-Joyce, first by
acting out pub names for members to
try to decipher and second, by providing
wrapped parcels for games of pass-theparcel. Everyone was taken back to their
childhoods as they moved the package
around the circle, trying not to be the
one caught with performing an amusing
forfeit.

See morganchiropractic.co.uk for weekly classes

Anti-wrinkle
injections
Teeth whitening

Kate Pugh BDS
07771 547 626

Bespoke treatment &
rehabilitiation
Ellen Woodley MISRM

07854 750 749
flexback.co.uk

18
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Our annual dinner and awards ceremony
took place at Boughton Park, St Johns
on February 3rd. An enjoyable evening
was had by 54 members and guests. We
were entertained by our guest speaker,
Andrew Easton from BBC Hereford and
Worcester. A raffle took place with £150
raised for our chosen 2017 charity, the
Multiple Sclerosis Society.
At the February group meeting, a
sizeable audience of members listened
to an interesting presentation from a
representative of Worcester Barn Owl
Conservation Group. The presenter was
ably assisted by three live owls who
behaved impeccably.
Upcoming events:
March 6th - Alchemy Chocolatiers
April 3rd - Skittles evening
We are a social group with rural and
farming interests established more than
60 years ago. We hold monthly evening
meetings in autumn/spring and several
social events during the year. Evening
meetings normally take place at the Blue
Bell, Ryall at 8pm.

Face First
Chronic muscular pain
Sports injuries
Limited flexibility
Postural problems

Parish News
UPTON DISCUSSION GROUP
t the January group meeting
members heard a talk on weather
forecasting.

For more information please contact
Later that week, at the regular Ladies
that Lunch meal, the President presented
a gift of a hyacinth bowl to long-standing
member Doreen Pease, to thank her
for the many years she has been handcrafting beautiful birthday cards for
every member.
Guest speaker at February’s meeting will
be novelist Sue Johnson, talking about
her work.
Carole Levitt

Malcolm Tomkins, Chairman
01905 371526

Toddler Group
St Mary’s Church Fridays
(School Term)

11.00 - 12.30
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Letter from the Bishop of Dudley - by Bishop Graham

Feature Articles

Judging by various conversations that I’ve been having, I’m not alone in
feeling increasingly concerned by the rhetoric of building walls, putting
those we describe as ‘us’ first, segregating people by religion, and the
damning of journalists and judges that we have seen in aspects of
world affairs in recent months. None of this chimes with the values of
the Kingdom.
News events tend to draw out different aspects of the liturgy for me. It might be a
verse in a psalm, or words in a Collect, that have a particular resonance. At present, a
prayer at the heart of the Eucharist has taken on a yearning desire:
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, have mercy on us.
Lamb of God, you take away the sin of the world, grant us peace.
What the prayer does is allow me to hold before God’s presence all that troubles me
on the world stage. However, it soon reminds me of my own human preponderance
to divide and protect, exclude and judge. Its penitential words hollow out my own
culpabilities so that I might see myself more truly.
This is what Lent does on a larger canvas. Penitence is a theme that runs through
this season and it enables us to be changed as we see love, compassion, justice and
freedom as they should be. Lenten penitence brings us back to the way of Jesus, to
his disturbing yet comforting teaching, and our faltering ways of responding. It helps
us see things as they truly are and live deeply again.
As we are drawn to live more closely within Jesus’ shadow, we are led into all types
of situations and places as we attempt to respond to his call, ‘Come, follow me’. For
many that will lead to being scorned and thought of as barmy or uncool. For many
others around the world it is a deliberate positioning of themselves in a place of
grave danger where imprisonment, torture and death stalk the streets.
We who worship in comparative safety will keep wanting to respond to the news
headlines in ways that put flesh and blood onto the words “thy Kingdom come…on
earth as it is in heaven”.

20
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Parish EVENTS!

Tuesday 14th March
7:00pm (refreshments available)
St Mary’s Church, Kempsey

Save the Children, Christian Aid and the British Red Cross are
holding an information evening on their work on clean water
projects, the refugee crisis and working with people in areas
that are threatened by severe flooding.
Everyone is welcome to join us in this thought provoking
presentation.

22
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District Councillor

District Councillor David Harrison (Kempsey Ward)
A brief update on District Council and other items that I have been involved with
recently. Produced on 13th February by David Harrison

Health: Well, not quite so much
walking as I have been stopped after
a minor operation on 3rd February
and will be returning to Malvern
Hospital before the end of February
for physio. Jan is getting on extremely
well and besides her walking, she is
also attending exercises classes in the
village, much better than me.

Kempsey Shop: The ram-raid of the
cash machine was a terrible shock
but I must praise the local residents
in the speed of reporting this incident
to the Police but most of all, thank
the staff at McColl’s for re-opening
the shop in double quick time. I hope
the residents who use the shop were
proud of their efforts.....I was!!!
Playing Field Sign: (opp. Plovers Rise)
Having been missing
for a few months,
the “Playing Field”
direction sign on the
A38 by the turning
into Plovers Rise has
been re-instated
by Linden Homes.
Thanks to Jonathan
Taylor their site
manager.
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Malvern Drainage
Officer: Paul Green has
been to inspect with
myself, several problem
areas in Kempsey and
Severn Stoke and action has already
been taken on some of these and
others are in the “pipe-line”.
Road Closures: In Severn Stoke it
is hoped that the closure of Madge
Hill will be completed by the time
you receive this which was to put in
a new telephone duct. Green Street
in Kempsey is due to be closed east
of The Huntsman Inn for approx 100
yards from 13th March anticipated
being 9 days, access to properties will
be maintained?
A4440 – Southern Link Closures:
Further night closures have been
announced involving full closure
of the A4440 between the Ketch
and Whittington Roundabouts. The
closures are necessary to facilitate
extensive road surfacing work which
wouldn’t be possible with daytime
closures. The latest information
that I have is for closures from 20th
February to 10th March (19 nights)
Monday to Friday evenings inclusive
9pm to 6am and from 21st March
to 24th March inclusive 9pm to 6am
(4 nights). Closures will include all
roads joining at Norton Roundabout
and some at the Whittington
Roundabout.
Road Closures further afield: It looks
like there will be many night time
closures on the M5 between Junction
6 and the M42 between now and
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the end of April. Keep an eye on the
advanced notifications on the boards
on the motorway.
Sewage problems on the A38:
It sounds like Severn Trent have
managed to clear the part blocked
sewage pipe close to the Walter de
Cantelupe. Further work may be
required to re-tarmac surface if it
sinks any more.
Drainage and footpaths in Severn
Stoke: Worcestershire County Council
have cleaned all the drains on the
A38, and Malvern Hills Council have
swept the road through the village.
Footpaths in
Kempsey: The
new footpath
sweeper has
attended
Kempsey
and removed
over 4 tons
of brash etc
from the footpaths along the A38,
north of The Lawns. It is hoped that
this will return soon. Hedges must
be cut back to enable this vehicle to
clean all of the footpath.
Bestmans Lane, Draycott Lane &
A38: No update from the drainage
department yet as to when they will
continue their work in this area.
Waste Collections in Malvern Hills
District: The out-sourcing tendering
for this service showed that the inhouse team were almost £500,000
cheaper than the nearest quote but
it is proposed that collections may
be amended so Black rubbish is
collected one week in a new black
bin and recycling in the green bin the
following week. Full details of the

District Councillor

progress of this will be reported next
month.
New Planning website at Malvern
Hills: introduced to make it easier
to access planning documents, full
details on my website
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
New Planning Application: for
4 properties north of the new
development Saxon Meadows
(17/00101) at the north of Kempsey.
Free Defibrillator training at Upton
Hill Centre: Jan and I attended the
free course at The Hill Centre and
learnt a lot. They are running further
courses and I believe that Kempsey
Parish Council will also be running
courses. I did state that there will
soon be 3 defibrillators in Kempsey
but this was not correct as there
is already one outside the Pavilion
at the Playing Field and soon to
be a second installed inside the
Community Centre.
Kempsey Parish Council should
be the first “port of call” with
any problems within
the Kempsey Parish
Cllr John Michael
Please feel free
to contact either
of your District
Councillors with any
question or problem.
Contact details:
(see also pg.27)

David Harrison
T: 01905828107
E:davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
w:davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
John Michael
T: 01905 820966
E:john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish Contacts
Kempsey Parish Council Representatives
Name

Contact #

Address

Mr K Blackwell

01905 820549

1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PN

Mr G Ferguson

01905 828006

147 Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3LH

Mr T Frazer-Cann

01905 828254

5 Bramblewood, Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3FL

Mr T Geens

01905 820997

16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE

Mrs P Gerrard

01905 820955

23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP

Mr H Hanmer

01905 821931

8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PU

Mr B Hodgkins

01905 828449

7 Napleton Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PT

Mr J Michael

01905 820966

18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL

Miss A Patrick

01905 828476

90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LH

Mr D Pugh

07419 120522

Durridge House, Kerswell Green, Worcester, WR5 3PF

Mrs A Smith

07807 777783

49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG

Dr C Waller

01905 828383

Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk & Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office
Community Centre, Main Road
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
T: 01905 828183
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com

Parish Office is located to the rear of
the Community Centre. Office is open
to the public between 10.00am & 14:00
Monday to Friday. Outside these hours,
messages may be left on the office
answering machine and will be dealt
with when the Clerk is next on duty.

Parish Council Meetings: Are held the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm
at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during
Democratic Half Hour at the start of each meeting. www.kempseyhub.co.uk
District Councillors
Mr J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close,
Mr D T Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 820966
T: 01905 828107
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net
County Councillor
Mr Roger Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green, Upton Upon Severn,
Worcs, WR8 0QQ - T: 01684 593282 - E: rsutton@worcestershire.gov.uk
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
Worcestershire Hub
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk T: 01684 862151
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF
Local Beat Officer
Tel: 101 ext. 67809
26
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Local Businesses

We have a full range of hourly, daily & live in services
Specialists in Dementia, MS & Alzheimer’s care
Longstanding teams of dedicated local caregivers
Excellent reputation with Private Clients, Worcester

JOBS

County Council and CQC (Care Quality Commission)
Eclipse Homecare has been operating in this area for
almost 10 years and is an Award winning local business.
Speak to us today to ﬁnd out more about how we can help.

28

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Worcester

Malvern

01905
641 070

01684
869 432

“Caregiving the most
rewarding job”
Call Shelley for a chat
07890 250 839

Kidderminster Bromsgrove Teme Valley

01562
535 420

01527
573 949

01584
812 594

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

2015 & 2016
Top Agency in
Worcestershire
Voted by homecare.co.uk
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Parish EVENTS!

The

Worcester Repertory Company

Saturday 8th April 7:30pm St Mary’s Kempsey

For more information & tickets
vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
01905 820057
30
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Ticket Price £12
£10 concession!
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Parish EVENTS!
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Quiz Page

From the Curious Curate!

Find 15
women of
the Bible
February's winner
was....

IRIS LUCAS
Congratulations!

February's Solution
All Saints
Annunciation
Ascension
Ash Wednesday
Candlemas
Christmas
Easter
Epiphany
Good Friday
Pentecost

Entries to Philippa at
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
or to 9, Plover’s Rise by 10th March!
The solution will be published in next month’s magazine and the prize winner
(Drawn from all correct entries) announced on the pew sheet.
34
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

Although we are all anticipating some
early glimpses of spring, and hoping for
weather more conducive to outdoor
photography, we are still set to have
another busy month - indoors! As in
February, we have our two regular
meetings, split by the third in our
sequence of inter-club battles.
The first of the formal meetings, on
Wednesday 8th March, is a return visit
by Carl Wright who, having given us a
grounding in some basic techniques of
digital photography in mid-September,
will this time take us through more
advanced matters. As even some of our
most experienced members were able
to pick up surprising and very useful
guidance in Carl's first talk, we expect his
second to be at least as helpful.
This will be immediately followed, on
Thursday 9th March, by an evening away
for the third of our inter-club battles of
the season, on this occasion with Beacon
Camera Club of Malvern. Having come
quite close to scoring a first victory
against them last year, we are hoping
that this contest will be similarly tight
and that, in the eyes of the judge for the
evening, Phil Cooling FRPS, we might
even prevail.

Feature Articles
no obligation! Our sixteen meeting
schedule for this season covers the
second and fourth Wednesdays of each
month from September (excepting
late December), with all meetings
commencing at 7.30 pm. We meet
in the Kempsey Community Centre
in Main Road, Kempsey. We seek to
encourage and inspire each other by
holding competitions, practical evenings
and outings, and by hosting talks and
demonstrations of photographic work,
both that of members and of guests.
Further details of all this is always
available to view on our website at
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you on
the 8th or 22nd March or, if this isn't
possible, on another future occasion.
In the meantime, the strong
monochrome image which accompanies
this article, titled "Chimneys #3", is
by Clive Stanley and was taken on our
photographic workshop day in Bath in
April 2016.

Malcolm A Hay, Secretary

The second formal meeting of March is
our second Club competition evening of
2017, which will be held on Wednesday
22nd March, will comprise separate
contests for projected images and for
prints on another hard-to-pin-down
subject, on this occasion "Nostalgia",
and will be judged by a regular visitor,
Andrew Gagg FRPS of Worcester.
We are always delighted to welcome
visitors - those interested in photography
and those in a specific subject or
speaker - at our meetings. While we
hope that some might become involved
in our thriving, sociable, broadlybased and inclusive Club, there is
36
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Discussion &
Prayer Group
The Discussion &

Prayer Group
is now meeting
on Tuesday
at 2:00 pm
with plans to
hold another
at coffee time or
in the evening for
young parents
If you would like to
hear more
please, contact:
Mark, Philippa,
Mick or Mary
Tel. 07403553186

Our next meeting is in the Parish Hall on
Sunday 19th March at 10:30am, starting
with tea/coffee and biscuits.
We gather together to celebrate God’s
goodness and His love for us. Why don’t
you come along and join with us, you would
be most welcome. We will have a time of
worship and then Matt & Laura Worsdell
from Bristol will be
sharing with us.
We have a shared
lunch at the end of the
meeting and you would
be most welcome to
stay and enjoy this and
some friendly chat.
For more information, please contact Dave
and Ann Norton on 01905 820401 or visit
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St Deny’s, Severn Stoke,
St Mary Magdalen
Croome D’Abitot & St Mary the
Virgin, Kempsey

Funerals
Morris Jones
13th February
Doris Lillian Brown
16th February
Lilian Ann (Jane) Potter
17th February
Linda Elizabeth Woof
24th February
Susan Ann Price
27th February

The Parish Hall circa 1905

Our Parish Hall is approaching the end of
it’s life, it has served the village well and
has been referred to as the “tin shack”
and also other endearing names.
School dinners were produced there
during the Second World War and for
years afterwards at 2s-1d per week,
5d each day. Dances were held for the
soldiers and airmen stationed in the
area as well as film shows on a Thursday
evening, admission 6d.
The Hall has served us well but we must
move on; so the Hall Committee has
obtained Planning Permission (with no
objections) to construct a new building
on the same site. Our architect would
like to begin the project in 12 months;
in the meantime the Committee has to
raise the £690,000 required.
We shall be seeking donations and
grants towards the scheme, various
user groups will be running events to
raise money. Anyone wishing to donate
please, contact our treasurer, Mrs Joan
Chambers on 01905 820130 or myself
Henry Morris 01905 820601.
Henry Morris
Chairman Parish Hall Committee

Parish Records

Are you a keen gardener who would
like to join with a few others to help
create and maintain some
attractive flower beds and
borders in the churchyard?
We are looking to start a gardener’s
breakfast and or tea club which
would bring people together
to do a spit of light gardening
and then be treated to either
breakfast or tea and cake
If you are interested and would
like to know more contact;
Mark Badger T:01905 820057
E:vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
or sign up on list at church

Spades, Forks, trowels,
bacon butties tea & cake!
St Mary’s
Flowers Rota

MARCH
Sunday 5th Lent No flowers
Sunday 12th Lent No flowers
Sunday 19th Lent No flowers
Sunday 26th Mothering Sunday
(Fiona Harrison
Posies Women's Fellowship)

APRIL
Sunday 2nd Lent No flowers
Sunday 9th Lent No flowers
Palm Sunday

Sunday 16th Easter Sunday

(Group led by Ann Blackwell
Font Nicola Dudley)
Sunday 23rd Jennifer Romer
Sunday 30th Marian Walters

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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News from Hanley Castle High School
How blessed we are to teach in such a
beautiful part of the world. Our staff
room overlooks the stunning church
yard of St Mary’s. Snowdrops tentatively
showing their heads, as I write, with
the expectation of crocus and primrose
soon to follow. These seasonal markers
have watched as our school has grown
since its first spring in 1326. Since then
our own traditions have flourished
and become well established with the
importance of ‘British Values’ now
reflected in our teaching programmes.

One of these core values, is highlighting
the importance of democracy and indeed
the process of universal franchise is alive
and well, at HCHS. The whole school
recently participated in our annual ballot
to elect our new Head Boy and Head Girl
and senior student leadership team. We
are delighted to announce that our new
Head Boy is Martin Evans and Head Girl
is India Fern. They will be supported by
the deputies; Emma Griffiths and Mae
Vincent-Lloyd, congratulations to them
all. These students represent us at formal
events, provide a link between Mrs
Cooke, our head teacher and the student
body and organise events and activities
across the school.
Another time honoured tradition which
is fast approaching is The Hanley Run,
where all of our pupils in key stage three
participate in a 2.5km run around the
lanes, paths and bridleways near to the
school. Older pupils in key stages four
and five are invited to run as are former
pupils known as ‘Old Hancastrians’. If
you would like to participate this year,
the event is to be held at 2.00pm on
Friday April 7th. We must ask you to
register ahead of the run, so please
contact the school on 01684 59324.
Many of you may know that HCHS is
an academy, although we don’t use
that title in our name, preferring to
remain known as a high school. We
40
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have recently widened this
remit by becoming a Multi
Academy Trust (MAT) where we
have formalised a partnership between
ourselves and the primary schools of
Hanley Swan and Kempsey, we hope in
the future that the MAT might grow and
that we can share expertise, resources
and governance across our cluster.
We also facilitate the relationship with
our primary cluster schools with an
ever growing series of PE and sport
related activities held at the high school,
utilising our facilities that perhaps don’t
exist in the smaller schools. The recent
‘Reception’ movement festival was a
particular delight as we welcomed our
very youngest partners from the primary
schools. The little ones’ awe and
wonder at coming into our sports hall
and meeting the young leaders, in our
year eight and nine, was a privilege to
witness. We look forward to welcoming
some of those smiling faces back to
HCHS in another six years’ time!
Best wishes

Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)

Coming Together
Fellowship
We are a friendly ecumenical fellowship
that meet every month in St Mary’s
Church.
Our next meeting is on Monday, 13th at
10.30 am, where we have a chat over a
cup of coffee. At 11.00 am we have time
to listen to our speaker, who is our friend
Ken Hart this month, then time to enjoy
a light lunch around noon.
All ages are welcome, we would love to
see you.

Julia Grant 820138
Carol Shaw-Ling 821467
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Tools with a
Mission

W

e are still
collecting
all sorts of tools,
gardening equipment,
sewing machines,
carpentry, leather
work, building, fabrics, anything you may
not need but others could use.
These implements are renovated and
sent out to countries
who are in need.
Please, contact: Julie
820789 for collection.

Teddies for Tragedies

P

lease keep up the
knitting for all the
children who are in need.
I’m sure the wonderful
article in the December
magazine was a great
encouragement to all you knitters out
there.
We are always in need of wool if any one
has any to spare. Please leave any items
in church where they will be collected.

Cornflower Club

It was great to welcome Peter to the
club and we enjoyed some wonderful
photography, with the help of Malcolm
Hay on the computer and screen.
On the 8th of February we had a very
interesting and informative talk about
Pearls.
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Parish News

message for all those who kindly
make puppets for the Teddies for
Tragedies charity,
I have just sent 100 assorted puppets
to the Greek refugee camps, and
another 100 to EducAid Africa for
distribution in Kenya.
So now my stocks are extremely
low, and I need more puppets asap,
please! Teddies, clowns & elephants
are all very much wanted.
In hope, Chris

Save the Children

A huge thank you to everyone who
supported our Coffee Morning on
February 4th in St. Mary’s church.
Together you helped to raise £293.00,
this money will go to the Child Refugee
Crisis Appeal running at the moment by
Save the Children.
Thank you to all who gave donations,
raffle prizes and made some delicious
cakes, we had a lovely morning.
Thank you also to the church for letting
us use the building and it being lovely
and warm.
Julia Grant 820138
Heather Davies B.E.M. 821040

Thursday
Coffee
Morning

Our meetings in March are on
Wednesday 8th and 22nd at 2-30 pm
in the Village Hall. We welcome ladies
and gentlemen over 60 years of age,
we would love to see you. We have a
range of speakers and musical turns and
occasional trips out.

The Age UK coffee morning takes place
in St. Mary’s Church at 10.40 am each
Thursday.

Sally Linsey 820476 Julia Grant 820138

Henry & Janet

We are a friendly group enjoying a cuppa
and a chat. All are welcome.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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CHAMWINO PARISH DIOCESE OF MOROGORO TANZANIA
Dear Reverend Mark, Rev. Philippa and
all friends in Kempsey Parish,
There are two parts to this article; our
completed classroom, and report of the
drought.
THE COMPLETED CLASSROOM
I am very glad to inform you that our
dream to have a nursery school has
come true. The classroom you have been
contributing funds is already finished.
Now we have started the school with ten
kids though one of them as I was taking
this pictures was unwell at home. So the
picture you see below are at present
nine, but we are hoping for 40 per class
in time.

Dear brothers and sisters in the Lord
Jesus Christ receive many thanks from
the Christians of St. Paul’s Church and all
of Chamwino parish for your generosity
which is incomparable. All the people
in our parish are appreciating very
much your love and commitment to this
project. So our thanks go both to your
parish under the leadership of Rev. Mark
and to the Worcester Rotary club under
the leadership of Peter FitzJohn.
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Dear brothers and sisters you have
contributed a lot of this first classroom,
without your support we could not
achieved this. In fact we don’t have
language to express our thanks to you
people let us say May God bless you so
much.
As I have mentioned many times to
you, our Nursery School will have
three classrooms. Now the first class is
completed, soon we are going to start
building the second classroom. Thus do
continue to pray for us so God can help
us to reach our goal.

Those who are not farmers run their lives
by other means they are affected also by
the higher price of food.

In 2019 Save the Children will be
100 years old!
To mark this anniversary,
Kempsey Save the Children, are
planning to create a
quilt that evokes the
‘Spirit of Childhood’
Join us in this fantastic
community project by
decorating a fabric square
with a design that makes
you think of a
happy childhood memory

THE DROUGHT
Dear brothers and sisters we are
currently experiencing drought in our
country. Many places the rain was
delayed which has caused famine, not
only for human beings but also for
our animals. In some places cows for
example died from lack of grass and
water. But we thank God that the rain
has started to rain again in those areas.
Morogoro region is among those areas
affected by the drought. The drought has
caused even the food prices to be higher
than usual. For example we have been
buying one kilo of maize flour for Tshs
900 to 1,000 but now one kilo is Tshs
2,000. We have been buying one kilo of
rice for Tshs 1,200, now one kilo of rice
is Tshs 2,000. So you can see the price is
higher than usual. So life is very difficult
friends.
Some of the people in our parish are
farmers and depend on rain to harvest
their crops. Because of the drought they
are struggling to run their lives.
Therefore, we ministers of the church are
suffering the consequences because we
depend on offertory to run our lives, due
to that what we get is not sufficient to
cover the cost of our lives either.

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

'Spirit of
Childhood’

Your design can be embroidered,
drawn or appliquéd,
but must stay within
the inner 10x10cm square
Thus life becomes difficult both to the
farmers and non farmers. I have attached
a picture of a farm from Morogoro
municipality, this farm at this time
usually has plants and is very green but
now as you see it is empty and very dry.
Though it is raining but it is not much
rain as other years.

This collaborative project is open to
all ages and skill levels.
Fabric squares are available from
Julia Grant (820138) or
Heather Davies (821040)

Brothers and sisters in the Lord Jesus
Christ please do hold us in your prayers
so God can open doors for us here.
We depend on Him we believe that He
answers prayers so he will help us to get
our felt needs.
Thank you very much for your love and
commitment to our project and our lives
in general.
Rev. Capt. Enock Chibada
Vicar of Chamwino parish

Registered Charity
Number: 213890

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Calling Young Disciples Project

The Calling Young Disciples Project is a
part of our Kingdom People Vision. It will
work with churches across the Diocese,
helping them to strengthen their
engagement with children, young people
and their families, so that more have the
opportunity to respond to God’s call to
be Jesus’ disciples and to grow in love for
him.
The project is funded with contributions
from the Diocesan Board of Finance,
the Archbishops’ Council, the Church
Commissioners’ strategic development
and lowest income communities funding
streams and a grant from the Mercer’s
Charity.

The Revd Ruth Walker is the Calling
Young Disciples (CYD) Project Director.
She said: “This is a wonderful
opportunity to focus on the engagement
of churches with children, young people
and families, helping families coming into
our churches to have a good experience.
Through this project we will be able
to share good practice, build on work
already in place and grow in confidence,
sowing seeds and doing what we do as
Church really well.”

Two strands
CYD will be available to offer support,
consultation and advice to all churches in
the Diocese. There will be training events
and the team will work closely with
Emma and Simon, the Children’s and
Youth Officers, and the education team.

Workshop Solutions for the Professional
www.emotivsales.co.uk
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“There are always possibilities,
regardless of how often a church has
contact with young people,” said Ruth.
“It could be making the most of the
occasional baptism or providing for
children who come as part of a wedding
– how do we best use our building to
show that families are welcome? And
for churches who have got lots going on
already, we’ll be having conversations

Feature Articles

- by Sam Setchell
around how this can develop further and
helping set up partnerships so churches
can share particular areas of strength
with others.”
A number of Mission Enablers are also
part of the team. The first three of
these begin in April and more will be
recruited in the coming months. As
well as a general support role, they will
be intentionally placed in individual
parishes, working with the leadership
team to look at developing relationships
with children, young people and families
which are already in place.
Ruth said: “The Mission Enablers are
not there to do the youth and children’s
work for the church, but to help them
develop and resource it, seeking out
new and sustainable ways to engage
with families. Each placement will last
around a year, at the end of which the
Mission Enabler will move on to another
church, but will continue to keep in touch
with the church they’ve left to help
consolidate the progress made.”

Not a quick fix
CYD is all about working together, with
support, to grow what churches already
have in place and to develop new and
exciting opportunities. It should resource
all sorts of people so that they have the
confidence to get involved with children,
young people and their families.
“However, it’s not a quick fix,” concludes
Ruth. “We want to build hope, joy and
love and help each other to share our
faith with a new generation. It’s a longterm process, we’re all in it together and
these are definitely exciting times!”
Ruth is keen for parishes to get in touch,
have a chat and invite her to their parish.
She can be reached on
E: rwalker@cofe-worcester.org.uk
T: 01905 732816

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

47

Local Businesses

48

Local Businesses

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

49

Local Businesses

50

Local Businesses

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

51

