May 2016

From the Editor
If you would like to advertise or send an
article for the magazine please forward
to; susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
NOTE NEW: Deadline for articles/adverts
is 5pm, 13th of each month. It would
help enormously if you could send
articles in advance of the deadline.
Items for typing need to be delivered
to Julia Grant, 34 St Mary’s Close, by
12th of each month, again it would be
appreciated in advance of the deadline.
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Call Kate Badger if you wish to have a
K.LINKS delivered 01905 820057.
Our continued thanks to those who give
their time to help with our Community
magazine, we could not do it without
you! A special mention to Janet Enock
who is retiring after many years of
service delivering the magazine, you will
be very much missed - THANK YOU!!
Thank you, Susan Cawley
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The Rector Writes

H

is in your mouth as you plummet
downwards to wards the ground, the
rush of the wind through your hair and
the force pushing you back into your
seat.

Feel the tension as you wait in that long
snaking queue. Watch as the expectant
riders mount the cars. Now you are
there at the front of the queue, waiting,
heart pumping. You sit down and pull
down the safety bar… too late now, no
escape!

The speed increases by the second, the
wind blowing through your hair as you
climb up the bumps, feel the shakes as
the coaster twists and turns, and fall
down to earth. The excitement rushes
through you like the water in a river.
As you face the approaching ground
a sudden turn to the left and then
the right and then you are rising and
falling… yes falling backwards in a loop
the loop, your body helpless and heavy
your ears full of the rush of the wind.

ave you have ever been on a
Roller Coaster? Well just for a
few moments I want you take a roller
coaster ride albeit an imaginary one!

Suddenly above the noise of the
surrounding attractions, the laughter
of children and whirring of fairground
music, you hear that winding and
cranking sound, and the cars of the
roller coaster are hauled up that first
long upward slope of the track. Slowly
yet assuredly you climb your way to the
top of the steep hill, you look to your
side and see the ground below, you
inching away as you make your way
towards the skies.

So powerful is the gush that the
screams and shouts, even those from
your own mouth are blown away in
the instant they leave your lips. Over
around, twisting turning, shouting
screaming, but still the rush – still the
cool air streaming against your face.

Upwards… only upwards can you see as
your eyes point to the sky and the riders
begin to shout already they are feeling
the beginnings of that adrenalin rush.

Fear and pleasure are mixed as you
laugh yet tremble and scream both in
fun and fear.

As you reach the top, thoughts in your
head are jumbled; fear, excitement,
nervousness... As the train comes to
a sudden stop, your heart is in your
throat; you look to your front to see
that you have reached the peak of the
giant hill.

For a moment all is almost sedate as
you are travelling straight and you
take a brief moment to look down and
around, but as your eyes blink from the
rushing wind you are rising and falling
in the same instant, left, right – the roar
of the rails and the rush of the wind,
over under scream, scream as your
stomach passes you in mid-air!

A brief momentary pause at the
top, just long enough for the fear of
anticipation to rise in your mind and
well up in your stomach. A sudden
silence hangs above the train as the
riders prepare for the stomach-turning
descent.
AND THEN Whoosh – your stomach
has been left behind and your heart

And then suddenly all is calm as the
roaring of the rails and the rush of
the wind decreases and you hear
once more the fun of the fair; slow ,
straight, steady before you know it,
the adventure is over, leaving your
head spinning in a way you had never
imagined.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Y

ou climb out of your seat, legs
shaking, as you leave the car and
regain your legs you can still feel the
rush of the wind and the pumping of
your heart and you laugh in your mind;
the mysteriously frightening coaster
leaves you wanting more!

They caught fire, divine fire; they went
off to preach, to heal, to prophesy,
and to change the world. They flew in
all directions empowered with many
diverse gifts; gifts given at different
times, in different places in different
ways.

That is perhaps the closest I can come to
the Pentecost experience, the best way I
can imagine what it was those disciples
felt when the doors blew open and the
tongues of flame divided above their
heads.

This is the birth of the church, and in
that moment a million congregations
were born and the lives of tens of
millions over 2000 years were changed;
STILL ARE BEING CHANGED!

The fear and the excitement all in that
same split second, those same feelings
of joy and utter terror. But more, much
more than those physical feelings and
reactive emotions are the sense of awe
and power that they must have felt and
known they had met that Reply – the
Hebrew word which means breath of
God - the Spirit that St John describes
as; 'the wind that blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it,
but do not know where it comes from
or where it goes.’
Awe and wonder in those moments, yet
more awesome was to be the power of
that Spirit at work in their lives after the
experience of Pentecost the Apostles
were wonderfully changed.
The Bible says that Lambs became
Lions, the cowardly became courageous,
the reticent became outspoken; and
the hesitant became confident in their
testimony to Jesus Christ. Where
formerly they had gathered behind
closed doors now they came out
boldly to face the crowds, they were
intoxicated and filled with joy at their
new found spiritual power. It was
only at the moment that the Spirit
descended on them that they and
everything else began to change.
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I know that the word ‘change’ though
exciting to some is threatening to others
but I believe with all my heart that our
generation must seek change, must
strive to bring about a re-birth of the
Church and the renewal of faith across
this nation!
Like many others, I am delighted that
the Archbishops of Canterbury and York
have called for ‘great wave of prayer’
for evangelism during Pentecost.
They have written to every serving
parish priest in the Church of England
expressing their longing “to see a
great wave of prayer across our land,
throughout the Church of England and
many other Churches” from 8th-15th
May.
The week of prayer will culminate in
‘Beacon events’ around the country
over Pentecost weekend, where people
will pray for the renewal of the Holy
Spirit and the confidence to share their
faith.
In their letter the Archbishops said:
“At the heart of our prayers will be
words that Jesus himself taught us;
‘Thy kingdom come, thy will be done.’
It is impossible to overstate the lifetransforming power of the Lord’s Prayer.

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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It is a prayer that is reassuring enough
to be on the lips of the dying and yet
dangerous enough to be banned in
cinemas. It is famous enough to be
spoken each day by billions in hundreds
of languages and yet intimate enough
to draw us ever closer into friendship
with Jesus Christ. It is simple enough
to be memorised by small children and
yet profound enough to sustain a whole
lifetime of prayer. When we pray it
with sincerity and with joy, there is no
imagining the new ways in which God
can use us to his glory.”
The Archbishops are suggesting various
ways churches can engage with the
week of prayer. These include holding a
day or week of continuous ‘24/7’ prayer
as parishes, teams or deaneries; saying
special prayers in Sunday worship;
prayer walking; or handing out a novena
prayer card to every congregation
member.

prompting us, driving us, empowering
us, sending us to build and to rebuild
the Church of Jesus Christ.
Empowering us and sending us to be the
breath of life and spark of flame that
causes a million congregations to burst
into life and millions upon millions more
to come to know the wonder, the glory,
the life that is accepting Jesus as our
lord and saviour. May this pentecost
be the re-birthday of the church in this
place and across this nation!
Come Holy Spirit, breath into us
your power, ignite us with your fire,
that we may be instruments of your
transforming life giving power.
Amen!!!!

We invite as many people as possible
to join us during this week for special
Midday prayers (10-15 mins) on the 9th,
10th 11th 12th and 14th of May. We will
be giving all the children in local schools
special bookmarks and members of our
congregations will receive special prayer
cards. We will also be holding a family
fun event in Kempsey School on Sunday
22nd May 3-5.00 pm followed by BBQ.
Our local Beacon event will be held at
Coventry Cathedral on Sunday 15th
May. Archbishop Justin will send a
message via live video link to other
Beacon events taking place at the same
time as the Canterbury event.
Pentecost is often called the Birthday of
the Church Maybe we don’t experience
the power of the Holy Spirit in the
physical sense of those early disciples
but the power of the HOLY SPIRIT is no
less at work in our lives today, calling us,

FRIDAYS
2:00pm to 4:00 pm
The Function Room
@ The Crown
Main Road Kempsey
www.facebook.com/popuppopinteashop

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Upton Community Care - YOUR COMMUNITY NEEDS YOU!

D

o you remember “One foot in the
grave”, with the newly-retired Victor
Meldrew, still fit enough to misbehave,
wondering what to do with all the time
in the world on his hands? What he
needed was someone to tell him how
he might help his community by offering
some spare time to drive for Upton
Community Care. So don't get bored at
home like Meldrew!
One day, you may need the services of
UCC, but while you are still fit and well,
why not find a few hours a week to drive
people to their medical appointments,
near and far, as often as suits you? Or
can you think of someone in the Upton
area with a car and some spare time?
At the moment, we have about 30
drivers on our books, of whom only six
live in Upton. Under the terms of our
constitution, UCC drivers, however fit,
must stop driving for us at 80. Recently,
a number of drivers have been obliged to
retire on reaching this age, and several
more are approaching it.
More than ever, therefore, we need
new drivers in order to maintain this
voluntary service, which has been
serving people in the Upton area for
over 40 years.
Terms and conditions are simple.
Expenses of 45p.a mile are paid, the
maximum allowable under current
legislation to avoid tax implications, and
there are no insurance problems. The
only special requirement is that you
should hold a DBS certificate, to attest
your good character which we can help
you obtain.
Find out more about our worthwhile
organisation, by phoning 01684 593633.
You can also attending our AGM held in
the Church Room, Upton, at 12.30 on
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Friday 6th May. You will be most warmly
welcomed!
John Lamb
Uptocommunitycare@hotmail.com
UCC Office: 15 High Street
Upton upon Severn, WR8 0HJ
Telephone: 01684 593633
Registered charity no. 1024349

I

hereby give notice of our AGM which
will be held on Friday 6th May 2016 at
12.30 for 1pm Church Room, Upton.
Any non-members are welcome to
attend and we shall be delighted to see
them.
Tea and coffee will be served. Please
bring a packed lunch which you
are welcome to munch during the
proceedings.
Sue Spackman

Teddies for Tragedies

P

lease, put you donated bears, knitted
baby clothes, knitted blankets etc. in
the basket in church, where they will be
collected.
There is also some stuffing for the bears
when you need it, help yourselves to as
much as you need.
The knitted items are now taken by
Pat Wright who stores them ready for
collection.
I would like to thank Mary Read, who has
done this in the
past and has now
handed over to
Pat.
Julia Grant
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Church Services
1st May 6th Sunday of Easter
Kempsey

9.00 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Family Gathering

Kempsey

6.00 pm

Holy Communion

8th May 7th Sunday of Easter
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10:30 am

Informal Communion

Severn Stoke

3.15 pm

Evensong

15th May - Pentecost
Kempsey

8.00 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10:30 am

Informal Worship

Severn Stoke

10:30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey School 4.00 pm

Pop up Pop In Tea & Talk

22nd May Trinity Sunday
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10:30 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10:30 am

Informal Worship

29th MAY Corpus Christi
Kempsey

9:00 am

TBC See Notices 10:30 am

Holy Communion
Benefices Service

5th June 2nd After Trinity
Kempsey

9:00 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10:30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10:45 am

Family Gathering

Kempsey

6:00 pm

Holy Communion

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 10.00 am at St Mary's followed by coffee.
Discussion and Prayer Group
The Discussion and Prayer Group is now
meeting on Tuesday at 2-00 p.m. with
plans to hold another at coffee time or
in the evening for young parents.
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If you would like to hear more please,
contact: Mark, Philippa, Mick or Mary.
Tel. 07403553186
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The Churches of St Mary’s & St Denys’
Rector: Reverend Mark Badger

Apple Tree Cottage 31 Napleton Lane Kempsey
Tel. 01905 820057 Mob 07828233049
E: vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
Curate

PCC Secretary

Church Wardens Severn Stoke

Treasurer

Jim Spence
Tel. 01905 371351

Readers

Rev Philippa Sargent
9 Plovers Rise
Kempsey, WR5 3SA
01905 821012
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
John Henderson
Meadow Hill House
Severn Stoke
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel. 01905 371218

Marian Walters MBE
8 Old Vicarage Close
Kempsey, WR5 3ND
Tel. 01905 820558

Rev David Hassell
14 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 828096

Church Wardens Kempsey
Ann Blackwell
1 The Oaks
Kempsey, WR5 3PN
Tel. 01905 820549

Sheila Cook
32 Lower Ferry Lane
Callow End
Worcester, WR2 4UH
Tel. 01905 831829

Peter Fitzjohn
8 Post Office Lane
Kempsey,
Worcester WR5 3NS
Tel. 01905 820320

Henry Morris
10 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 820601

Paul Kemp
7 Byfields
Kempsey, WR5 3NN
Tel. 01905 821262

Libby James
7 Battenhall Avenue
Worcester, WR5 HN
Tel. 01905 353935

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Feature Articles

CHAMWINO PARISH DIOCESE OF MOROGORO TANZANIA

D

ear Rev. Mark Badger, this article is to
say thank you to yourself and to your
entire church congregation.
St. Paul’s Church Chamwino, really
appreciates the support you have given
us since we started the Nursery School
Project. We thank you for the generosity
you have in your hearts for us. Indeed we
cannot take this for granted. May God
bless you.

Your contributions have been a great
help because without it, we would not
have progressed this far. In some of the
images you will see the nursery building
tables and chairs we have for the nursery
children. Although we are still in the
process of making them, I wanted to
show you the work we are doing.
I remember when corresponding with
Peter Fitzjohn we were in the process of
planning to build the first classroom. He
told us that you were ready to support
us, by buying the equipment; we were
so very joyful to hear that good news. So
we started to build this first classroom.
When it reached to the level of ring
beam the funds we had at that time
finished.
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I shared with you asking for your prayers
and we thank God that you wrote to
me that you were ready to support this
project not only to buy the equipment
as Peter Fitzjohn said, but that you are
ready to continue in the support of
building this classroom as well. It was a
miracle to us brethren.

So from there you sent us approximately
£3,600. This money supported us
from where we stopped up to the
stage you see in the building picture.
Again you sent other funds which
are approximately £2,300 to buy the
equipment.
We have now started buying the chairs
and tables for the children. Tables for
the teachers plus other materials for this
classroom.
We had hoped that the children would
be starting to learn this year, but because
our money ran out, it all came to a stop
and behind schedule.
We still plan after finishing this nursery
class to start the second class and then
third, as we initially planned to build
three classrooms.
Please do not forget us in your prayers
so this community can become a good
place for learning.
Your help and generosity is really a great
support, may God bless you all so much
for your Christian love.
Revd Captain Enock Chibada
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M

embers of Kempsey WI heard
from Linda Bale, a volunteer from
the Alzheimer’s
Society, about
how they can
help people to
live well with
dementia. She spoke about the
nationwide Dementia Friends initiative
and emphasised the importance of
understanding that there is more to
the person with dementia than just the
disease.
Skittles co-ordinator Sue Rimell reported
on Kempsey’s final match of the season,
against St Peter’s at the Alma Tavern in
Worcester. Although the Kempsey team
will not be progressing into the next
round of the competition, members have
enjoyed the matches and it was agreed
to enter again next year.
All members will get the chance to try
skittles at the monthly meeting on May
18th, which will be held at the Crown’s
function room in Main Road, Kempsey.
The annual meeting will be in June.
Carole Levitt

Competition for KidZ results

Taste and Talk is a new
opportunity to get together
and enjoy a time to talk with
friends & neighbours old and
new!
The first meeting will be on
8.00 pm Monday 23rd May
8.00 pm.
@ The Walter D’ Cantelupe
Kempsey
Whiskey tasting & food
Tickets £18
mark.badger@motov8.org.uk
07828 233049

Did you find ALL the bamboo heart
plants in last months issue?
They were on pages
6,9,12,19,33,39,40,42,45 & 46
The Winner is!
Zac Beard, Battenhall, Worcs
Who wins a fabulous heart bracelet,
donated by Kalila Blue!

Toddler Group
St Marys Church Fridays
www.kalilablue.co.uk

(School Term)

11.00 - 12.30

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish Diary for St. Mary’s April 2016
Wednesday May 4th
Friday May 6th 		
Monday May 9th
Monday May 9th
Thursday May12th
Friday May 13th
Wednesday May 18th
Friday May 20th
Friday May 27th

T

Cornflower trip to Ludlow
11am “Little Angels” Pram and toddler group church
10.30am “Coming together “meets in church
7.30pm Healing Prayer Group meets at Gill Warfield’s
2.00pm Women’s Fellowship meets in Community Centre
11am “Little Angels” Pram and toddler group in church
2.30pm Cornflower Club meets in the Parish hall
11am “Little Angels” Pram and toddler group meets church
11am “Little Angels” Pram and toddler group meets church

Date for your Diary; St Mary's Church Fair
Saturday 2nd July; 2 - 4:30 pm

he Summer Fair Team would be
very grateful for any donations of
the following for the summer fair;

All donations can be left at the back
of the church, please mark for the
attention of the Summer Fair Team.

Alcohol, Pimms, Ginger Beer,
wine etc. Plus... Homemade jams,
preserves, cakes, games prizes, more
cakes, raffle gifts, more cakes etc.

We also need people to sell raffle
tickets to friends, neighbours, at work
etc. if you can help please contact
Phil Adams on 01905 357491.
Many thanks!
Summer Fair Team

Tools with a Mission
We continue to collect most
types of tools, carpentry,
building, gardening,
leatherwork, sewing and knitting machines,
cottons, fabrics etc.
These items will now be stored at the home
of Joy Clee, 820317.

Good, clean toys, jigsaws, books for
toy tombola, perfume, body cream
for adult tombola.
If you can help in anyway please
contact;
susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
in the first instance.

Also contact Julie on 820789 for collection.
Thank you again to
Mary Read for all
her work and effort
into storing these
items at her home
ready for collection.
Julia Grant

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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‘YOUR PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS’
Extract of Minutes for meeting of 11th April 2016

L

ast month I spoke about the
localised flooding on the Main
Road at the north of the village.
I am pleased to report that the
County Council have responded to
our problem and have spent a lot of
time rodding and flushing the surface
water drainage system. They found
several blockages which they duly
cleared, allowing water to now run
away normally.
Whilst on the subject of water, some
residents will have received a letter
advising of 16 weeks of road works
and temporary traffic lights along
Main Road while a new water main is
installed.
I am assured by the contractors
that in order to improve traffic flow,
the traffic lights will be manually
controlled at morning and evening
peak times, plus whenever the M5
motorway is closed.
Water related again, I see that yet
another motor car has succumbed to
the hazards of a flooded Rocky ford
and become marooned in the water.
I am not sure how much larger the
warning signs could be, so maybe we
should close the ford to motor traffic
completely and enjoy it as the beauty
spot it could be made into.
I would like to thank the members of
Kempsey PACT group who recently
did a litter pick throughout the village
and collected a record amount of
litter. It is a shame that they found
any litter, but their efforts do make
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our parish a better place to live.
Please check out
www.kempseyhub.co.uk to find out
more about the PACT group.
By the time you will be reading
this magazine our Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) consultation
period will be over. All the comments
that we have received will now be
collated, studied, and if required,
be built into a revised document
ready for submission to Malvern Hills
District Council for their appointed
inspector to consider.
Kempsey FLAG have a sum of money
left in their account that they need to
clear. They felt that it should be put
towards a project that will benefit our
village, so they have most generously
donated it towards a defibrillator
for the benefit of all the many users
of Kempsey Community Centre. We
should all be very grateful to them as
it may one day save one of us.
Meeting held on 11th April 2016
The Environment committee reported
that hedge clearance work at two
locations along the Main Road had
been completed.
The Commons and Hams committee
reported that work has been carried
out at Normoor Common to thin out
the overgrown boundary hedges and
trees.
The Recreation committee reported
that a RoSPA inspection had been
carried out on all the play and gym
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Coming Together Fellowship
equipment on the playing fields at
Plovers Rise, and all had been found
to be satisfactory and Low Risk.
The Planning Committee reported
that two breaches of planning
conditions had taken place within
the village and had been reported to
MHDC where Enforcement Files have
been opened.
The full council resolved to acquire
ownership of Kempsey Community
Youth Centre and to sign the legal
documents allowing this, following
the closure of the charity previously
owning the building.
Trevor Geens, Chairman

W

e had a good meeting with
David Cockeram (apologies for
wrong spelling in April Klinks).
We meet again on Monday May
9th where our guest speaker will be
Philippa Sargent our Curate at St.
Mary’s.
June 13th will be Peter Holzapfel.
We meet in the Church at 10-30 for
coffee and a chat followed at 11-00
with our speaker and finishing with a
light lunch for more fellowship.
We are an ecumenical fellowship and
welcome ladies and gentlemen to
come and join us.
Julia Grant 820138
Carol Shaw-Ling 821467

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Kempsey Parish Council Contacts
Parish Council Representatives

Name
Contact #
Mr M J Bannister 01905
820180
Mr D Bevan
01905
820171
Mr K Blackwell
01905
820549

Address
52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG

Mr T Frazer-Cann 01905
828254
Mr T Geens
01905
820997
Mrs P Gerrard
01905
820955
Mr H Hanmer
01905
821931
Mr B Hodgkins
01905
828449
Mr J Michael
01905
820966
Miss A Patrick
01905
828476
Mr D Pugh
07419
120522
Mrs A Smith
07807
777783
Dr C Waller
01905
828383

5 Bramblewood, Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3FL

17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PN

16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE
23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PU
7 Napleton Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PT
18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL
90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LH
Durridge House, Kerswell Green, Worcester, WR5
3PF
49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG
Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer The Parish Office is located to the rear
Mrs S Baxter,
of The Community Centre. The office is
Parish Office
open to the public between 10.00am
Community Centre
and 14:00 Monday to Friday. Outside
Main Road
these hours, messages may be left on
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
the office answering machine and will
T: 01905 828183
be dealt with when the Clerk is next on
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
duty.
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community
Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during Democratic Half Hour at the
start of each monthly meeting. Kempsey Hub: www.kempseyhub.co.uk
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District Councillors
Mr D T Harrison
8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 828107
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net

Mr J. Michael,
18 Meadow Close,
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
T: 01905 820966
E: richardjmichael@btinternet.com

Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams
0300 333 3000
E-sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Worcestershire Hub
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
T: 01684 862151 Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern,
Worcs, WR14 3AF
County Councillor
Mr Roger Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green, Upton Upon Severn,
Worcs, WR8 0QQ - T: 01684 593282
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
E-mail: rsutton@worcestershire.gov.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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District Councillor

District Councillor David Harrison Report (Kempsey Ward)
Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other
items that I have been involved with recently.

T

he Easter period has been a quiet
month and I have only attended six
meetings – the least in any month since I
became a District Councillor.
Pharmacy Kempsey: The village has
still not received a response regarding
a possible Pharmacy within Kempsey at
the time that this has gone to press.
Planning: Again there are several small
applications for amendments to property
but no new applications for houses
this month. Both Cllr John Michael and
myself have been busy dealing with
several complaints and possible breaches
of planning permissions and discussions
with officers at Malvern over these
queries.
Road Works and Road Closures: the “cut
through” via Wadborough Road to the
Pershore Road, the work has finished for
the time being but due to return with
traffic lights for 3 days between 25th to
27th April (previously reported as 13th
June and 29th June.
Over the next few months, there will still
be traffic lights appearing in Kempsey for
the new developments and closures on
the M5 in both directions between the
M42 and Junction 7.
Bestmans Lane Closure: This is due to
close 15th to 17th June for Severn Trent
to connect a water pipe.
Kinnersley to Kerswell Green and High
Green: C2056/C2105 this is due to have
“surface dressing” and will be closed also
for 1 day between 27th April and 28th
May in sections.
Clifton: More accidents have occurred
on this fast bend through the hamlet
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and it is suggested
that you keep your
speed down.
A new road
surface is due to
be installed before
30th September
(using Stop/Go
boards). The Parish Council are trying
to get this brought forward due to at
least 4 accidents in the last 12 months.
Worcestershire County Council have also
installed chevrons.
Complaints: a complaint on the
site behind “The Lawns” has been
investigated by West Mercia Police’s
local Wildlife Crime Officer, regarding
work undertaken on the hedges during
the “bird nesting dates” and also the
work undertaken regarding the “Badger
Set” behind “The Firs” is still under
investigation.
Buses: A new improved bus service to
Kempsey came into force on Monday
11th April but other services in the
County have been cut including the bus
from Worcester to the Hospital. I assume
that this is one of the benefits of the
“developers in Kempsey’s contributions
to transport” but will have more details
next month.
Hillside Kempsey Waste Collections:
unfortunately Malvern Hills District
Council have been unable to access
some houses in Hillside and thus various
waste collections have been missed.
Discussions are continuing between
Fortis, MHDC and WCC to see if the
access road can be widened.
Ward Grants: My £500 District Council
2015/2016 Grant to organisations within
the Ward have been split as follows...

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

District Councillor
•
•
•
•
•
•

£100 towards the continued running
of the Severn Stoke Village Hall
Website
£80 towards St Denys Church
£80 towards Severn Stoke FLAG
appeal
£80 towards Kempsey Cornflower
Group
£80 towards Kempsey Tuesday
Friendship Club
£80 towards Kempsey Brownies and
Guides Club

Celebrations in 1953: I have heard that
there were many celebratory mugs from
the Coronation of Her Majesty Queen
Elizabeth II on June 2nd 1953 and one
shown here from Cllr Ann Patrick.

please contact 01684-593254 or
info@uptonjazz.co.uk or myself.
There are a variety of “jobs” available
which would reward you with free tickets
for the festival.
Councillor David Harrsion
Kempsey Ward

My website;
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk is
now being regularly updated and has
full details of probable road closures
that may affect parishioners, details of
broadband, local planning application
and several other items happening
within the District Council and the
villages. Have a look if you can?
Please feel free to contact either of your
District Councillors with any questions or
problem. Contact Details;
John Michael Tel. 01905 820966
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

The weather was “rain all day” and all
the children were in Fancy Dress and had
a “scrumptious tea” on “Aston Fields”
(now Aston Close off Rookery Road,
Kempsey).
The Celebrations on 21st April will
have taken place on Kempsey Common
organised by Kempsey Parish Council for
the Queens 90th Birthday, and I hope
that you will have enjoyed this unique
occasion.

David Harrsion Tel. 01905 828107
E: davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, WR5 3LD
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk

Please note that the contents of this article
are provided by David Harrison who is the
sole person responsible for the accuracy.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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31st Upton Jazz Festival 23rd to 26th
June: If you would like to assist either
before or during this year’s festival then
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Parish News

Cornflower Club

O

April 6th we saw our old friend Brian
Draper entertain us with slides and a talk
about where to find wildlife along the
River Severn, very interesting.

n March 23rd
we had a
wonderful parade
of Easter Bonnets
by our members
and Ann Smith had
a difficult job
deciding who
should win.

On May 4th we have a half day mystery
trip ending up in Ludlow for lunch. May
18th, Tony Breeden entertains us with
‘Memory Lane’ singalong.

Ann also talked briefly about the
Kempsey Neighbourhood Development
Plan and how important it was to fill in
the Representation Form and hand it
into the Parish Office by the 30th April.
We also had a bring and buy, a quiz and
time for bingo before finishing at 4-30.

St Mary’s Flowers Rota
Sunday 1st May
Wedding
Sunday 8th May
Sheila Cook
Saturday 14th May
Wedding
Sunday 22nd May
Kath Padden
Sunday 29th May
Pam Williams
Sunday 5th June
Marian Walters
Saturday 11th June
Wedding
Sunday 19th June
Sue Fitzjohn
Sunday 26th June
Nicola Dudley
26

We meet in the Parish Hall, fortnightly
on a Wednesday afternoon, 2-30 until
4-30. If you are a lady or gentleman over
60 years and would like to join us please,
come along and see what goes on.
Sally Linsey 820476
Julia Grant 820138

Women’s Fellowship

A

t our first meeting held in the
Community Centre on a Thursday
afternoon, Gilly Warfield kept us all
pleasantly amused with the reading of
a selection of Joyce Grenfell poems.
Thank-you Gilly. On Thursday 12th
May, we meet again at 2.00pm at the
Community Centre to listen to Tom
Vaughan speaking about the Saxon Burial
site.
Any ladies living in, or attending one of
the churches in the Kempsey / Severn
Stoke / Kerswell Green area who would
like to join us on a Thursday afternoon,
would be most welcome.
Wendy Coen

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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Quiz Page

From the Curious Curate!
Something a bit different for May – a Sudoku!

April solution:

Congratulations to Carole Shaw-Ling
for winning the wordsearch in March.

1 Sheep Gone Astray (Matt 18)
2 Small Copper Coins (Lk 21)
3 Persons of the Trinity
Last month’s solution
4 Gospel Writers
5 Wise or Foolish Bridesmaids (Matt 25)
6 Days of Creation (Gen 1)
7 Ears of Grain (Gen 41)
8 Verses in Psalm 3
9 Ungrateful Lepers (Lk 17)
10 Commandments (Ex 20)
Entries to Philippa at
11 Disciples who went to Galilee (Matt
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
28)
or to 9, Plover’s Rise by 21st May.
12 Tribes of Israel
The solution will be published in
13 at the Lord’s Supper (apologies –
next month’s magazine and the prize
there was a typo in this question)
winner (Drawn from all correct entries)
40 Days in the Wilderness (Mk 1)
announced on the pew sheet.
150 Psalms in the Bible
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

A

s the days of late spring give us
expectations of the summer (we
hope) to come, the Club has been
busy planning its next season, which
will commence in September. Details
of this will be revealed at the Annual
General Meeting, which will be held on
Wednesday 11th May, commencing at
7.30 pm, and will thereafter be published
on our website:
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
During the summer the membership
does tend, bar the occasional informal
meet-up, to go their own separate
ways, but the Club will have its regular
exhibition of our work at the St Mary's
Fete on Saturday 2nd July, where we
would be delighted to see all who are
interested in photography (and most
particularly any who might be interested
in joining us in September!).
Come the autumn, we would be
delighted to welcome visitors, whether
primarily interested in photography,
or for a specific subject or speaker, to
any of our meetings. Many previous

Feature Articles
visitors have subsequently joined the
Club which, although thriving, remains
sociable, broadly-based and inclusive.
Our sixteen meetings in the coming
season will be on the second and fourth
Wednesdays of each month from
September (excepting late December),
with all meetings commencing at 7.30
pm in the Kempsey Community Centre
in Main Road. We seek to encourage
and inspire each other by holding
competitions, practical evenings and
outings, and by hosting talks and
demonstrations of photographic work.
We look forward to seeing a good
number of you at the Fete or, if this
isn't possible, then on another future
occasion.
In the meantime, the premonitions
of summer are brought out in the
accompanying photograph of a butterfly.
"Essex Skipper" is by Tony Woods,
whose natural history photography has
achieved an increasingly high standard
during his time with the Club.
Malcolm A Hay, Secretary

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Parish EVENTS!

St Mary’s 100 Club

Lovely photo of Shereen Angel
& Thomas Richmond on their
wedding day!

Winners for March!
1st - Bernice Hassell
2nd - Sue Loader
3rd - Sally Linsey
If you would like to join the St Mary’s
100 club for more information please
contact Sue Fitzjohn on 07796134239.

W

Thank you!

e would like to thank all those who
donated homemade soup, those
who served and helped with the food at
The Firs during Lent.
We offered 12 different soups over the 6
weeks and served 152 meals.
We are happy to say we achieved a profit
of £586.30, which will go to Barnabas
Fund in support of feeding projects
worldwide.

Flower Club

A

lthough our April meeting was on a
very wet afternoon we were given a
warm welcome at Revills and enjoyed a
lovely fire to sit beside.
The next meeting will be on 9th May at
2.30, and we are going to the Wyevale
Garden Centre on the Droitwich Road.
Let me know if you need a lift.
Joy Dale 820417

Linda Jenkins, Mary Read & Julia Grant

Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01886 821933
07798 790913

•

Certificate issued

Andysweeps.com

•

Weekend/Evening sweeps available

•

Traditional brush/Power sweep

•

Stove maintenance
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Parish Records

From the Parish Registers

St Deny’s, Severn Stoke, St Mary Magdalen Croome D’Abitot
& St Mary the Virgin, Kempsey

Funerals

30th March
William Davies

Weddings
1 April
Shereen Angel & Thomas Richmond
2nd April
Rebecca Swift & Martin Fretwell
16th April
Jennifer Smith & Jonathan Luke
1st May
Henrietta Brown & Gary Witts

20th April
Stephen Phillip Rowberry
21st April
John Roe
Ruth Lillian Hyett
Sadly we remember
Betty Bashford
who passed away on
11th April

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Local Schools News

HANLEY CASTLE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

O

n April 12th we were visited by
Joanna Millan from the Holocaust
Educational Trust. A survivor from
the horrors of the Holocaust, Joanna
spoke powerfully about her story which
reflected the courage and horrific
circumstances borne by so many.
Our young people who heard this
testimony will surely take forward
these lessons. Our own Holocaust
ambassadors, sixth formers, Chloe
Sharman and Richard Waters will
represent the school throughout the
year in other Holocaust remembrance
activities including a visit to AuschwitzBirkenau.

Within a few weeks of this visit many of
our sixth formers are being asked to vote
in the upcoming local elections and later
in June, the European Referendum.

been able to get pupils
to participate in greater
numbers and across
more events than the
other colleges.
We place great store in our pupils having
a go and gaining experiences outside of
their comfort zone, so whether we are
getting our students to enter ‘The Chef
of the Year’ competition, take part in the
sixth form debating event or completing
a physical challenge, they will always
have plenty to do beyond their academic
studies and also score points in the allimportant college showdown.
The exam season will soon be upon us
with years nine and ten starting their
exams after the May Day bank holiday
and the first GCSE, AS and A2 exams
starting on the 16th May and running
until the 29th June.
Our very best wishes to all of our pupils
as they prepare for these crucial weeks.
Best wishes
Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)

One thing we would urge is that all of
our eligible pupils take up their right
to vote in these free and democratic
elections, for this was the sacrifice made
by so many that we could live in peace
with our European neighbours.
Each year, across the school students
participate in a myriad of activities
that gain points towards our college
competition. We have three colleges;
Burley, Gilbert and Horton and the
‘College Shield’ is awarded by the head,
Mrs Cooke, in the first assembly of the
summer term.
This year’s winners were Burley and as is
often the case, the winning college has
36
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Feature Articles

Justin Welby is reinventing how to be a church leader
in a sceptical world

L

ast month, Christians were given
two irreducibly modern versions of
leadership on familial love. Pope Francis
published Amoris Laetitia(The Joy of
Love), his vision for the Catholic church’s
teaching on romantic and parental
relationships, which sought to present
the church’s traditional view of abortion,
homosexuality and divorce in a context
that emphasised compassion, and an
acknowledgement of complexity above
the stern absolutes that we’re used to.

When the news about the Archbishop
of Canterbury’s parentage broke,
though, the limits on the force of any
such document were made abundantly
clear. Justin Welby explained that he had
recently learned his father was not Gavin
Welby, the whisky salesman married to
his mother, but Sir Anthony Montague
Browne, private secretary to Winston
Churchill, with whom his mother had had
what was rather primly referred to as a
“liaison” shortly before her marriage.

No one should mistake Amoris Laetitia
for a piece of cuddly revisionism. But
in an institution so intractably absolute
as the Catholic church, the tonal and
practical steps that the document does
take, omitting the usual description
of gay relationships as “intrinsically
disordered” and encouraging clerics
to reach their own conclusions on
communion divorcees, are no small
thing. Within the straitjacket of his
position, Pope Francis appears to be
wiggling his hands around as much as
possible.

The proof of this had not come about
by any involuntary tabloid sting, but
because Welby had agreed to the Daily
Telegraph’s suggestion of a DNA test, and
then to speak to the newspaper about it.
Welby’s response was extraordinary
for its unabashed acceptance of the
compromises that decorate most human
relationships, and for his insistence that
the news could not define him.

Welby’s response was extraordinary for
its acceptance of the compromises that
decorate most human relationships

“Although there are elements of
sadness,” he said in a statement, “and
even tragedy in my father’s case, this is
a story of redemption and hope from a
place of tumultuous difficulty and near
despair in several lives … I know that
I find who I am in Jesus Christ, not in
genetics, and my identity in him never
changes.”
The papal document
will, of course, have
more significant practical
ramifications. But the
archbishop’s explanation
of his family history surely
resonates more deeply
with more people, and
provides a powerful
example of the role that
even an avowed atheist
might hope for religious
leaders to take today.
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Neither the archbishop nor Pope Francis
could easily be confused with Peter
Tatchell, but within the practical and
political limits that their lumbering
institutions present, both men seem to
have recognised that they need to do
more to show that Christianity is not a
magisterial rulebook designed to tell
you why you’re a monster, but rather
a merciful companion in life’s hardest
times.
And while that emphasis is of some value
in a document that in the end very few
people will read and which leaves the
church’s sternest diktats in place, it could
hardly be more powerfully presented
than in Welby’s testimony.
He has, after all, been through very much
worse than this: when one considers the
tragic death of his baby daughter in a
car crash in 1983, the idea that anyone
could view something so relatively trivial
as a sexual indiscretion as a catastrophe

Feature Articles
begins to seem absurd. His personal
generosity – to his flock and to his
family – reminds us that, while personal
troubles aren’t exactly a qualification
for moral leadership, they are bound to
make its practice more meaningful to the
people who need it most.
Religious leaders are too often
comfortable with being presented as
the voice of God; infallible messengers
of a ludicrously absolute truth that
may bring misery to those who seek to
follow it. Justin Welby’s story, messy and
ordinary as it is, also gives Anglicans,
Catholics, and other faiths alike a glimpse
of a model that is surely more likely to
sustain their relevance in an ever-more
sceptical world: one which understands
that, in the end, the influence of their
commandments will always be dictated
by the voice in which they are spoken.
Archie Bland
the Guardian

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome
United Benefice of Kempsey and Severn
Stoke with Croome d’Abitot Church
St Denys’ Church, Severn Stoke

T

he church reverted to Summer Mode
in time for Easter with services
conducted in the Nave and Chancel.
Many thanks to those who lifted down
the remaining pews and furniture,
which had been on high when floods
threatened in January and to those who
decorated the church so beautifully for
Easter.
At recent Vestry Meeting, Jim Spence
and John Henderson were re-elected
as your Churchwardens. The Parochial
Church Council were re-elected enbloc, but we gave a fond farewell to
Sheila Cook, who wished to stand
down. We are so grateful to her for her
loyal commitment to St Denys’ Church
community and her wise counsel.

FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN STOKE
Raising funds to modernise the church!
t the recent AGM, the committee
were re-elected to continue their
excellent work to arrange fun and fund
raising events for the maintenance of the
Church and for the modernisation plan.

A

Thanks to Craig Morgan, for his talk on
the good work going on in the Benefice
to involve children at Kempsey Primary
School in the varied out of school groups
for fun, sports and entertainment.
‘Murder on the Terrace’ to be held at
Severn Bank House, Severn Stoke on
Sunday 12th June. Tickets are selling
fast, be sure to get yours!
(See advert below for more details).
Keep up to date with the Kempsey,
Croome & Severn Stoke Parishes website
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk/st-denys
click on Calendar. Look us up!

Murder on The Terrace
a lighthearted whodunnit!
OPEN AIR PERFORMANCE BY

HEARTBREAK PRODUCTIONS

12th June 2016
At

Severn Bank House, Severn Stoke
Please bring garden chairs/picnic rugs and
why not bring a picnic, some wine or even
champagne to celebrate the Queen’s Birthday!
(Soft drinks and ices available on site)
Time: 2.30 pm – “doors” open at 1.45 pm
Tickets: £15.00 (groups of 10 for the price of 9) Under 10’s Free
Available from: 01905-371746 01905-371318 01684-560927
The Friends of St. Denys Church Fundraising Event!
For more details go to www.friendsextra.simplesite.com
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Severn Stoke & Croome
Christmas Card Competition!
Graphic or Photographic
he Friends would like to offer a new
Christmas Card for sale and invites
you to submit photographs/graphics of
suitable subjects, relating to St Denys
and its environs.

T
T

im Weeks, the Chairman of the Severn
Stoke Flood Alleviation Group (FLAG)
reports that he met recently with the
Environment Agency (EA) who confirmed
that they remained committed to a Flood
Alleviation Scheme for the village.
All the issues about the scheme itself
(the route, land-owners consent,
local impact etc) are well known and
understood and will be bottomed out
when the EA embarks on the next stage
of the plan (a detailed design and project
appraisal).
Funds have been earmarked for this
process, but they won’t be committed
until the EA are comfortable that the
project remains financially viable.
Thus the REAL issue that remains is the
funding shortfall. This will be addressed
when the EA meet with Harriett Baldwin
MP shortly for a Funding Strategy
Meeting. We should know soon
thereafter how successful she has been
in gaining financial support from other
Government Agencies etc.
Meanwhile, the FLAG is looking into
a Community Lead Scheme along the
lines of the Beauchamp Lane Callow End
Scheme to see whether this might be an
alternative approach.
Julia Snowball, Secretary Severn Stoke
Flood Action Group (FLAG) can be
contacted on 01905 371 371.
Anyone wishing to join the FLAG should
contact: Tim Weeks on 01905 371309
or email him at;
timothy.weeks@btopenworld.com

Here is what you do:
It’s open to all ages. Hard Copy Entries,
no larger than 6”x4” (150mmx100mm)
should be submitted to;
Sarah Watkins, Sheepcote Farm, Severn
Stoke, WR8 9JE. Open: 1st May 2016 and
by no later than 31st July, 2016.
Each Entry is to be accompanied by a
£1.00 payment and should have your
name, address and contact number
written clearly on the reverse. The
winning entry will attract a cash prize
and the honour of having your design
printed for Christmas Cards, to raise
funds for St Denys’ Church.
We regret that we cannot return your
original artwork to you, but where
possible we should like to have your
picture available as a ‘jpeg’ to enable
first class printing reproduction.
The Best of luck!!

SEVERN STOKE Church Flowers
Thank you to Eileen & Jean for helping
to decorate the church for Easter, also
thanks to Jane Ward for the Easter
arrangement & Mr & Mrs Johnson for
the Lilies the church looked lovely!
Rota for May
Jane Hall /Jane Ward
1st May
Cara Henderson
8th & 15th May
Lyn Everett
22nd & 29th May
If you are interested in joining our rota
please contact Jane Hall
01684 592924 / 07917821608

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croome

SEVERN STOKE Church Cleaning

St. Deny’s Pipe Organ Appeal

April 8th
Mrs & Mr Price
April 22nd
Mrs & Mr Hanmer
May 6th
Mrs Gaywood & Mrs Linsey
May 20th
Mrs & Mr Gittins
June 3rd
Mr Henderson & friend

We have reached our goal!!
hank you, from the bottom of my
heart, for the generosity shown in
achieving our goal of raising enough
funds to start the work on a new blower,
for the organ.

SEVERN STOKE & KINNERSLEY
100 Club

April's Lucky £30 winner was
Bert Male of Severn Stoke
Gentle reminder that your subs of £15
each for 2016 were due in January. Your
continued support is essential!
New members, always welcome
there is a £30 winner each month with
an additional £100 bonus
prize in December.
Cheques in favour of ‘Friends of St
Denys‘, please to: John Henderson, 100
Club Secretary, Meadow Hill House,
Severn Stoke, Worcester, WR8 9JP or
T: 01905 371218 for more information

The National Trust
Croome Park & Court

Access to the Park and Court is only
through the main Visitor Reception and
Car Park. The Park is open every day
from 10.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. and the
House is open every day, from 11.00
a.m. to 4.30 p.m. The Restaurant and
the Shop are open between 10.00 a.m.
and 5.00 p.m.
For more details and events, contact
01905 371 006 or e-mail:
croome@nationaltrust.org.uk or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome
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T

Everyone knows how much this organ,
the congregation and it’s rightful place in
church means to me. To be able to play
this organ again will be wonderful.
It is hoped the work will start very soon.
Thank you once again!
Sally Linsey, Organist & P.C.C. Treasurer

T

Christian Aid Week

here will be the annual house to
house collection round the Parish
between 15th and 21st May.
Please give as generously as you can to
support assistance to those in famine,
disease and war torn parts of the world,
who are in desperate need.
Please contact John Henderson on
01905 371 218, if you can help with
distribution and collection of the
donation envelopes.
Our best year was 2007, when we raised
£760.
Last year, we raised £558.24; let’s see if
we can beat that this year.
Thank you!

SEVERN STOKE Parish Hall
The Parish Hall at Severn Stoke is a
Great place to hold parities!
To Book Call
Trish Rowe on 01905 371339 or
Dave Thompson on 01905 371171
Please also visit our NEW website!
www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

St Mark's Gospel
In St Denys’ Church on Sunday,
3rd July at 2.30 pm

Severn Stoke & Croome

C

anon Alan Rowell of Truro Cathedral
presents his translation from the
Greek of St Mark’s Gospel in an original
and unique performance. This will be
a memorable and absorbing drama,
rendered in modern language in Alan’s
inimitable way.
He has taken his solo production
all over the country and has kindly
volunteered to perform this in aid of the
St Denys’ Church modernisation project.
(donations welcomed)
Free entrance with tea and biscuits
during the interval.
This is a must see and hear occasion
open to everyone!
Contact John Henderson 01905 371 218
for more information.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Kempsey Recorded Music Society

T

he Society starts its 19th season
during May with presentations taking
place on the 5th and 19th of this month.
Typical presentations will be mostly from
the classical genre, supplemented by
the occasional screening of opera/ballet
performances on DVDs.

O

ur next meeting is in the Parish Hall
on Sunday 15th May at 10:30am,
starting with tea/coffee and biscuits.

Our member generated programmes will
be supplemented by visiting presenters
giving us quite an eclectic mix of musical
choices.

We gather together to celebrate God’s
goodness and His love for us. Why don’t
you come along and join with us, you
would be most welcome. We will have a
time of worship and Dave Norton will be
sharing with us.

New comers are always given a warm
welcome to our fortnightly meetings
starting at 7.30 pm, held in the very
comfortable lounge at the ‘Firs’.

We have a shared lunch at the end of
the meeting and you would be most
welcome to stay and enjoy this and some
friendly chat.

For further details please contact our
Secretary, Anne Skerm: 01905 820153
George Milton

For more information please contact
Dave and Ann Norton on 01905 820401
or visit our website
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

Workshop Solutions for the
Professional
www.emotivsales.co.uk
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Christian Aid Week - 15th - 21st May

P

Parish News

eople living close to the River Severn,
especially in riverside communities
like Kempsey and Severn Stoke, are all
too familiar with the devastation and
misery left behind by flood water.

Christian Aid does more. They raise
money which enables the silt island
homes to be “raised” and made safe
from swirling water and safe for livestock
too.

As a boy I lived in a Devonshire town
where two rivers met. The lower town
was often flooded too and I can still
smell the stench of the aftermath and
see the tide mark where red water had
swirled through cottages. I remember
too the sodden mattresses and carpets
left outside. And the bewilderment and
quiet misery of families.

Feroza has been fortunate. Thanks to
Christian Aid her home is now safe and
dry. Her children are safe. All their lives
have been wonderfully transformed.

These experiences should make us
especially sympathetic to those for
whom flooding is not an occasional but
an almost daily threat. I’m thinking of
women like Morsheda and Feroza and
their families who live at the mercy
of the mighty River Brahmaputra in
Bangladesh.

There are many, many thousands.
Will you, can you, help?

Morsheda’s and Feroza’s stories are
being highlighted by Christian Aid this
year. You will find their pictures on our
posters and in the leaflets that have
been produced as part of this year’s
house to house collection.
On silt islands in the disease ridden
waters of the Brahmaputra the “poorest
of the poor” (including Morsheda and
Feroza) struggle to feed and protect their
children.
In a short film produced by Christian Aid
we see Morshed’s children perched on
tables in the rough shack that is home
dangling their feet into the water that
covers the floor. Poor Morshed lives
with the constant fear that one of the
toddlers will slip into the murky water
and drown. When the children can’t see
her she weeps with despair. Any viewer
will weep with her.

This year Christian Aid wants to multiply
this small miracle and let other families,
like Morshed’s, know the joy that is now
Ferozas’.

We badly need as many volunteers as
possible so we can visit as many homes
as possible. I know it’s not easy but the
need is so great.
Thank you so much to all who have put
their hands up already..
If you would like to know more please
contact Kim and myself at;
60A Main Road or telephone 01905
820209 or e mail us at;
dowainbell@yahoo.co.uk
Please give as generously as you can......
and look out for details of a breakfast we
hope to put on soon.
Thank you
Owain Bell
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Letter from the Archdeacon of Dudley - Thy Kingdom Come!

M

any of us lack confidence in talking
about our faith, perhaps we’re only
just beginning to realise how easy it is
to share a story of how God has been at
work in our life with a friend, or perhaps
we’ve yet to be convinced. Hopefully
what we can all do, however long we
have been a disciple of Jesus, is pray!
This month there is an opportunity to
do this in an intentional way, praying for
our friends to discover what it means to
have a relationship with Jesus. Churches
across the country are signing up to join
a great wave of prayer for our nation to
know Jesus Christ.

In the week before Pentecost this year
(8th – 15th May), the Archbishops
of Canterbury and York have invited
every church in England to pray for all
Christians to be blessed with new joy and
confidence to share their faith.
Many churches are considering hosting
24-7 prayer rooms. Some prayer rooms
will be held across a rural benefice or
deanery, others in larger churches or
with sisters and brothers from other
denominations and streams. There will
even be a dedicated prayer room at the
heart of Lambeth Palace, the home of
the Archbishop of Canterbury.
A round the clock prayer room can
sound a daunting prospect, but when I
was involved in one in my curacy parish
in London it was a really powerful
experience, where my faith grew
enormously.
We’ve committed as a diocese to pray
for the week, with sign up slots on the
website, so you can join in from home
if you can’t make it to an actual prayer
room. Perhaps sign up for an hour with
a few friends from your church, and pray
for five people each!
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There are lots of ideas about how to pray
on the website:
http://thykingdom.co.uk/
including some inspiring videos,
encouraging stories and practical ideas.
In the letter to all clergy announcing this
wave of prayer the Archbishops said:
“At the heart of our prayers will be
words that Jesus himself taught us – ‘Thy
kingdom come, thy will be done.’
It is impossible to overstate the life
transforming power of the Lord’s Prayer.
It is a prayer that is reassuring enough
to be on the lips of the dying and yet
dangerous enough to be banned in
cinemas. It is famous enough to be
spoken each day by billions in hundreds
of languages and yet intimate enough
to draw us ever closer into friendship
with Jesus Christ. It is simple enough
to be memorised by small children and
yet profound enough to sustain a whole
lifetime of prayer. When we pray it
with sincerity and with joy, there is no
imagining the new ways in which God
can use us to his glory.”
As the kingdom peoples of the Diocese
of Worcester this prayer is a core part
of our life together. I do encourage you
to pray it with faith as you pray for your
friends, as part of this national wave of
prayer.
The Venerable Nikki Groarke
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Parish Contacts

More Useful Contacts
DR. Craig Morgan
Children & Youth Worker,
KreativKidz
Fiona Harrison
Wedding Enquiries

07837
128967

craig.morgan@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

01905
820067

harrisonfiona@hotmail.com

Ann Norton
01905
Little Angels Toddler Group 820401

annanddave12@hotmail.co.uk

Les Turner
Grace Community

01905
820120

www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

Name

Number

Name

Number

Brownie Guides

01905 820901

2nd Brownie Guides

07825 786604

Scouts

01905 764168

Cub Scouts

01905 764168

Beaver Scouts

01905 764168

Craft Club

01905 828476

Kempsey Camera Club

01905 351041

Competition Club

01905 821462

Kempsey Angling Association

01905 821666

Pilates

07903 901956

Symphony Dance School

01886 833263

Dance Class

01905 424415

Kempsey Women’s Fellowship

01905 828096

Kempsey Men’s
Fellowship

01905 820129

St Mary’s Church Bellringers

01905 820601

Cornflower Club

01905 820476

St Mary’s Flower Club

01905 820417

Women’s Institute (WI)

01905 821189

Mother’s Union (Upton Deanery)

01684 592309

Kempsey Cricket Club &
Juniors

07753 607979

Kempsey Sports Association

01905 821215

Kempsey Lawn Tennis Club

07960 002349

Kempsey Colts Football Club

01905 821994

Kempsey United Football
Club

01905 821215

Dance Exercise Classes

01905 353052

Bridge Club

01905 820786

Kempsey Recorded Music Soc.

01905 820153

Art group

01905 820595

S.Worcs Ass. of Retired Persons

01905 27421

Yoga

01905 828404

Kempsey Doctors Surgery

01905 820466

Local Policing team

01905 338765

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

55

