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From the Editor

M

any thanks for all the kind
comments in regards to February's
edition, which was my first for those who
were not aware. I hope you will continue
to enjoy the changes!

need to be delivered to Julie Grant, 34
St Mary’s Close, by 12th of each month.
Call Kate Badger if you wish to have a
K.LINKS delivered on 01905 820057.
Thank you!

If you would like to contribute to the
magazine but feel you could not write an
article, you could send photos as these
are always useful to help brighten up the
magazine. You can email your pictures to
susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk

New Home Wanted.....

Deadline for all articles is 12 noon on the
14th of each month. Items for typing
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for a1950’s BENTLEY upright Piano
purchased from Austin’s Music.
Provenance known, in good working
order and in tune. Free for Collection.
Contact Mrs Ann Blackwell,
Tel 01905 820549

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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The Rector Writes

A

s you read this we will be fast
approaching Easter, the great festival
of the Church that proclaims the death
and resurrection of Jesus Christ. It is this
Easter story which is at the heart of the
Christian faith for we are ‘Easter People.’
Jesus came to proclaim God’s love for the
world, to show us how to live, how to be
fully human. Jesus walked the earth and
carried out mission, a mobile ministry
of teaching and healing, of proclaiming
the good news of the Kingdom of God.
It was a ministry and a mission that
demanded of him the ultimate sacrifice
of his own life so that we might know
what is the height, breadth and depth of
God’s love!
The Church of England is called, as are
all Churches, to carry forward the work
that Jesus Christ began in all aspects
of the life of people in society. Jesus
said to those who followed him ‘As the
Father has sent me, so do I send you.’
Christians are called to be a missionary
people because the Mission of the
Church is the Mission of Christ: That
mission is:

To proclaim the Good News
of the Kingdom
To teach, baptise and
nurture new believers
To respond to human need
by loving service
To seek to transform unjust
structures of society
To strive to safeguard the
integrity of creation and
sustain and renew the life of
the earth

Each time a Church of England clergy
person takes up a new post we make
the promise: ‘to proclaim the Gospel
afresh in each generation’. This promise,
this calling, is at the heart of our life
and work as ordained ministers of the
Church.
Although not all of us are ordained, all
Christians are ‘ministers’ each of us is
called to serve in a different way each
according to our own gifts and talents
Likewise, we are all called to share the
good news of Jesus to our generation,
to make him to be known afresh in each
generation! Our understanding of the
Gospel is shaped by culture and we are
called to proclaim in new ways to the
world that we live in, to the world as it
is right now. We are called to proclaim
in ways that are relevant, vibrant and
powerful within the context of our own
lives and communities.
Mission-proclaiming the good news of
Jesus Christ should, and must be, at the
heart of all that we are and all that we
do as both as individual Christians and as
the church community. Therefore, I want
to make MISSION our No1 PRIORITY
and working with our neighbours and
ecumenical partners we will be looking
to introduce new and innovative ways
of sharing in God’s mission together and
sharing the good news of Jesus within
our communities.

Together we seek to be Kingdom People,
to live that way of life in the shadow of
Jesus and the fruit of that life is seen in
love, compassion, justice and freedom.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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T

his will inevitably involve some
changes to the way we do some
things. However, we also want to
honour the faithfulness and commitment
of our regular worshippers together
with the traditions that they hold dear.
Indeed this focus on mission will not
only be about the introduction of ‘fresh
expressions of church’ but also a refocus
on traditional services too!

‘one heart and mind’ in our commitment
to this Mission. By that, I don’t mean
that we should all like the same things
or that we should unilaterally give up on
those things we hold dear, but, rather
that we should put GOD’s MISSION and
our duty to be part of it, FIRST!
According to the Healthy Churches Hand
book, the signs of a healthy church are a
community that is:
Energised by faith rather than
just keeping things going or
trying to survive
Outward-looking in focus with
a ’whole life’ rather than a
‘church life’ concern

For those who are unaware:
Fresh Expressions seeks to transform
communities and individuals through
championing, resourcing and multiplying
new ways of being church. The initiative
with Christians from a broad range of
denominations and traditions and the
movement has resulted in thousands
of new congregations being formed
alongside more traditional churches.
Archbishop Rowan Williams said this:
“We have begun to recognise that there
are many ways in which the reality of
‘church’ can exist. . . The challenge is
not to force everything into the familiar
mould; but neither is it to tear up the
rulebook and start from scratch. What
makes the situation interesting is that
we are going to have to live with variety;
the challenge is how to work with that
variety so that everyone grows together
in faith and eagerness to learn and
spread the Good News”.
Our aim here in our benefices is to make
this ideal become a reality within our
own local context! If we are to do that
then we need to be as far as possible of
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Seeking to find out what God
wants rather than letting own
preferences set the church
agenda
Facing the costs of change and
growth rather than resisting
change and avoiding failure
Building community rather
than functioning as a club or
religious organisation
These are the questions; the drivers that
we need to keep before us as we refocus
on our missional calling and as we
embark on a journey of finding new ways
to communicate the life transforming
message of Jesus.
David Heywood in his book Reimagining
Ministry says this:
“Could it be that through this process
of action and reflection we are learning
afresh not only what mission is but what
the church is called to be: engaging
with the secular world, flexible, creative,

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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welcoming and accepting, a place of
journeying rather than arrival?”
I hope and pray that our church
communities will become ever more
places of journeying rather than arrival
and that our journeying will not only
make new disciples but also reinvigorate
us as disciples too!

afternoon gatherings in Norton School
and a weekday evening gathering ‘Spirit
Space’ in a local pub.
The revised pattern of services will
enable the long term provision of a
weekly Sunday morning service of Holy
Communion within the benefice.
For those who wish to attend a weekly
communion service, I would also like
encourage movement between St Mary’s
and St Denys’ as a regular and normal
part of our worshipping life.

UPDATE OF THE CHURCH
ELECTORAL ROLL

H

oly Communion on the 1st, 3rd
and 5th Sundays in April will move
from 8.00 a.m. to 9.00 a.m. (tried
previously and witnessed an increased
congregation). Mattins on the 2nd and
4th Sundays will remain at 8.00 am.
The 6.00pm service of Holy Communion
currently held on the 3rd Sunday of the
month will move to 6.00 pm on the first
Sunday of the Month.
The 10.30 am service on the 3rd Sunday
of the month will be an informal non
Eucharistic gathering.
‘Soul Space’ will be introduced at 4.00
p.m. in Kempsey School. This will be an
informal gathering based around the
Pop up Pop in Café with a speaker and
discussion about a given topic.
The above gathering will be part of our
Fresh Expressions initiative and will
complement our KreativKidz gathering
which is held on the 4th Sunday of the
month at 4.00 p.m. in Kempsey School.
We also plan to introduce similar Sunday

The AGM of the PCC will be held on
Monday April 11th.
The Church Electoral Roll (CER) will be
revised prior to that date by updating it
with the names of those who wish to be
added and also by the removal of names
where appropriate.
If you wish to be added please read the
notice on the board at the back of St.
Mary’s Church, The notice will be on the
board between February 14th and March
20th.
If you are NOT currently on the CER
and wish to be put on it please complete
an application form. Forms will be in a
YELLOW binder at the back of Church.
If you are currently on the CER and wish
to remain on it you DO NOT NEED to
take any action.
If you have any questions please contact
Kate Badger (Electoral Roll Officer) on
01905 820057.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Upton Community Care

S

ince our Coordinator left in November
news from us will be coming from
various members of the Committee.
I am afraid my news is not terribly good
for you; as from the 1st April we will
be putting up our fares. This is the first
increases since April 2011 (five years).
Why are we putting the price up now
when petrol is lower than it was in 2008
I hear you ask? Well the price of petrol
only actually helps the driver (who is not
getting an increase). It costs the driver
more than the 45p per mile (the amount
they are paid overall) to run a car.
The reason for the additional charge
is that with Government cut backs our
various grants and subsidies are also
being cut, so we are now running at a
loss.
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Despite this our charges are still very
competitive. Other local community
transport schemes are charging everyone
at least £5 for a short trip, such as the
GP surgery and a lot more for longer
journeys.
Fares will now be 25p per mile (minimum
£2) for those with a bus pass and 40p per
mile (minimum £3) for those without.
Please can I remind everyone if they
have a bus pass to always carry it with
them when we using our transport.
A happy Easter to you all!
Sue Spackman
Uptoncommunitycare@hotmail.com
UCC Office: 15 High Street
Upton upon Severn, WR8 0HJ
Telephone: 01684 593633
Registered charity no. 1024349

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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A New Group is “up and running”
on Tuesdays at 2 p.m. With plans to
hold another at coffee time or in the
evening for young parents.
If you would like to know more
please, contact: Mark, Philippa, Mick
or Mary. Tel. 07403553186

4Front Theatre
Easter Production

St Barnabas Church
Drakes Broughton
Friday 18th March
Refreshments will be served after the
lively and inspiring performance which is
suitable for all ages.
As a respected pillar of the community,
rabbi Nicodemus is the go to for all
things religious.
Then a new revolutionary preacher, Jesus
of Nazareth appears and starts shaking
things up spiritually. It's up to Nicodemus
to ensure that the law of the prophets is
upheld and his impressionable student
Gal keeps his head and isn't swayed by
radical teaching.
ALL WELCOME
Please sign up on the list at the back of
Church or contact:
Dot Cotton (01905 840933)
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Church Services
6th March Mothering Sunday
Kempsey

8.00 am

Holy Communion

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Family Service

13th March Passiontide
Kempsey

8.00 am

Mattins

Kempsey

10:30 am

Informal Communion

Severn Stoke

3.15 pm

Evensong

20th March Palm Sunday
Kempsey

8.00 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10:30 am

Palm Sunday Services & Informal Communion

Severn Stoke

10:30 am

Communion & Liturgy or Palms

Kempsey

6.00 pm

Holy Communion

24th March Maundy Thursday
Kempsey

7:30 pm

Seder Meal - Christian Passover Meal

25th March Good Friday
Severn Stoke

10.30 am

An Hour at the Cross

Kempsey

12 Noon

3 Hours at the Cross, you may stay for as little or
as long as you wish

27th March Easter Day
Kempsey

8.00 am

Holy Communion with Hymns

Kempsey

10.30 am

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Family Gathering followed by H/C (optional) with
Balloon Race
Holy Communion

3rd April Easter 2 - White
Kempsey

9.00 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

10.45 am

Children's Gathering

Severn Stoke

10.30 am

Holy Communion

Kempsey

6.00 pm

Holy Communion

There is a service of Holy Communion each Thursday at 10.00 am at St Mary's followed
by coffee.
8
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The Churches of St Mary’s & St Denys’
Rector: Reverend Mark Badger

Apple Tree Cottage 31 Napleton Lane Kempsey
Tel. 01905 820057 Mob 07828233049
E: vicar@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
Curate

PCC Secretary

Church Wardens Severn Stoke

Treasurer

Jim Spence
Tel. 01905 371351

Readers

Rev Philippa Sargent
9 Plovers Rise
Kempsey, WR5 3SA
01905 821012
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
John Henderson
Meadow Hill House
Severn Stoke
Worcester, WR8 9JP
Tel. 01905 371218

Marian Walters MBE
8 Old Vicarage Close
Kempsey, WR5 3ND
Tel. 01905 820558

Rev David Hassell
14 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 828096

Church Wardens Kempsey
Ann Blackwell
1 The Oaks
Kempsey, WR5 3PN
Tel. 01905 820549

Sheila Cook
32 Lower Ferry Lane
Callow End
Worcester, WR2 4UH
Tel. 01905 831829

Peter Fitzjohn
8 Post Office Lane
Kempsey,
Worcester WR5 3NS
Tel. 01905 820320

Henry Morris
10 Napleton Lane
Kempsey, WR5 3PT
Tel. 01905 820601

Paul Kemp
7 Byfields
Kempsey, WR5 3NN
Tel. 01905 821262

Libby James
7 Battenhall Avenue
Worcester, WR5 HN
Tel. 01905 353935

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Archbishops set aside Pentecost 2016 in bid to evangelise England
one-off events and other meetings
and gatherings to help towards the
evangelisation effort.

Five or six cathedrals will hold "beacon"
events with services and events led by
both Archbishops and some bishops,
evangelical worship leaders such as Matt
Redman, Tim Hughes and Martin Smith
and in collaboration with 24-7 Prayer.

'When the day of Pentecost came, all the believers
were gathered together in one place.' Painting: Soichi
Watanabe, Japan

T

he Archbishop of Canterbury is
heading the biggest evangelism
project in the UK so far this
millennium. Every cathedral, church and
clergyman and woman in the land is
being urged to share their faith and win
new converts to Christianity.
Cathedrals and churches are being urged
to set aside the week before Pentecost
as a week of prayer for evangelism.
The Archbishops of Canterbury and York,
Justin Welby and Dr John Sentamu, are
calling cathedrals and other churches to
use the week running up to Pentecost
Sunday on May 15 to pray for new
followers to Christ.

Project leader Emma Buchan said: "The
hope is that in many places, Christians
across denominations and streams can
pray together, as the unity of the whole
Body of Christ is a powerful reality and
symbol to the world."
Churches are to be given new questions
and guidelines to help them evangelise in
their local communities. The Archbishops
are currently surveying attitudes to
Christianity among the wider population
to help with this. Existing research shows
many clergy prioritise taking services,
prayer, preaching and pastoral work over
evangelisation.
Archbishop Justin Welby

The entire Church is being urged to pray
throughout the week for "all Christians
to deepen their relationship with Jesus"
in order to have "confidence" to share
the faith. The aim is for "all to respond to
the call of Jesus Christ to follow him."
The two Archbishops are currently
writing to all 11,300 Church of England
clergy inviting them to "engage" with the
project. They are being asked to organise
round-the-clock prayer marathons,
10
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Videos are also being made to help build
"confidence in faith-sharing".
The new evangelisation initiative is the
latest in nearly a century of outreach.
The most controversial was the 1945
report, Towards the Conversion of
England, which restated Reformation
teachings on subjects such as the
Day of Judgement. This led up to the
foundation of the Eclectic Society by
the massively-influential John Stott
and then, later, the setting up of the
Church of England Evangelical Council.
More recently there was the Decade
of Evangelism in the 1990s, mirrored
by the Catholic Church's Decade of
Evangelisation.
The plans are outlined in the General
Synod report of the Archbishops'
Evangelism Task Group, where the two
Archbishops say: "Sharing Christ with
others is a joyful, encouraging and
empowering feature of being a Christian
disciple."
They set up the group in response to a
call by the General Synod in November
2013. They say: "The group is seeking to
be provocative, in order that effective
evangelism may become a constant
feature of ministry and mission across
the dioceses and parishes of the Church
of England."
The group includes Canon Mark Russell,
chief executive of the Church Army,
who is working on evangelisation of
young people, Amy Orr-Ewing, director
of the Oxford Centre for Christian
Apologetics and Rev Elizabeth Adekunle,
Archdeacon-designate of Hackney, who
is helping with black and ethnic minority
issues.
Canon Russell says in the report that
among questions that people taking part

will be asked is: "What holds us back
from sharing our faith?" People will also
be asked to think of what they could do
to enable those without faith "to come
to faith in Jesus."

Church Army
Canon Mark Russell

As an example of the challenges ahead,
at their first meeting, all the members
of the task group discovered they had
become Christians in or before their
mid-teens. "This realisation brought into
sharp focus the challenge the Church
faces in reaching younger people with
the good news of the Gospel," he says.
"While we recognise that we should
not be driven by a sense of fear or
anxiety, the current and future health
of the Church of England depends on
a renewed sense of urgency to engage
with children and young people."
Bishop of Liverpool Paul Bayes says
in the introduction that evangelism is
not a matter for politics, for anxiety or
stress, for winning or losing or for the
"exchange of labels".
"Sharing the gift of Christ is an act of
love. People who are in love share the
news of their love without strain and
without force, though of course it can
take courage to admit that one loves,
and is loved."
Ruth Gledhill, CHRISTIAN TODAY
CONTRIBUTING EDITOR
31 January 2016

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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KidZ Page

Toddler Group
St Marys Church Fridays (School Term)
11.00 - 12.30

Contact: Craig Morgan: 07837 128967 email: craigmorgan1978@yahoo.co.uk
12

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Advertisements

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Friday March 4th 2.00pm Women’s World Day of Prayer in church
Wednesday March 9th 2.30pm Lent Lunches at The Firs
Wednesday March 9th 2.30pm Cornflower Club meets in the Parish Hall
Wednesday March 9th 7.30pm Women’s Fellowship in church
Friday March 11th 11am Little Angels, Pram and toddler group meets in church
Monday March 14th 10.30am Coming Together meets in Church
Monday March 14th 7.30pm Healing Prayer Group meets at Gill Warfield’s home
Wednesday March 16th 2.30pm Lent Lunches at the Firs
Friday March 18th 11am Little Angels, Pram and toddler group meets in church

Women's World Day
of Prayer Service

Join us at St Mary's Church
2.00 pm Friday 4 March 2016.
This year the service has been prepared by Christian
Women in Cuba.
The theme is 'Receive Children, Receive Me'
Men, women and young people of all denominations are
welcomed.

A Heartfelt Thanks to You All!

L

ast month, I - together with my
husband and our little boy - adorned
the lichgate by the rocky with fairy
lights, as a huge thank you to you - the
community.
Last year was extremely difficult for us,
as I spent a gruelling 7 months battling
cancer, but there were so many of you
who supported us. From our wonderful

vicar Mark, and the incredible mums
and leaders of the Little Angels and
Kangaroos groups who sent me so many
supportive messages, gifts and relentless
prayers, to the many neighbours who
just took a minute to chat to us as they
past by our garden and ask how we
were doing. And of course the many
of you who we have been told were
championing us along, without us
knowing who you were.
To you all, we want to say an enormous
thank you - you can never really know
how much difference each and every one
of you made. The fairy lights represent
each one of you - the lights in our
darkest days. You were like angels to us.
With all our heartfelt and eternal
gratitude, Kate, Jay and Charlie Benstead

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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‘YOUR PARISH COUNCIL MATTERS’
Extract of Minutes for meeting of 8th February 2016

This month I have to report that we are
losing a familiar face from our street
scene. You will have read elsewhere in this
magazine that our Parish Lengthsman, Mr
Roy Clarke, is retiring. For the last eleven
years Roy has carried out work on our
roads and pavements and some of the jobs
may have seemed minor, but believe me that
without a Lengthsman our village would
now be looking in a sorry state.
On a less happy note, I have to advise you
that the David Wilson Homes site of 75
dwellings at the top of Post Office Lane has
been allowed by the Appeal Inspector. Now,
another 75 houses themselves are not over
significant when added to the sites that have
already been approved in Kempsey, but what
is dramatically significant is the location of
this site.
Access for all the extra vehicles from this
finished site is going to blight Post Office
Lane, and this is one of the arguments that
we tried to impress upon the inspector,
sadly to no avail. The biggest concern now,
though, is the effect of heavy construction
traffic coming up Post Office Lane from its
Main Road Junction. It is simply a totally
inappropriate route for such traffic when you
consider that there is a Nursery and Primary
School along there.
I will not elaborate, but leave you to imagine
the consequences. For this reason, the Parish
Council is attempting to have this route
banned when the developers have to submit
a Construction Management Plan which will
include routeing of construction vehicles.
The 21st April this year will be the 90th
birthday of our Queen, and beacons all over
the country will be lit at dusk to celebrate
the occasion. This Parish Council would like
to participate in this and are considering a
beacon of our own at the highest point on
Kempsey Common.
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The view from there is superb, and so many
beacons all around will be seen and they will
see ours. Nothing is definite yet, though, as
we have to obtain permission from the legal
department of MHDC for a dispensation to
our commons bye laws, so please watch this
space.
Meeting held on 8th February 2016
The Environment committee resolved to
purchase and install two wooden display
panels at the entrances to the Rocky Woods
which would outline the history of the
area. It was once the ornamental garden to
Kempsey House that stood where Squires
Close now is. We are obliged to do this as it
was one of the conditions of the LEADER
grant that enabled us to develop the area.
They also reported that an application
for the residents of Kerswell Green to
participate in the Safer Roads Partnership’s
‘Community Speed Watch’ scheme has been
acknowledged.
The Commons and Hams committee resolved;
to appoint a contractor to cut down large
areas of gorse and brambles on Kempsey
Common that are becoming invasive and
obstructive; and to purchase cattle again
this year to be grazed on Ashmoor Common.
It is intended to ‘strip graze’ them this year
to maximize the effect in the areas we need
most.
The Recreation committee reported that the
trees overhanging the Community Youth
Centre had now been cut back and removed.
They resolved to appoint a contractor to
carry out roofing repairs to the Sports
Pavilion.
The Community Centre committee resolved
to purchase two new electric hand dryers for
the ladies and gents toilets.
Trevor Geens
Chairman
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O

ur next meeting is in the Parish Hall
on Sunday 20th March, at 10:30am,
starting with tea/coffee and biscuits.
We gather together to celebrate God’s
goodness and His love for us. Why don’t
you come along and join with us, you
would be most welcome. We will have a
time of worship and Dave Norton will be
sharing with us.
We have a shared lunch at the end of
the meeting and you would be most
welcome to stay and enjoy this and some
friendly chat.
For more information please contact
Dave and Ann Norton on 01905 820401
or visit our website
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

Kempsey Garden Walkabout

“How exciting… It is the start of a new
year…

As we are all starting to tidy our gardens
and put dates on our calendars for this years
Holidays and things to do. I would like you to
think about opening your garden.
We are planning the weekend of 25th & 26th
June.
The main charity this year will be Breast
Cancer Research and also some Kempsey
organisations.
If anybody would be interested in opening
their garden.
Please contact me, Gail Brookes on 01905
821823.
I look forward to hearing from you soon"
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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KEMPSEY PARISH COUNCIL CONTACTS
Parish Council Representatives

Name
Contact #
Mr M J Bannister 01905
820180
Mr D Bevan
01905
820171
Mr K Blackwell
01905
820549

Address
52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG

Mr T Frazer-Cann 01905
828254
Mr T Geens
01905
820997
Mrs P Gerrard
01905
820955
Mr H Hanmer
01905
821931
Mr B Hodgkins
01905
828449
Mr J Michael
01905
820966
Miss A Patrick
01905
828476
Mr D Pugh
07419
120522
Mrs A Smith
07807
777783
Dr C Waller
01905
828383

5 Bramblewood, Main Road, Kempsey, WR5 3FL

17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PN

16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3JE
23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP
8 Elgar Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PU
7 Napleton Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PT
18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL
90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LH
Durridge House, Kerswell Green, Worcester, WR5
3PF
49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG
Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ

Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer The Parish Office is located to the rear
Mrs S Baxter,
of The Community Centre. The office is
Parish Office
open to the public between 10.00am
Community Centre
and 14:00 Monday to Friday. Outside
Main Road
these hours, messages may be left on
Kempsey, WR5 3LQ
the office answering machine and will
T: 01905 828183
be dealt with when the Clerk is next on
E: kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
duty.
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community
Centre. Parishioners may address The Council during Democratic Half Hour at the
start of each monthly meeting. Kempsey Hub: www.kempseyhub.co.uk
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District Councillors
Mr D T Harrison
8 Brookend Lane
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LD
T: 01905 828107
E: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net

Mr J. Michael,
18 Meadow Close,
Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3NL
T: 01905 820966
E: richardjmichael@btinternet.com

Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams
0300 333 3000
E-sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Worcestershire Hub
E: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
T: 01684 862151 Mon-Fri 8am-6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern,
Worcs, WR14 3AF
County Councillor
Mr Roger Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green, Upton Upon Severn,
Worcs, WR8 0QQ - T: 01684 593282
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
E-mail: rsutton@worcestershire.gov.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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District Councillor

District Councillor John Michael Report (Kempsey Ward)

I

Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and other items
that I have been involved with recently.

am temporarily filling the shoes of my
Co-Councillor David Harrison while he
enjoys a well-earned vacation in sunnier
climes. I may not have as much to report
as David would normally but I hope you
find it relevant and keeps you in the
picture of things at District level.

were unable to do
before which is why,
under the current
Central Government
planning rules,
these undesirable
applications have succeeded.

I’m sure most of you are aware that the
David Wilson Homes appeal has been
allowed which means an extra 75 houses
for our ‘village’!! This was a particularly
disappointing outcome after so much
effort was put in by the East Kempsey
Action Group, the Parish Council, and
your District Councillors and this means
that in total the village will have to cope
with an increase of over 50% of the
current housing stock which the planners
still consider is sustainable. Looking on
the bright side, if one can, it will mean
another pot of money the developer will
have to contribute towards improving
local facilities and infrastructure which
leads me on to the South Worcestershire
Development Plan and our own
Neighbourhood Plan.

This brings me on to our Neighbourhood
Development Plan (NDP) which has
stalled recently due to a disagreement
between the District Council and the
consultants engaged by the Parish
Council over the form of words on a
particular policy. This has now been
largely overcome and it is anticipated
that the six week public consultation
period will commence early next month
so I do encourage everyone to attend
one of the two public presentations
that will be advertised shortly and be
proactively engaged in the process so
that the emerging NDP will provide an
encouraging vision for the future, meet
the expectations of our community
and as a supporting document to
the SWDP provide another layer of
protection against unwanted speculative
developments.

At long last The South Worcestershire
Development Plan has been signed off
by the Inspector as a valid and robust
document that meets the needs of the
South Worcestershire area until 2030.
By the time you get to read this report
the Plan will have been ratified by all
three councils (Malvern Hills, Wychavon
and Worcester City) at meetings held on
23/24th February. Although the plan
may well be subject to a Judicial Review
it is unlikely to fail and once ratified by all
three councils its effect should then be
felt in providing us with protection from
all the rogue planning applications we
have been subjected to recently. Malvern
Hills will now be able to demonstrate
a five year land supply which they
20

The Parish Council fully supported by
both your District Councillors will be
objecting against any further housing
developments, other than those
currently agreed, and this includes
a further application by Lioncourt
Developments to build 21 dwellings in
the significant gap in an area previously
agreed as orchard and open space.
Watch this space for developments.
A Prohibition Order is due to be heard
under the Road Traffic Regulation Act to
prohibit parking on both east and west
sides of the A38 running from the new
Ketch roundabout to the entrance to

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

District Councillor
Taylors Lane. This prohibition includes
no parking on the roadway and verges
which if passed will relieve much of the
nuisance parking associated with the
Ketch Field car boot site. Residents of
Kempsey Ward have until 10th March to
make any representations to County Hall
in respect of this order.

On the 15th February a meeting will
have been held at County Hall to
determine site allocations for Travellers
and Show People. A report on this will
appear next month.
Malvern Hills District Council will shortly
be trialling an increase in the emptying
of the black bins provided by the Parish
Council. The extension will involve the
nine most heavily used bins which will be
emptied twice a week while the rest will
be emptied once a week as at present.

the Severn Stoke scheme, currently at
an impasse, will be resolved in the near
future as this really needs to be finalised
this year if possible.
The Queen’s 90th birthday celebrations
are due to take place on April 21st
and the District Council have plans to
celebrate this milestone commencing
with an organised litter pick and
clean-up campaign taking place on
Friday 4th March and parish councils
are encouraged to take part in the
campaign and our very active PACT
organisation will no doubt take a lead
on this following their next meeting
on 24th February. Any suggestions for
an appropriate event to celebrate the
Queen’s birthday on 21st April should
be sent to the Parish Office at the
Community Centre for consideration.
Well that is all from me and I gladly
hand back the reins to my able fellow
councillor David Harrison for future
reports.
John Michael
Please feel free to contact either of your
District Councillors with any questions or
problem. Contact Details;
John Michael Tel. 01905 820966
E: john.michael@malvernhillsdc.net

Hopefully everyone has noticed that the
‘lake’ has gone from the Doctor’s Surgery
car park after extensive maintenance
work carried out recently.
This month has seen some exceptional
weather events but the Kempsey Flood
Defence scheme has been operating
without a hitch and the system is
carefully monitored by the Environment
Agency and a hardy band of volunteers
led by Brian Clarke to whom the
community have much to thank them for
during this period of bad weather. We
hope that the problems associated with

David Harrsion Tel. 01905 828107
E: davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, WR5 3LD
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk
Please note that the contents of this
article are provided by John Michael who
is the sole person responsible for the
accuracy.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Women’s Fellowship

t’s funny how you don’t notice
how much you’ve come to rely on
Isomething,
until it isn’t there anymore.

So it was with Women’s Fellowship who
have been very comfortable meeting in
St Mary’s House, but upon its sale, were
without a suitable venue. We thought
we had an alternative, but when that
didn’t work out, we conducted our
February meeting in our Chairperson’s
house.
Despite the limitations of a domestic
lounge, we enjoyed a most interesting
talk from Dennis Lee on “The Squire’s
House.” Dennis is an inspiration to us
all, having obtained first a Bachelor’s
Degree then a Master’s Degree, all after
retirement.
Members were reminded that 6th March
is Mothering Sunday, and were asked to
make posies for the Family Service.
The meeting on Wednesday 9th March
will be our Communion Service led by
Revd. Badger, and followed by our AGM.
It will be held in Church, 7.30pm.
The time and the venue of future
meetings after the March meeting, are
unclear at the moment. Alternatives are
being investigated and will be discussed
at the forthcoming Committee meeting.
Wendy Coen

Flower Club

O

ur February meeting was cancelled
as Storm Imogen was raging and
no-one felt like venturing out.
We hope for better weather for our next
meeting which will be at 2.30 on Monday
14th March.
Just in case we are staying nearer to
home and will meet at St. Peter’s.
If anyone needs a lift, please let me
know.
Joy Dale 820417
22
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Do You Love to Read?
Philippa is hoping to start a
book club in Kempsey and
Severn Stoke, meeting once a
month and concentrating of
books with a spiritual theme.

Parish News

Time to Relax......

A

fter 11 years of dedicated service
as lengthsman to Kempsey Parish,
Mr Roy Clarke is now hanging up his
shovel and broom for the last time.
Roy used to be seen working in
all parts of the parish, in all types
of weather conditions, keeping
pavements, gullies, and lanes clear.
He would speak of techniques such
as ‘Siding Out’ and ‘Clearing Grips’.
He is now intending to relax and
enjoy life with his wife Kate.

Please contact her on
curate @stmaryskempsey.org.uk or
01905 821012
if you would be interested

He is shown here receiving a gift
of appreciation from your Parish
Council, presented to him by Cllr
Ann Smith, chair of the Environment
Committee.
Roy is being succeeded by our new
Lengthsman, Mr Simon Bott, and
Assistant Lengthsman Mr John
Watkinson.

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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St Mary’s 100 Club

Winners for February!
1st - Chris Roberts
2nd - Margaret Childs
3rd - David Walters
If you would like to join the St Mary’s
100 club for more information please
contact Sue Fitzjohn on 07796134239

Tools with a Mission
We continue to collect most types of tools,
carpentry, building, gardening, leather work,
sewing machines, knitting machines, cottons,
fabrics etc.
Thank you to everyone who has collected
and donated such useful articles for use
overseas.
Contact Mary Read 01905 820789

St Mary’s Church Flowers
Saturday 26th March
Easter 10.00am in Church
Ann Blackwell; Jennifer Romer; Nicola
Dudley; Andrea Halford

Cornflower Club

e started the year off with some
wonderful photographs taken
W
and shown to us by Peter Holzapfel.

Then a couple called “Morning Dew”
entertained us on a melodeon and
drum with folk tunes handed down the
centuries, this was highly entertaining.
We welcomed a few new members to
our club, which is very encouraging.
We meet fortnightly on a Wednesday
afternoon at 2-30 p.m. in the Parish Hall.
Our next meetings are on March 9th and
24th.
If you would like to join us, ladies and
gentlemen, you would be very welcome.
Julia Grant 820138

Teddies for Tragedies

Please, put your donated bears, knitted
baby clothes, knitted blankets etc. in
the baskets at the back of church, from
where they will be collected.
There is also some
stuffing for the bears
when you need it, help
yourselves to as much
as you need.
Thank you

W

e will not be arranging the
flowers for Weddings - this is the
Friday 1st & Saturday 2nd April Weddings responsibility of the Wedding party,
who, incidentally, are only required to
Sunday 10th April Joy Dale
leave one arrangement in Church behind
Saturday 16th April Wedding
them, so we can only rely on their
Sunday 24th April Jennifer Romer
generosity to leave our Church looking
florally beautiful.
Wendy Coen (820821)

T

he two ladies who have decorated
our Church so beautifully for the past
several years, have semi hung-up their
secateurs, and a new Flower Arranging
group has been formed. This will begin
with a group effort to celebrate Easter,
followed by individuals who will take
turns week by week.

26

I’m told we have a tradition of
parishioner donations towards the Easter
lilies, in memory of loved ones. Any such
donations should be sent, please, either
to David Hassell, (Treasurer) or to Wendy
Coen (Flower Rota organiser) with a note
to Wendy if you wish to have your gift
acknowledged.
Wendy Coen 01905 820821
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Quiz Page

From the Curate

This month – a wordsearch, by special request!
There are 12 apostles
(Matthew 10),
3 female disciples
(Luke 8)
and 2 more apostles
to find...

Last month’s solution

Entries to Philippa at
curate@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
or to 9, Plover’s Rise by 21 MARCH.
The solution will be published in
next month’s magazine and the prize
winner (Drawn from all correct entries)
announced on the pew sheet.
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Feature Articles

KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

T

his month's question is whether
March will live up to its traditional
reputation of "coming in like a lion and
going out like a lamb", either for its
weather or for the level of activity within
the Club.
A source of early activity will be the
announcement of how many of the
images submitted by members for the
(regional) MidPhot Exhibition have been
accepted. Having achieved a Club record
of eight acceptances in 2015, we are all
hoping that the current high standard of
work being produced will be reflected in
increased success this year.
Where more general activities are
concerned, the Club has two formal
meetings in March. The first, on
Wednesday 9th, is a Members' Evening,
which will give us the opportunity to
review the results of the three interclub battles in February (we were
delighted to start the campaign with a
win at Webheath DPC) and also to (we
hope) indulge in some practical "games
with our cameras". The second, on
Wednesday 23rd, consists of projected
image and print competitions on
the subject of "Regeneration" (as a
counterbalance to the "Decay & Grot"
of last season), for which we hope
members will provide a wide range of
interpretations for consideration by the
judge, David Lowe ARPS of Bromsgrove.
As ever, we would be delighted to
welcome visitors, whether primarily
interested in photography, or for a
specific subject or speaker, at our
meetings. Many previous visitors have
subsequently joined the Club which,
although thriving, remains sociable,
broadly-based and inclusive. Our
sixteen meetings in this season cover
the second and fourth Wednesdays of
each month from September (except

in late December), with all meetings
commencing at 7.30 pm in the Kempsey
Community Centre in Main Road.
We seek to encourage and inspire
each other by holding competitions,
practical evenings and outings, and by
hosting talks and demonstrations of
photographic work. There is always lots
to see on our website at:
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you on
either of the above dates or, if this isn't
possible, then perhaps on another future
occasion.
In the meantime, the photograph which
accompanies this article is "Angry Cat" by
Charles Ashton, a striking monochrome
image taken at close range, which was
placed 7th in the "Within 50 Yards Of
My House" projected image competition
held in January 2016.
Malcolm A Hay
Secretary

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Maundy Thursday
24th March 7:30 pm
St Mary's Church

Church Spring
Cleaning
Calling all, who are able and willing!
The time has come to get the
Church ready for Easter
Can you help on any of the
following dates please?
I need a team to dust tops and ledges;
Tuesday 23rd Feb 6:30 - 7:30
Tuesday 8th March 6:30 -7:30
Please wear old clothes as it
can be dusty/dirty

C

ome and join us for a delicious
meal as we commemorate our
roots in the Jewish faith at Passover
and place the Communion service
in its Gospel context. Afterwards,
we will be stripping the sanctuary
in preparation for Good Friday - a
chance to reflect on Jesus's betrayal
in the Garden of Gethsemane and
the beginning of His Passion.

This allows the dust to settle for
the next team to come in on
Tuesday 22nd March 6:30 -7:30
for dusting and polish pews and tops
Dusters and polish will be provided
Biscuits and hot drinks will be available
Thanking you in anticipation!
Ann Blackwell

All are welcome, but please place
your name on the list at the back
of church if you would like to
participate, so that we know how
many to cater for.

Chimney Sweep
Andy Johnson

01886 821933
07798 790913

•

Certificate issued

Andysweeps.com

•

Weekend/Evening sweeps available

•

Traditional brush/Power sweep

•

Stove maintenance
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Parish Records

From the Parish Registers

St Deny’s, Severn Stoke, St Mary Magdalen Croome D’Abitot
& St Mary the Virgin, Kempsey

Funerals
6th February 2016
Jessamine Irene Sears
11th February 2016
Margaret Styles
16th February 2016
Mark Kenyon

Baptism
14th February 2016
Leo James Smith
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HANLEY CASTLE HIGH SCHOOL NEWS

M

adness at Hanley Castle High School
is not something that we would
be keen to share with you, but on this
occasion we are pleased to be able to tell
you of the up-coming school production
of ‘Our House’, which is a musical written
by Tim Firth with lyrics and music by the
band ‘Madness’. The show runs from the
16th – 19th March, with tickets available
from our front office, 01684.593241. We
are looking forward to a toe-tapping and
spectacular production, to which you are
cordially invited.
The outer shell of our new sixth form
centre is complete and we are excited to
learn that the contractors are hoping to
hand over the building to us in mid-June.
To allow us to equip the centre with the
latest ICT infrastructure and to landscape
the grounds we are in the middle of a
fund raising drive seeking £150K.
Our Friends Association have been
keen to support this and they have
organised a Grand Spring Ball and
Charity Auction on Friday April 22nd
from 7.00pm. You are most welcome to
attend, but alternatively you may like
to make a donation for the auction or
perhaps purchase space in the auction
programme. We would be pleased to

Sunflower
Growing
Competition!
See how tall you can
grow your sunflower.
Measure your
sunflower and let us know the result by
the 3rd September.
Kempsey Save the Children are running
their first annual Sunflower growing
competition to raise money for children
in greatest need.
36

hear from you if you
can contribute in any
way.
Our pupils and some
intrepid staff, are
starting to warm
up for the annual
challenge of the Hanley Run, this year’s
event is scheduled for the afternoon
of the 24th March, although at the
time of writing much of the course is
underwater!
We are always keen to support the vital
work done by the Holocaust Educational
Trust and we recently elected from our
sixth form two Auschwitz Ambassadors;
Chloe Sharman and Richard Waters who
will represent the school at regional
events and by visiting the site of the
Auschwitz-Birkenau concentration camp.
In other sixth form related news we are
also thrilled that Ellie Courtman was
recently voted as the Worcestershire
Young Poet Laureate for the year. She
will be receiving her award and doing a
public reading at the ‘Teen Book Awards’
at County Hall on March 18th.
With our best wishes,
Grant Mathews (Community Liaison)
The charity is fighting to support the
lives of the most vulnerable and the
distribution of hardy seeds in countries
in Africa and South America help farmers
and their families to have greater food
security.
For the sunflower seeds and further
information contact Julia Grant 820138
or Heather Davies 821040
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Parish EVENTS!

Lent Lunches

T

here are three dates for Lent Lunches
left in March. Wednesday 2nd, 9th
and the last one on 16th.

This is a lovely time to meet up with
friends and enjoy homemade soup,
cheese and biscuits with a cup of tea or
coffee all for £4.00. We start the lunch at
12-30 and aim to finish at 2-00 p.m.
This is held in The Firs, Old Rd. North.
Everyone is welcome. All money raised
will go to feeding programmes for
refugees, areas of drought and famine.
Julia Grant 820138
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Severn Stoke & Croombe

SEVERN STOKE AND CROOME D’ABITOT NEWS
HAPPENINGS in SEVERN STOKE and environs
United Benefice of Kempsey and Severn
SEVERN STOKE and AREA FLAG
Stoke with Croome d’Abitot Church
(Flood Action Group)
St Denys’ Church, Severn Stoke
Severn Stoke FLAG held a Fun Quiz in
ur weekly services, times mentioned
December at the Rose & Crown Pub, and
elsewhere, are held in the Chancel,
raised £224.00. Thank you everyone who
which is considerably easier to heat
supported us!
than the whole of the church and there
is always a welcome coffee or tea and
There was a meeting of FLAG members
biscuits afterwards.
on 25th February and a report of
If you have thought about attending and proceedings will appear in next month’s
issue.
never quite got round to it, perhaps on
an anniversary of someone loved and
lost, please do join us.
Julia Snowball, Secretary Severn Stoke
Flood Action Group (FLAG) 01905 371
371.
Parish Register St Denys’

O

he Memorial Service for the late Mark
Kenyon of Severn Stoke took place at
TSt Denys’
Church on 16th February last.
Mark and his late wife, Marjorie were
involved with much voluntary work,
including the British Legion and Mark
had quietly supported St Denys’ by
undertaking the important reclaiming of
Gift Aid Income Tax on behalf of the PCC.

Anyone wishing to join the FLAG should
contact: Tim Weeks on 01905 371309 or
email him at;
timothy.weeks@btopenworld.com

SEVERN STOKE & KINNERSLEY

100 Club

He will be remembered by his family and
many friends with great affection.

The National Trust
Croome Park & Court

Access to the park and court is only
through the main visitor reception and
car park. From 14th February, the park,
shop and canteen will be open every
day from 10.00 a.m. to 5.30 p.m. The
house will open every weekday EXCEPT
TUESDAYS, from 11.00 a.m. to 4.30 p.m.
For more details and events, contact
01905 371 006 or e-mail:
croome@nationaltrust.org.uk or visit
www.nationaltrust.org.uk/croome
42

Winners for January!
Mrs Kim Brown of Bricklehampton £30
Winners for February!
Mr Barry Comley of Kempsey £30
Gentle reminder that your subs of £15
each for 2016 were due in January!
New members, always welcome there
is a £30 winner each month with
an additional £100 bonus prize in
December.
Cheques in favour of ‘Friends of St
Denys‘, please to: John Henderson, 100
Club Secretary, Meadow Hill House,
Severn Stoke, Worcester, WR8 9JP or
T: 01905 371218 for more information.

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Severn Stoke & Croombe

SEVERN STOKE AND CROOME D’ABITOT NEWS
FRIENDS OF ST. DENYS, SEVERN STOKE
Raising funds to modernise the church!
he Coffee Morning and Bring and Buy
held at Sheepcote Farm last month
raised almost £300.00, which is very
welcome. Thank you to those, who
organised such a feast and to those who
attended so generously.

T

The Friends have been the recipient of
two very generous donations towards
the proposed modernisation, for which
we are extremely grateful. This is just
the encouragement we need to pursue
the project proposals for the benefit
of this community and to redouble our
efforts to seek out sources of further
major grant aid for the project, all of
which has to be in place before we
can contemplate a start together with
approval from the Diocesan Authorities.
We hope you enjoyed seeing the Flyer,
giving details of last November’s Art
Show at St Denys’ and our Calendar of
events for 2016, which were delivered
to most households in the Parish. If you
missed this and would like a copy, please
contact John Henderson 01905 371 218.
We plan to keep you informed by Flyer
and on the Kempsey, Croome and Severn
Stoke Parishes website
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk/st-denys
and click on Calendar. Look us up!
Our next event is the Annual General
Meeting to be held at The Rose & Crown
on Tuesday, 22nd March at 7.30 p.m.,
when we hope you will join us – more
details in the next Issue.

SEVERN STOKE Church Cleaning
March 2016
11th Mrs Cox & Mr Cox
25th Mr & Mrs Humphrey
April 2016
8th Mr & Mrs Price

St. Deny’s Pipe Organ Appeal

s many of you probably know our
pipe organ is out of action due to the
A
fact it needs a new blower. The estimate
we have received comes to over £4000
plus VAT.

The pipes and mechanism dates back
to the 1830’s, then later enlarged and
rebuilt by “Nicholsons”. It has been
looked after and serviced regularly and
is in good working order except for the
blower.
As Treasurer of the P.C.C. I would be very
grateful for any donation to help us to
achieve this goal. A separate account will
be used for this purpose. This has been
agreed by our Rector Revd. Mark Badger.
Thanking you in anticipation.
Sally Linsey, 1, Plovers Rise, Kempsey.
01905 820476

SEVERN STOKE Church Flowers
Lent No flowers for 14/21/28th February
Mothering Sunday 6th March Jane Hall &
Jane Ward
No flowers 13/20th March
Easter Jane Hall & Jane Ward
If anyone would like to help decorate
church for Easter we are meeting on
Saturday 26th March at 10.30am in St.
Deny’s
There is a new flower rota in church any
changes or anyone interested in joining
our rota please contact Jane Hall 01684
592924/07917821608

SEVERN STOKE Parish Hall
The Parish Hall at Severn Stoke is a
Great place to hold parities!
To Book Call
Trish Rowe on 01905 371339 or
Dave Thompson on 01905 371171
Web: www.severnstokevillagehall.co.uk

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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Save the Children

Games Afternoon

Play your favourite board games !

FREE ENTRY
Refreshments in aid of
Save the Children

Wednesday 13th April 2pm (TBC)
St. Mary’s Church, Kempsey
For further information contact:
Julia Grant 820138/Heather Davies
821040

Coming Together
Fellowship
Our next meeting will be on Monday,
14th March in St. Mary’s church at 10-30
a.m. Our speaker this month will be
Keith Patterson and on the 11th April it
will be David Cockerham.
Please, come and join us at 10-30 for a
coffee and a chat, Keith will speak at
11-00 and we finish with a snack lunch.
We are an ecumenical fellowship and
welcome ladies and gentlemen to come
and join us.

The Save the Children
coffee morning on February 13th in
church was a great success raising
£260.60 for Save the Children.
We had a lovely amount of supporters
who gave generously. The money raised
will go in general funds where it can be
used for immediate use.
Thank you to you all!
We are hoping to have an event in mid
April, in the church please, keep an eye
out for this.
Thank you all very much for your support
Julia Grant 820138 & Heather Davies
B.E.M. 821040

Contact:
Julia Grant 820138 or Carol Shaw-Ling
821467
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KEMPSEY PRIMARY SCHOOL NEWS
As the first half term of the spring term
draws to a close, it is good to look back
on the past few weeks and reflect on all
that has happened in school. As always,
it has been a busy and exciting term!
We started the term in January with
a whole school topic based on a book
called “Maths Curse” by Jon Scieszka.
If you haven’t read this book please do
take the opportunity to have a look at it.
It tells the story of one girl’s day and all
the maths “problems” she encounters
– how long does it take to get dressed?
How many shirts would she have if she
threw away the awful plaid shirt Uncle
Zeno sent her? And how much would
her favourite chocolate bar cost if it is
on sale for -B±√(B^2 )-4AC?!

Sophie has a Just
Giving page for anyone
who would like to
support her. You can
access this at www.
justgiving.com/Sofiehairchopchallenge.
This is a tremendous effort and we are
very proud of Sophie for undertaking it.
Please do support her by donating if you
can.
We need YOU…

We are also very pleased to
announce that we have a brand new
website. Please do access it at www.
kempseyprimary.net. Do bookmark it
as one of your “favourites” so you can
keep up to date with all that is going on
in school!

At present we have a vacancy on our
Board of Governors and we are very
keen to fill it with a member of the
community. No previous experience
of either primary schools or being
a governor is needed. We can offer
high calibre training to anyone who
undertakes the role for the first time.
It doesn’t even mean you have to
spend hours and hours in school! Our
Governors are a vital part of our school
in terms of providing both support and
challenge to the leadership team as well
as monitoring standards. The Governors
are a friendly lot and our half termly
meetings are actually good fun! Please
do have a think as to whether this might
be something you would be interested
in pursuing. If you are interested you
could have a word with our Clerk to the
Governors, Marian Walters, or you could
drop me an email on head@kempsey.
worcs.sch.uk. Please do think about this
carefully as we would very much like to
fill our Governor vacancy.

PLEASE SUPPORT SOPHIE…

AND FINALLY…

One of our Year 6 pupils has undertaken
a fundraising activity in
aid of Breast Cancer. At
the end of March, Sophie
is going to have a haircut
and donate her hair to
the Little Princess Trust,
a charity which provides
real hair wigs to children
who have lost their
own hair due to cancer
treatment.

As mentioned in the previous parish
magazine, we have successfully run
Fused Glass Workshops here in school
for both adults in the evening as well as
on a Saturday Afternoon. These have
been a great opportunity for parents and
friends to experience the creativity and
fun of making Fused Glass objects. We
have some further workshops planned
so, if you are interested in joining in one
of these, please do return this reply slip
to school:

We have also taken part in some exciting
extra curricular activities this term. A
particular highlight was the school
choir’s participation in “Young Voices”.
This is an annual event when school
choirs from all over the region gather
at the NEC to perform together. It was
a fantastic experience for our children,
singing in the company of 6, 000 other
primary school pupils as well as singing
with Laura Wright (she sang the anthem
for the Rugby World Cup).
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FUSED GLASS WORKSHOPS
Name:
Contact No:
I would be interested in joining one of the following workshops in the
school hall.
Saturday, 12th March @ 2 pm for adults & accompanied children
£20 per family
Wednesday, 16th March @ 6 pm for 16 years and older £15 per
person
Wednesday, 27th April @ 6 pm for 16 years and older £15 per
person
All materials will be provided. Please note that parents must take
responsibility for their children if attending the Saturday workshop.
Please return this slip with appropriate payment to the School Office

Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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CHAMWINO PARISH DIOCESE OF MOROGORO TANZANIA
Within our church we have a group
of people responsible for youth work,
we have a high percentage of young
people aged 18-45 years of which
56.5% are Christians. A few of the main
responsibilities of this group are; to
help the youth in the church to know
the Word of God in their lives through
Bible Study which we hold weekly. We
also incorporate different seminars so
they can grow well both spiritually and
physically. To participate with other
youth groups inside and outside of the
country. To help other youth become
self-reliant and depend on themselves
rather than others, through hard work
and adopting coping techniques. To
spread the Word of God by using their
talents given by God. Some are choir
members, so they spread the word of
God through singing, some are football
team members they spread the word
of God through friendship of different
teams. They start by building good
friendships then slowly introduce the
Word to their friends.
Our youth have lots of challenges to
overcome; single parent households.
This is caused by several different
reasons. Some of their spouses passed
away and those who remain are left with
caring for their families. Other women
get pregnant before they are married.
Life in these families is tough as they are
unable to meet the needs such as food,
shelter and education expenses. This has
a knock on effect of some of the youth
having to work instead of attending
school. Others become involved in
drugs/alcohol abuse etc. to escape the
pressures of day to day life. This is a big
challenge to the church and much prayer
is needed for these families.

she will be able to go forth out into the
world and build a life. Schools play a
major responsibility in this role, and
therefore it is expected that in schools
they are safe places for the young
people. Surprisingly this is not always the
case.
For example, I was told by my daughter
that one of her classmates was going to
school, on the way he met with one of
his teachers. The teacher asked him to
dress properly the student did what the
teacher wanted. When they reached
school the teacher started to say bad
words towards the student. The student
was angry, so from there things changed
so they started fighting each other.
At the end the student was reported
as not having good behavior. This is a
challenge to the youth although not all
schools do the same. Therefore, much
prayer is needed so God can intervene
in the situation both to the teachers and
students.
Unemployment is another challenge;
a high percentage of our Parish are
young people aged between 18 to 45
years. The lack of sufficient education
means their choices are limited. So much
prayer is needed for this particular group
in our churches. But not only prayer,
we are planning in June this year to
have seminary whereby we can teach
different subjects so our youth can have
more knowledge on how to employ
themselves.
Revd Captain Enock Chibada

Another challenge for our youth is
violence in schools; education for the
child is the foundation from which he/
Enquiries to susan.cawley@motov8.org.uk
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A Letter from the Archdeacon of Worcester
A friend was talking about
another friend from his university
days who he described as a
‘heavy Christian’. I think he
meant the rather intense believer
who witnesses readily, but
sometimes puts people off. It got
me thinking about the ways in
which I was or wasn’t a ‘heavy’
Christian myself!
We sometimes make heavy
weather of what we call Good News. It
can feel as though it is all down to us
rather than God. The truth is that we
don’t have to save the whole world, but
simply play our small part in responding
to God’s love.
Prayer is all about noticing what God
is doing. Anthony de Mello, a Jesuit,
collected stories of faith, including this
one:
‘Master, is there anything I can do to
make myself more enlightened?’ The
master replies, ‘Do as little as you can to
make the sun rise in the morning.’ ‘But
master, of what use then are the spiritual
exercises you prescribe?’ ‘To make sure
you are not asleep when the sun rises!’
Our Christian traditions and disciplines,
worship and prayer, study of scripture,
are to make us more aware of God’s
presence in the world and to be more
present ourselves.
Feeling good about ourselves and God
doesn’t need to be selfish. Many of
the great social activists have been
people who spent time in contemplative
prayer and learned to notice what was
happening - people who could see the
wood for the trees, as we say.
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Once you become attentive you notice
more.
So, for example, you notice that refugees
aren’t simply an issue to be dealt
with but are families, people who are
refugees. Or, the issue of homosexuality,
with which the church struggles, is about
people who are gay.
Karl Barth, a great Twentieth Century
Swiss theologian, whose life spanned
two world wars, said: 'To clasp the hands
in prayer is the beginning of an uprising
against the disorder of the world.' Ours
is a social gospel, and we all have our
part to play. So often it starts from
attentiveness, learning to be present.
Later this month we celebrate Holy Week
and Easter, when Jesus enters the depths
of what it means to be human. You might
say it was a small event on the world
stage: the press would probably have
been stalking the corridors of power,
rather than the municipal rubbish dump
outside the city wall. But it was not just
another crucifixion – it was the main
event, along with what happened three
days later, for those who had eyes to
see. Let us learn to be attentive then, to
make sure we are not asleep when the
sun rises.
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More Useful Contacts
DR. Craig Morgan
Children & Youth Worker,
KreativKidz
Fiona Harrison
Wedding Enquiries

07837
128967

craig.morgan@stmaryskempsey.org.uk

01905
820067

harrisonfiona@hotmail.com

Ann Norton
01905
Little Angels Toddler Group 820401

annanddave12@hotmail.co.uk

Grace Community

www.gracecommunitychurch.org.uk

Name

Number

Name

Number

Brownie Guides

01905 820901

2nd Brownie Guides

07825 786604

Scouts

01905 764168

Cub Scouts

01905 764168

Beaver Scouts

01905 764168

Craft Club

01905 828476

Kempsey Camera Club

01905 351041

Competition Club

01905 821462

Kempsey Angling Association

01905 821666

Pilates

07903 901956

Symphony Dance School

01886 833263

Kempsey Handbell Ringers

01905 820696

Kempsey Women’s Fellowship

01905 828096

Kempsey Men’s
Fellowship

01905 820129

St Mary’s Church Bellringers

01905 820601

Cornflower Club

01905 820476

St Mary’s Flower Club

01905 820417

Women’s Institute (WI)

01905 821189

Mother’s Union (Upton Deanery)

01684 592309

Kempsey Cricket Club &
Juniors

07753 607979

Kempsey Sports Association

01905 821215

Kempsey Lawn Tennis Club

07960 002349

Kempsey Colts Football Club

01905 821994

Kempsey United Football
Club

01905 821215

Dance Exercise Classes

01905 353052

Bridge Club

01905 820786

Dance Class

01905 424415

Art group

01905 820595

S.Worcs Ass. of Retired Persons

01905 27421

Yoga

01905 828404

Kempsey Doctors Surgery

01905 820466

Local Policing team

01905 338765

Kempsey Recorded Music Soc.

01905 820153
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