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The earthly peace and hope those troops were
fighting for is still not a reality.

From the Rector . . .
If I haven’t had a chance to say it to you
personally—Happy New Year! Of course all the
Christmas and New Year celebrations seem a
long time ago now as we have all returned to
normality and the normal rhythm and pattern of
daily life. However research tells us that it
wont be long before at least some of us will be
turning our thoughts to Christmas once-more as
we seem to have an ever increasing longing for
the Christmas season. This year, of course we
had a poignant reminder of the power of
Christmas to transform even the darkest of
situations as we recalled the centenary of the
1914 Christmas truce

But Christians still believe that our hope is in
Jesus Christ and that the world can be changed
through him. Our part is to allow him to be
born in our hearts and live in our hearts
changing our lives not just at Christmas but every
day! I’m reminded of the words of another
Christmas song:

At Christmas in 1914, British soldier Albert
Moren was in the front line trenches near the
village of LaChapelle d’ Armentieres, Suddenly
he heard a familiar tune wafting across No
Man’s Land. He said: it was a beautiful

moonlight night, frost on the ground, white
almost everywhere . . . There was a lot of
commotion in the German trenches and then
there were those lights – I don’t know what they
were. And then they sang Stille Nacht, Heilige
Nacht – Schlafen im Himmliscer Rue Schlafen
im Himmliscer Rue! I shall never forget it. It was
one of the highlights of my life.

A ray of hope flickers in the sky
A tiny star lights up way up high
All across the land, dawns a brand new morn
This comes to pass when a child is born
A silent wish sails the seven seas
The winds of change whisper in the trees
And the walls of doubt crumble, tossed and torn
This comes to pass when a child is born
A rosy hue settles all around
You've got the feel you're on solid ground
For a spell or two, no-one seems forlorn
This comes to pass when a child is born

Letters from the front line also refer to a
football match played in No Man’s Land on
Christmas Day on 1914. One Soldier’s letter
home was printed in Newcastle’s Evening Mail
on December 31st 1914. He wrote:

And all of this happens
because the world is waiting,
Waiting for one child
Black, white, yellow, no-one knows
But a child that will grow up
and turn tears to laughter,
Hate to love, war to peace
and everyone to everyone's neighbour
And misery and suffering
will be words to be forgotten, forever

On Christmas Day one of the Germans came
out of the trenches and held his hands up.
Our fellows immediately got out of theirs, and
we met in the middle, and for the rest of the
day we fraternised, exchanging food, cigarettes
and souvenirs. The Germans gave us some of
their sausages, and we gave them some of our
stuff. The Scotsmen started the bagpipes and
we had a rare old jollification, which included
football in which the Germans took part . .
We did not fire at all that day, and the
Germans did not fire at us.

It's all a dream, an illusion now
It must come true, sometime soon somehow
All across the land, dawns a brand new morn
This comes to pass when a child is born

So if we want this dream to come true don’t
pack Christmas away in a box and consign it to
the attic for another year.
Instead let the
Christmas story, spirit and power be renewed in
your hearts and minds every day and I believe if
we can do that the at least we have the chance
that of turning tears to laughter, hate to love and
war to peace! HAPPY CHRISTMAS!

The 1914 Christmas truce shows us the
remarkable power of the Christmas story to
bring change: peace broke out in the midst of
battle. Sadly the 1914 Christmas truce was a
brief moment in a war that left millions dead.
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Services

Services

St Mary’s Kempsey

St Denys’ Severn Stoke

Sunday 1st February — Candlemas

Sunday 1st February — Candlemas

8.00 a.m.

Holy Communion BCP

10.30 a.m.

10.15 a.m.

Free Breakfast

10.45 a.m.

Families Together Service

Holy Communion

Sunday 8th February 2nd Sunday Before Lent
3.15 p.m.

Family Service

Sunday 8th February 2nd Sunday Before Lent
8.00 a.m.

Matins BCP

Sunday 15th February The Sunday Before Lent

10.30 a.m.

Informal Communion

10.30 a.m.

Holy Communion BCP

Sunday 15th February The Sunday Before Lent

Sunday 22nd February First Sunday of Lent

8.00 a.m.

Holy Communion BCP

10.30 a.m .

10.30 a.m.

Informal Praise

6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion BCP

Informal Worship

Sunday 1st March 2nd Sunday of Lent
St David’s Day

Sunday 22nd February First Sunday of Lent
8.00 a.m.

Matins BCP

10.30 a.m.

Formal Communion

10. 30 a.m.

Sunday 1st March 2nd Sunday of Lent
St David’s Day
8.00 a.m.

Holy Communion BCP

10.15 a.m.

Free Breakfast

10.45 a.m.

Families Together Service
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Holy Communion

Monday

February 2nd

7.30pm Men’s group meet in St. Mary’s House.

Tuesday February 3rd

7.30pm PCC meets in St. Mary’s House.

Friday February

11am - “Little Angels”

Monday

6th

February 9th

Pram and toddler group meets in church

10.30am “ Coming together” meets in

St. Mary's House.

7.30pm Healing Prayer group meets at Gill Warfield’s
Wednesday February 11th

2.30pm Cornflower club meets at the Parish Hall
7.30pm Women’s Fellowship meets in St. Mary’s House.

Friday February

13th

11am - “Little Angels”

Pram and toddler group meets in church

Friday February

20th

11am - “Little Angels”

Pram and toddler group meets in church

Monday February 23rd

8.00pm Parish Prayer meeting at Gill Warfield’s

Wednesday February 25th

2.30pm Cornflower club meets at the Parish Hall

From the Registers

Arthur Kelly

16th December 2014

Arthur George Kelly

19th January

2015

Alice Hartland

28th January

2015

Doris Hester Ballinger

30th January

2015

Molly Gresham

17th January

2015

Harry Lewis

Thank you to all the people who came to
Arthur’s funeral, It was lovely to see a full
church. St. Mary’s meant a lot to
Arthur and the support it gave him during
his long illness.
Thank you to the Rev. Mark Badger who
visited Arthur in hospital time and again
especially when he had just come to the
Parish. Thank you to Libby James and
Sheila Cook for their support and thank
you to those of you who visited him at
home. It meant so much to him.
Heather Kelly

Winner!
Robin O’Regan had the winning number for
the Christmas Hamper, well done Robin, we
hope you enjoyed the goodies. The money
raised will help with mission work.
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SEVERN STOKE AND CROOME D’ABITOT NEWS
St Denys’ Church

SEVERN STOKE and KINNERSLEY 100 CLUB

Redecoration of the Chancel ceiling and tim-

December’s lucky £25 winner was Roy Butler

bers was completed in time for the Christmas
services and looks very smart.

of Severn Stoke and the £100 Bumper prize

It is the first

went to David Goodwin of Earl’s Croome,

step towards seeking Diocesan approval for

which cheered him as he went into hospital.

curtaining off the Chancel and installing new
heating, lighting and loudspeakers.

The January Draw at the increased sum of

This will

£30, to reflect the increased subscription,

allow warmer church worship in the winter

was won by Maureen Watman of Worcester.

and a comfortable space for other meetings.

Your new subs of £15.00 each for 2015 are

If anyone has wondered what the barricaded

due 1st January, 2015 - your continuing

holes in the church yard are for, we are

support is essential!

conducting Percolation Tests to see whether

Thank you for

agreeing to the increased sub.!

the ground is suitable for a Trench Arch

New members always welcome:

system of sewage disposal in preparation for

Cheques in

favour of ‘Friends of St Denys‘, please to:

the proposed modernisation of the Church,
which is progressing, but with still a long way

John Henderson, 100 Club Secretary,

to go!

Meadow Hill House, Severn Stoke Worcester,
WR8 9JP or

Telephone W/ 371218 for

more information.

United Benefice Prayer Meetings
All are welcome to our meetings (usually the

SEVERN STOKE and AREA FLAG
(Flood Action Group)

last Monday of each month) for an hour,
from 8.00 p.m., next meeting is Monday

23rd

The

Environment

Agency

February.

FLAG UPDATE:

We meet at the homes of those taking part.

discussed at a meeting of FLAG members in

indication of costs

Contact John and Cara (W/ 371 218) for the

November.

for various options was

At the time of going to Press, the

next venue. We give thought and prayer for

outcome of a further meeting with EA and our

people and projects around us and for the

local

health and enhancement of the Churches’

preferred scheme proves to be viable, much

work. You don’t have to say a word unless

work will be needed to raise funds and grant

MP’s

representative

is

awaited.

If

a

you wish, but just be with us.

aid

St Denys’ Bible Study and Fellowship Group:

Anyone wishing to join the FLAG should

Thursday,
All welcome.

12th

February

locally to top up any Government grant aid

available.

at

2.30

contact: Tim Weeks on 01905 371309 or

p.m.

email him timothy.weeks@btopenworld.com

Please contact John Henderson

(W 371 218) for the venue.
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difficulty in accessing basic banking services.
UC needs to be paid into a transactional
bank account and claimants will need to be
able to make payments for rent and other
bills from their benefit each month.

Universal Credit

You will have to meet
get UC. These include
commitment. This is a
what you'll have to do
find work, get better
more hours.

Universal Credit (UC) is a benefit for people
of working age which will replace and
consolidate a number of existing means
tested benefits namely Income Support,
Income-based
Jobseeker's
Allowance,
Income-related Employment and Support
Allowance, Child Tax Credit, Working Tax
Credit and Housing Benefit (known as legacy
benefits).
Budgeting loans, currently
available via the Social Fund, will be
replaced by an advance payment of UC.

For further information and advice, contact your
local

Citizens

Advice

Bureau

or

see

www.adviceguide.org.uk.
Your local bureau:
South Worcestershire Citizens Advice Bureau

The government is planning on accelerating
the rollout of Universal Credit (UC), its
flagship welfare reform initiative, in the
spring of 2015. Universal Job Centre Plus
will administer UC. The process will initially
begin with new claims from single people
without children in selected areas which will
gradually be extended nationwide. It is
intended that by May 2016 all claimants
wishing to make claims for the old legacy
benefits will need to claim UC instead.

Malvern Heights,
Chequers Close,
Enigma Business Park,
Malvern, WR14 1BF is open:
Mon, Tues, Thurs & Fri 10 am - 4 pm
Wed (Specialist Debt Advice (by appointment)
Tel:

It should be noted that you don't have to
be out of work to get UC. You may be able
to get it if you're working, looking for work,
sick or disabled, or caring for children or a
disabled person.
If you're already in work, you won't lose all
your UC if your earnings or hours of work
increase. Instead, your UC will go down as
your earnings go up until a point is reached
when eligibility ends.
Universal Credit is not taxable and will be
paid monthly into your bank account if you
are claiming it. The government has also
reached an agreement with the banking
industry to provide (by the end of 2015 ) a
new range of fee free basic bank accounts
aiming at helping people who have had

various conditions to
accepting a claimant
document that says
to prepare for work,
paid work, or work
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01684 563611
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rehearsing for D Day. We will make a point
of visiting the memorial to those soldiers
whose sacrifice meant that we can plan our
field work and enjoy the beauty of the area,
in peace.

Hanley Castle High School News
January 2015

The School was delighted to learn that
Claudia Freemantle, who is currently studying
History at Balliol College, Oxford, has been
awarded one of its most prestigious prizes.
Claudia, who left Hanley Castle in 2012, has
been promoted to a Fletcher Scholarship.

We started the year with our traditional
scene setting assembly delivered by Mrs
Cooke (Head teacher) on the first morning
of the Spring Term.
She always looks
forward to the year and highlights some key
dates, including this year a partial eclipse on
the 20th March and the General Election on
May 5th!

The annual Hanley Run takes place this year
on March 27th. It is a relatively short run
of 1.75km around the local lanes and paths.
If any former pupil would like to run in the
senior race please contact me at school so
that you can be entered for the run.
Unfortunately we cannot take entries on the
day.

She was also delighted to announce the
magnificent sum of £5,700 raised on the last
day of the autumn term during our Heroes
and Villains fancy dress day for ‘Children
with Cancer’. The coffers had been swollen
by a marvellous DVD produced by Jack
Walton, Tom Hitchings, Beth Roberts, Chloe
Mitten, Miss Wright, of teachers singing the
‘Band Aid 30’ track. Called ‘Hanley Aid’ it
was interesting to witness the various singing
styles of the staff.

Finally, on a sadder and more reflective note
this is the first time I have had the
opportunity to mention the untimely death of
our former Head, Mr Alan Johnston.
Alan led the school for thirteen years
between 1991 and 2004, guiding it skilfully
through the merger with the Hill School in
Upton. Hanley then flourished under his
leadership, expanding from 550 students to
800. But perhaps his most enduring legacy is
that it was under his leadership that the
unique Hanley ethos was nurtured. I am very
grateful for all he did for me professionally
and I know that many in the wider
community will mourn Alan’s passing.

It is also a time when our students in year
thirteen start to hear of offers from
university and we were delighted that Sean
Gleeson our Sports Captain has been offered
a place to read Maths at Oxford. Of course,
we are equally pleased with all of our
students who gain offers at universities
across the UK, or gain apprenticeships and
employment. A lot of work is spent by a
dedicated team of teachers and advisers,
helping to place our young people in
appropriate work or higher education and
the young people themselves are working
hard to secure these places.
I am writing this article just ahead of the
geography fieldtrip to Slapton Sands, which
is not only a magnificent example of coastal
management and physical processes but the
site of an horrific episode in the Second
World War when nearly 1000 American
troops lost their lives in Operation Tiger,
8

Children’s Society Thank You
For the year 2014, your boxes have raised
£506.62,
the
Christingle
candles
£102.07,and the coffee morning £44.85,
making a total of 653.54. Many, many,
thanks to you all, your donations will be
used to help vulnerable children within the
UK. We shall put a copy of "Voice", the
Society's magazine, at the back of the
church, for you to have a browse and see
what good work the Society is able to do
thanks to your giving. Ann Blackwell 820549
and Nancy Morris 821796

St Mary’s Women's Fellowship
In
January,
eighteen
members
from
Women’s Fellowship sat down to a delicious
hot luncheon at the Bluebell Inn, Ryall.
Conversation flowed unabated as we
tucked-into our lovely meals.
Next week, we look forward to another trip
out, this time to Kays pantomime, “Babes in
the Wood” at The Swan.
In February we settle down once more, to
our programme of indoor meetings and
welcome Revd Mark Badger to talk about
the project Motov8—something we look
forward to learning more about.

DISNEY ON DOWN

Any

ladies living

or

worshipping in the

Kempsey / Severn Stoke / Croome area

Worcester Operatic and Dramatic Society
Youth Section – WODYS are coming to St
Mary’s Church on Sunday, March 1st at
3.00pm.

who would like to join us may like, in the
first place, to phone our Chairperson Kath
on 01905 820519; or else just come to our
next meeting on 11th February in St Mary’s

The cabaret will be packed with feel good
No 1 Pop hits and Disney classics – something for everyone to enjoy, sing-along to
and even dance along to if you feel up to
it!

House for a 7.30pm start.

Maggs Day Centre
The Mission Committee would like to thank
everyone for their generosity with gifts of
toiletries for Maggs. A huge box was taken
in on the Monday before Christmas and the
staff were most grateful.
Also £145 was
collected in envelopes and sent to Maggs.

Come, sit back and relax for an hour and
enjoy the singing and dancing followed by
delicious tea and cakes.
Entrance is free – no tickets required –
everyone welcome
9

Coming Together Fellowship

St Richards Hospice

We all enjoyed Libby’s message at the start
of the year. We shall welcome Revd. Ken
Hart, who has visited us many times over
the past years and will be with us on
Monday February 9th.

I would like to say a very big thank you to
everyone who supported the St. Richards
Hospice stall at Harry and Jean’s charity
Christmas Bazaar in October. You raised
£115-00 which will be used to help fund
the work of your local hospice. Julia Grant

Our meetings are held in St. Mary’s House
and there will be a welcome cuppa from
10-30 a.m. Following our meeting (11-12)
there will be a snack lunch. Come and join
us. It is an interdenominational group, you
will be most welcome.

Lent Lunches at the Firs
Ash Wednesday 18th February sees the
start of our annual Lent Lunches at the
Firs, Old Rd North. This is for 6 weeks
ending on March 25th. We start serving at
12-30 p.m. up until 1-00 p.m. and aim to
finish around 2-00 p.m. Everyone is most
welcome to come along to the Firs for a
delicious lunch of homemade soup, followed
by cheese and biscuits with coffee or tea.

Further
details
Tel. 820934

from

Eileen

Hogan,

Tools with a Mission
As the spring approaches and we get out
into our sheds to sort things out please,
remember that your unwanted rakes, spades,
saws, lawnmowers etc. can be restored and
used by people in Africa and other
countries. Thank you for your very useful
donations of tools and materials.

The money collected will go to a feeding
programme abroad. The cost of the meal is
a mere £4-00, well worth the money and
an opportunity to meet friends and have a
chat in a lovely warm room. Do come and
join us. Linda Jenkins 820314 Julia Grant
820138

Teddies for Tragedies
Cornflower Club

Thank you for all the little bears, blankets,
vests and jumpers which are used to help
keep little children warm or comfort them
with a toy bear, to bring a smile to their
little face instead of tears. A load of
blankets, bears, etc. left Kempsey at the end
of last year for the distribution centre in
Kidderminster.

The club started back on
January 28th where we
once
again
welcomed
Peter Holzapfel. Our next
meeting is on Wednesday
11th February in the Parish
Hall at 2-30. If you are a
lady or gentleman over 60
and a resident of Kempsey
please, come along and
see what we do, you would
be very welcome.

Wanted Knitting Wool
If you have odd bits of wool or whole balls
that you no longer need, we have knitters
who will gladly knit it up into blankets,
vests, etc.
You could put them into the
back of church or contact Julia 820138.

We would like to thank Tom and his staff
for
another wonderful Christmas meal at
the Talbot. We were very well looked after
by the staff and had a lovely time.
Thank you. Julia Grant 820138
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Tuesday Friendship Club
We had a lovely time in November when Ray
Mytton came to entertain us and brought a
friend with him called John, he played the
glockenspiel like we have never heard it
played before. What a talented man.

We would like to thank everyone who came
and supported our Christmas Fayre in
November. It was a great success as we
raised £317-23 for the fund. Also we would
like to say thank you to Father Christmas as
he took time to drop in and give presents
to the children there.

Ray played the guitar and John accompanied
on the glockenspiel and it was so entertaining
we didn’t want it to end, we will be inviting
them again.
We had a class of children from school to
sing for us in December the week before we
closed for the Christmas holiday. It was so
refreshing to hear young voices singing
Christmas songs and carols, we all enjoyed
having them and were able to chat to them
afterwards.
On the 16th of December we all went to The
Talbot for our Christmas lunch, we enjoyed
a traditional Christmas meal and a visit from
Santa, thanks to Tom for providing our lunch.

We are holding a coffee morning / bring
and buy on Saturday, January 31st at St.
Mary’s House, 10-12 noon.

We met back at The Firs on January 6th for
the start of a New Year of friendship and fun.

Heather Davies B.E.M. and Julia Grant

Grace Community
Our February

meeting is in the Parish Hall

on Sunday 15th, starting at 10.30am with
coffee and biscuits, followed by a time of
lively worship.
We are looking forward to the visit of
friends from in:courage', an organisation
headed up by Andrew Leakey. They will be
coming to encourage and share with Grace
Community.

We are holding a coffee morning at The Firs
on Tuesday 10th of Feb. All are welcome to
come and join us, we will have cakes for sale
and a bring and buy table, our proceeds will
go to a charity to be decided.

We finish by sharing lunch together and you
are very welcome to stay for this.
For more information please contact Dave
and Ann on 01905 820401 or visit our
website www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk

If anyone would like to come and join in for
friendship and company at any time give me
a call Ann Norton 01905 820401
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Nursing school has plans
to extend healing ministry
The Anglican-run Muheza Nursing School, in
Tanzania – a long-standing recipient of
support from Us – has a new name, a new
direction and ambitious plans.
Renamed St Augustine Muheza Institute of
Health and Allied Sciences, the centre has
undergone major renovations and plans to
introduce degree courses in health sciences,
alongside existing courses for nurses,
midwives and clinical officers.
Funding
from
Us
has
enabled
the
construction of new classrooms, a library
extension, the refurbishment of laboratories
and an accommodation block, and the
provision of student nurse uniforms.
The institute was established in 1939 by the
Sisters of the Community of Sacred Passion,
and is today a part of the Anglican Diocese
of Tanga.

Ester said: ‘I’m motivated to learn more so I
can reach out to individuals, families and
the community at large. I am happy to be
involved in work that provides spiritual and
social care.’
Aisha said: ‘It is important for the church to
be involved in health work. However, the
current
shortage
of
equipment
and
resources is challenging.’

Response to Ebola
We have sent emergency grants to help our
church partners in Liberia and Sierra Leone
respond to the Ebola outbreak, which has
claimed over 3,000 lives. The funds bought
gloves,
masks,
medicines
and
other
materials to help combat the
outbreak. We
are
also
supporting
long-term
health
awareness programmes in Ghana, Guinea,
Liberia and Sierra Leone. Janette O’Neill, Us
Chief Executive, said: ‘When communities
face such terrible suffering the church must
be there with both love and tangible
support.’

Response to Iraq crisis

Interim director Elizabeth Chigua explained:
‘The desire of the church is to extend the
healing mission of the Lord Jesus Christ
through creating a highly skilled and
motivated workforce.’
Three nursing graduates talked to Us about
their
experience
(names
have
been
changed). Joseph said: ‘The work can be
tiring because there is a heavy workload
due to staff shortages. But I press on as it
is fulfilling to see people cured and to know
this is spiritual work.’
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We are supporting Christians and other
minority groups in Iraq as armed groups
target vulnerable communities. Funds from
Us are helping churches to
provide shelter
and emergency supplies to people of all
faiths who have fled violence in remote
regions of the country. The Ven Dr Bill
Swartz OBE, Archdeacon in the Gulf, said:
‘Iraqi people and Iraqi Christians need our
prayers and support.’

Our link with
Dear Rev. Mark. Greetings from your friends
in Chamwino Parsih Morogoro!

I hope that you are doing well at this
Christmas time, I am very sorry that I did
not sent this greetings at the proper time I
wanted to sent this greetings one day
before the Christmas day but I could not
do that because on 23rd one of the elders
of St. Paul's church passed away so I was
very busy. His name was called Phillip
Charles, real he was very helpful at this
church. But we thank God decided to take
him at this time for his own plans. in
Swahili always say that (Tulimpenda lakini
Mungu amempenda zaidi) This means that
We loved him but God loved him more than
us that is why he has taken him from us.
Apart from that we celebrated the day well,
I ministered at two services at two
churches; St. Paul's church which the centre
of the parish and I went at the daughter
church St. Stephen church we had good
services at all these two churches.
The service at St. Paul normally starts at
7:00 between at 9:00 to 9:30 in the
morning and at St. Stephen starts at 10:00
ends between 12:00 to 12:30 every Sunday
so when I finished the service at St. Paul's
church I went direct to St. Stephen church I 13

thank God He blessed us in these two
services.
As we are approaching the New Year we
hope that God will give us strength to serve
him more by spreading the Good News of
Salvation, as the Shepherds did after
received the News from the angel that
Jesus was born, they went where Marry,
Joseph and the baby Jesus were. they
announced the news as they were told by
the angel. I see that we must share this
Good news to those who have not yet heard
and those who do not believe, because It is
the Good News of great joy that will be for
all the people.
Dear friends apart from building the nursery
School at St. Paul's Church Chamwino we
have a plan of building St. Stephen Church
building, because the present building is just
temporary as I showed you last time we
failed to finish it this year but I believe we
will finish it next year because we have just
started building its foundation as you will
see it in the pictures I will attach.

Dear friends we always pray for you for
great love you have for our parish projects
and other issues we are sharing to you each
and every time. We pray for the challenges
you are facing there so God can intervene.
Dear friends I wish you happy New year
2015, I believe that God through the mighty
name of Jesus Christ will give you favour.
Yours in God's fellowship Rev. Enock

collapse of society was imminent in the
Hitchcock film, the first full week of the new
year has been extremely busy. We are just
about coping with the demand though we
have had to disappoint two clients. I therefore feel
totally justified in making my normal plea for new drivers to come and help
us. Can I
also just emphasise that the
more notice we can have of appointments
the better. There seems to be an idea going
around that we do not want too much notice
but that is incorrect.

For what it's worth...... This the title of an
iconic song written by Stephen Stills and
recorded first by Buffalo Springfield, a
group formed in 1966 by Stephen Stills,
Neil Young and others.
The song was
written as a reaction to police actions
against the crowds of young people who
had
gathered on the Sunset Strip, West
Hollywood to protest at the closing of a
nightclub. Unusually for rock music, the
words of the title do not occur in the song.

Best wishes for a happy and healthy new
year
Roger Wildin
UCC Office: 15 High Street, Upton upon Severn, WR8 0HJ

The first words of the song are... “There's
somethin' happening' here, What it is ain't
exactly clear” and it was these words that
came to me on looking back at the
statistics I had compiled for the last three
months of 2014. The ladies in the office
had commented at the time that it had
been a quiet period and when I compared
the figures to the same months in 2013 it
was quite startling.
Hospital visits were
down by a quarter and visits to surgeries
over the last three months were down by a
third with November down by almost a half.
We are not subject to the sort of things
like the A & E crises reported in the news
recently with most of our business being
generated by normal doctor and hospital
appointments.
Maybe people in our area
did not get poorly in the last three months.
Certainly the weather was milder than usual.
Perhaps our normal clients were enjoying
autumnal breaks and did not have time to
get ill or go to regular appointments.
Perhaps these numbers are not statistically
significant which I think is a mathematical
term meaning 'Don't worry, it happens
sometimes'.
However, for some inexplicable reason, a bit
like the birds being strangely absent one
morning for no reason just when the

Office Number: 01684 593633
Email: uptoncommunitycare@hotmail.com

Sunday Lunch
With friends
Bored with cooking for one?
Would like some company?
Why not join us at the Talbot
on the Second Sunday of each
month for lunch at around
12.00 midday?
For more information contact Becky
Garratt via the
enquiries option at

www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk
or Mark Badger 820057
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Music Club
The 26h of January will mark the first session
at Kempsey Primary of the Music Club.
It will be open to
KPS

pupils of all

ages whether they
can
As the term

Headed

fun

with

music.

Ray, whose website

Skateboarding Club
of

Ray

centred on having

will return.

19th

by

Mytton, the club is

clubs will begin and an established favourite

the

an

instrument or not.

begins at Kempsey Primary

School, two new St Mary’s run after-school

From

play

can
January

the

be

found

at

eagerly

anticipated skate-park will open, initially as
an after-school skateboarding club for KPS

www.raymytton.co.uk, is a multi-style guitar

pupils in years 2 to 6.

composer, singer, song writer, lute player and

The eight ramps, four boxes and a grind-bar

mandolinist.

are all portable, which enables the design lay

Ray

has

performed

many

solo-concerts to a wide range of audiences,

-out of the park to be changed regularly to

plays

remain fresh and exciting. Children will have

in

a

experienced

to bring their own skateboards.

interactive
people

number
tutor

music

with

of

bands,

and
and

has

song

disabilities,

the

is

an

provided

sessions

for

elderly

and

children. Ray can be seen on YouTube and
MySpace, performing his multi-varied styles of
music.

Wicked Wednesday
The

always

popular

Wicked

Wednesday

returned on the 14th January. Three great
new helpers, Jackie, Theresa, and Hazel, have
joined the team and the club will continue to

Helmets and long-trousers are the minimum

provide fun and games for all ages, including

safety gear required, and knee pads are

craft,

recommended. The intention is to expand

colouring,

toys

and

drama.

Each

session follows a theme, provided by the

community access to the skate-park as soon

school and based on the Monday morning

as possible, involving older young people and

school assembly.

evening sessions.
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. . . that Kempsey Church has a fine ring of
eight

bells

a

full

octave

(as

well

as

a

Sanctus bell which is rung from inside the
Church).

The five oldest bells were cast

more than 300 years ago in 1686, although
the oak frame from which they’re hung is
believed

to

be

even

older,

St Mary's Project Group

previously

Update of the meeting on 24.11.2014

supporting a smaller number of heavier bells.
These five bells and the bell frame which

Since our last report in the Autumn,
members of the steering group have been
visiting various churches which have been
reordered, and enjoyed seeing first hand
the
variety
of
changes
possible.
Herefordshire
has
several
examples,
including Yarpole, Peterchurch, and All
Saints Hereford. Closer to home, we visited
Welland and Feckenham, and St Michael's
in Bath was another visit.

supports them have been identified by the
Council for the Care of Churches as being of
historical significance.
The current heaviest bell, the tenor, weighing
15cwt, was cast in 1821 and is presumed to
have been a replacement for a sixth, older
bell which had probably cracked.
In 1923, the bells were all re-hung, and

We invite you to have a look at some of

turned slightly to present unworn sections to
the heavy, wrought iron clappers.

these on the website www.stmaryskempsey>

It’s hard

Kempsey parish news > St Mary's Church

to comprehend, but when the bells are in

Development Project, and let any of us

use, the clapper hurtles after the bell in its
circular swing, and must hit the bell on the

know what you think.

leading edge.

For the same reason, when a

In addition, at the Sunday services on

ringer pulls downwards on the rope, the

25th January and 1st February, we plan to

“dong” only sounds when his/her hands are

have a "brainstorming session" gathering

travelling back up past his/her face.

your views and opinions. We hope to see

The

two

newest

recently in 2012.

bells

were

added

you then.

very

They were deliberately

The Steering Group comprises:

cast in the same way as the oldest bells, to
fit-in both musically and aesthetically.

Nancy Morris

Colin Anstey, Rev Mark Badger,

They

Mike Biddle, Susan Cawley (secretary),

were added to the top end of the scale,

Pam Gerrard, Paul Kemp, Craig Morgan,

which now approximates to a descending
F E D C B♭A G F.

Nancy Morris (communications),
Ann Patrick, Nigel Taylor (project manager)
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manoeuvres they do. Skateboarding, by its
very nature, is an anti-drug activity.
Generally, a skate-park full of kids who are
there to skate is a skate-park full of kids
not using drugs.

Q. and A. on the Skate-park at
Kempsey Primary School.
With the new after-school skate club
beginning at Kempsey Primary and plans to
widen access for older young people and
introduce evening community sessions, the
following is a brief question and answer
session to help raise awareness of the
positive effects skate-parks have been
proven to have on communities and
explode some of the negative myths. The
source of the information contained below
is the internationally famous Tony Hawks
Foundation.

At skate-parks, older skaters tend to look
after younger skaters. They offer tips and
will rise to the occasion when they have the
opportunity to set a positive example or
mentor a younger skater.
A skate-park is a place where skaters get
together
and
enjoy
the
space,
the
camaraderie, and the physical thrill of riding.
A supervised outdoor, open, highly visible
location – like the playground at KPS - is
not the place to bully kids, use drugs, or be
a nuisance. Skaters are there for a reason,
and are generally very good at policing each
other about behaviour that interferes with
their enjoying the park.
A well-built and properly sited skate-park
that reflects the needs of the local young
people is a hive of creative, physical activity,
a place where kids and adults who enjoy
skateboarding come together and are
focused on their sport in an inherently
positive environment.

How would a skate-park benefit the community in Kempsey?

What rules and policies will our skate-park
have?

There are many benefits to establishing a
community youth skate-park in Kempsey.
The social benefits are the provision of a
facility for young people, and particularly
‘at-risk’ young people, to pursue an athletic
activity that they love. The public health
and community cohesion benefits are
providing a safe place for young people to
develop active lifestyles away from the
risks found on the streets.

Club rules will be enforced at all times and
the activity will be fully insured. Helmet and
knee pads will be required. An adult
supervisor and First Aider will be present at
all times.

Are kids at skate-parks exposed to drug
use and other negative influences like foul
language?
Skaters need to be focused and alert,
particularly in a skate-park setting, to
maintain their balance and to perform the
17

Planning – Post Office Lane, Kempsey – I put a
tremendous amount of work into the presentation of
this application at the Northern Area Development
Management Committee for 7th
January and was
extremely pleased in the Chairman of Kempsey
Parish Council and East Kempsey Action Group
together with over 80 residents fully supporting a
refusal of this applications on “highways grounds”. As
John Michael has stated “we have won the battle but
not the war”.

Happy New Year to all residents in Kempsey, Severn
Stoke and Croome D’Abitot and I hope that you had
a great Christmas.
District Council Elections it is now
almost 4 years since I was elected
as one of your District Councillors
and I hope that I have been able
to assist many of you when you
have had problems and questions. I
have decided that I will be standing
again in May this year again as an
Independent and hope that many of
you will support me and please
remember I am here for the local
parishioners if you have a problem
or question please contact me directly or via my new
website www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk.

Planning – Kings Hill This application was deferred for
further information for the building of up to 31 further
properties
Planning – North of The Limes – An archaeological dig
has taken place on this site and will probably be
completed when you read this. A further application
14/01692 has been made to change some houses
backing onto the Limes properties. Comments required
by 4th February.

A Post Office in Kempsey I have heard nothing regarding
the Post Office at McColls shop in Kempsey but no
news is sometimes good news.

Planning – Broomhall Grange An amended application
14/01466 for up to 28 properties has been
submitted.

Christmas – I was invited to the Kempsey Day Care
Xmas Lunch and enclose the picture which some may
find amusing. Thanks to Joy Clee
for the presents for the members
and the group for inviting me.

Planning – The Firs, Kempsey Further documents have
been received regarding this application for a further
15 bungalows behind The Firs 14/01225/FUL.

Clifton Quarry Extension The quarry
is due to be extended to the
East of the A38 at Clifton, and
be operational for approx. a
further 18 years.
Keep an eye
out for the
Planning Application.
This will be a WCC application as
“mineral extraction”.

More Dwellings Conversion of redundant agricultural
buildings to dwelling houses at Croft Farm Green
Street and The Hollies Old Road South have been
received.
South Worcestershire Development Plan The consultation
period for the amendments to the SWDP finished on
Friday 14th November and I attended the inquiry on
Tuesday 13th January at The Arena in Hylton Road.
The hearing sessions will continue at 09.30 am on
Tuesday 24 February at Worcester Warriors Rugby
Club, Sixways Stadium, Worcester WR3 8ZE.

Ryall Quarry Extension – Although
this is outside our area, there is a proposal for an
extension to the Ryall Quarry but NORTH of Upton
Bridge adjacent to the River Severn. Again this will be
a WCC application as “mineral extraction”.

The dates are 24th, 25th, 26th February and 3rd, 4th and
5th March. I have applied to speak at the hearing
(I understand this to be 4th or 5th March) and hope
that full details will be available on my website
www.davidharrisonkempsey.co.uk when you get this
newsletter.

New Bus Timetables – A review of the reliability of the
busses is to take place due to a very
unreliable
service between reported between Kempsey and other
areas.
Worcestershire—Parkway
This
evaluation
by
Worcestershire County Council has now concluded.

Severn Stoke FLAG – Discussions are still ongoing with
the EA, land owners and local MP’s office. The cost is
anticipated between approximately £1m and £1½m
and there is a shortfall at present in the funding. The
FLAG group are working on how to bridge the funding
gap.

A4440 Southern Link Road – this is due to be widened
from the Ketch Roundabout to Whittington full details
have been published. Further details can be obtained
from www.worcestershire.gov.uk/SLRphase3. You can
also find out about the present work and various
updates from this internet link.

Share this – those with computer access can download
this page from my website and then share it with
your neighbour - thanks.
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processes are carried out at public meetings
which

parishioners

are

entitled

and

encouraged

to

and

make

their

attend

comments.
There was a packed meeting at the Council

Chairman's Report January 2015

Offices in Malvern on 7th January to hear the

I hope everyone had an enjoyable Christmas

two contentious planning applications that

break and wish all well in 2015 which will see

affected

a General Election in May and those to be re

through the efforts of our District Councillors

time and commitment necessary then let us
provide

you

with

particularly Mr David Harrison and a detailed

the

technical challenge from Mr Martin Bennett

information on how to register your interest.

representing the East Kempsey Action Group

One of the main topics that arose at the

that the Post Office Lane application was

January Parish Council meeting was the size

refused.

of the precept. This is the portion of your

expenditure

earmarked

for

the

to appeal and we must be prepared to argue

Community

our case before the Inspector on the serious
issues that led to the Planning Committee’s

precept to be notified to MHDC is now £86k.

decisions and the fact that these sites if built

At this point I want to reiterate that the
of

precept

is

determining
carried

out

the
in

size
an

of

the

open

and

would increase the housing stock of Kempsey
village

are

gone

through

from

A

individual

for

scrutiny

third

Burnley

and

which

is

clearly

draft

of

the

Neighbourhood

will

be

taking

place

on

Friday

February 6th at 10.00 am. At that meeting

amendment as required before an agreed

we

amount is recommended to the Parish Coun-

hope

to

be

able

to

commission

a

pre-consultation draft to be ready to later

cil where further challenges can be made
before the precept figure is agreed. All these

50%

meeting with our consultants – Kirkwells of

then submitted to our Finance and General
Committee

nearly

Development Plan has been produced and a

committees agreeing their budgets which are
Purposes

by

unstainable for our community.

democratic manner. There are various stages
that

was

the war because both developers are bound

some

Centre. This was successful and the revised

process

application

Mr

more will have to be done if we are to win

size of the increase up from £79k to £88k
reduce

to

victory but it is merely a battle and much

parishioners and some councillors about the
to

Kingshill

thanks

issues raised about this site. This is a major

municipal year. Concerns were voiced from

motion

the

again

additional information to deal with the many

fund its many programmes throughout the

a

on,

deferred to enable the developers to provide

by MHDC in order for the Paris Council to

in

Later

Harrison,

Council Tax that is paid over to the Parish

resulting

David

at Kingshill. I am delighted to report that

fresh ideas so if you do think you have the
will

the

Lionscourt outline application for 31 houses

new people to represent the community with

we

were

at the top of Post Office Lane and the

Parish Councillors. We are always looking for

and

These

Wilson Homes full application for 75 houses

-elected will include both our District and

know

Kempsey.

that month in order for MHDC to check it is
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Diocese of
Worcester

compliant with current legislation whereupon
we

can

embark

on

the

six

week

public

consultation phase. This will be a significant
step

as

once

these

stages

have

Lent Course 2015

been

How does a person’s
Christian faith affect their
vote as a citizen? The
diocese’s
two
Mission
Development Officers have published a Lent
Course for groups to explore that question.
The material helps people to reflect in
advance of the General Election on the
issues and principles that shape their
voting. The course also encourages groups
of churches to organise hustings for
candidates. At the end of each week’s
discussion and reflection, groups are invited
to consider what question they would like to
ask candidates as a result of the
discussion.

completed by the spring the plan will have
much more influence with the Planners and
provide a level of protection for the parish in
warding off unsuitable developments in our
area.
Mr Mike Biddle has been dealing with the
objections raised by the Environment Agency
regarding the Graveyard extension. The EA
have been helpful in assisting us address the
concerns they raised and along with the
expertise of Mr Biddle (and his life in drains!)
we are confident that the application will be
approved in the near future.
I am required to report that one of
councillors, Mr Bob Bowley, was adjudged to
have broken the Members Code of Conduct
by MHDC Standards Committee. This arose
after a grievance was received from our
Parish Clerk about the councillor’s behaviour.
An allegation of bullying was upheld by
Kempsey Parish Council’s Staff Committee,
who deal with all grievance and employment
issues on behalf of the council, and was
required to be reported to the Monitoring
Officer at MHDC due to the nature of the
offence.

Bishop John, in his foreword to the course,
says: “With a general election looming in
May, this year is a very significant one for
our nation. It is worrying to see how the
main
political
parties
struggle
to
communicate a convincing vision. In the light
of this, it is vital that
as
Christians
we
should be able to
communicate and live
out a Kingdom vision.

Due to the forthcoming General Election in
May the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council
has been deferred from Monday 11th to
Monday 18th May 2015 and this will be the
first meeting of the newly elected parish

“Many people outside
the
church
are
unlikely to understand
what
a
‘Kingdom
vision’ is – though most of the values which
underpin all that is best in our
society
derive from it. The idea of the common
good, which this course reflects, is very
accessible. It is an integral part of our
Kingdom vision, as we engage with and
serve our community, and the course helps
us to see how the two are related.”
Doug Chaplin
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Mission Development Officer

I want to tweet about it to let people know what
it's like doing what I do, and about the
people

and

organisations

who

welcome

church's

Mark Badger - Tweets as @OurCofE

fantastic
the

involvement."

The Revd. Kate Bottley, A

On March 3rd 2014 Church of England launched

vicar

a year long project on Twitter to tell the story of

and

chaplain

the Church of England through the eyes of its
people, providing a daily insight into modern faith
in action.

FE

college

from

North

Nottinghamshire,

another

of

tweeters

the

weekly

said: "I'm really excited to

Over the course of a year, bishops, clergy,

be asked to be part of

chaplains, youth workers and churchgoers from

the Church of England's @OurCofE twitter project.

around the country will be given a week each to

The project provides a unique opportunity to

tweet

demonstrate the rich

about

their

life

inside

the

Church

of

Church of England. It's great to think that these

England.

tweets might paint a colourful picture of the day

Followers of the account are given an insight

to day runnings of the Church of England. From

into all the work that goes on into the day to

Morning prayer to afternoon tea, Our Fathers to

day running of a church community from schools

mother unions, from food festivals to food banks,

to chaplaincies to cathedrals. Followers will be

this Twitter project gives a glimpse at the glori-

able to peek behind the scenes as they get a

ous diversity that is the life of the Church of

feel for daily life in parishes. Tweets will come

England, will 140 characters be enough? I can't

from a diverse group of people including Bishops,

wait to get

Vicars, volunteers, youth workers, chaplains and

Stoke who was selected to be @OuCofE from the

The Rev. Arun Arora, Director of Communications
for the Archbishops' Council said:

12th - 19th of January said: ‘It was a great

"Social media

privilege to be asked to take part in this project

is an ideal platform to provide a flavour of the

- if a little daunting!

myriad of daily activity and service that the

would

Church undertakes each day. We are delighted

carrying

from Twitter in establishing the project. From
funerals,

prisons

to

think

to

It is much harder than you

be

constantly

sharing

daily

activities, thoughts and feelings whilst actually

with the support and engagement we have had
to

started."

Revd Mark Badger, Rector of Kempsey & Severn

worshippers from across the Church.

Assemblies

diversity of life in the.

them

out.

The

week

was

really

interesting and valuable as it raised the profile of

hospitals,

the Parish and the work we are doing in the

workplaces to Cathedrals, Parliament to parish

community. Connections were made with a wide

the Church of England is at work daily to show

arrange

the love of God to the people of England."

of

people

across

the

Church

and

beyond—Mark even received a Tweet from a well
known resident of Rome!

The Revd. Jeremy Fletcher, one of the 52 weekly
tweeters for the year, and the Vicar of Beverley

Talitha

Minster said: "Being a parish priest is one of the

Proud,

Digital

Media

Officer

for

the

Archbishops' Council adds "Social media is a

most varied jobs anyone could have. From one

great way of sharing

hour to the next you can be with people in their

stories and @OurCofE is

our way of celebrating the Christian faith in

best and worst experiences. No two days are the

action

same.
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in

communities

across

the

country."
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Mrs A Smith, 49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07807 777783
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Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Outside these hours, messages may be left on the office answering machine and will be dealt with when the Clerk is next
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Parish Council Meetings
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