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S

ome centuries before Christ was born a man looked out
over his word and saw that the little land in which he
lived had proved to be the place over which great powers
fought; his people were a kind of pawn in the unscrupulous
hands of competing nations round about. What could that
man say or do or where could he find confidence in a
world like that?
We don't know who this man was but from the poem
he wrote, we can deduce that he was a man of the world,
one who kept his eyes open. But his vision was not
confined to what his physical eyes saw or by the
propaganda he was fed. He was a man of faith and he had
the answer to the question of where to find confidence in a
world gone mad. 'God is our hope and strength,' he said;
'a very present help in time of trouble.
I speak, of course of the Psalmist, his and other similar
writings breathe a superb confidence.
'GOD REIGNS,' they say - God has not abdicated, despite
what men may do - GOD REIGNS, GOD LOVES, and
GOD CARES.
Despite the distance in time and space men like these
can become a means of hope and strength to us who live
in even more troubled days than theirs.
There are many today who are appalled by human
insanity and man's inhumanity to man, many who at this
very moment are desperate to bring to an end the carnage
in Gaza, Israel, Iraq, Syria, Ukraine etc. etc. etc.. Those
who despise our willingness to destroy to hurt and to kill
and all who are all the more appalled because they feel that
they can do so little about it. They are people like you and
me who do not occupy the seats of power; whose world
perhaps avails little; who seems to be very small cogs in a
vast impersonal machine. Those of us who perhaps feel it
futile to protest, to try and make our voices heard.
To all of them and to myself - I want to say two things:
First, remember where the Psalmists put their trust.
Remember that a greater Psalmist, Jesus Christ himself,

dared, in the face
of all the terrors of
his day, to call God Father and King. A Father who seeks
the love of his children; a King who seeks their loyalty and
obedience. Jesus dared to hold, in life and in death that
GOD REIGNS, that he LOVES; that he CARES.
Secondly, remember that God is not dependent on the
battalions, armies, or even super powers to do his work.
God has a way of working through minority groups,
through individuals, through the weak and powerless,
through undistinguished people, even through men and
women who are unconscious of being agents of his power.
This means that you and me, far though we may be from
what most people conceive of as corridors of power, can
be the a centre of serenity in a world that seems to have
gone mad. If the room where you live becomes a place of
prayer, it may be more potent for good that the council
chambers of the nations.

T

he book of Ecclesiastes Chapter 3 verse 6 says that there is: . . . a time to search and a time to give up . . . Well after many
years editing the Parish newsletter in Severn Stoke, John Henderson has decided that it is time to hang up his
keyboard! I know we are all immensely grateful to John for all his hard work, not least in editing the newsletter frankly
it’s thankless and frustrating task – (trust me I know from bitter experience).

NAME THE NEW MAGAZINE COMPETITION

A

s with most things, the end is also the beginning as we have
an opportunity to do something new and that will be
combining the Kempsey magazine with the Severn Stoke
newsletter into a new community magazine. We aim to
have the new publication in circulation in October and we are
looking for a new name, so now’s your chance! If you have
any bright ideas then let Duncan Smith know asap
kempseynews@hotmail.co.uk – you never know you might win a
bottle of wine
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SERVICES for SEPTEMBER 2014
Thursday 4th
St. Mary's

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Family Service

Thursday 11th
St. Mary's

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

Sunday 14th Holy Cross Day (Red)
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke

8.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
3.15 p.m.

Mattins
Family Communion Giving
Family Service

Thursday 18th
St. Mary's

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

Sunday 21st St Matthew (Red)
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Kempsey

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
6.00 p.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion Extension
Pet Service with Cubs
Holy Communion

Thursday 25th
St.Mary's

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.

Mattins
Formal Communion MOROGORO
NO SERVICE Joint with Kempsey

October
Thursday 2nd
St. Mary's

10.15 a.m.

Holy Communion

Sunday 5th
16th Sunday after Trinity (Green)
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey
Kerswell Green

9.00 a.m.
10.30 a.m.
10.45 a.m.
4.00 p.m.

Holy Communion
Holy Communion
Harvest Family Service GIVING THANKS
Harvest Songs of Praise

Sunday 7th
Kempsey
Severn Stoke
Kempsey

12th Sunday after Trinity (Green)

Sunday 28th St Michael & All Angels
Kempsey
Kempsey
Severn Stoke

Coffee will be served after every 10.30 Church Service.
Breakfast on the first Sunday of the month will be served 10.15 to 10.45 am
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Diary for September 2014

Friday 5th Sept
Monday 8th Sept

11.00am
10.30am
7.30pm

“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meets in Church
“Coming together” meets in St.Mary’s House.
PCC meets in St. Mary’s House.

Wednesday 10th Sep

2.30pm
7.30pm

Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall
Women’s Fellowship meets in St. Mary’s House

Friday 12th Sept

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meet in Church.

Friday 19th Sept

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meet in Church.

Wednesday 24th Sept

2.30pm

Cornflower Club meets at the Parish Hall

Friday 26th Sept

11.00am

“Little Angels” Pram and Toddler Group meet in Church.

From the Parish Registers
and other important notices

Baptisms
22nd June 2014

Charles Danilo Davies

6th July 2014

Celicia Rae Varley

13th July 2014

Ilithyia Maisie Jones

13th July 2014

Austin Terry Shaw

20th July 2014

Charlotte Jennifer Pickup

31st July 2014

Samuel Black and Delma Menzies

2nd August 2014

Robert David Beard and Lorna Abigail Hassell

23rd June 2014

Noreen Ann Parker – Brown

11th August 2014

Thomas Charles Henry Ranscombe

Weddings

Funerals
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August 27th 2014

Dear
Our parish church of St Mary stands at the heart of the village of Kempsey and has done for over nine hundred years, serving the
community as it still does today. As you know, It is there to welcome our parishioners and visitors for some of the most important
occasions in our lives - our baptisms, weddings, and funerals. It is also the focal point for many village events; not only for Sunday
services, but for those Christmas, Remembrance and School Services when we gather together.
At St Mary’s we are always looking for new ways to serve our community and over the past year this has included:
·

Organising special community events such as the a Teddy Bear’s Picnic, Scarecrow Fest and St Patrick’s Day
celebration

·

offered friendship and fellowship through our holiday coffee mornings A Slice of Heaven

·

set up KreativKidz Sunday activity club for children

·

run Wicked Wednesday, Gaming and Cricket after school clubs for children

·

welcomed families to Little Angels toddler group

Whether it’s our unique building or the activities that take place inside and around it, there is a cost both in terms of the many
hours given selflessly by members of our church community and in hard finance.
Because our church is there for us now, we tend to take it for granted and probably assume that it will always be so. Unfortunately,
St Mary’s is not a wealthy parish church. The Church of England ministry, which is available to the whole community, is funded
mainly from the regular giving of the congregation, donations from visitors, the annual fete and social events.
The monthly cost of maintaining the Church’s presence in Kempsey is £6525 and although our parishioners are
incredibly generous, we still face a shortfall of £1144 per month or £264 per week!
We know that many of you support the church in a variety of ways already, for which we are immensely grateful. However, we
need to face the reality that the church needs your help in order to secure its long term future.
We feel we must do all we can to preserve our church for both present and future generations. Some in our wider community
share this sentiment and contribute when and what they can to ensure that St Mary’s continues to serve the whole village and we
hope that you might wish to join them.
Enclosed is a leaflet which outlines the challenges that we face together with information on how you can help should you wish to
do so.
I would like to thank you for taking the time to read this letter and if you would like any further information, please do not hesitate to
contact me.
With appreciation

Mark
Rev Mark Badger (Rector)
31 Napleton Lane Kempsey WR5 3PX Tel: 01905 820057 Mob: 07828 233049
Email: mark.badger@motov8.org.uk
www.stmaryskempsey.org.uk

Address …………………….………………………………….…………..…..….……..…
………………………………………………………..... Post Code ……….………...…...
Please pay to the Worcester, The Cross Branch of Lloyds TSB Bank plc
Sort Code: 30 - 38 - 63, for the credit of Kempsey PCC
Account Number: 7161898

quarter year starting ……………………... [date]

[please circle] a week month

Name …………………………………………………….……………………….………….....

Address ………………….……………………………………….……………………….…....

Regular Envelopes - you will be supplied with a pack of weekly envelopes

Cheque [payable to Kempsey PCC ]

Please send me information about leaving a gift in my will to the church

I have reviewed my giving and wish to continue my current level of support

¨

¨

¨

¨

Signed ……….……………………………………….. Date ………………………….……

· I will notify you if I change my name or address

and / or capital gains tax that at least equals the tax reclaimed on my donations

· I will inform you if my circumstances change and I no longer pay an amount in income tax

and all future donations, until I notify you otherwise, to be treated as Gift Aid donations.

· I am a UK taxpayer and wish all my donations made in the four years prior to this declaration

……………………………………………………………..…. Postcode ……………..…….

Address …………………………………………………………………………………………

Full Name ……………………………………….……………………………….……………..

Only complete this form if you have not already completed one for your church

Gift Aid Declaration – Kempsey PCC

Standing Order from my bank - please complete the form opposite

¨

I would like to make my contribution by [pleasea]

Postcode ……..……………..….… Tel ……………………………………….………..…..

Account No

This declaration covers all gifts, whether cash in envelopes in
the collection plate, standing orders, cheques or “one-off” gifts.
Whichever way you give, the church must be able to identify
you as the donor, but all records remain confidential.

Gift Aid allows charities to reclaim income tax of £2.50 on
every gift of £10 received, whatever the amount. For our
church to reclaim the tax, the donor must have paid sufficient
income tax or capital gains tax in the same tax year to cover
the amount to be reclaimed. All you need to do is complete
the Gift Aid Declaration.

Signed ..………………..………………….…..… Date .……………………………….…

………………………………………………………..…… Postcode …..………..………

Address …...…………………………………………………………………………..….…

My Name ..…………………………………………………………………….……….……

Sort Code

Name of my Account ………………………………………………………………………

Please cancel my existing Standing Order [delete as appropriate]

on the …………………… day of …………………………..… month 20 …..... &
a like sum on the same day in each succeeding month quarter year [please
circle] until further notice and debit my account accordingly.

The sum of £ …………… in words ………………………………………………….……

To the Manager ………………………………………………..... Bank/ Building Society

I promise to continue to support the work and mission of the Church by giving £……

……………………………………………………….……………………...…………………...

Standing Order Mandate

My Commitment to St Mary’s Church

5

6

our challenge
The approximate monthly cost of running our church in 2014 is…

Income

£

Expenditure

£

Investment income

10

* Parish Share

Church Collections

1791

Admin & church upkeep

541

Giving by standing orders

1259

General maintenance

259

Fundraising – after costs

730

Mission

470

Gift aid tax refunds

578

Insurance

655

Fees (wedding & funerals)

513

Lighting and heating

612

Donations

500

TOTAL Income:

5381

TOTAL Expenditure:

6525

* Our contribution to the Diocese of Worcester towards the cost of parish ministry

Leaving a shortfall of £1144 a month = £264 a week

PET SERVICE
September 21st 10.30 a.m.
St Mary’s Church
Bring your pet
to church

All
shapes & sizes
Welcome

3988
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closing date

13th September

Judging and

EXHIBITION
20th September

entry forms

St Mary’s Church

and more information
Heather Davies BEM (01905) 821040

Save the Children Fund is a registered company limited by guarantee
(Company No. 178159) | Registered Charity No. 213890 (England & Wales)
and SC039570 (Scotland) | Registered office: 1 St John's Lane, London EC1M 4AR
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KEMPSEY CAMERA CLUB

KEMPSEY WI REPORT

s the shadow of Bertha moves on, and seemingly taking
summer (at least temporarily) with it, we are proceeding
with our efforts to ensure another successful season for the
Club. In part this has involved acquiring and setting up the
new equipment funded in large part by our Lottery grant and,
together with work on our own programme, planning the
community presentations for which the grant was awarded.
Our own new season commences on Wednesday
10th September, a fortnight earlier than traditionally, which
will allow us to squeeze one further meeting into the season
(we are now up to 16, where once we only had about 8,
offering even better value for the subscription). Although
this and the second meeting, on Wednesday 24th, take the
form of "Members' Evenings", with the first primarily on the
theme of "Show and Tell" (members' images from the
summer or otherwise, for general discussion and critique)
and the second an evening of practical photography, perhaps
involving imaginative treatment of jelly babies, the intention
is that they should also act as a taster of the broader activities
of the Club for new or potential members. We are delighted
that several people have already indicated their interest in
attending on these evenings.
We are always delighted to welcome anybody
interested in photography to our meetings and to become
involved in the club which, although thriving, remains
sociable and inclusive . Our sixteen meeting schedule for
next season covers the second and fourth Wednesdays of
each month, except December, from September to early
May, with each meeting commencing at 7.30 pm. We meet
in the Kempsey Community Centre in Main Road, Kempsey.
We seek to encourage and inspire each other by holding
competitions, practical evenings and outings, and by hosting
talks and demonstrations of photographic work, both that of
members and of guests. Further details of all this is always
available to view on our website at
www.kempseycameraclub.co.uk
We look forward to seeing you on the 10th or 24th
or, if this isn't possible, on another future occasion.
In the meantime, the image displayed with this article
is “Intensity”, another suitably summery image, by yours truly,
one of a number of images submitted via the Club and
subsequently selected for MidPhot, the Midlands premier
photography exhibition, in March of this year.
Malcolm A Hay
Secretary

THIRD WEDNESDAY IN THE MONTH
PARISH HALL 7.3OPM

A

ALL WELCOME

O

ur June meeting took the form of an outing to
Stanbrook Abbey for afternoon tea. We had
delicious sandwiches and cakes, and afterwards a tour
around the Abbey. Stanbrook Abbey was bought in 1835
by the Benedictine nuns and it was their home for 170 years
before they moved up north a few years ago.
Our July meeting started with a minute’s silence in
memory of Sonia Spybey who died recently, eight members
attended her funeral. Sonia was a past President of our WI
and we shall miss her.
We had ten visitors to our meeting which was a
strawberry and cake supper and we would like to thank
everyone who helped to make this a great success. Our
speaker was Sharon Joyce who told us about her army
career . She joined the army when she was just 18 and told
us about the training they go through. Sharon is now
Standard Bearer for the Women’s Royal Army Corps
representing Hereford. She attends most celebrations and
also funerals.
The competition for a posh hat was won by Doris
Francis
Hilda Hughes

Coming Together Fellowship

I

n August we held our “Annual Meeting”. We enjoyed
Libby James’ short but meaningful message and after the
closing hymn and prayer we held a short meeting, during
which thanks were expressed to all who had faithfully
carried out their duties over the year. The members were
invited to give their opinions on any changes that could be
made.
Speakers for the next two months are:
SEPT. 8th Jeff Porter.
OCT 13th Keith Patterson.
Do come and join us on the second Monday of the
month in St. Mary’s House. Folk begin arriving at 10.30 a.m.
for a welcome tea or coffee. Our meeting is from 11.00am
to 12.00pm and a snack lunch follows from 12.00 onwards.
Want to know more?
Ring me on 01905 820934
Eileen Hogan

Tuesday Friendship Group

W

e are holding an Open Day and Coffee Morning on
Tuesday 7th October, 10.30am at the Firs, Old Rd
South. Please use the side entrance into the Common
Room.
This is an opportunity to come and see what is on offer,
have a chat, make friends and have a morning out.
Do come along and join us.
Sheila Cook
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Check Your Home is Fire Safe!

H

ereford & Worcester Fire and Rescue Service provide advice to everyone and for the more vulnerable such as the
elderly, people living alone and those with reduced mobility, the Service offers a free of charge fire safety check
in the home.
As its name suggests, a Fire Safety Check in the home involves representatives from Hereford & Worcester Fire and
Rescue Service calling at your home to offer safety advice specific to your household and personal circumstances.
During the visit, they will check your smoke alarms and install new ones if needed, and will ensure that you are doing all
that you can to avoid the risk of a fire in your home. They will also help you work out an escape plan in the event of fire.
We would urge anyone who might be vulnerable themselves or
knows an elderly family member, friend or neighbour who
lives on their own or has reduced mobility that might benefit
from a visit, to get in touch using the number below and
request one on their behalf.
To see if you qualify for a FREE Fire Safety Check
contact the Community Safety team on 0800 032 1155 quoting
reference PN14.
If you would like me to run a free fun session for an older
peoples group looking at “Keeping Safe From Fire As We Get
Older” contact JBrant@hwfire.org.uk or ring 01905 368 251
Note that those doing the Fire Safety Checks will always make an appointment
in advance of their visit, and will always carry identification which they will be
very happy to show you.

Our Link with Morogoro

News from Hanley Castle High School

W

riting this first update of the events
at the High School in the middle of
the school summer holiday is a little tricky,
as although we are elated by the
fter a very wet morning, the sun came out and about
announcement of the A level and AS level
sixty people shared a very happy time together in the
results, the GCSE results are yet to be
lovely surrounding of Joy Clee’s garden. Thanks go to Joy
published and most of us are still in flip
for allowing us to use her kitchen and facilities. We used
authentic Tanzanian recipes for the chicken casseroles, and flops and shorts rather than mortar boards
and gowns!
the coconut and peanut vegetarian option. Baked bananas
Fantastic news for so many of our
with butter and brown sugar syrup went down a treat, as
pupils in the Kempsey area as the Y12 and Y13 results were
did the fresh pineapple with cream, honey and toasted
revealed. 81% of all grades at A level were either A*-C (57%
coconut.
The Tombola stall did well and Beth was able to sell her at A*-B) and a pass rate of 99%. These are record results
for us and build on some excellent improvements over the
lovely Ugandan jewellery.
last five years.
Thanks to everyone who supported the event and to
Congratulations and best wishes to all of our pupils
Craig for producing a very interesting quiz.
moving onto university, college or the workplace.
We will be able to send off a cheque for £ 442.00
We are equally pleased to be looking forward to
The Mission Committee.
welcoming our 165 new Y7 pupils to the school this
September. Our two new science labs will be fully
operational and the recently agreed plans for a new sixth
form centre development are out to tender. On a safety
note we have installed speed bumps on site to limit speed to
5mph and we have made
he summer seems to be going very quickly, but it has
more parking spaces
been lovely to enjoy the nice weather.
available in the sixth form
Thank you to the members who provided posies for
car park as with improving
the tea tables for the fete, they looked lovely and were very
results we have more
much appreciated.
students applying for a place
Our Sept. meeting is on Monday 9th, and will be at my
to study with us in Y12.
house (10 Lyf’s Lane).at 2.30pm.
I look forward to seeing you there.
Grant Mathews
(Community Liaison)
Joy Dale 820417

Tanzanian Lunch

A

Flower Club

T
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FETE GRAND DRAW 2014

O

nce again it was another wonderful fête, and also a
highly successful Grand Draw. Ticket sales raised a
total of £2046.65 (including a donation of £2.15) – and this
would not have been possible without the hard work and
generosity of a lot of people.
So all our thanks to:

COFFEE MORNING
Anne Crowther
&
Michael Ballinger

● The members of the fête committee - Libby, David,
Alan and Henry.
● All the ticket sellers; too many to mention individually,
but well done for all your efforts.
● Everyone who bought tickets!
● And finally all the people who very kindly donated
prizes.
Phil & Maggie Adams

Invite you to join us for
a
Coffee Morning
in aid of
MACMILLAN CANCER
SUPPORT
8 Florence Close
Kempsey

Friday, 26th September 2014
10.00 a.m. – 12.00 pm
Come and help us raise
funds for this excellent charity.

O

nce again our grateful thanks to the
Church Fete Committee for allowing
us to have the Midlands Air Ambulance
Toy Tombola at the church fete. Thanks to
everyone who donated toys and cash to the
fund, and to everyone who supported us on the day. Special
thanks go to Edwina for her help on the stall. With
donations we raised £125.60
Our Bric-a Brac and books, plants, etc. at our open
garden raised, with donations, £80.60. Thanks again for all
your support, together we have sent a total of £206.20 to
the Midlands Air Ambulance.
Regretfully this will be our last “Toy Tombola” thank
you to everyone who donated over the years.
Our Bazaar for the Charities will be on October 25th in the
Parish Hall from 12 noon until 4 00 p.m. We hope you will
all support us and the other charities on that day.
Another big Thank You from us, goes to all our friends
and neighbours on Monday 7th July when Jean had a nasty
fall in the garden and luckily our neighbour and friends
heard her cries for HELP. Thanks also to the paramedics
for their support. Thanks for the flowers, cards and good
wishes which we received on this occasion. We are
fortunate that we have such good, kind friends and
neighbours in Chapel Rd
Best wishes and God Bless you all,
Jean and Harry Lewis

Cornflower Club
Tea, Coffee,
fter our summer break the club restarts on
A
10th September at 2-30 p.m. in the Parish
Biscuits, Cakes,
Hall. If you would like to join us and see what
do please, come along. The club is open to
Bring and Buy, we
all parishioners over 60 years old/young.
Raffle Julia Grant 820138
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Songs of Praise

T

News from Church Mission Society

he windy conditions on Saturday 17th August meant
en years ago Tim and Kate Lee working in Manila with
that St Mary’s Songs of praise was held in church.
CMS, pioneered a Centre for Street Children, named
However, the weather did not stop everyone enjoying
‘Jigsaw’. It started off with setting out a few toys, and
glasses of Pimms, a wonderful selection of cakes and some
sharing the love of Jesus with these unwanted children.
rousing hymns of praise played by the band of the Salvation
Ten years on, the centre ministers to 1,000 children each
Army.
week.
Tim and Kate, now back in UK continue to support
from here. Last November saw them returning to share in
the 10th anniversary celebrations. Tim was overwhelmed
to be greeted by a group of older boys. Their lives had not
been transformed into successful business men, but they
were physically healthy and shared a great love for one
another. Tim asked if Jigsaw could have done more for
them. In the way of education, jobs, housing etc. They
didn’t think so – but one boy, who had been through
immense hardship, moved Tim to tears by his response.
He said “don’t ever stop doing Jigsaw – it made me
human”. What did he mean ? His reply was as follows:
“Who would ever have called me by my name, or who
would have comforted me when my Mother and Father
died; helped me when our house burned down; listened to
me; played basket ball with me; gave me the opportunity to
go to school, took me to hospital when I was sick, smiled
when they saw me, told me how much Jesus loved me,
brought my friends, shared food with me and been there
every day with me ? It made me human!
Tim and the new leader of Jigsaw sat with tears
running down their faces, as they looked at the boy – now
a man, with his wife and baby. There in front of them was
all that Jigsaw had worked and hoped for – lives being
transformed by the love of Jesus.
That is what Mission is all about.

T

Grace Community

The Marriage of Robert Beard and Lorna Hassell on 2nd August

Our September meeting is in the Parish Hall
on Sept 21st at 10.30am.
We are again privileged to have Richard Lewis and his
family from Victory Church Cwmbran, Richard is a very
gifted keyboard player and an inspirational worship leader.
He and his wife Joy, have always prioritised family life
believing that family is the best picture of christian life to a
world in need. If you feel you would like to be part of a
larger family, why not come along.
This is followed by a shared lunch, which you are very
welcome to stay for.
For more information please contact Dave and Ann
on 01905 820401 or see our website
www.gracecommunitykempsey.org.uk
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St Mary’s Fete
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ST MARY’S SUMMER FETE

A

huge thank you to everyone who made the fete such a
success. The rain stopped, the sun came out and
hundreds of people came to enjoy all the fun of the fayre.
There was a lovely community atmosphere with something
for everyone. In busy lives the fete, as always, gave the
opportunity for people to meet those they don’t often see,
sit down with a glass or a cup of something refreshing, eat
something tasty, spicy or scrumptious, test their skills with
a variety of games, buy or win something special and relax
to the sound of talented musicians.
It was a chance to catch up, enjoy time together and
appreciate village life in Kempsey. Thank you to everyone
who came.
A huge thank you too, to all the young people who
made the afternoon special with their vitality, skills and
talent. We couldn’t have managed without the help of
Kempsey Scouts, Guides, Cubs and Brownies and it was
delight to see Kempsey Primary School Maypole Dancers
and to hear the wonderful singing of the School Choir.
It was a great pleasure to welcome Trevor Harrison to
open the fete and many Archer’s fans enjoyed talking to
him about his role as Eddie Grundy. We are very grateful to
him for his time.
The fete - over in a few hours but taking months of
planning and preparation and much hard work on the day.
Warmest thanks to everyone for their generosity and to all
who contributed at any time, in any way. It was a very
lovely afternoon.
We are pleased that the Fete was a financial success too
by raising a fantastic sum, which was over £7000!
With gratitude from all on the Fete Committee
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Hope in a beautiful valley:
An invitation to a day about
Afghanistan.

Update from St Mary’s Steering Group
meeting 21st July 2014

he questionnaire replies have now
or over 35 years the people of Afghanistan have known
been analysed, and show the
almost continuous conflict.
majority of you were supportive of
So much has been destroyed. So many lives lost.
alternative uses for the church. As a
For many years, under Taliban rule, girls and women were
denied opportunities in education and employment. Now " result, the PCC have tasked the steering
we fear that what we have achieved so far will be lost" says group to further explore preliminary
one.
ideas and options.
But here's a good story!
Six years ago a French girl working for the UN set up a
small school for girls and boys at Astana, a village in the
stunningly
beautiful
1. Speaking in more detail after the
Panjshir Valley,
summer break, with the church
north of
community, parish council, and all user
Kabul. Today
the school
groups of our present public spaces in the
flourishes
village.
under the
leadership of
2. The steering group plan to visit
Rahilah, a local
lady of
several churches in the area to see for
astonishing
ourselves what can been achieved, and
energy, and two teachers.
To see pictures of the children at work and play is to be how changes made can benefit both the
local community and the church.
inspired with hope. The project is supported by the
ecumenical "Community for Reconciliation" (based in Bromsgrove) and a small London based charity called
3. The addition of a project page on the
"Afghan Mother and Child Rescue".
church website will allow us to update
Together we have been able to secure the school's
you on our church visits. Maybe some of
future to the end of 2015 and beyond.
Come and hear more about this beautiful work!
you will be encouraged to have a trip
Meet Roddy and Annabel who know the school at first
out and see them for yourselves, and
hand. See pictures to lift your spirit. Meet a family from the
then tell us what you think.
Panjshir. And hear the story of what links this remote spot
to West Worcester and its churches: an enduring friendship
As reported in the July/Aug magazine,
of 35 years!
Date: Saturday, 4th October (10.30-3.30)
we shall present the findings of the
Venue: Community for Reconciliation at Barnes Close,
questionnaire at a public meeting later
Bromsgrove, B61 ORA.
in the year. We invite you to read the
Refreshments and lunch included
general conclusions on the website, they
Details (directions, cost etc) from me. Expressions of
interest really welcomed.
make interesting reading.
Owain Bell dowainbell@yahoo.co.uk or 01905 820209

F

T

For your information, the members of the
steering group are Martin Allen, Coiln
Anstey, Rev Mark Badger, Mike Biddle,
Susan Cawley(secretary), Chris Cooke, Pam
Gerrard, Paul Kemp, Craig Morgan, Nancy
Morris (communications), Ann Patrick,
Duncan Smith, Nigel Taylor(project
manager)
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"Come and see us, pray, stay
connected, support our institutions
and contribute to keeping Christians
in the Land of Jesus" (Bishop Suheil)

T

he sorrow and suffering on all sides in the Land called
"Holy" is heartbreaking.
Many of us, especially pilgrims long to do something to
help bring about transformation.
One practical way is through the "Friends of the Holy
Land", an ecumenical body, born within the Roman Catholic
communion, whose sole purpose is to be "family" to
Christian brothers and sisters in the Holy Land. The
"Friends" seek to respond to appeals like that of Bishop
Suheil through a commitment:
•
To increase awareness
•
To pray
•
To act to make a difference through help to fellow
Christians. This includes work in education, employment,
health and housing.
Those who came in large numbers, at Bishop John's
invitation, to meet fellow pilgrims at the Old Palace on 30th
June, heard heartening stories of the difference that has been
made through this kind of solidarity. In Robert Jones's
words "The Friends act out parables that don't save whole
situations but hint at how the whole situation might be
transformed"
On Monday, 15th September at 7.30 in the Old Palace
Library, those who have already expressed an interest in
seeing this carried further are meeting to discuss appropriate
ways of doing this and to look at projects we might get
behind. If you would like to join us and share our passion
we'd be so happy to see you.
For further background or information or if you'd
definitely like to be part of this ecumenical venture please
call me on 01905 820209 or e mail on
dowainbell@yahoo.co.uk.
Owain Bell

KEMPSEY GARDEN WALKABOUT
2014

T

he sun was shining and we all had a fantastic time
opening our gardens.
The sales from the programs at the open gardens raised
£640.50
We were able to support the following charities from the
program sales:Kempsey Scouts, Kempsey Girl Guides,
British Heart Foundation ,Kempsey Little Angels, Kempsey
Cornflower Club, Dragons Tree Martial Arts, Kempsey Day
Care and Age Concern.
Also money raised from other events held at the open
gardens were able to support the following charities:
Breast Cancer, Air Ambulance, St Richards, Non
Hodgkin (lymphoma),
Gail Brookes and John Webster would like to take this
opportunity to say a big THANK YOU to the wonderful
people that opened their gardens and also the helpers for
making it possible. Also to David Harrison for designing and
printing the programs.
Thank you all once again.

Women’s Fellowship

O

n a glorious Summer’s morning, 23 members and
friends of the Women’s Fellowship set off for a visit
to the Goucestershire Warwickshire railway. On arrival at
Toddington railway station, there was plenty of time to
enjoy coffee and home-made cakes in the sunshine at the
“Flag and Whistle” before taking our reserved seats on the
steam train. The railway staff were most friendly and
helpful and we were soon on our way, travelling through
stations packed with pretty hanging baskets and flower
troughs, and rail-side banks full of wild flowers and crowds
of butterflies. On the return journey, Laurie our lovely
coach driver, brought us by a different, more scenic route,
and we were all home in good time for an afternoon cup of
tea.
In August we celebrated our annual tea party, alas,
inside due to the uncertain weather, but never-the-less
enjoyed by all. Kath (Chairperson) introduced a “guessthe-baby-photo” game which caused much interest and
hilarity - the joint winners, Bernice and Debbie achieving
an amazing 50% accuracy. The home-made cakes and traybakes were thoroughly enjoyed and conversation flowed.
Our next meeting on 10th September at 7.30 (St Mary’s
House) will be a visiting retired actor, demonstrating and
speaking on the subject of “Nothing like a Dame.” Any
ladies from Kempsey Benefice or who attend these
Churches, would be welcome to join us and should, in the
first place, phone our Chairperson Kath Padden on 820519.
Wendy Coen
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Kempsey PACT

UPTON COMMUNITY CARE

T

he season of mists and mellow fruitfulness is upon us.
Time to pack away the bucket and spade, the sun cream
Litter picking in the rain!
Once again the weather did and the Upton festivals timetable and try to remember
where the gloves and scarves are stored. Well – not quite,
it worst to frustrate our
hopefully, but September seems to mark the start of a busy
plans for a litter pick on 19th July however, torrential rain
period for us when people make appointments for those
did not deter some of our stalwarts and a sizeable amount
things that were put off 'due to the holiday period'.
of rubbish was removed, but the evidence revealed by the
Other things are changing in September. The new bus
recent grass cutting is that the amount of litter has built up
timetables will come into force and we will know the result
to quite unsightly proportions in some places.
of all the hard work done by the County Council to provide
Cub Scouts do us proud
a bus service to rural areas on a much reduced budget.
It is pleasing to record that 17 Cub Scouts turned out on
While thinking of buses it is worth checking the expiry date
8th July for a litter pick (supported by PACT) - an event
on your bus pass if you have one. It is an easy thing to overthat was both successful and may perhaps be something
that other groups in the village might consider. It is actually look. You should get a renewal letter in the post which
allows you to make a phone call and answer a couple of
great fun!
questions. You can also renew it on the County Council
the PACT meeting on 22nd July, was again well attended
web-site (www.worcestershire.gov.uk) if you do that sort of
despite the beginning of the holiday season, and focussed
attention on the perennial issues of overgrown hedges (very thing.
In Welland one of our long-serving drivers is retiring at
bad this year), improvements in the Neighbourhood Watch
capabilities, and issues surrounding the development of the the end of the year which will bring our complement of
drivers living in the area to one. In our terms 'Welland'
Neighbourhood Plan
covers the south-western portion of the area as well
the Neighbourhood Plan
this is becoming one of the single most important issues for including Castlemorton and Pendock. As our regular clients
know, we try to arrange drivers who live close to a client to
Kempsey. We all recognise that there is to be much extra
keep the fares down. We intend to mount a leaflet
housing, well beyond our requirements or expectation,
posing the question of what sort of facilities are required by campaign in Welland and affected areas during September
to try to reach people who do not read the magazines. If
the various age and interest groups in the community.
Formal surveys and consultations are all very well but take- you know of someone who could drive for us in this, or any
other, area could you please pass on our contact details.
up is often disappointingly low!
Best Wishes
Movers and Shakers
Roger Wildin
In PACT, we have most of the key players in making
UCC Office: 15 High Street, Upton upon Severn, WR8 0HJ
things happen – the Parish, District and County Councils,
Office Number: 01684 593633
the Police, youth sport and health organisations, the
Email: uptoncommunitycare@hotmail.com
Church, and increasingly members of the public who want
to know what is happening and value the opportunity to
have their say on what concerns them.
nvites you to come and
At our recent meeting, valuable input was provided on one
enjoy listening in
important issue that had so far escaped attention in the
comfort
to a variety of
emerging Neighbourhood Plan, underlining the need for
music
on
a Thursday
communication as the key to creating a successful
evening.
Neighbourhood Plan and the kind of community it will
We meet fortnightly in the
foreshadow. We would like to see more representation
lounge on the ground
from groups (formal or informal) who would like to have
floor at
their say on their concerns.
We keep our meetings short – 90 minutes (half an hour
The Firs, Old Road North,
extra before we start for tea/coffee and biscuits) and we
Kempsey, WR5 3JZ
like to ensure that everybody gets a word in!
7.30 – 9.30pm.
Come and try us!
Look
forward
to
seeing
you
there.
the next meeting is on Tuesday 21st October at 7.00pm
Contact: 01905 821141
or
01905 354079
for 7.30 at the Community Centre. And why not join the
next Litter Pick at 10.00am. on Saturday 18th October
starting from the Community Centre.
Kempsey Surgery
Terry Ward
Kempsey Surgery would like to make it clear they have no
Chairman Kempsey PACT
view on the proposed housing plans and will work with
residents and developers in future for the best interests of
patients at all times. The surgery has not spoken to the
developers other than to inspect the plans.
James Foster
Practice Manager
Haresfield + Kempsey

I
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Teddies for Tragedies

A

good number of colourful teddies together with knitted
blankets and vests were collected in July and taken to
the distribution centre in Kidderminster, from where they
will be sent to children and babies to help them keep warm
or bring a smile to their face. Thank you very much for all
your donations. (Did you know that smiles is the longest
word in English? It has a mile between the first and last
letter.)

To Romania

A

large load, which was quickly collected in July,
consisting of kitchen equipment, baby clothes,
umbrellas and some wellington boots, was sent to Romania
at the beginning of August. Thank you very much for your
donations.

Aluminium Foil and Cans
There are boxes at the back of St. Mary’s Church for you to
deposit CLEAN foil and empty aluminium cans. The very
little money we manage to collect is used to help train
nurses in Africa. Thank you very much.

Tools with a Mission
A car load of small tools, together with a large box of new
fabric, was taken by Julie Brook to H.Q. in Ipswich. Thank
you very much for your donations of all these useful things
which will help deprived people in other lands to pursue a
trade, earn a living and feed their children. Thank you to
Julie Brook for taking this load to its next destination.
Mary Read

Coffee Morning
and Bring and Buy Sale

Saturday 4th October

10.30 till 12.00

in St Mary's Church
We invite you to join us, and bring your boxes for
counting. If you don't have a box at present, and
are interested to know more, you'll be very
welcome, and we can tell you about the valuable
works the Society does.
One of us will be at church each Sunday in October
to receive your boxes, which we shall return to you
after counting. The total for 2013 was £592.13, thank
you all for your generosity.
Ann Blackwell 820549
Nancy Morris 821796

Summer Barbeque

between Severn Stoke and Clifton, west off the A38.
Come and join this sumptuous feast including delicious home made puddings.
entry by ticket only in advance from John Henderson (W 371 218),
Suzy Paddock (W 821 700), and Libby James W/ 353 935
Adults £10.00 each and under 10’s free.
Remember to bring a garden chair, your own Wine or Beers
and of course, some sunshine!
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For more details please ring 01905 821177
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PET SERVICE
September 21st 10.30 a.m.
St Mary’s Church
Bring your pet
to church

All
shapes & sizes
Welcome

Free Alternative Halloween Party

Fancy Dress - Fairy Tale Characters
Sunday 19th October 4.00 pm - 5.00 pm
Magician —Entertainment - Food & Prizes for best costume
Contact Craig Morgan: craig.morgan@stmaryskempsey.org.uk
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District Councillor Report
(Kempsey Ward) from David Harrison
Here I try to give you a brief update on District Council and
other items that I have been involved with recently.
Only a small report this month but I am still dealing with several
local matters.

Planning – Kempsey Ward –
Development to the North of
The Limes – The “reserved matters”
have been submitted showing the layout
for the houses to the north of the Limes –
14/00286/REM – comments can still be
received. Have a look at the plans and
what is proposed. This will probably be
your last chance to comment on this
application

Clifton Quarry Extension – for the Kempsey Residents
the Tarmac quarry is due to be extended to the East of the A38
and possibly up to the Kempsey Boundary and be operational for
approx 18 years. – Keep an eye out for the consultation and
Planning Application. This will be a Worcestershire County
Council application as “mineral extraction”.
MHDC e-mails – MHDC are changing the emails for all
councillors and mine has changed to the following:david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net but you can also contact me
via the details at the bottom of this page.

New Bus Timetables – Thanks to all in Kempsey who
responded to the curtailment of the busses. Please see the new
timetables valid from 1st September with very little change – well
done!

Father Christmas Outfit – Has anyone got a Father
Christmas Outfit that could be borrowed please for a couple of
days in December.
Worcester Breast Cancer Support Group. Many
thanks to all the helpers from myself and Jan for the assistance at
Welland Steam Rally fundraising stall, where a massive amount of
over £2700 was raised – grateful thanks to you all for your
support and help!

14th June 2014 For further detail or help then please contact your
District Councillor ... David Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey –
01905 828107 davidthomasharrison@hotmail.com
Please note that the contents of this page are provided by David
Harrison who is the sole person responsible for the accuracy.

Chairman’s Report August 2014

T

he August Parish Council meeting saw a large
contingent of Stonehall Common residents attend to
voice their concerns over the future of The Inn at
Stonehall formerly known as The Fruiterers Arms. The
inn was closed some time ago by the current owner who
approached the Parish Council to see if we were
interested in acquiring it as a community asset. This was
something the council decided was not an option and
after failing to market it as a pub / inn the owner decided
to redevelop the site for housing which the council
initially supported in light of the information provided.
However following a thorough investigation of the facts
by the Stonehall community it appears the council were
misled in how actively the facility was marketed as a
pub/restaurant and after representations by the residents
the council voted through a statement to be sent to
MHDC Planning revoking our approval of the housing
development on the site in light of the facts that had
emerged. It is hoped that negotiations between the owner
and parties interested in acquiring the pub will materialise
in due course.
The Council is currently reviewing its website to
ensure information is relevant and up to date. There are a
number of local organisations that post items on the site
which are often not updated which leads to criticism
being levelled at the council for not maintaining the
website properly. We are considering a proposal to keep
the Kempsey hub website purely for council business and
setting up an alternative linked website for use by the
community to post relevant information on events and
information. This would require someone to manage this
and we are seeking ideas as to how this can be best
achieved and if there are any parishioners interested in
maintaining this proposed website. Any ideas or offers of
assistance would be welcomed and contact should
initially be made to the Parish Clerk who will collate any
suggestions for consideration by a council supported
working party.
The Council is still receiving complaints from
pedestrians on the overgrowth of trees, shrubs and hedges
encroaching onto the pavement running on the east side
of the main road. Our Lengthsman, Mr Roy Clarke, has
or will be approaching owners of properties where there
seems to be a problem so they can undertake the
necessary maintenance of the boundaries. If the problem
persists then the matter will be referred to the County
Council who are the body authorised to take enforcement
action.
Finally there is a vacancy for an assistant to the clerk
at our parish office following the resignation of Mrs Rose
Cutler who has so ably carried out these duties for several
years and we are sorry to see her go. The post will be
advertised locally but if anyone is interested in this
situation that involves working 15 hours per week over
three days then please indicate your interest to the Parish
Clerk in the first instance.
John Michael
Chairman
Kempsey Parish Council
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KEMPSEY PARISH COUNCIL
Parish Council Representatives

Mr M.J. Bannister, 52 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 820180
Mr D Bevan, 17 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3PP – Tel 820171
Mr. K Blackwell, 1 The Oaks, Kempsey, Worcester. WR5 3PN – Tel. 820549
Mr B Bowley, 2 The Greens, Kerswell Green, Kempsey, Worc, WR5 3PE – Tel 371999
Mrs. C. Campbell, 7 Church Street, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JG – Tel. 828213
Mr T. Geens, 16 Squires Close, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3JE – 01905 820997
Mrs. P. Gerrard, 23 Oakfield Drive, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3PP – Tel. 820955
Mr A M Hay, Stanhurst, Fox Lane, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3QD – Tel 820218
Mr. J. Michael, 18 Meadow Close, Kempsey, WR5 3NL - Tel. 820966
Miss A. Patrick, 90 Main Road, Kempsey, Worcester WR5 3LH – Tel 828476
Mrs A Smith, 49 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07087 777783
Mr M Stevens, 9 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – Tel 07779 115264
Dr C Waller, Ledges, Stonehall Common, Kempsey, WR5 3QQ – Tel 828383
Parish Council Clerk and Financial Officer
Mrs S Baxter, Parish Office, Community Centre, Main Road, Kempsey WR5 3LQ
Telephone 01905 828183 Email – kempseyparishcouncil@gmail.com
“The Parish Office is located to the rear of The Community Centre. Office hours for the receipt of
telephone calls are 9.30am to 12 noon on Monday to Friday of each week. The office is open to the public
between 9.30am to 12 noon on Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
Outside these hours, messages may be left on the office answering machine and will be dealt with when
the Clerk is next on duty.”
Parish Council Meetings
Are held on the second Monday of each month at 7.30pm at Kempsey Community Centre. Parishioners
may address The Council during Democratic Half Hour at the start of each monthly meeting.
District Councillors
Mr. D. T. Harrison, 8 Brookend Lane, Kempsey, Worcester . WR5 3LD - Tel. 828107
E-mail: david.harrison@malvernhillsdc.net
Mr A C Rea, 56 The Limes, Kempsey, Worcester, WR5 3LG – 07980 233332
E-mail: adam.rea@malvernhillsdc.net
County Councillor
Mr R Sutton, 41 The Beeches, Holly Green , Upton Upon Severn, Worcs, WR8 0QQ – 01684 593282
Worcestershire County Council, County Hall, Spetchley Road, Worcester WR5 2NP
E-mail: roger.sutton@malvernhillsdc.net
Local Beat Officer
WPC Sarah Ransome-Williams – 0300 333 3000
E-mail sarah.ransome-williams@westmercia.pnn.police.uk
Worcestershire Hub
E-mail: worcestershirehub@malvernhills.gov.uk
Telephone: 01684 862151 (Mon-Fri 8am to 6pm, Sat 9am to 1pm)
Address: Council House, Avenue Road, Malvern, Worcs, WR14 3AF

